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Voyages  J  Settlements^  Wars,  and  Trade  of  the  French 
in  the  Eajl  Indies. 

W  HEN  I  began  this  Work,  I  took  an  oath  that  I  b  o  o  k 
would  adhere  ftriftly  to  truth  ;  and  hitherto  I  am ,  ^^' 
iabie  confcientioufly  to  declare,  that  I  have  not  de- 
parted from  it.  May  my  hand  wither,  if  it  Ihould 
happen,  that  by  a  prediledion,  which  is  but  too  fre- 
quent,  I  ihould  either  deceive  myfelf  or  others  with 
refped  to  the  faults  of  the  French  nation.  I  will 
neither  extenuate  the  good  nor  the  evil  which  our 
anceftors  have  done ;  and  the  Portuguefe,  the  Dutch, 
iand  even  the  Englifh  themfelves,  are  the  people 
whom  I  will  call  upon  to  atteft  my  impartiality. 
Let  them  read,  and  pronounce  my  fentence.  If  they 
ihould  find  that  I  have  remitted  in  favour  of  the 
French  that  feverity  with  which  I  have  treated  them, 
I  give  them  leave  to  clafs  me  among  the  number  of 
Vol.  11.  A 
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3  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE, 

BOO  Kthofc  flatterers,  who  for  thefe  two  thoufand  years 

*^*      pad,  have  poifoned  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  of 

*  their  fovereigns ;  let  them  add  my  volumes  to  the 

numerous  monum<mts  there  are  exifting  of  the  fame' 

kind  of  meannefs ;  let   them  fufped  me  of  having 

given  way  to  the  impreffions  of  terrors,  or  of  having 

been  feduced  by  the  allurement  of  hopes ;  let  them 

treat  me  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 

Ancient  re.     The  ancient  Gauls,,  almoll  always  at  war  with 

volutions  of  ^a(>jj  other,  had  no  other  intercourfe  but  fuch  as  fa- 

S'prancc  vage  nations,  whofe  wants  are  always  few,  can  have 

with  each  other.    Their  connexions  abroad  were  ftill 

more  circumfcribed.     Some  navigators  from  Vannes 

carried  earthen  ware  to  Great  Britain,  where  they 

bartered  it  for  dogs,  flaves,  tin^  and  furs.     Such  of 

thefe  articles  as  they  could  not  difpofe  of  at  home^ 

were  conveyed  to   Marfeilles,    and   exchanged   for 

wines,  ftuflfs,  and  fpiccs,  which  were  brought  there 

by  traders  from  Italy  or  Greece. 

This  kind  of  traffic  was  not  carried  on  by  all  the 
Gauls.  It  appears  from  Caefar's  account,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Belgia  had  prohibited  the  importation 
of  all  foreign  commodities,  as  tending  to  corrupt  their 
morals.  They  imagined  that  their  own  foil  was  fuf- 
ficiently  fruitful  to  anfwer  all  their  wants.  The 
Celtic  and  Acquitanian  Gauls  were  not  fo  drift.  To 
enable  them  to  pay  for  the  commodities  they  might 
procure  from  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  which  the 
demand  was  continually  increafing,  they  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  kind  of  labour  that  had  never  before  oc- 
curred to  them :  they  collefted  with  great  care  all 
the  gold  dull  that  was  brought  down  with  the  fand 
along  the  ftream  of  feveral  of  their  rivers. 

Although  the  Romans  had  neither  a  turn  for  trade, 
nor  held  it  in  any  kind  of  eftimation,  it  neceflarily 
increafed  in  Gaul,  after  they  had  fubdued,  and  in 
fcmie  meafure  civilized  it.  Sea-ports  were  eftablilh- 
ed  at  Aries,  Narbonne,  Bourdeaux,  and  other  places. 
Magnificent  roads  were  every  where  made,  the  ruins 
of  which  we  ftill  behold  with  aftonifhraent.    Every 
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havigable .  river  had  its  company  of  merchants,  to  b  o  o  k 
whom  confiderable  privileges  were  granted.     Thefe,  ^^'    , 
Were  called  Nautes,  and  were  the  agents  and  fprings 
of  a  general  circulation. 

This  rifing  fpirit  was  checked  by  tjie  inroads  of 
the  Franks  and  other  barbarous  nations  ;  nor  was  it 
reilored  to  its  former  aftivity,  even  when  thefe  rob- 
bers had  eftabliihed  thenifelves  in  their  conquefts. 
To  their  favage  fury  fucceeded  an  unbounded  paf- 
fion  for  wealth,  to  gratify  which,  they  had  recourfc 
to  every  kind  of  opprefliori.  Every  boat  that  came 
to  a  town  was  to  pay  a  duty  for  entrance,  another 
for  the  falute^  a  third  for  the  bridge,  a  fourth  for 
approaching  the  fhore,  a  fifth  for  anchorage,  a  fixth 
for  leave  to  unload,  and  a  feventh  for  ftore-room. 
Land  carriages  were  not  more^  favourably  treated, 
and  were  expofed  to  the  infuflferable  tyranny  of  cuf- 
tom-houfe  officers,  who  were  difperfed  all  over  the 
country.  Thefe  excefles  were  x:arried  fo  far,  that 
fometimes  the  goods  brought  to  market  did  not  pro- 
duce enough  to  pay  the  expences  incurred  before 
the  fale  of  them.  A  total  difcouragement  was  the 
heceflary  coniTequence  of  fuch  enormities. 

Cloifters  foon  became  the  only  places  where  iij- 
duilry  prevailed,  a.nd  manufadures  ^ere  carried  on. 
trhe  Monks  were  not  then  con-upted  by  idlenefs,  in- 
trigue, and  debauchery.  Ufeful  labours  filled  up 
the  vacancies  of  an  edifying  and  retired  lifef.  The 
moft  humble  and  robuft  of  them  fhared  the  toils  of 
agriculture  with  their  vaflals.  Thofe  to  whom  na- 
ture had  imparted  lefs  ftrength,  or  more  underftand- 
ing,  applied  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ne- 
gleded  and  abandoned  arts.  All  of  them  in  fileoce 
and  retirement  were  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  their 
coimtry,  the  fubftance  of  which  their  fuccefibrs  havie 
inceflantly  devoured,  whUe  they  difturbed  its  tran- 
quillity* 

If  thefe  reclufe  perfons  had  not  had  recourfe  to 
any  of  thofe  iniquitous  meafures  that  have  led  them 
to  the  degree  of  wealth  to  which  we  now  fee,  not 
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BOOK  without  inciigtiation,  they  have  attained  ;  they  muft 
,  '^'  ^  neceflarily  have  acquired  in  procefs  of  time,  as  it 
was  one  of  the  immediate  efFeds  of  their  conftitution. 
The  founders  of  monafteries  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of 
the  confequence,  though  evident  enough,  of  the 
aufterity  they  impofed  upoh  a  monaftic  fife.  They 
were  not  aware  of  the  accumulation  of  riches,  the 
limits  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  fix,  whenever  the 
annual  revenue  exceeds  the  annual  expenditure. 
This  expenditure  being  always  the  fame,  and  fubjeft 
to  no  variation,  except  that  of  the  circumftances 
which  raife  or  lower  the  price  of  provifions ;  and  the 
overplus  of  the  revenue  being  continually  accumu- 
lating, muft  at  length,  however  trifling  we  may  fup- 
pofe  it,  form  a  great  mafs  of  wealth.  The  prohi- 
biting ftatutes  enacted  with  refped  to  pofleflions  in 
mortmain,  may  therefore  retard,  but  can  never  put 
an  entire  flop  to,  the  progrefs  of  monaftic  opulence. 
The  cafe  is  not  the  fame  with  the  families  of  citizens 
which  are  not  fubfervient  to  any  kind  of  rule.  A 
prodigal  fon  fucceeds  to  an  avaricious  father,  fo  that 
cxpences  are  never  upon  the  fame  footing.  The  for- 
tune is  either  diflSipated,  or  it  is  improved.  Perfons 
who  have  laid  down  rules  for  religious  focieties,  have 
done  it  in  the  fole  view  of  making  holy  men  ;  but 
their  regulations  have  tended  more  diredly  and  more 
eflredually  to  make  rich  ones. 

Dagobert  excited  the  fpirit  of  his  countrymen  in 
the  feventh  century.  Fairs  were  opened,  to  which 
the  Saxons  flocked  with  tin  and  lead  from  England ; 
the  Jews  with  jewels  and  gold  or  filver  plate ;  the 
Sclavonians  with  all  the  metals  of  the  North ;  traders 
from  Lombardy,  Provence,  and  Spain,  with  the  com- 
modities of  their  refpedive  countries,  and  thofe  they 
received  from  Africa,  Egypt,  and  Syria;  the  mer- 
chants of  every  province  in  the  kingdom,  with  what- 
ever their  foil  and  their  induftry  afforded.  Unfortu- 
nately, this  profperity  was  of  a  fhort  duration  ;  it  dif- 
appeared  under  indolent  kings,  but  revived  under 
Charlemagne. 
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This  prince,  who  might  without  flattery  be  ranked  book 
with  the  greateft  men  recorded  in  hiftory,  had  he  not  ^  ^^' 
been  fometimes  influenced  by  fanguinary  fchemes  of 
conqueft,  and  fullied  with  ads  of  perlecution  and 
tyranny,  feemed  to  follow  the  footfl:ep3  of  thofe  firft 
Romans,  whofe  relaxations  from  the  fatigues  of  war, 
were  the  labours  of  agriculture.  He  applied  himfelf 
to  the  care  of  his  vaft  domains,  with  that  clofenefs 
and  flcill  which  would  hardly  be  expeded  from  the 
moll  afliduous  man  in  a  private  fl:ation.  All  the  great 
men  of  the  ftate  followed  his  example,  and  devoted 
themfelves  to  huibandry,  and  to  thofe  arts  which  at- 
tend, or  are  immediately  conneded  with  it.  From 
that  period  the  French  had  many  of  their  own  pro- 
dudions  to  barter,  and  could  with  great  eafe  make 
them  circulate  throughout  the  immeofe  empire  which 
was  then  fubjed  to  their  dominion. 

So  flourilhing  a  fituation  prefented  a  frefli  allure- 
ment to  the  Normans  to  indulge  the  inclination  they 
had  for  piracy.  Thofe  barbarians,  accuftomed  to  feek 
from  plunder  that  wealth  which  their  foil  did  not  af- 
ford, poured  forth  in  multitudes  out  of  their  inhofpita- 
ble'climate  in  quell  of  booty.  They  attacked  all  the 
fea-coafts,  but  more  efpecially  thofe  of  France,  which 
promifed  the  richeft  fpoil,  with  the  greateft  avidity. 
The  ravages  they  committed,  the  cruelties  they  exer- 
cifed,  the  flame$  they  kindled  for  a  whole  century  in 
thofe  fertile  provinces,  cannot  be  remembered  with- 
out horror.  During  that  fatal  period  nothing  was 
thought  of  but  how  to  efcape  flavery  or  death.  There 
was  no  intercourfe  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  confequently  no  trade. 

In  the  mean  time  the  nobles,  intra fted  with  the 
adminiftration  of  the  provinces,  had  infenfibly  made 
themfelves  matters  of  them,  and  had  found  means  to 
make  their  authority  hereditary.  They  had  not,  in- 
deed, thrown  off  all  dependence  on  the  head  of  the 
empire  ;  but,  although  they  retained  the  humble  ap- 
pellation of  vaflals,  they  were  not  much  lefs  formid- 
able to  the  ilate  than  the  kings  in  the  neighbourhood 
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o  o  K  of  its  frontiers.  They  were  confirmed  in  their  ufur- 
^'  pations  at  the  memorable  era  when  the  fceptre  was 
removed  from  the  family  of  Charlemagne  to  that  of 
the  Capets.  From  that  time  there  were  no  national 
aflembUes,  no  tribunals,  no  l^ws,  no  government.  In 
that  fatal  confufion,  the  fword  ofurped  the  place  of 
juftice,  and  the  free  citizens  were  forced  to  embrace 
fervitude,  to  purchafe  the  protedion  of  a  chief  who 
was  able  to  defend  them. 

Commerce  could  not  poffibly  fiourifh  when  loaded 
with  the  fhackles  of  flavery,  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
continual  diilurbances  occafioned  by  the  moll  cruej 
anarchy.  Induftry  is  the  child  of  peace ;  nothing 
depreffes  it  fo  much  as  fervitude.  Genius  languifhes 
when  it  is  not  animated  by  hope  and  emulation ;  an4 
neither  of  thefe  can  fubfift  where  there  is  no  property. 
Nothing  is  a  ftronge?:  recommendation  of  liberty,  or 
more  fully  proves  the  rights  of  mankind,  than  the 
impoffibility  of  working  fuccefsfuUy  to  enrich  barba- 
rous mafters. 

None  of  the  kings  of  France  had  any  conception 
of  this  important  truth,  till  they  became  fenfible  of 
it,  from  experiencing  the  inconveniences  of  an  au- 
thority expofed  to  perpetual  reftraint.  They  there- 
fore endeavoured  to  limit  the  power  of  thofe  fubaltern 
tyrants,  who,  by  ruining  their  unfortunate  vaffals, 
perpetuated  the  calamities  of  the  monarchy.  St. 
Lewis  was  the  firft  who  introduced  trade  into  the 
fyftem  of  government.  Before  his  time  it  was  only 
the  work  of  chance  and  circumftances.  He  brought 
it  under  the  regulation  of  ftated  laws ;  and  he  him- 
felf  drew  up  ftatutes,  which  have  ferved  as  a  model 
for  thofe  that  have  fiace  been  enaded. 

Thefe  firft  fteps  led  t^e  way  to  meafures  of  greater 
importance.  The  old  law,  which  forbade  the  expor- 
tation of  all  the  produdtions  of  the  |ringdpm,  was  ftill  in 
force,  and  agricultiure  was  difcouraged  by  this  abfurd 
prohibition.  The  wife  monarch  removed  thefe  fatal 
impediments ;  expeding,  not  without  reafon,  that  a 
free  exportation  would  reftore  to  the  nation  thofe 
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treafures  which  his  imprudent  expedition  into  AfilaB  o  q  i( 
had  lavifhed.  .  J^' 

Some  political  events  feconded  thefe  falutary  views. 
Before  the  reign  of  St.  Lewfe,  the  kings  of  France 
had  but  few  ports  on  the  ocean,  and  none  on  the 
Mediterranean.  The  northern  coafts  were  divided 
between  the  counts  of  Flanders  and  the  dukes  of 
Burgundy,  Normandy,  and  Britany :  the  reft  be- 
longed to  the  Englifh.  The  fouthem  coafts  were 
poflefled  by  the  counts  of  Touloufe,  and  the  kings 
of  Majorca,  Arragon,  and  Caftile.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, the  inland  provinces  could  not,  without  much 
difficulty,  open  a  communication  with  the  foreign 
markets.  The  union  of  the  county  of  Touloufe  with 
the  crown,  removed  this  great  obftacle,  at  leaft  with 
refpeft  to  a  part  of  the  French  territory. 

Philip,  the  fon  of  St.  Lewis,  in  order  to  improve 
the  advantages  arifing  from  this  acquilition,  endea- 
voured to  draw  to  Nifmes,  a  city  under  bis  juriftiic- 
tion,  part  of  the  trade  carried  on  at  MontpeJlier, 
which  helonged  to  the  king  of  Arragon.  The  privi- 
leges he  granted  produced  the  defired  eflfed  :  but  it 
was  foon  found  that  this  fuccefs  was  not  of  much 
real  advantage.  The  Italians  filled  the  kingdom 
with  fpices,  perfumes,  filks,  and  all  the  rich  ftuffs  of 
the  £aft. .  The  arts  had  not  made  fufficient  progrefg 
in  France  to  admit  of  their  produdions  being  offered 
in  exchange ;  and  the  returns  of  agriculture  were 
inadequate  to  the  expences  of  Co  many  objeds  of 
luxury.  A  trade  of  fuch  valuable  articles  could  not 
be  carried  on  without  money,  smd  there  was  but  little 
in  the  kingdom,  efpecially  fince  the  expeditions  of 
the  Crufades ;  although  France  was  then  richer  than 
moft  of  the  other  European  nations^ 

Philip,  furnamcd  The  Fair,  was  (cnGhUt  of  thefe 
truths  ;  he  found  means  to  improve  agriculture,  fo  a$ 
to  anfwer  the  demands  of  foreign  importations ;  ^nci 
thefe  he  reduced,  by  eftabUftiing  new  manufaaures, 
and  improving  the  old  ones.  Under  this  reign  the 
miniftry  firft  undertook  to  guide  the  hand  of  the 

A  iiij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8  HISTORY  or  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  artift,  and  to  direft  his  labours.  The  breadth,  the 
,  'y*  .  quality,  and  the  dreffing  of  the  cloths,  were  fixed ; 
the  exportation  of  wool,  which  the  neighbouring  na* 
tions  came  to  purchafe  m  order  to  mauufafture  it, 
was  prohibited.  .Thefewere  the  leaft  unreafonablc 
jneafures  that  could  be  purfued  in  thofe  times  of 
ignorance. 

Since  that  period,  the  progrefs  of  the  arts  was  pro- 
portioned to  the  decline  of  feudal  tyranny.  The; 
French,  however,  did  not  begin  to  form  their  tafte 
till  the  time  of  their  expeditions  into  Italy.  They 
were  dazzled  with  a  multitude  of  new  objefts  that 
prefented  themfclves  at  Genoa,  Venice,  and  Flo- 
fence.  The  ftridnefs  obferved  by  Anne  of  Bretagne, 
under  the  reigns  of  Charles  VUI.  and  Lewis  XII.  at 
firft  reftrained  the  conquerors  from  giving  full  fcope 
to  their  propenfity  for  imitation  j  but  no  fooner  had 
Francis  I.  invited  the  women  to  court,  no  fooner  had 
Catherine  of  Medici^  croffed  the  Alps,  than  the 
great  affedled  an  elegance  unknown  before  fince  the 
firft  foundation  of  the  monarchy.  The  whole  natign 
was  feduced  by  this  alluring  example  of  luxury,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  manufadiires  was  the  natu- 
ral confequence. 

From  Henry  II.  to  Henry  IV.  the  civil  wars,  the 
^nhappy  divifions  of  religion,  the  ignorance  of  go- 
vernment, the  fpirit  of  finance  which  began  to  have 
its  influence  in  the  council :  the  barbarous  and  de- 
vouring avarice  of  men  in  bufinefs,  encouraged  by 
the  proteftion  they  enjoyed  j  all  thefe  feveral  caufes 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  induftry,  but  could  never 
deftroy  it.  It  revived  with  frefli  fplendour  under  the 
frugal  adminiftration  of  Sully  It  was  almoft  extin- 
guilhed  under  that  of  Richelieu  and  Mazarin,  both 
governed  by  the  farmers  of  the  revenue ;  one  wholly 
taken  up  with  his  ambition  for  empire  and  his  fpirit 
of  revenge,  the  other  with  intrigue  and  plunder. 
Firft  jop'      No  king  of  France  had  ever  ferioufly  confidered 


^» 


of  the 


French  to   the  advautagcs  that  might  accrue  from  a  trade  to  In- 
thcEaftin-  ^[^^  ^qj.  jj^d  the  emulation  of  the  French  been  e:?^ 
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cited  by  the  luftre  which  other  nations  derived  from  b 
it.     They  confumed  more  eaftern  produdiions  than  ^ 
any  other  nation  ;  they  were  as  favourably  fituated 
for  procuring  them  at  the  firft  hand  ;  and  yet  they 
were  content  to  pay  to  foreign   induftry  what  their 
own  might  as  well  have  partaken  of. 

Some  merchants  of  Rouen  had  ventured,  indeed, 
in  1503,  upon  a  fmall  expedition ;  but  Gonneville, 
who  commanded  it,  met  with  violent  ftorms  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  call  upon  unknown  lands, 
and  with  much  difficulty  got  back  to  Europe, 

In  1 601,  a  fociety  formed  in  Bretagne  fitted  out 
two  fliips,  to  endeavour  to  get  a  (hare,  if  poffible,  of 
the  riches  of  the  Eaft,  which  the  Portuguefe,  the 
Englifli,  and  the  Dutch,  were  contending  for.  Py- 
rard,  who  commanded  thefe  Ihips,  arrived  at  the 
Maldives,  and  did  not  return  to  his  own  country  till 
after  an  unfortunate  navigation  of  ten  years, 

A  new  company,  headed  by  one  Girard,  a  native 
of  Flanders,  fitted  out  fome  fhips  from  Normandy 
for  the  Ifland  of  Java,  in  1616  and  1619.  They  re- 
turned with  cargoes  fufficient  to  indenmify  the. ad- 
venturers, but  not  to  engourage  them  to  any  frelli 
undertakings. 

Captain  Reginon,  upon  the  expiration  of  this  fruit- 
lefs  grant  in  1633,  prevailed  upon  fome  merchants 
of  Dieppe,  two  years  after,  to  enter  upon  a  track 
which  might  be  productive  of  great  riches,  if  pro- 
perly purfued.  Fortune  baffled  the  endeavours  of 
the  new  adventurers.  The  only  advantage  gained 
by  thefe  repeated  expeditions,  was  the  high  opinion 
that  was  conceived  of  Madagafcar,  which  till  that 
time  had  been  neglefted  by  the  Portuguefe,  the 
Dutch,  and  the  Englifh,  who  had  not  found  there 
any  of  the  objefts  which  attraded  them  to  the  Eaft. 

The  favourable  impreffion  the  French  had  received 
of  this  ifland,  gave  rife  to  a  Company  in  1642,  which 
intended  to  make  a  confiderable  fettlement  upon  it, 
with  a  view  of  fecuring  to  their  fliips  the  neceflary 
refrelhments  for  failing  further,    The  charter  of  this 
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BOOK  Company  was  to  laft  twenty  years;  but  the  cruelties 
,  ^^'  .  committed  by  its  agents,  together  with  their  many 
ads  of  perfidy  and  difhonefty,  put  an  end  to  its  ex- 
iftence  before  the  completion  of  that  period.  Its 
capital  was  confumed;  and  in  return  for  all  its  ex- 
pences,  it  had  nothing  more  than  four  or  five  ham- 
lets, fituated  along  the  coaft,  conftruded  with  planks, 
covered  in  wit-h  leaves,  furrounded  with  flakes,  and 
decorated  with  the  pompous  name  of  forts,  becaufe 
there^  were  a  few  batteries  upon  them.  The  defenders 
of  thefe  wretched  huts  were  reduced  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  robbers ;  whofe  tyranny  daily  in- 
creafed  the  hatred  that  had  been  fworn  againft  their 
nation.  A  few  fmall  diftrids,  abandoned  by  the  na- 
tives, and  foriie  rather  more  extenfive,  from  which 
a  tribute  of  provifions  was  exaded  by  force ;  thefe 
\yere  the  only  advantages  that  had  been  obtained. 

The  Marfhal  de  la  Meilleraie  feized  upon  thefe 
ruins,  and  conceived  the  projed  of  reftoring  this  ill- 
condudled  undertaking  for  his  own  private  emolu- 
ment.    He  met  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  that  his  proper- 
ty fold  but  for  20,000  livres  [833I.  6s.  8d.,]  which  was 
full  as  much  as  it  was  worth. 
AoEaftin-      At  length,  in   1664,  Colbert  undertook  to  make 
dia  Com-    France  a  fliarer  in  the  Eaft  India  trade.     There  were 
biiihcd  in    great  inconveniencies  attending  this  intercourfe  with 
1^^"'      Afia.     It  could  fcarce  furnifli  any  thing  but  articles 
ir.cntsgivcn  of  luxury  ;  it  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  arts  which 
dadon.^^°'  the  French  were  labouring  with  fo  much  fuccefs  to 
ellablifh  ;  it  procured  but  very  little  vent  for  the 
national  provilions  and  manufadureg  ;  and  neceflarily  • 
.    occafioned  a  great  exportation  of  fpecie.     Confider- 
ations  of  fo  important  a  nature  were  calculated  to 
excite  fufpenfe  in  the  mind  of  a  minifter,  whofe  plans 
were  purfued  with  no  other  view  but  to  extend  every 
branch  of  induftry,  and  to  add  to  the  riches  of  the 
kingdom.  .  But  the  French,  in  imitation  of  the  other 
Europeans,  difplayed  a  determined  tafte  for  the  lux- 
uries of  the  Eaft.     It  was  thought  that  it  woi^Id  be 
more  advantageous,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  ho- 
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nocrable,  to  go  in  fearch  of  them  acrofs  an  immenfe  book 
ocean,  than   to  receive  them   from  rivals,  perhaps  ^    ^^' 
from  enemies.  '    ^ 

The  mode  of  carrying  this  matter  into  execution, 
was  already  traced  out.  It  was  then  a  maxim  fo 
generally  received,  that  fuch  nice  and  complicated 
operations  could  only  be  managed  by  an  exclufive 
charter,  that  the  boldeft  fpeculator  would  not  have 
called  it  in  qu^ftion.  An  Eaft  India  Company  was 
therefore  created,  veiled  with  all  the  privUegcs  en* 
joyed  by  thofe  of  Holland  and  England.  Colbert 
went  ftiU  further ;  and  confidering  that  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  great  commercial  undertakings, 
there  is  naturally  a  degree  of  confidence  exifting  in 
republican  governments,  which  Cannot  be  expeded 
in  a  monarchy,  had  recourfe  to  every  expedient  that 
could  produce  it. 

A  charter  was  granted  for  fifty  years,  that  the 
Company  might  be  encouraged  to  form  great  fettle- 
ments,  with  a  profpedt  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  them. 

All  foreigners  advancing  20,000  livres[  833I.  6s.  8d.] 
were  to  be  deemed  Frenchmen,  without  the  privilege 
of  naturalization. 

On  the  like  terms,  oflicers,  whatever  corps  they 
belonged  to,  ^yere  allowed  leave  of  abfence,  without 
forfeiting  the  rights  of  their  poll,  or  their  pay. 

Whatever  was  wanted  for  the  building,  equipment, 
or  viduallii^g  of  tl^e  fhips,  was  to  be  exempted  from 
all  the  duties  pf  export  or  import,  as  well  as  from 
thofe  of  the  admiralty. 

The  government  engaged  to  pay  fifty  livres 
[2I.  IS.  8d.]  per  ton  for  all  goods  exported  from  France 
to  India,  and  feventy  five  Uvres  [3I,  2s.  6d.]  for  every 
ton  imported  from  thence. 

It  was  agreed,  that  the  fettlements  of  the  Com- 
pany Ihould  be  defended  with  a  fufficient  military  force, 
and  that  their  outward  and  homeward  bound  {hips 
fiiould  be  fumifhed  with  as  ftrong  a  convoy  as  exi- 
gencies fhould  require. 

The  ruling  paffion  of  the  nation  was  made  fubfer- 
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Kvient  to  this  eftablifhment.  Hereditary  titles  and 
honours  were  promifed  to  fuch  as  Ihould  diftinguifh 
themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company.     * 

As  trade  was  yet  in  its  infancy  in  France,  and 
was  unable  to  furnifti  the  fiften  millions  [625,0001.], 
that  were  to  conftitute  the  flock  of  the  new  fociety, 
the  miniftry  engaged  to  lend  as  far  as  three  milhons 
£125,000!.].  The  nobles,  the  magiftrates,  all  orders 
of  men,  were  invited  to  Ihare  the  reft.  The  nation, 
proud  to  pleafe  their  Iting,  who  had  not  yet  crufhed 
them  with  the  weight  of  his  falfe  greatnefs,  came 
into  the  propofal  with  great  eagernels, 

MadagaCcar  was  again  deftined  to  be  the  nurfery 
of  the  new  affociation.     The  repeated  misfortunes 
experienced  there,  did  not  invalidate  the  idea  of  its 
being  the  beft  bafis  for  the  vaft  edifice  that  was  to 
be  raifed.     In  order  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of 
thefe  views,  we  muft  endeavour  to  acquire   as  tho- 
rough a  knowledge   as   poffible   of  this  celebrated 
iiland. 
The  French     Madagafcar,  which  is  feparated  from  the  continent 
ws^'^^'of  Africa  by  the  Mozambique  channel,  is  fituated 
Madagaf-    at  the  entrance  of  the  Indian  ocean,  between  the 
Sipti^n  of  twelfth  and  twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  and  be- 
that  ifland.  tween  the  fixty-fecond  and  feventieth  degree  of  lon- 
gitude.    It  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  leagues 
in  length,  one  hundred  and  twenty   in  its  greateft 
breadth,  and  about  eight  hundred  in  circumference. 
The  coafts  of  this  great  ifland  are  in  general  un- 
wholefome ;  an  evil  arifing  from  natural  caufe^,  and 
which  might  be  remedied.     The  land  which  we  in- 
habit  has  been  rendered  wholefome  merely  by  the  la- 
bours of  man.     In  its  original  ftate,  it  was  covered 
with  forefts  and  morafles,  which  corrupted  the  air. 
Such  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  Madagafcar.     The  rains, 
as  in  the  other  countries  fituated  under  the  tropics, 
are  periodical.     They  form  rivers,  which,  in  endea- 
vouring to  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  ocean,  find 
their  mouths  blocked  up  by  fands,  which  the  ipotion 
pf  the  fea  h^s  driven  there  in  the  dry  feafon ;  that  is 
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to  fay,  when  the  volume  or  rapidity  of  the  waters  is  b  o  o  K 
not  fufficient  to  overcome  this  obftacle.    The  waters  .    'J'    . 
Hopped   by  this  barrier,  flow  back   again   into  the 
plain,  where  they  become  flagnant  for  a  certain  time,    ' 
and  fill  the  horizon  with  deftrudive  exhalations,  till 
at  length,  furixiounting  the  impediment  by  which  they 
were  confined,  they  procure   themfelves  an  outlet. 
We  fliall  be  convinced  of  this  fad,  if  we  confider 
that  the  coafts  are  unwholefome  only  in  the  rainy 
feafon;  that  the  column  of  corrupted  air  never  ex- 
tends to  any  diftance ;  that,  in  the  inland  parts,  the 
atmofphere  is  always  pure ;  and  the  banks  are  al- 
ways wholefome  in  thofe  places  where,  from   local 
circumftances,  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  is  uninterupt- 
ed. 

By  whatever  winds  the  navigator  may  arrive  at 
Madagafcar,  he  meets  with  nothing  but  a  barren 
fand.  This  fterility  terminates  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league  or  two.  Throughout  the  reft  of  the  iiland, 
nature,  in  perpetual  vegetation,  produces  fpontane-^ 
ouily,  both  in  the  forefts  and  in  the  open  grounds, 
cotton,  indigo,  hemp,  honey,  white-pepper,  fago,  ba- 
nanas, the  Amboyna  cabbage,  and  the  ravendfara, 
a  kind  of  fpice  little  known,  with  a  multitude  of 
other  nutritious  plants,  foreign  to  our  climates.  The 
whole  ifland  is  covered  -with  palms,  cacao,  and  orange 
trees,  gum-plants  and  woods  fit  for  conftrudion,  and 
ufeful  in  all  the  arts.  There  is  not,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  any  kind  of  culture,  except  that  of  rice.  The 
ruflies  that  grow  in  the  morafles  are  pulled  up,  and 
the  feed  is  carelefsly  fcattered  on  the  ground.  Cat- 
tle are  afterwards  made  to  pafs  over  it,  which,  by 
their  trampling,  pufh  the  grain  into  the  foil:  the 
reft  is  left  to  chance.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  rice 
cultivated  upon  the  mountains  in  the  rainy  feafon, 
and  with  as  little  care.  Thefe  regions  are  not  fer- 
tilized by  the  fweat  of  mens  brows.  The  fruitful- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  increafed  by  the  prolific  quality  of 
the  waters,  muft  here  be  fubftituted  to  every  kind 
of  labour. 
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BOOK  OxeD,  fheep,  hogs,  and  goats,  feed  day  and  night 
.  ^^'  in  the  meadows,  inceflantly  fpringing  up  afreih, 
which  narure  has  formed  at  Madagafcar.  Neither 
horfes  nor  buffaloes,  nor  camels,  nor  any  kind  of 
beaft  fit  for  burden  or  for  the  faddle,  are  to  be 
met  with  here,  though  every  thing  feems  to  befpeak 
,     that  they  would  profper. 

It  has  been  an  opinion  too  lightly  adopted,  that 
gold  and  filver  were  the  produce  of  this  ifland.  But 
it  is  an  eftablifhed  fad,  that  at  no  great  diftance 
from  the  bay  of  Antongil,  there  are  copper  mines 
that  yield  confiderably,  and  mines  of  very  pure  iron 
in  the  inland  parts. 

The  origin  of  the  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar,  as 
that  of  moft  other  people,  is  loft  in  extravagant  and 
and  fabulous  accounts.  Whether  they  be  natives  of 
the  ifland,  or  have  been  tranfplanted  there,  is  a  que- 
ftion  which,  in  jail  probability,  will  never  be  decided. 
We  cannot,  however,  avoid  thinking,  that  they  are 
not  all  derived  from  one  common  ftock,  when  we 
confider  the  different  forms  by  which  they  are  df- 
ftinguiflied. 

This  variety  certainly  depends  upon  the  general 
manner  in  which  iflands  are  formed.  In  times  an- 
terior to  the  origin  of  navigation,  they  have  all  been 
connected  with  fome  conrinent  from  which  they 
have  been  feperated  by  thofe  natural  commotions 
that  are  but  too  frequently  renewed.  If  the  ifland 
hath  been  fuddenly  broken  off,  we  fliall  find  only 
one  race  of  men  upon  it.  If  the  adjacent  countries 
have  been  threatened  with  this  feparation  a  long  rime 
before  it  has  taken  place,  the  imminent  danger  will 
have  fet  all  the  different  people  in  motion ;  and'  each 
of  them  win  have  flocked  in  crowds  to  the  fpot  where 
they  expected  to  be  mpft  fecure.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  dreadful  phenomenon  will  have  happened ;  and 
the  portion  of  land  that  had  been  furrounded  with 
water,  will  contain  different  races  of  men,  having 
neither  the  feme  complexion  nor  the  fame  ftature, 
nor  fpeaking  the  fame  language. 
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Wc  have  every  reafon  to  think,  that  this  has  been  book 
the  cafe  with  the  ifland '  of  Madagafcar,  In  the  .  '  ^ 
Weftem  parts  of  the  ifland,  we  find  a  people  called 
J^ifwox,  who  are  in  general  not  more  than  four  feet 
high,  and  who  never  grow  beyond  four  feet  four 
inches.  It  is  fuppofed  that  they  are  now  reduced  to 
fifteen  thoufand  fouls ;  though  they  muft  have  been 
more  numerous  before  the  oeftrudive  and  unfortu- 
nate war,  which  obliged  them  to  quit  the  fpot  on 
which  they  had  firfl:  fettled.  Being  driven  from  their 
country,  they^  took  refuge  in  a  very  fertile  valley, 
Turrounded  with  fteep  rocks,  where  they  live^  with- 
out having  any  intercourfe  with  their  neighbours. 
When  their  former  cimquerors  unite  to  attack  them 
in  this  fortunate  fituation,  they  drive  a  great  number 
of  K>xen  to  the  borders  of  thefe  mountains.  The 
enemy,  who  had  no  other  fpoil  in  view,  feize  upon 
the  cattle,  and  lay  down  their  arms,  to  take  them 
up  again,  when  they  can  fucceed  in  forming  another 
confederacy  fufficiently  powerful  to  induce  the  J^- 
mos  to  purchafe  peace  anew. 

This  expedient,  which  is  adapted  to  thefe  weak 
and  timid  people,  would  by  no  means  be  fuitable  to 
a  powerful  nation.  The  pufillanimous  fovereign  or 
minifter  who  purchafes  peace,  invites  his  enemy  to 
make  war,  and  ftrengthens  him  for  the  purpofe  with 
all  the  money  he  gives,  while  he  weakens  himfelf 
in  the  fame  proportion.  He  is  a  bad  politician,  who 
condufts  himfelf  as  if  he  had  only  a  few  years  to 
live,  and  who  is  very  little  foliiitous  of  the  fate  of 
the  empire  after  his  death. 

Madagafcar  is  divided  into  feveral  colonies,  more 
or  lefs  numerous,  and  independent  of  each  other. 
Each  of  thefe  feeble  communities  lives  in  a  diftrift 
that  belongs  to  it,  and  is  governed  by  its  own  laws, 
A  confiderable  degree  of  authority  is  lodged  in  a  chief, 
who  is  eledlive  in  feme  places,  hereditary  in  others, 
and  fometimes  a  ufurper.  He  cannot,  however,  en- 
gage in  war  without  the  confent  of  the  principal  mem- 
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BOOK  bers  of  the  date,  nor  fupport  it  without  the  voluntary 
'  •      contributions  and  exertions  of  his  people. 

The  ftripping  of  the  cultivated  lands,  the  Healing 
of  cattle,  and  the  carrying  off  of  women  and  children, 
are  the  ordinary  caufe  of  their  divifions.  Thefe  ruftic 
people  are  tormented  with  the  rage  of  acquiring  pof- 
leffions  by  unjuft  and  violent  meafures,  as  ftrongly  as 
the  moll  civilized  nations  are.  Their  hoftilities  are 
not  deftrudive  ;  but  the  prifoners  are  always  made 
flaves. 

The  people  of  Madagafcar  have  not  a  very  com- 
prehenfive  idea  of  the  right  of  property,  from  whence 
an  inclination  for  labour  is  derived,  and  which  is  the 
principle  of  defence  and  of  fubmiffion  to  governments 
Reafons  of  difcontent,  convenience,  or  neceffity,  eafily 
prevail  .upon  them  to  quit  the  fpot  they  live  on  for 
another,  which  is  either  more  fertile,  or  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  their  enemies.  It  frequently  happens, 
even  that  an  inhabitant  of  Madagafcar  leaves  his 
country,  merely  from  motives  of  caprice ;  and  changes 
his  refidence  again  upon  any  new  fancy,  or  when  he 
is  apprehenfive  of  puniftiment  for  fome  outrageous 
ad,  or  for  fome  theft.  He  is  certain  of  finding  lands 
to  cultivate  wherever  he  goes ;  for  they  are  never 
parcelled  out.  The  grounds  are  ufually  fown  by  the 
community,  who  afterwards  fliare  the  produce.  Civil 
right  is  therefore  of  little  confequence  in  thefe  re- 
gions ;  but  political  right  is  Hill  more  confined. 

Although  the  people  of  Madagafcar  admit  the  pre- 
vailing doftrine  of  the  two  principles,  yet  they  have 
but  a  confufed  idea  of  it,  nor  have  they  any  form  of 
worfliip  whatever.  They  have  not  the  leail  concep- 
tion of  the  exiftence  of  another  life,  and  yet  they  be* 
lievc  in  ghofts  :  but  we  are  not  to  expect  ideas  more 
conneded  among  barbarians,  than  we  meet  with  a- 
mong  the  mod  enlightened  nations.  The  moft  fatal 
of  their  prejudices  is  that  which  has  fettled  lucky  and 
unlucky  days  ;  by  which  children  that  are  born  un- 
der unfavourable   aufpices   are   inhumanly  put   to  , 
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death.    This  is  a  cruel  error,,  which  hinders  or  de-  b  o  o  fc 
ftrqys  population.  .    ^^\  . 

Few  people  bear  pain  and  afiSidion  with  fo  much 
patience  as  the  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar.  £yen 
the  approach  of  death,  the  confequence  of  Which 
their  education  hath  not  taught  them  to  fear,  ne« 
ver  difturbs  them.  They  expecSt  the  inftant  of  their 
diffolution,  a  period  fo  diftrefBng  to  us,  with  a  degree 
of  refignation  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive*  It  is  . 
perhaps  a  comfort  to  them  to  be  affured,  that  they 
ihall  not  be  forgotten,  when  they  are  no  more.  •  The 
inhabitants  of  thefe  favage  rfegions  entertain  a  very 
high  fenfe  of  the  refpeft  that  is  due  to  their  anceftors. 
It  is  a  common  thing  to  fee  men  of  all  ages  go  to 
weep  over  the  grave  of  their  fkthers,  and  to  aflc  ad- 
vice of  them  in  the  moft  interefting  adions  of  their 
life. 

Thefe  robuft,  and  rather  well*made  iflanders,  have 
not  the  fame  indifference  for  the  prefent  as  they  have 
for  the  future.  As  they  are  never  reftrained  in  their 
inclinations  by  the  tics  of  morality  or  religion,  or  by 
that  enlightened  kind  of  police  which  puts 'a  ftop  to 
the  propenfities  of  men,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  or- 
'der  of  fociety,  they  are  entirely  devoted  to  their  paf- 
lions.  They  indulge  with  rapture  in  feftivals,  fing- 
ing,  dancing,  and  ftrong  liquors,  and  are  extravagant- 
ly addided  to  women.  Every  inftant  of  an  idle  fe- 
dentary  life,  free  from  the  cravings  of  want,  is  diffi- 
pated  in  fenfual  pleafures,  which  are  denied  by  na- 
ture to  the  favages  of  the  north,  who  exhauft  their 
Eowers  in  the  fearch  of  food  neceffary  for  their  mifera- 
le  and  precarious  exiftence.  Befide  the  wife  whom 
they  marry  in  ceremony,  the  inhabitants  of  Madagaf- 
car take  as  many  concubines  as  they  can  get.  Di- 
vorce is  common  among  them,  though  nothing  be  fo 
rare  as  jealoufy.  Moft  of  them,  indeed,  efteem  them- 
felves  honoured  in  having  illegitimate  children,  when 
they  are  of  a  white  race.  The  fplendour  of  the  ori- 
gin compenfates  for  the  obliquity  of  the  birth. 

We  may  perceive  a  beginning  of  knowledge  and 
.       FbI.2L  5 
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BOOK  induftry  among  thefc  people.  With  filk,  cdtton,  aiM 
*^'  thread  made  of  the  barks  of  trees,  they  manufadure 
fome  fluffs.  They  are  not  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  melting  and  forging  iron.  Their  earthen  war^ 
is  rather  agreeable  to  the  eye.  In  feveral  diftrids, 
they  praftife  the  mode  of  exprelfing  their  thoughts 
in  writing.  They  have  even  books  of  hiftory,  phyfic, 
and  aftrology,  committed  to  the  care  of  their  Ombis, 
who  have  been  improperly  confidered  as  priefts,  and 
who,  in  facft,  are  irapoftors,  who  ftyle  themfelves,  and 
perhaps  believe  themfelves  to  be,  forcerers.  This 
kind  of  knowledge,  which  is  more  diffufed  in  the 
weftern  part  than  in  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  has  been 
brought  by  the  Arabs,  who  have  traded  there  from 
time  immemorial. 

A  few  diftind  ads  of  anger  ajid  rage,  committed 
in  the  height  of  fome  violent  paffion,  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  calumniate  the  whole  ifland  of  Madagafcar, 
and  fligmatize  its  inhabitants  with  the  title  of  fero- 
cious. On  the  contrary,  they  are  naturally  fociable, 
lively,  cheerful,  vain,  and  even  imprefled  with  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude.  All  travellers,  who  have  penetrated 
into  the  interior  part  of  the  ifland,  have  been  kindly 
received  there,  aflifted  in  their  wants,  treated  as  men 
and  brethren.  Upon  the  coafts,  where  miftruft  is 
ufually  more  prevaiUng,  the  navigators  have  rarely 
experienced  any  ads  of  violence  or  perfidy.  Four 
and  twenty  Arabian  families,  which,  for  a  number  of 
generations,  had  ufurped  the  empire  in  the  province 
of  Anofli,  had  enjoyed  it  for  a  long  time  unmolefted, 
till  they  were  deprived  of  it  in  1771,  without  either 
cxpulfion,  maflacre,  or  oppreffion.  In  a  word,  the 
language  of  thefef  iflanders  readily  adapts  itfelf  to  ex^ 
prefs  fentiments  of  the  utmoft  tendemefs ;  and  this 
circumftance  alone  is  calculated  to  give  us  a  very  fa- 
vourable impreflion  of  the  foftnefs  of  their  manners, 
and  of  their  focial  turn. 
oon^na  of  Such  was  the  ftate  of  Madagafcar,  when  four  French 
^^^ J^f*  veflels  arrived  there,  in  1665.  The  Company  that 
gtfcar.      had  fent  them  out  was  rcfolved  to  form  a  folid  efta- 
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]»liihment  on  this  ifland.    The  projed  was  wife,  and  book 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  execution  of  it  would  be .    ^^'    , 

expenfive.  what  they 

.   All  the  colonies  which  the  Europeans  have  efta-^J8^^JJ|^*^ 
bliihed  in  America,  to  obtain  the  produce  of  that  part  Saw  d^« 
of  the  world  j  or  all  thofe  they  have  fixed  at  the  Cape'***^*" 
of  Good  Hope,  and  in  the  ifles  of  France,  of  Bourbon, 
and  St.  Helena,  for  the  cultivation  qf  their  commerce 
to  the  Indies,  have  required  enormous  expences,  a 
long  fpace  of  time,  and  confiderable  labours.     Many 
of  thefe  countries  were  entirely  defert,  and  in  others 
there  were  only  found  inhabitants,  whom  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  render  ufefuK     Madagafcar,  on  the  con- 
trary, prefented  a  foil  naturally  fertile,  and  a  nu- 
merous, tradable,  and  intelligent  fet  of  inhabitants, 
who  wanted  only  inftrudion  to  enable  them  effec- 
tually to  aflift  in  any  purpofe  that  was  intended. 

Thefe  iflanders  were  haraffed  with  the  ftate  of  war 
and  anarchy  in  which  they  continually  lived.  They 
ardently  wiihed  for  a  police  which  might  make  them 
enjoy  peace  and  liberty;  It  was  no  matter  of  doubt, 
but  that,  with  difpofitions  fo  favourable,  they  would 
readily  concur  in  any  attempts  made  to  civilize 
them. 

Nothing  was  more  eafy  than  to  have  made  this 
ifland  of  confiderable  utility.  With  proper  attention, 
Madagafcar  might  have  produced  a  multitude  of 
commodities  fit  for  India,  for  Perfia,  for  Arabia,  and 
for  the  continent  of  Africa.  By  inviting  a  few  In- 
dians and  Chinefe  to  this  fpot,  all  the  arts  and  cul- 
tures of  Afia  would  have  been  naturalized  in  the 
ifland.  It  was  eafy  to  conftrudt  fliips  there,  becaufe 
materials  were  to  be  found  for  this  purpofe  of  the  beft 
quality,  and  in  plenty ;  and  they  might  even  have 
been  readily  equipped,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  dif- 
played  a  turn  for  navigation,  All  thefe  innovations 
would  have  acquired  more  folidity  than  the  conquefts 
of  the  Europeans  in  the  £aft  Indies  can  ever  have  ; 
for  the  natives  of  thofe  regions  will  never  adopt  our 
laws,  our  manners,  or  our  mode  of  worfhip ;  and  con- 
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BOOK  fequently  they  will  never  have  that  kind  of  favounr- 
.    'y*    ,  ble  difpofition,  which  attaches  people  to  a  new  form 
of  government. 

It  was  impoffible  that  fo  fortunate  a  revolution  could 
have  been  efFedled  by  violence.  A  numerous,  brave, 
and  uncivilized  people,  would  never  have  fubmitted 
to  the  chains  with  which  a  few  barbarous  foreigners 
might  have  wifhed  to  load  them.  It  was  by  the  foft 
mode  of  perfuafion  ;  it  was  by  the  fcducing  profpe^k 
of  happinefs ;  it  was  by  the  allurements  of  a  quiet 
life  ;  it  was  by  the  advantages  of  our  police,  by  the 
enjoyments  attending  our  induftry,  and  by  the  fu- 
periority  of  our  talents,  that  the  whole  ifland  was  to 
be  brought  to  concur  in  a  plan  equally  advantageous 
to  both  nations. 

The  fyftem  of  legiflation  which  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  give  to  thefe  people,  fhould  have  been 
adapted  to  their  manners,  their  charafter,  and  their 
cHmate.  It  muft  have  been  in  every  refpeft  the  re- 
verfe  of  the  legiflation  of  Europe,  corrupted  and  em- 
barrafled  by  the  barbarifin  of  feudal  cuftoms.  How- 
ever fimple  this  fyftem  might  have  been,  the  feveral 
parts  could  only  have  been  propofed  fucceflively,  and 
in  proportion  as  the  underftanding  of  the  people 
Ihould  have  become  enlightened  and  improved.  Per- 
haps it  might  even  have  been  proper  to  lay  aiide  all 
thoughts  of  conciliating  to  it  the  minds  of  thofe  men 
in  whom  age  had  ftrengthened  the  prejudices  of  cuf- 
tom ;  perhaps  it  might  have  been  neceflary  to  en- 
deavour to  make  partifans  only  of  young  men,  who,, 
formed  by  our  inftitutions,  would,  in  procefs  of  time, 
have  become  political  miffionaries,  and  might  have 
increafed  the  number  of  profelytcs  to  the  fyftem  of 
government. 

The  grand  fyftem  of  civilization  would  ftill  have 
T)een  promoted,  by  the  intermarriage  of  the  women 
of  the  ifland  with  the  French  colonifts.  This  tie,  fo 
endearing,  and  of  fo  tender  a  naturcr,  would  have  ex- 
tinguiftied  thofe  odious  diftindions,  which  cherifli 
perpetual  hatred  and  ererlafting  divifion,  between 
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people  who  inhabit  the  fame  region,  and  Uve  under  book 
the  fame  laws,  ,    ^^* 

It  would  have  been  repugnant  to  every  fyftem  of  ' 
equity  and  policy,  to  feize  arbitrarily  upon  any  di- . 
ftridl  of  land,  in  order  to  fix  new  families  upon  it. 
The  nation  affembled  ihould  have  been  afked  for 
thofe  lands  which  were  unoccupied  ;  and  in  order  to 
give  more  folidity  to  the  acquifition,  government 
might  have  given  a  price  for  them  which  would  have 
been  agreeable  to  thefe  iflanders.  Thefe  lands,  thus 
legitimately  acquired,  would  for  the  firil  time  have 
been  legally  pofleffed;  and  the  right  of  property 
would  gradually  have  been  eftablifhed  from  one  per- 
fon  to  another.  In  procefs  of  time,  the  feveral  co- 
lonies of  Madagafcar  would  readily  have  adopted  an 
innovation,  the  advantages  of  which  cannot  be  ren- 
dered lefs  confpicuous  by  the  eflfed  of  any  prejudice. 

The  more  ufeful  the  colonies  that  might  have  been 
founded  at  Madagafcar  were  like  to  prove,  the  more 
proper  it  was  to  choofe  fituations  well  adapted  to  the 
purpofe  of  cultivating,  extending,  encouraging,  and 
prcferving  thefe  advantages,  Exclufive  of  a  fettle- 
ment  which  it  would,  perhaps,  have  been  expedient 
to  form  in  the  interior  part  of  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  confidence  of  th?  inhabitants  in  the  firit 
inflance ;  it  was  indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  form  four 
upon  the  coaft.  Qne  at  Saint  Auftin^s  Bay,  which 
would  have  opened  an  eafy  communication  with  the 
continent  of  Africa;  another  af  Luquez,  where  a  con- 
iiderable  and  a  conftant  degree  of  heat  would  have 
made  all  the  plants  of  India  profper;  the  third  at 
Fort  Dauphin,  which,  from  its  mild  and  wholefomc 
temperature,  was  well  calculated  for  the  cultivation 
of  com,  and  of  moft  European  produdions ;  and  laft- 
ly,  the  fourth  at  Tametave,  the  moft  fertile,  populous, 
and  b(eft  cultivated  diftrid  of  the  country.  This  laft 
pofition  deferved  even  the  preference  of  being  made 
the  capital  of  the  colony  ;  and  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :— 

There  .is  qo  harbour  known  at  Madagafcar,    It  is 
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B  o  o  R  a  miftake  to  fuppofe,  that  it  would  be  poffible  to 
,  '^-  form  one  at  Fort  Dauphin,  by  railing  a  pier  upon 
'  fome  fhoals  which  advance  into  the  fca.  The  labour 
attending  fuch  an  enterprife  would  not  only  be  im- 
menfe,  but  the  expence  would  alfo  be  ufelefs.  It 
would  be  impoflible  that  fhips  which  cannot  be  de- 
fended from  the  l^urricanes  by  the  mountains  them- 
felves,  fhovdd  ever  be  fheltered  by  a  pier.  Befides, 
this  fadlitious  port,  open  in  part  to  the  fury  of  the 
waves,  would  neceffarily  be  of  fmall  extept.  The 
fhips  would  have  no  fea  room  ;  and  if  once  Ibofened 
from  their  anchors,  would  all  run  aground ;  and  they 
would  perifh  without  refource  upon  a  coaft  where  the 
fea  is  conftantly  agitated,  and  where  the  fands  are  in 
continual  motion. 

The  iituation  at  Tametave  is  different.  The  bay^ 
when  freed  from  that  inconvenient  bar,  which  ex- 
tends along  all  the  eaftem  coaft  of  Madagafcar,  is 
very  fpacious.  The  anchorage  is  good,  and  the  vef*. 
fels  are  fheltered  from  the  hardeft  winds.  The  land- 
ing is  eafy.  If  the  bed  of  the  great  river  that  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  bay,  were  to  be  digged  for  the 
fpace  of  a  league  and  a  half,  fhips  of  the  largeft  bur- 
den might  then  be  brought  up  to  the  lake  of  Noffe- 
JBe,  where  nature  has  formed  an  excellent  harbour. 
In  the  midft  of  it  is  an  ifland,  the  air  of  which  is 
very  pure,  and  which  might  be  eafily  defended. 
There  is  one  fortunate  circuniftance  in  this  fituation, 
which  is,  that  with  k  few  precautions,  the  entrance 
of  it  might  be  fhut  againft  an  enemy's  fquadrons. 

Such  were  the  advantages  which  the  French  Com- 
pany might  have  derived  from  Madagafcar.  The 
condu£t  of  their  agents  unfortunately  deftroyed  thefe 
brilliant  expedations.  Loft  to  every  fenfe  of  fhame, 
.  they  fecreted  part  of  the  funds  entrufted  to  their 
management  ;  they  wafted  ftill  more  confiderable 
fumis  in  ufelefs  and  ridiculous  expences  ;  they  made 
themfelves  equally  odious  to  the  Europeans,  whofe 
labours  they  ought  to  have  encouraged,  as  to  the  na;. 
tives  of  the  country,  whom  they  fhould  have  gaine<^ 
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<»rcr  by  gentlenefs  and  by  favours,  A&s  of  iniquity  book 
and  misfortunes  were  multiplied  to  fuch  a  degree, .  '^' 
that  in  1670  the  members  of  the  Company  thought 
proper  to  refign  into  the  hands  of  government  a  pof- 
feffion  which  they  held  from  its  gift?  The  change  of 
adminiftration  did  not  produce  better  management. 
Moft  of  the  French  who  had  remained  in  the  ifland 
were  maflacred  two  years  after.  Thofe  who  had  ef- 
caped  this  memorable  butchery,  withdrew  themfelves 
for  ever  from  a  foil  which  was  lefs  flained  with  their 
blood  than  with  their  crimes. 

At  different  and  diftant  intervals  the  court  of  Ver- 
£ulles  has  had  an  eye  upon  Madagafcar,  but  without 
ever  being  fenfible  of  its  real  value.  It  was  necef^ 
fary  that  France  fliould  lofe  all  her  trade,  and  all  her 
confideration  in  India,  in  order  to  be  thoroughly 
fatisfied  of  the  importance  of  an  ifland,  the  pofleflion 
of  which  would  probably  have  preferved  her  from 
thefe  calamities.  Since  this  fatal  period,  the  French 
have  ihown  a  deiire  to  form  a  fettlement  upon  it. 
They  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  two  attempts  of  1770  and  1773,  becaufe  thefe 
were  made  without  plan  and  without  means  ;  and 
that  inftead  of  employing  in  them  the  fuperfluous  in- 
habitants of  Bourbon,  a  fet  of  pacific  and  wife  men, 
inured  to  the  climate,  none  but  vagabonds  colleded 
from  the  fcum  of  Europe  were  fent  there.  Meafures 
more  priMent  and  better  concerted  cannot  fail  of 
having  the  defired  effed.  It  is  not  from  motives  of 
policy  alone  that  the  French  fhotdd  drive  againft  the 
difficulties  infeparable  from  fuch  an  enterprife ;  the 
voice  of  humanity  fhould  fpeak  louder,  .and  with 
greater  energy  than  that  of  intereft. 

What  glory  would  it  be  for  France  to  raife  a  nume- 
rous people  from  the  horrors  of  barbarifm ;  to  give 
them  decent  manners,  a  well  regulated  policy,  wife 
laws,  a  beneficent  religion ;  to  introduce  among 
them  the  agreeable,  as  well  as  the  ufeful  arts,  and 
to  raife  them  to  the  rank  of  enlightened  and  civilized 
nations  I   Statefmen,  may  the  wilhes  of  philofophy, 
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BOOK  may  the  wiihes  of  a  citizen,  awaken  your  attention  ! 
,    ^^'      If  it  be  a  glorious  adJ:  to  change  the  face  of  the  uni- 
'       verfe,  in  order  to  increafe  general  felicity ;  and  if  the 
honour  that  refults  from  it  belong  to  thofe  who  hold 
the  reins  of  empire ;  let  me  inform  you  that  they 
are  equally  accountable  to  the  prefent  age,  and  to 
future  generations,  not  only  for  all  the  mifchief  they 
may  do,  but  likewife  for  all  the  good  which  they 
might  do,  and  have  negleded.    If  you  be  defirous 
of  real  glory  among  your  cotemporaries,  what  more 
deferved  fame,  than  that  which  I  propofe  can  you 
be  in  purfuit  of?  Tf  you  wilh  to  immortalize  your 
name,  confider,  that  monuments  of  bronze  are  more 
or  lefs  rapidly  deftroyed  by  time.     Intruft  the  care 
of  your  reputation  to  beings  who  will  perpetuate  it 
by  regeneration.     The  ftatue  is  filent,  but  mankind 
will  fpeak.     Let  them,  therefore,  fpeak  of  you  with 
praife.     If  corruption  fhould  afterwards  infinuate  it- 
felf  into  the  wife  fyftem  of  legiflation  you  have  efta- 
blifhed,  then  it  is  that  you  will  be  truly  revered. 
The  age  in  which  you  lived  will  be  called  to  mind, 
and  tears  will  be  bellowed  upon  your  memory.  Tears 
of  admiration  will  be  Ihed  for  you  during  your  life, 
and  tears  of  regret,  many  ages  after  your  death. 

The  India  Company  had  not  fuch  elevated  views, 
when  in  1670  they  thought  proper  to  abandon  Ma- 
dagafcar.  At  that  period  it  was  that  their  fhips  faiU 
ed  diredly  to  India.  By  the  intrigues  of  Marcara, 
a  native  of  Ifpahan,  but  in  the  French  intereft,  they 
obtained  leave  to  eftablifti  fadories  on  feveral  places 
on  the  coaft  of  the  peninfula.  They  even  attempt-, 
ed  to  fecjire  a  (hare  of  the  Japan  trade.  Colbert 
offered  to  fend  none  but  proteftants ;  but  by  the  ar* 
tifices  of  the  Dutch,  the  French  were  denied  an  en* 
trance  into  that  empire,  as  the  Englifh  had  been  be- 
fore. 
TheFrench  Surat  had  been  pitched  upon  for  the  centre  of  all 
JJ^^Jthe  bulinefs  which  the  Company  was  to  carry  on  in 
their  trade,  thcfc  parts.  It  was  from  this  capital  of  Guzarat  that 
all  orders  were  to  be  ifTued  for  the  inferior  fettle* 
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ments  :  and  therie  it  was  that  the  different  merchan- 

dife  deftined  for  Europe  was  to  be  coUedled,  

Guzarat  forms  a  peninfula  between  the  Indus  and  Accoimt  of 
Malabar.    It  is  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in  ^^^^'^^ 
length,  and  nearly  the  fame  in  breadth.     It  is  fepa-  this  city  u 
jated  from  the  kingdom  of  Agra  by  the  mountains  of  ^*''**'**^ 
Arva.    There  is  not  a  province  in  Indoftan  in  which 
the  foil  is  more  fertile,  better  watered,  or  interfered 
by  a  greater  number  of  rivers.     It  were  to  be  wifh* 
ed,  that  the  climate  were  not  burnt  up  during  three 
months  in  the  year,  by  a  moft  violent  fouth  wind. 
This  country  was  already  in  pofleilion  of  great  ad* 
vantages,  when  a  foreign  colony  came  to  increafe  its 
profperity. 

In  the  feventh  century,  the  laft  king  of  Perfia,  of 
the  dynafty  of  the  Sanafides,  was  dethroned  by  the 
Mohammedans.  Several  of  his  fubjeds,  diflatisfied 
with  the  conqueror,  took  refuge  in  the  province  of 
SabUiftan,  from  whence,  a  century  after,  they  came 
to  the  ifland  of  Ormus.  In  a  Ihort  time  they  fet  fail 
for  India,  and  landed  fortunately  at  Diu.  Not  con- 
tented ftill  with  this  afylum,  they  reimbarked ;  and 
the  waves  drove  them  upon  a  pleafant  Ihore  between 
Daman  and  Bacaim.  The  prince  who  governed  that 
diftrid  confented  to  receive  them,  on  condition  only 
that  they  fhould  reyeal  the  myfteries  of  their  feith  ; 
that  they  ihould  lay  down  their  arms,  that  they 
ihould  fpeak  the  language  of  the  country,  that  their 
women  ihould  go  abroad  unveiled;  and  that  they 
fhould  celebrate  their  nuptials  at  the  clofe  of  the 
evening,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 
As  thefe  ftipulations  contained  nothing  repugnant  to 
their  religious  notions,  the  people  who  fled  there  for 
protedion  agreed  to  them.  A  piece  of  ground  was 
allotted  them,  where  they  built  a  town,  from  whence 
they  foon  fpread  further  up  the  country. 

A  habit  of  labour  happily  contraded  by  neceflity 
made  them  profper.  Prudent  enough  not  to  inter- 
fere with  affairs  of  government  or  war,  they  enjoyed 
a  profound  tranquillity  in  the  midft  of  all  the  revolu^ 
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Ktions  that  happened  from  time  to  time.  In  confe* 
quence  of  this  circumfpedion,  and  of  the  affluence 
in  which  thej  lived,  their  number  increafed  confi- 
derably.  They  always  remained  a  feparate  people, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Parfees,  never  inter- 
marrying with  the  Indians,  and  adhering  to  the  re- 
ligious principles  which  had  obliged  them  to  quit 
their  country.  Their  tenets  were  thofe  of  Zoroafter, 
fomewhat  altered  by  time,  ignorance,  and  the  rapa- 
cioufnefs  of  the  priefts. 

The  induftry  and  aftivity  of  the  new  inhabitants, 
communicated  itfelf  to  the  hcfpitable  nation  that  had 
fo  wifely  given  them  an  afylum.  Sugar,  com,  indi- 
go, and  other  produdions,  were  naturalized  upon  a 
foil,  which  before  had  been  principally  covered  with 
rice  grounds.  The  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  cattle, 
were  multiplied,  varied  and  brought  to  perfedion. 
The  fields  of  India  difplayed,  for  the  firft  time,  thofe 
hedges,  enclofures,  and  other  ufeful  and  rural  objeds 
which  embellilh  and  enrich  fome  of  our  regions. 
Manufadures  made  an  equal  progrefs  with  cultiva- 
tion. Cotton  aflumed  a  more  beautiful  appearance, 
and  filk  was  at  length  manufadered  in  the  province. 
The  increafe  of  fubfiftence,  of  labour,  and  of  popu- 
lation, extended,  in  procefs  of  time,  foreign  connec- 
tions. 

The  fplendour  of  Guzarat  excited  the  ambition  of 
two  formidable  powers.  While  the  Pottuguefe  an- 
noyed  it  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  by  the  ravages  they 
committed,  by  th6  vidories  they  gained,  and  by  the 
conqueft  of  Diu,  juftly  efteemed  the  bulwark  of  the 
kingdom ;  the  Moguls,  already  matters  of  the  north 
of  India,  and  eager  to  advance  toward  the  fouthem 
parts,  where  trade  and  riches  were  to  be  found,  threat- 
ened it  from  the  conrinent. 

Badur,  a  Patan  by  birth,  who  then  reigned  over 
Guzarat,  faw  how  impoflible  it  would  be  for  him  at 
once  to  withftand  two  fuch  enemies,  equally  bent  upon 
his  deflrudion.  He  thought  he  had  lefs  to  fear  from 
a  people  whofe  forces  were  feparated  from  his  do,. 
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minions  by  immenfe  feas,  than  frdm  a  natito  firmly  book 
fettled  on  the  frontiers  of  his  provinces.    This  con- ,    *^' 
fideration  made  him  determine  to  be  reconciled  with 
the  Portuguefe.     The  conceffions  he  made  induced 
them  to  join  with  him  againft  Akbar,  whofe  adivity 
and  courage  they  dreaded  little^lefs  than  he  did. 

This  alliance  difconcerted  men  who  thought  they 
had  only  Indians  to  deal  with.  They  could  not 
think  of  engaging  with  Europeans/  who  were  reput- 
ed invincible.  The  natives,  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  confternation  into  which  thefe  conquerors  had 
thrown  them,  reprefented  them  to  the  Mogul  foldiers 
as  men  come  down  from  heaven,  or  rifen  from  tho 
waters,,  of  a  fpecies  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Afiatics, 
and  far  furpafling  them  in  valour,  genius,  and  know- 
ledge. The  army,  feized  with  a  panic,  was  urging 
the  generals  to  march  back  to  Delhi,  when  Akbar^ 
convinced  that  a  prince  who  undertakes  a  great  con- 
queft  muft  command  his  bwn  forces,  haftened  to  his 
camp.  He  did  not  hefitate  to  promife  his  troops 
that  they  Ihould  fubdue  a  people  enervated  by  lux- 
ury, riches,  pleafures^  and  the  heat  of  the  climate  ; 
and  that  the  glory  of  purging  Afia  of  that  handful 
of  banditti  was  referved  for  ^em.  The  army,  thus 
encouraged,  exprefled  their  fatisfadtion,  and  march^ 
ed  on  with  confidence.  They  foon  came  to  an  en- 
jgagement  \  the  Portuguefe,  iU  feconded  by  their  al- 
lies,  were  furrounded  and  cut  to  pieces  ;  Badur  fled, 
and  never  appeared  again.  All  the  cities  of  Guzarat 
haftened  to  open  their  gates  to  the  conqueror.  This 
fine  kingdom,  in  1565,  became  a  province  of  that 
vaft  empire  which  was  foon  to  fubdue  all  Indoftan. 

Under  the  Mogul  government,  which  was  then 
in  its  full  glory,  Guzarat  enjoyed  more  tranquillity 
than  before.  This  ftate  of  fecurity  gave  a  new  im- 
pulfe  to  every  individual.  All  the  powers  of  the 
mind  were  unfolded  ;  and  every  fpecies  of  induftry 
acquired  a  degree  of  improvement  before  unknown. 
It  became  neodlTary  to  find  a  ftaple  where  all  tbcfc 
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BOO  streafiires  were  to  be  colleded:  and  Surat  came  into 
^  '  .  poflefiion  of  this  valuable  prerogative. 
Origin  tnA  At  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  Su- 
g^[^  •^rat  was  nothing  more  than  a  mean  hamlet,  confifting 
of  fome  fiihermen's  huts,  (landing  upon  the  river 
Tapti,  at  a  few  miles  diftance  from  the  ocean.  The 
advantage  of  its  fituation  drew  there  fome  work- 
men and  fome  merchants.  They  were  plundered 
three  or  four  times  by  pirates ;  and  it  was  to  put  a 
Hop  to  thefe  deflrudhve  inroads,  that  a  fortrefs  was 
built  in  1524.  At  this  period,  the  place  acquired  a 
degree  of  importance  which  had  confiderably  in- 
crcafed,  when  the  Moguls  made  themfelves  matters 
of  it.  As  this  was  the  only  maritime  town  which 
had  then  fubmitted  to  their  yoke,  they  contraded 
the  habit  of  providing  themjfelves  with  all  their  arti- 
icles  of  luxury  from  thence.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Europeans,  who  had  not  any  of  the  great  fettle- 
ments  they  have  fince  made  at  Bengal  and  on  the 
coatt  of  Coromandel,  bought  moft  of  their  Indian 
merchandife  there.  They  were  all  colle<9:ed  at  this 
fpot,  as  the  people  of  Surat  had  taken  care  to  form 
a  navy  fuperior  to  that  of  their  neighbours. 

Their  ihipa,  which  lafted  for  ages,  were  moftly  of 
a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  tons  burthen.  They 
were  built  of  a  very  ftrong  wood  called  Teck.  In- 
dead  of  launching  them  with  a  coftly  apparatus  and 
^complicated  engines,  they  let  the  tide  into  the  dock, 
jas  we  have  done  fince,  and  thus  fet  them  afloat.  The 
cordage  was  made  of  the  outward  bark  of  the  cocoa 
tree  ;  it  was  rougher  and  lefs  pliable  than  ours,  but 
at  leaft  as  ftrong.  If  their  cotton  fails  were  neither 
fo  ftrong  nor  fo  lafting  as  our  hempen  ones,  they 
were  more  cafily  folded,  and  lefs  apt  to  be  torn.  In- 
ftead  of  pitch,  they  made  ufe  of  the  gum  of  a  tree 
called  Damar,  which  was  as  good  or  better.  The 
ftiillof  their  officers,  though  but  moderate,  wa^fuf- 
£cient  for  the  feas  and  the  feafons  in  which  they 
iailed.     With  regard  to  their  failors,  commonly  call- 
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cd  Lafcars,  the  Europeans  Kave  found  them  fervice*  book 
able  in  their  voyages  from  one  part  of  India  to  an- .    '^- 
other.     They  have  even  been  employed  fuccefsfuUy       ' 
in  bringing  home  into  our  ftormy  latitudes  fuch  fliips 
as  had  loft  their  crews. 

When  we  hardly  fufpeded  that  commerce  was 
founded  on  any  certain  principles,  we  found  that 
thefe  principles  were  already  known  and  pradifed 
in  this  part  of  Afia.  Money  was  to  be  had  there  at 
a  low  price,  and  bills  of  exchange  might  be  obtain- 
ed for  every  market  in  India.  Infurances  for  the 
moft  diftant  navigations  were  very  common.  Such 
was  the  honefty  of  thefe  traders,  that  bags  of  money 
ticketed  and  fealed  by  the  bankers,  would  circtilatfc 
for  years,  without  ever  being  counted  or  weighed. 
Fortunes  were  pit)portioned  to  the  facility  with  which 
they  were  to  be  acquired  by  induftry.  Thofe  of  five 
or  fix  millions  [about  240,0001.  on  an  average]  were 
not  uncommon,  and  fome  were  even  more  confider- 
able. 

Thefe  fortunes  were  moftly  poflefled  by  the  Ba- Manner*  of 
nians,  a  fet  of  traders  noted  for  their  honefty.  A  ^^^  *°J*^*- 
few  moments  were  fufiicient  for  them  to  complete  s^jii. 
the  moft  important  concerns.  Thefe  were  generally 
tranfadled  in  the  public  markets.  The  perfon  who 
wiflied  to  fell,  announced  in  few  words,  and  in  a  low 
voice,  the  value  of  his  merchandife.  He  was  an- 
fwered  by  another  man  taking  hold  of  his  hand  in 
a  conceded  manner.  The  buyer  ufed  to  fignify, 
by  the  number  of  fingers  which  he  bent,  or  extend- 
ed, how  much  lefs  than  the  price  required  he  meant 
to  give ;  and  thus  the  bargain  was  moft  frequently 
concluded,  without  a  fingle  word  having  paffed  be- 
tween the  partids.  In  order  to  ratify  it,  the  con- 
traders  ufed  to  take  hold  of  each  other^s  hand  a  fe- 
cond  time ;  and  an  agreement  made  with  this  de- 
gree of  fimplicity  was  always  inviolable.  If  difficul- 
ties arofe,  a  circumftance  which  very  rarely  happen- 
ed, thefe  prudent  men  preferved,  in  the  moft  com- 
plicated difcuflions,  an   evennefs   of  temper,  and  a 
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K  degree  of  politenefs,  which  it  would  not  be  eafy  for 
us  to  form  any  conception  of. 

Their  children,  who  affifted  at  allbargains,  were  ear- 
ly trained  to  this  gentlenefs  of  manners.  Upon  the 
firft  dawning  of  reafon,  they  were  initiated  into  all 
the  myfterics  of  trade.  It  was  a  common  thing  to 
fee  a  child,  of  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  able  to  fupr 
ply  his  father's  place.  What  a  contraft,  what  a  dif- 
fcrerice,  between  this  and  the  education  of  our  chil- 
dren ;  and  yet,  what  a  diftance  between  the  attain- 
ments  of  the  Indians  and  the  progrefs  of  our  know- 
ledge ! 

Such  of  the  fianians  as  had  Abyffinian  Haves,  a 
circumllance  very  uncommon  among  thefe .  good-na^ 
tured  men,  treated  them  with  a  degree  of  humani- 
ty which  mull  appear  Angular  to  uf.  They  brought 
them  up  as  if  they  had  been  of  their  own  .family, 
trained  them  to  bufinefs,  advanced  them  money  to 
enable  them  to  trade  for  themfelves,  and  not  only 
fuSered  them  to  enjoy  the  profits,  but  even  allowed 
them  to  difpofe  of  thefe  advantages  in  favour  of  their 
defcendents,  if  they  had  any. 

The  expences  of  the  Banians  were  not  propor- 
tioned to  their  fortunes.  As  they  were  reftrained  by 
the  principles  of  their  religion  from  eating  meat,  or 
drinking  ftrong  liquors,  they  lived  upon  fruits,  and 
a  few  plain  difhes.  They  never  departed  from  this 
frugality,  except  upon  the  fettlement  of  their  chil- 
dren. On  this  fingle  occafion,  no  expence  was  fpar- 
ed  for  the  entertainment,  the  mufic,  the  dancing, 
and  the  fireworks.  Their  whole  ambition  was  to  tell 
how  much  the  wedding  had  coll.  Sometimes  it 
amounted  to  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  [12,5001.]. 

Even  their  women  had  a  talle  for  this  fimplicity 
of  manners ;  and  all  their  ambition  conlilled  in  mak^ 
ing  themfelves  agreeable  to  their  hulbands«  Perhaps 
the  great  veneration,  in  which  they  held  the  nuptial 
tie,  arofe  from  the  cullom  of  marrying  them  in  their 
carliell  infancy.    That  fentiment  was,  in  their  opi- 
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mon,  the  moft  facred  part  of  their  religion.  They  ne-  book 
ver  allowed  themfelves  the  lead  converfation  with  ^  '^• 
ilrangers.  Lefs  referve  would  not  have  fatisfied  their 
hufbandsy  who  could  not  hear,  without  aftonifhment, 
of  the  familiarity  that  prevailed  between  the  two 
fexes  in  Europe.  When  they  were  told,  that  this 
freedom  was  attended  with  no  ill  confequence,  they 
were  not  convinced  ;  but  fhook  their  heads,  and  an- 
fwered  by  one  of  their  proverbs,  which  ligni£es.  That 
if  yott  bring  butter  too  near  tbefire^  you  can  bardfy  keep 
it  from  meking. 

With  different  cuftoms,  the  Parfees  had  ilill  a 
more  refpeftable  charadter.  They  were  robuft,  hand- 
fome,  and  indefatigable  men,  adapted  to  all  kinds 
of  labour,  but  excelling  particularly  in  the  building 
of  fhips,  and  in  agriculture.  .  Such  was  their  mild^ 
nefi  and  upright  condud,  that  they  were  never  call, 
ed  up  before  a  magiftrate  for  any  a£t  of  violence,  or 
any  fraudulent  contrad.  The  ferenity  of  their  minds 
was  painted  on  all  their  features,  and  in  every  look ; 
and  their  converfations  was  animated  by  a  temperate 
cheerfulnefs.  They  delighted  in  rhymes,  and  fel« 
dom  fpoke  even  about  the  moft  ferious  affairs,  other* 
wife  than  in  verfe.  They  had  no  fixed  place  of 
worfliip ;  but  they  ufed  to  affemble  every  morning 
and  evening  upon  the  high  road,  or  near  a  fountain, 
to  adore  the  rifing  and  the  fetting  fun.  Even  the 
fight  of  the  leaft  fpark  of  fire  interrupted  all  their 
occupations,  and  excited  their  fenfibility,  in  the  con- 
templation of  that  beneficent  luminary.  Inftead  of 
burning  the  bodies  of  their  dead,  as  the  Indians  did, 
they  depofited  them  in  towers  of  an  extreme  height, 
where  they  ferved  as  food  to  birds  of  prey.  Their 
prediledion  for  the  followers  of  their  religion,  did 
not  prevent  them  from  being  moved  with  the  afflic- 
tions of  all  men,  whom  they  aflifted  with  generofity. 
Their  pity  extended  itfelf  even  to  animals.  One  of 
their  moft  favourite  inclinations  was  to  buy  flaves,  to 
give  them  a  good  education,  and  to  reftore  them  af- 
terwards to  liberty.   Their  number,  their  union  with 
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K  each  other,  and  their  riches,  fometimes  rendered  thetll 
fufpicious  to  government  j  but  thefe  prejudices  ne- 
ver prevailed  for  any  length  of  time,  againft  the 
peaceable  and  regular  condud  of  thefe  good  peo- 
ple. The  only  thing  they  could  be  cenfured  for, 
was,  a  difgufting  uncleanlinefs,  under  the  appear- 
ance of  the  moil  refined  neatnefs,  and  a  too  frequent 
ufe  of  an  intoxicating  kind  of  liquor,  peculiar  to 
themfelves.  Such  were  the  Parfees  at  their  arrival 
in  India ;  fuch  have  they  maintained  themfelves  in 
the  midft  of  the  revolutions  that  have  fo  frequently 
overturned  the  afylum  they  had  chofen ;  and  fuch 
do  they  ftill  remain. 

How  widely  diitant  were  the  Moguls  from  thefe 
pure  and  auftere  manners  !  No  fooner  had  thefe  Mo- 
hammedans acquired  the  poJOTeilion  of  Surat,  than 
they  embarked  in  multitudes  to  go  to  Mecca.  Se- 
veral of  thefe  pilgrims  ufed  to  Hop  at  the  Port  before 
their  voyage ;  and  a  ftill  greater  number  at  their  re- 
turn. The  conveniences  of  life,  which  were  more 
multiplied  in  this  famous  city  than  in  the  reft  of  the 
empire,  even  induced  many  of  the  moft  opulent  to 
fix  their  refidence  there.  Their  days  were  fpent  in 
indolence,  or  in  pleafure.  One  part  of  the  morning 
was  employed  in  taking  pains  to  arch  their  eye- 
brows, to  fettle  their  beards,  and  to  paint  their  nails, 
and  the  infide  of  their  hands.  The  reft  of  the  day 
was  devoted  to  riding  on  horfeback,  fmoking,  drink- 
ing coffee,  or  perfuming  themfelves ;  or  was  fpent 
in  reclining  upon  beds  of  rofes,  to  hiear  fabulous  ftories 
recounted,  and  in  cultivating  the  poppy,  a  kind  of 
amufement  which  had  the  moft  powerful  attractions 
for  them. 

The  entertainments  in  which  thefe  voluptuous  men 
frequently  indulged  themfelves,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  tsedium  of  a  too  uniform  kind  of  fife,  were  be- 
gun by  an  aftonifliing  profufion  of  refrefhments, 
fweetmeats,  and  the  moft  exquifite  perfumes.  Thefe 
quiet  amufements  were  followed  by  feats  of  ftrength 
or  agility  ufually  exercifed  by  the  natives  of  Bengal. 
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Thefe  were  fuccecded  by  muficj  which  might,  per-  book 
haps,  have  been  grating  to  a  nice  ear,  although  thefe  ,  *^* 
oricntalifts  delighted  in  it.  The  night  was  iilhcred 
^  in  by  fireworks  of  a  lefs  glaring  light  than  ours,  and 
the  reft  of  it  was  exhaufted  by  fucceffive  bands  of 
dancers,  more  or  lefs  numerous  according  to  the  rank 
or  opulence  of  thofe  in  whofe  fervice  tl\ey  were  en- 
gaged. When  a  fatiety  of  pleafures  invited  to  re- 
pofe,  a  kind  of  violin  was  introduced,  which,  by  foft^ 
uniform,  and  frequently  repeated  founds,  lulled  them 
to  fleep.  Ilic  moft  corrupt  of  them  ufed  to  throw 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  fome  young  Abyffinian 
flave,  and  employed  every  artifice  pradifed  in  thele 
regions,  to  heighten  this  moft  infamous  of  all  paffions. 

The  women  were  never  admitted  to  thefe  diver- 
fions,  l)ut  they  had  alfo  their  dances  to  themfelves^ 
and  indulged  in  other  amufements^  The  preference 
which  their  hulbands  generally  gave  to  courtezans, 
ftifled  in  their  heart  every  fentiment  of  affedion  to 
them,  and  confcquently  of  jealoufy  among  themfelves. 
Accordingly,  they  lived  together  in  ti  tolerable  ftate 
of  harmony.  They  eveii  went  fo  far  as  to  rejoice 
when  any  new' companion  was  announced  to  them, 
becaufe  this  was  an  increafe  of  their  fociety.  Never- 
thelcfs,  they  had  a  great  influence  in  all  important 
affairs,  and  a  Mogul  was  almoft  always  determined 
by  the  advice  of  his  harem.  Such  of  thefe  wives  as 
had  no  children,  frequently  weht  out  to  vifit  rela- 
tions of  their  own  fex.  The  reft  might  have  enjoyed 
the  fame  liberty,  had  they  not  preferred  the  honour' 
bf  their  fons,  which  is  Angularly  made  to  depend 
upon  the  opinion  entertained  of  the  virtu6  of  their 
mothers.  They  educated  their  children  themfelves 
with  much  care  and  tendernefs,  and  never  parted 
from  them,  ftot  even  when  they  quitted  their  father's 
houfe. 

If  magnificence  and  conveniences  could  f apply 

the  place  of  love  and  fentiment,  a  harem  would  have 

been  a  moft  delightful  place  of  refidence :    every 

thing  that  could  incite  agreeable  fenfations,  was  la* 

roL  IT.  C 
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BOOK  viflied  with  profufion  in  thefe  retreats,  impenetrable 
,  ^^'  ,  to  man.  The  pride  of  the  Moguls  had  even  ordain^ 
'  ed,  that  the  women  who  fhould  be  admitted  to  vifit 
them,  fhould  be  prefcnted  with  very  rich  prefents  the 
firft  time  of  their  coming,  and  fhould  always  meet 
with  a  reception  agreeable  to  the  voluptuous  tafte  of 
thefe  climates.  The  European  ladies,  whofe  familia- 
rity with  the  other  fex  was  revolting  to  Afiatic  pre- 
judices, and  who  for  that  reafon  were  thought  to  be 
of  a  very  inferior  tribe,  were  feldom  allowed  to  pe- 
netrate into  this  kind  of  fanftuary.  One  of  them,  well 
known  in  England  by  her  talents,  her  graces,  and 
her  fpirit  of  obfervation,  was  difUnguifhed  from  the 
reft.  The  preference  granted  to  Mrs.  Draper  enabled 
her  to  fee  and  examine  every  thing.  She  did  not 
find  in  thefe  unhappy  women,  living  in  a  ftate  of 
confinement,  that  air  of  difdain  or  embarraffment, 
'  which  the  little  opportunity  of  exerting  their  facul- 
ties might  have  given  them.  Their  manners  appear- 
ed to  her  frank  and  eafy;  and  their  converfation  was 
diftinguifhed  by  fimplicity  and  foftnefs. 

Although  the  other  nations  fettled  at  Surat  did  not 
carry  every  fpecies  of  voluptuoufnefe  to  excefs,  as 
the  Moguls  did,  yet  they  were  not;  without  their 
pleafures,  in  a  city  where  the  pubfic  edifices  were 
generally  deficient  in  tafte  and  fymmetry.  Private 
houfes  had,  indeed,  no  kind  of  appearance ;  but  in 
all  thofe  belonging  to  opulent  perfons,  gardens  were 
feen  filled  with  the  moft  beautiful  flowers  ;  fubterra- 
neous  dweUings  contrived  againft  the  intenfe  heats 
prevailing  through  part  of  the  year  j  and  faloons, 
where  fountains  were  playing  in  bafons  of  marble, 
and  which,  by  their  frefhnefs  and  murmurings,  in- 
vited them  to  foft  repofe. 

One  of  the  cuftoms  moft  univerfally  adopted  was 
bathing ;  and  after  the  bath,  the  body  was  -  rubbed, 
or  kneaded,  as  it  were,  like  dough.  This  operation 
gave  a  fpring  to  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  and 
an  eafy  circulation  to  the  fluids.  The  perfon  who 
had  undergone  it  thought  himfelf  almoft  a  new  be- 
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ing.  The  fort  of  harmony  which  it  re-eftablifhed  book 
throughout  all  the  machine,  led  to  a  kind  of  intoxi-  ,  ^^'  . 
cation,  which  excited  an  infinite  variety  of  delight- 
ful fenfations.  This  cuftom  was  faid  to  be  brought 
into  India  from  China ;  and  fome  epigrams  of  Martial^ 
and  declamations  of  Seneca,  feem  to  hint,  that  it 
was  not  unknown  to  the  Romans  at  the  time  when 
they  refined  upon  every  pleafure,  as  the  tyrants  who 
enflaved  thofe  matters  of  the  world  afterwards  refined 
upon  every  torture. 

There  was  another  pleafure,  ftill  of  a  higher  na-  Defcription 
ture,  perhaps,  at  Surat.     This  was  derived  from  its  2^^^!,^*'^" 
female  dancers,  or  BalUaderes,  a  name  which  the  ^no^c  vo- 
Europeans  have  always  given  them,  from  the  For- sX"r**' 
tuguefe. 

Numbers  of  thefe  are  collefted  together  in  femina- 
ries  of  pleafure.  The  moft  accomplilhed  of  thefe 
focieties  are  devoted  to  the  richeft  and  moft  frequent- 
ed Pagodas.  Their  deftination  is  to  dance  in  the 
temples  on  their  great  feftivals,  and  to  be  fubfervient 
to  the  pleafures  of  the  Bramins.  Thefe  priefts,  who 
have  not  taken  the  artful  and  deceitful  vow  of  re- 
nouncing the  enjoyment  of  all  pleafures,  in  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  indulging  in  them  more  free- 
ly, choofe  rather  to  have  women  of  their  own,  than 
at  once  to  defile  the  ftate  of  celibacy  or  wedlock. 
They  do  not  invade  another  man's  right  by  adultery, 
but  are  fo  highly  jealous  of  the  dancers,  whofe  wor- 
(hip  and  vows  they  Ihare  with  the  gods,  that  they 
never  fufFer  them,  without  reluftance,  to  contribute 
to  the  amufement  even  of  kings  and  great  men. 

The  rife  of  this  Angular  inftitution  is  not  kno^n. 
Probably  one  Bramin,  who  had  a  concubine,  or  a 
wife,  aflbciated  with  another  Bramin,  who  had  like- 
wife  his  concubine,  or  his  wife  ;  and,  in  procefs  of 
time,  the  mixture  of  fo  many  Bramins  and  women 
occafioned  fo  many  afts  of  infidelity,  that  the  women 
became  common  to  all  thofe  priefts.  Let  but  a 
number  of  fingle  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  be  coUedled 
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B  o  o  K  in  a  cloifter,  and  a  commonalty  of  men  and  womert 
^'      will  foon  take  place. 

By  this  mutual  intercourfe  jealoufy  was  probably 
extinguifhed ;  and  the  women  were  not  uneafy  at 
the  increafe  of  their  numbers,  nor  the  Bramins  at 
that  of  their  order.  It  was  rather  a  new  conqueft 
than  a  rivalftiip 

It  is  no  lefs  probable,  that,  ih  order  to  palliate  the 
infamy  of  this  licentioufnefs  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple, all  thefe  women  were  confecrated  to  the  fervice 
of  the  altar  ;  and  that  the  people  readily  cbnfented 
to  this  kind  of  fuperftition,  as  it  infured  their  wives 
and  daughters  from  fedu6li(Mi,  by  confining  the  law-, 
lefs  defires  of  thefe  Monks  to  one  particular  fpof. 

The  contrivance  of  (lamping  a  facred  charader 
upon  thefe  courtezans,  might  poffibly  make  parents 
the  more  willing  to  part  with  their  beautiful  daugh* 
ters,  and  to  confent  that  they  fhould  follow  their 
calling,  and  devote  themfelves  to  thefe  feminaries, 
from  whence  the  fuperannuated  women  might  re- 
turn to  fociety  without  difgrace :  for  there  is  no 
crime  that  may  not  be  fandlified,  no  virtue  that  may 
not  be  debafed,  by  the  intervention  of  the  gods. 
The  very  notion  of  a  Supreme  Being  may,  in  the 
hands  of  a  crafty  prieft,  be  made  fubverfive  of  all 
morality.  He  will  affirm,  not  that  fuch  a  thing  is 
pleafing  to  the  gods,  becaufe  it  is  good ;  but  that 
fuch  a  thing  is  good,  becaufe  it  is  pleafing  to  the  gods. 

The  Bramins  wanted  only  to  gain  another  point,  in 
order  to  complete  this  inftitution  ;  which  was,  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  that  it  was  decent,  holy,  and  pleaf- 
ing to  the  gods,  to  marry  a  Balliadere  in  preference 
to  all  other  women,  and  confequently  to  induce  them 
to  folicit  the  remains  of  their  debaucheries  as  a  par- 
ticular mark  of  favour. 

In  every  city  there  are  other  companies,  not  fo 
felefl:  as  the  former,  for  the  amufement  of  the  rich, 
and  others  for  their  wives.  Perfons  of  every  religion, 
and  of  every  caft  may  employ  them.    There  are  evea 
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drolling  companies  of  them,  conduced  by  old  women*  book 
who,  having  been  themfelves  trained  up  in  thefe^     ^^' 
feminaries,  are  promoted  in  time  to  the  diredion  of 
them. 

Thefc  handfome  girls  have  the  cuftom,  as  Angular 
as  it  is  difguftful,  of  being  always  followed  by  an  old 
deformed  mufician,  whofe  employment  is  to  beat 
time  with  an  inftrument  of  brafs,  which  the  Euro- 
peans lately  borrowed  of  the  Turks  to  add  to  their 
miUtary  mufic,  and  which  in  India  is  called  a  tarn. 
The  man  who  holds  it,  is  continually  repeating  that 
word  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  by  degrees  he  works 
himfelf  up  into  dreadful  convulfions  ;  while  the  Bal- 
liaderes,  intoxicated  with  the  defire  of  pleafing,  and 
the  fweets  with  which  they  are  perfumed,  are  at 
length  tranfported  beyond  their  fenfes. 

Their  dances  are,  in  general,  love  pantomimes: 
the  plan,  the  defign,  the  attitudes,  the  time,  the  airs, 
the  cadence  of  thefe  ballets,  are  all  expreflive  of  this 
paffion,  with  all  its  raptures  and  extravagances. 

Every  thing  confpires  to  the  amazing  fuccefs  of 
thefe  voluptuous  women;  the  art  and  richnefs  of 
their  attire,  as  well  as  their  ingenuity  in  fetting  off 
their  beauty.  Their  long  black  hair  falling  over 
their  fhoulders,  or  braided  and  turned  up,  is  loaded 
with  diamonds,  and  ftuck  with  flowers.  Their  neck- 
laces and  bracelets  are  enriched  with  precious  ftones. 
Even  their  nofe-jewels,  an  ornament  which  Ihocks 
us  at  firft  fight,  has  fomething  pleafing  in  it,  and  fets 
oflTallthe  other  ornaments  by  a  certain  fymmetry,  the 
effcdl  of  which,  though  inexplicable,  is  yet  fenfibly 
felt  by  degrees. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  care  they  take  to  preferve 
their  breafts,  as  one  of  the  mod  ftriking  marks  of 
their  beauty.  To  prevent  them  from  growing  large 
or  ill-fhaped,  they  enclofe  them  in  two  cafes,  made 
of  an  exceeding  light  wood,  which  are  joined  to- 
gether, and  buckled  behind.  Thefe  cafes  are  fo 
fmooth  and  fo  fupple,  that  they  give  way  to  the  va- 
rious .attitudes  of  the" body,  without  being  flattened, 
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BOOK  and  without  injuring  the  delicacy  of  the  ikin.  The 
,  '^'  ^  outfide  of  thefe  cafes  is  covered  with  a  leaf  of  gold 
ftudded  with  diamonds.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the 
mod  refined  kind  of  ornaments,  and  the  beft  calcu^ 
lated  to  preferve  beauty.  They  take  it  off  and  put 
it  on  again  with  Angular  facility.  This  covering  of 
the  bread  does  not  prevent  the  palpitations,  heavings, 
and  tender  emotions  of  it  from  being  perceived  :  it 
conceals  nothing  that  can  contribute  to  excite  defire, 
Moll  of  thefe  dancers  imagine  it  an  addition  to 
the  b«auty  of  their  complexion,  and  the  impreflion 
of  their  looks,  to  trace  a  black  circle  round  their 
eyes  with  a  hair  bodkin,  dipped  in  the  powder  of 
antimony.  This  borrowed  beauty,  celebrated  by  all 
the  eaftern  poets,  and  which  appeared  very  Angular 
at  firft  to  the  Europeans,  has  at  length  become  per* 
fedly  agreeable  to  them. 

'The  whole  life,  the  whole  employment,  the  whole 

felicity  of  the  Balliaderes,  confifts  in  the  art  of  pleaf^ 

ing.     It  is  not  eafiy  to  refift  their  feducing  manners. 

They  are  even  preferred  to  thofe  beauties  of  Caffi- 

mere,  who  fill  the  feraglios  of  Indoftan,  as  the  fair 

Georgians  and  Circaffians  do  thofe  of  Ifpahan  and 

Conftanrinople.     The  modefty,  or  rather  the  referve 

of  proud  flaves,  fequefl:ered  from  the  fociety  of  men, 

cannot  balance  the  miraculous  arts  of  thefe  expert 

courtezans. 

fh^com^^       They  were  no  where  fo  much  in  repute  as  at  Surat, 

mcrcc  of    the  richeft  and  njofl:  populous  city  in  India.     It  be- 

vo[mio^1t  S^^  ^^  decline  in  1664 ;  and  was  pillaged  by  the  fa- 

bascxpc-  jnous  Sevagi,  who  carried  oflf  twenty-five  or  thirty 

ncncc       millions  [about  i,200,oool.  on  an  average.]      The 

plunder  would  have  been  infinitely  greater,  had  not 

the  Englifli  and  Dutch  efcaped  the  public  calamity, 

by  the  care  they  had  taken  to  fortify  their  faftories, 

and  had  not  the  mofl:  valuable  effeds  been  lodged  in 

the  caftle,  which  was  out  of  the  enemy's  reach.   This 

lofs  made  the  inhabitants  more  cautious.     They  built 

walls  round  the  city  to  prevent  the  like  misfortune, 

the  efFefts  qf  which  were  removed,  when  the  Englifh, 
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ill  1686,  with  fhameful  and  inexcufable  rapacity,  flop- 
ped all  the  fhips  that  were  fitting  out  at  Surat  to  be  dif- 
patched  to  the  feveral  feas.  This  piracy,  which  lafted 
three  years,  deprived  this  famous  mart  of  almoft  every 
branch  of  trade  tjiat  was  not  its  own  peculiar  property. 
The  town  was  nearly  reduced  to  its  own  natural  riches. 

Other  pirates  have  fince  infefted  thofe  latitudes, 
and  from  time  to  time  difturbed  the  trade  of  Surat. 
Even  the  caravans,  that  carried  the  merchandife  to 
Agra,  to  Delhi,  and  all  over  the  empire,  were  not 
always  fecured  from  the  attacks  of  the  fubjedlsof  the 
independent  Rajas,  which  they  met  with  on  the  fe- 
veral roads.  A  Angular  expedient  was  formerly  con- 
trived for  the  fecurity  of  the  caravans,  which  was, 
to  put  them  under  the  protedtion  of  a  woman  or 
child,  of  a  rs^ce  efteemed  facred  by  the  nations  they 
dreaded.  When  the  banditti  appeared,  the  guar- 
dians of  the  caravans  threatened  to  deftroy  themfelvcs 
if  they  perfifted  in  their  refolution  of  plundering  it, 
and  adually  did  fo  if  they  did  not  yield  to  their  re- 
monftrances.  Thefe  profligate  men,  who  had  not 
been  reflrained  by  refpeca  of  blood  held  facred,  were 
excommunicated,  degraded,  and  cafl  out  of  their 
tribe.  The  dread  of  thefe  fevere  punifliments  was 
fometimes  a  check  upon  avarice  ;  but  fince  univerfal 
commotions  have  prevailed  in  Indoflan,  no  confidera- 
tion  can  allay  the  thirft  of  gold. 

Notwithflanding  all  thefe  misfortunes,  Surat  is  ftill 
a  great  trading  city.  The  produce  of  the  number- 
left  manufactures  throughout  Guzarat  is  depofited  in 
its  warehoufes.  .  A  great  part  is  carried  into  the  in* 
land  countries ;  the  reft  is  conveyed  to  all  parts  of  the 
globe  b^  continual  voyagesl 

The  goods  more  commonly  known  are,  ifl,  Dut- 
ties,  a  kind  of  coarfe  unbleached  cloth.  Worn  in  Per- 
IJa,  Arabia,  Abyffinia,  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa ; 
and  blue  linens,  which  are  difpofed  of  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  are  Hkewife  fold  to  the  Englifli  and 
Dutch  for  their  Guinea  trade. 

2.  The  blue  and  white  checks  of  Cambaya,  which, 
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R  are  worn  for  mantles  in  Arabia  and  Turkey :  ibm^ 
are  coarfe,  and  fome  fine,  and  fome  even  mixed  witt^ 
gold  for  the  ufe  of  the  rich. 
'  3.  The  white  linens  of  Barokia,  fo  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Baftas.  A$  they  are  extremely  fine, 
they  make  fummer  caftans  for  the  Turks  and  Perfians, 
The  fort  of  m\iflin,  with  a  gold  ftripe  at  each  end, 
with  which  they  make  t^eir  turbans,  is  manufa6hired 
^t  the  fame  place. 

4.  The  printed  callicoes  of  Amadabat,  the  colour^ 
of  which  are  as  bright,  as  fine,  and  as  durable  as 
thofe  of  Coromandel.  They  are  worn  in  Perfia,  in 
Turkey,  ^nd  in  Europe.  The  rich  people  of  Java, 
Sumatra,  and  the  Molucca  iflands,  make  pagnes  an4 
coverlets  of  thefe  chintzes, 

5.  The  gauzes  of  Bairapourj  the  blue  ones  are 
worn  by  the  common  people  in  Perfia  and  Turkey 
for  their  fummer  clothing,  and  the  red  ones  by  per- 
fons  of  higher  rank.  The  Jews,  who  are  not  allowed 
by  the  Porte  to  wear  white,  make  their  turbans  of 
thefe  gauzes. 

6.  Mixed  fluffs  of  filk  and  cotton,  plain,  (triped, 
fome  with  fatin  ftripes,  fome  mixed  with  gold  an4 
filver.  If  they  were  not  fo  dear,  they  would  be  efteem- 
ed  even  in  Europe  for  the  brightnefs  of  their  colours, 
and  the  fine  execution  of  the  flow^s,  though  their 
patterns  are  fo  indifferent.  They  foon  wear  out ;  but 
this  is  of  little  confequence  in  the  feraglios  of  Turkey 
and  Perfia,  where  they  are  ufed. 

7.  Some  are  of  filk,  called  tapis.  Thefe  are  pag^ 
nes  of  feveral  colours,  much  efteemed  in  the  eaftera 
parts  of  India.  Many  more  would  be  woven,  if  it 
had  not  been  nccefTary  to  ufe  foreign  materials,  which 
enhance  the  price  too  much. 

8.  Shauls,  very  light,  warm,  and  fine  cloths,  made 
of  the  wool  of  Caffimere.  They  are  dyed  of  different 
colours,  ftriped,  and  flowered.  They  are  worn  for  a 
\vinter  drefs  in  Turkey,  Perfia,  and  the  more  tempe- 
rate parts  of  India.  With  this  fine  wool,  turbans  are 
>voven,  that  are  ell- wide,  and  a  little  more  than  three 
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fUs  long,  which  fell  for  as  much  as  a  thoufand  crowns  book 
[125L].  Though  this  wool  be  fomctimes  manufadured  ,    *^' 
at  Surat,  the  fined  woi;ks  of  this  kind  are  made  at 
Caflimere. 

Befide  the  prodigious  quantity  of  cotton  made  ufe 
of  in  the  manufadures  of  Surat,  feven  or  eight  thou- 
sand bales  at  lead  are  annually  difpatched  to  Bengal. 
A  much  greater  quantity  is  fent  to  China,  Perfia,  and' 
Arabia,  when  the  crops  are  very  plentiful.  If  thejr 
are  moderate,  the  overplus  is  carried  down  the  Gan-' 
ges,  where  it  is  always  fold  at  a  higher  price. 

Though  Surat  receives,  in  exchange  for  her  exports, 
porcelain  from  China ;  filk  from  Bengal  and  Perfia ; 
mafts  and  pepper  from  Malabar ;  gums,  dates,  dried 
fruits,  copper,  and  pearls,  from  Perfia ;  perfumes  and 
flaves  from  Arabia ;  great  quantities  of  fpices  from  the 
Dutch ;  iron,  lead,  cloth,  cochineal,  and  fome  hard- 
wares from  the  Englifli  j  the  balance  is  fo  much  in 
her  favour,  as  to  bring  in  yearly  twenty-five  or  twenty- 
fix  million?  of  livres  [from  1,041,6661.  13s.  ^d,  to 
1*083,3331.  6s,  8d.]  in  ready  money.  The  profit  iVould 
be  much  greater,  if  the  riches  of  the  court  of  Delhi 
were  not  conveyed  into  another  channel. 

This  balance,  however,  could  never  rife  again  to 
what  it  was  when  the  French  fettled  at  Surat  in  1668. 
Their  leader's  name  was  Caron.  He  was  a  merchant 
of  Frengh  extraftion,  who  was  grown  old  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Dutch  Company.  Hamilton  fays,  that- 
this  able  man,  who  had  iiigratiated  himfelf  with  the 
emperor  of  Japan,  had  obtained  leave  to  build  ^ 
houfe  for  his  niafters  on  the  ifland  where  the  faftory 
ftood  which  was  under  his  direftion.  This  l)uilding 
proved  to  be  a  caftle.  The  natives,  who  knew  no- 
thing of  fortification,  did  not  entertain  any  fufpicion 
of  it.  They  furprifed  fome  pieces  of  cannon  that 
were  fending  from  Batayia,  and  informed  the  court 
of  what  was  going  forward.  Caron  was  ordered  to 
repaii:  to  Jeddo,  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduft. 
As  he  had  nothing  reafonable  to  allege  in  his  vindi- 
cation, he  w  as  treated  with  great  feverity  and  con-« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


f^%  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  tempt.     His  beard  was  plucked  up  by  the  roots,  a 
,    ^\f  fooPs  cap  and  coat  were  put  upon  him,  and  in  this 
condition  he  was  expofed  to  the  iufults  of  the  popu- 
lace, and  banifhed  from  the  empire.     The  reception 
he  met  with  at  Java  gave  him  a  difguft  againil  the 
intereft  he  had  efpoufed  ;  and,  aftuated  by  revenge, 
he  went  over  to  the  French,  and  became  their  agent. 
5p*^*^       Surat,  where  they  had  fixed  him,  did  not  anfwer 
French  on  his  idea  of  a  chief  Settlement.     He  difliked  the  fitu- 
S^c^m  ation ;  he  lamented  his  being  obliged  to  purchafe  his 
■nds^      fafety  by  fubmiffion  ;  he  forefaw  it  would  be  a   dif- 
ThS^t-  advantage  to  carry  on  trade  in  competion  with  richer 
P^^*  *'  nations,  who  knew  more,  and  were  in  greater  efteem, 
d^/.      than  themfelves.     He  wifhed  to  find  an  independent 
port  in  the  centre  of  India,  or  in  fome  of  the  Spice 
Iflands,  without  which  he  thought  it  impoflible  for 
any  Company  to  fupport  itfelf.  The  Bay  of  Trinque- 
male,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  appeared  to  him  to 
unite  all  thefe  advantages  ;  and  he  accordingly  failed 
for  that  place  with  a  powerful  fquadron,  which  had 
been  fent  him  from  Europe,  under  the  command  of 
La  Haye,  who  was  to  ad  under  his  diredion.     The 
French  believed,  or  feigned  to  believe,  that  a  fettle- 
ment  might  be  made  there  without  encroaching  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Dutch,  whofe  property  had  never 
been  acknowledged  by  the  fovereign  of  the  ifland, 
with  whom  the  former  had  entered  into  a  treaty. 

All  that  was  alleged  might  indeed  be  true,  but  the 
event  was  not  the  more  fuccefsful.  A  projed  which 
ought  to  have  been  kept  a  profound  fecret,  was  divul- 
ged J  an  expedition  which  ought  to  have  been  efFeded 
by  furprife,  was  executed  deliberately ;  and  the  French 
were  intimidated  by  a  fleet  which  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  fight,  and  which  could  not  pbfliibly  have 
received  orders  to  hazard  an  engagement.  The 
greater  part  of  the  fliips  crews,  and  of  all  the  land 
forces,  perifhed  by  want  and  ficknefs ;  fome  men 
were  left  in  a  fmall  fort  that  had  been  ereded,  where 
they  were  foon  compelled  to  furrender.  With  the 
remaining  ffew  who  had  furvived  the  hardfliips  of  this 
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expedition,  the  French  went  in  fearch  of  provifions  book 
on  the  coaft  of  Cororaandel ;  but  finding  none  either      ^v. 
on  the  Danifh  fettlemcnt  of  Tranquebar,  or  any  where        ^ 
clfe,  impelled  by  defpair,  they  attacked  St.  Thomas, 
where  they  were  informed  there  was  great  plenty. 

This  town,  which  had  long  been  in  a  flourifhing 
condition,  had  been  built  by  the  Portuguefe  above  a 
hundred  years  before.  The  king  of  Golconda,  hav- 
ing conquered  the  Carnatic,  did  not  fee  without  re- 
gret, fo  important  a  place  in  foreign  hands  ;  he  fent 
his  generals  to  attack  it  in  1662,  and  they  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  it.  The  fortifications,  though 
confiderable  and  in  good  repair,  did  not  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  French,  who  took  them  by  ftorm  in  1672. 
They  were  foon  attacked  here,  and  were  forced  to 
furrender  two  years  after  ;  becaufe  the  Dutch,  who 
were  at  war  with  Lewis  XIV.  joined  with  the  In- 
dians to  expel  them. 

This  laft  event  would  have  entirely  ruined  the  en- 
terprife,  after  all  the  expence  the  government  had 
been  at  to  fupport  the  Company,  had  not  Martin 
been  one  of  the  merchants  fent  on  board  La  Haye*s 
fquadron.  He  colledled  the  remains  of  the  two  colonies 
of  Ceylon  and  St.  Thomas,  and  with  them  he  peo- 
pled the  little  town  of  Pondicherry,  that  had  been 
lately  ceded  to  him,  and  was  rifing  to  a  city,  when 
the  Company  entertained  good  hopes  of  a  new  fettle- 
ment,  which  they  had  now  an  opportunity  of  forming 
in  India.  ^ 

Some  miffionaries  had  preached  the  gofpel  at  Siam.  TheFrenck 
They  had  gained  the  love  of  the  people  by  their  J^^^^^ 
dodrine  and  by  their  behaviour.     Plain,  good-natur-Dei^^tioa 
ed,  and  humane  men,  witBout  intrigue  or  avarice, jf^^' 
they  gave  no  jealoufy  to  the  government  nor  to  the         "** 
people;  they  had  infpired  them  with  refped  and  love 
for  the  French  in  general,  and  in  particular  for  Lewis 
XIV. 

A  Greek,  of  a  reftlefs  and  ambitious  fpirit,  named 
Conftantine  Faulkon,  in  his  travels  to  Siam,  had  fo 
fs^r  engaged  the  afTeftions  of  the  prince,  that  in  a 
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BOOK  fhprt  time  he  raifed  him  to  the  poll  of  prime  minifter, 
^'  ,  or  barcalon  ;  an  office  which  nearly  anfwcrs  to  the 
ancient  moires  of  the  palace  of  France. 

Faulkon  governed  both  the  people  and  the  king  in 
the  moft  despotic  manner.  The  prince  was  weak,  a 
valetudinarian,  and  had  no  iflue.  His  minifter  con- 
ceived a  projedl  to  fucceed  him;  poffibly  to  dethrone 
him.  It  is  well  known  that  thefe  attempts  are  as 
eafy  and  as  frequent  in  abfolute  governments,  as  they 
are  difficult  and  uncommon  in  countries  where  the 
prince  governs  by  the  rule$  of  juftice ;  where  the 
origin  and  meafure  of  his  authority  is  regulated  by 
fundamental  and  immutable  laws,  which  are  under 
the  guardianfhip,  of  numbers  of  able  magiftrates. 
There  the  enemies  of  the  fovereign  fhow  that  they 
are  enemies  of  the  ftate  ;  there  they  find  themfelves 
foon  thwarted  in  their  defigns  by  all  the  forces  of 
the  nation ;  becaufe,  by  rebelling  againft  the  chief, 
they  rebel  againft  the  laws,  which  are  tha  ftanding  and 
unalterable  will  of  the  nation. 

Faulkon  formed  the  defign  of  making  the  French 
fubfervient  to  his  fcheme,  as  fome  ambitious  men  had 
formerly  made  ufe  of  a  guard  of  fix  hundred  Japa- 
nefe,  who  had  often  difpofed  of  the  crown  of  Siam. 
He  fent  ambafladors  into  France  in  1684,  to  make  a 
tender  of  his  matter's  alliance,  to  offer  fea-ports  to 
the  French  merchants,  and  to  aflc  for  fhips  and 
troops. 

The  oftentatious  vanity  of  Lewis  XIV.  took  ad- 
vantage  of  this  embafly.  The  flatterers  of  that  prince, 
who  was  too  much  extolled,  though  he  certainly  de- 
ferved  commendation,  perfuaded  mm,  that  his  fame, 
fpread  throughout  the  world,  had  procured  to  him 
the  homage  of  the  Eaft.  He  was  not  fatisfied  with 
the  enjoyment  of  thefe  vain  honours ;  but  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  difpofitions  of  the  king  of  Siam 
to  the  benefit  of  the  India  Company,  and  ftill  more 
of  the  miffionaries.  He  fent  but  a  fquadron  in  which 
there  were  a  greater  number  of  Jefuits  than  of  trad- 
ers ;  and  in  the  treaty  which  was  concluded  between 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  lAST  AMD  WEST  INDIES.  4^ 

the  two  kings,  the  French  ambafladors,  direded  by  B  o  o  K 
the  Jefuit  Tachard,  attended  much  more  to  the  con-      ^^* 
cerns  of  rehgion  than  to  thofe  of  commerce. 

The  Company  ftill  entertained  great  hopes  of  the 
fettlement  at  Siam,  and  thefe  hopes  were  not  ill* 
grounded, 

That  kingdom,  though  divided  by  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains that  is  continued  till  it  meets  with  the  rocks  of 
^Tartary,  is  fo  prodigioufly  fruitful,  that  many  of  its 
cultivated  lands  yield  two  hundred  per  cent.  Some 
will  even  bear  plentiful  crops  fpontaneoufly.  The 
corn,  coUefted  as  it  was  at  firft  produced,  without 
care  and  without  trouble,  left  as  it  were  to  nature, 
falls  off  and  perilhes  in  the  field  where  it  grew,  in 
order  to  vegetate  again  in  the  Waters  of  the  ftream  that 
flows  through  the  kingdom. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  where  fruits  grow 
in  fuch  plenty  and  variety,  or  are  fo  wholefome,  as 
in  this  delightful  fpot.  Some  are  peculiar  to  the 
country  ;  and  thofe  which  are  equally  the  produce 
of  other  countries  have  a  much  finer  fmell,  and  are 
much  higher  flavoured,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

The  earth,  always  covered  with  thefe  trcafure* 
which  are  conftantly  fpringing  up  ^frefli,  alfo  con- 
ceak,  under  a  very  fuperficial  furface,  mines  of  goU, 
copper,  loadftone,  iron,  lead,  and  calin,  a  fpecies  of 
tin,  which  is  highly  vali>ed  throughout  Afia. 

All  thefe  advantages  are  rendered  ufelefs  by  the 
moft  dreadful  tyranny.  A  prince,  corrupted  by  his 
power,  while  he  is  indulging  in  his  feraglio,  opprefEes 
his  people  by  his  caprices,  or  fuffers  them  to  be 
opprefled  by  his  indolence.  At  Siam  there  are  no 
fubjeds,  all  are  flaves.  The  men  are  divided  into 
three  clafles :  the  firft  ferVe  as  a  guard  to  the  monarch, 
till  his  lands,  and  are  employed  in  different  manu-^ 
faftures  in  his  palace.  The  fecond  are  appointed  to 
public  labours,  and  to  the  defence  of  the  ftate.  The 
third  clafs  are  deftined  to  ferve  the  magiftrates,  the 
minifters,   and   principal  officers  of   the  kingdorth 
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*  ^j^  ^  Every  Siamefe  advanced  to  any  eminent  poll,  is  al-« 
lowed  a  certain  number  of  men  who  are  at  his  dif- 
pofal ;  fo  that  the  falaries  annexed  to  great  officers 
are  well  paid  at  the  court  of  Siam,  becaufe  they  are 
not  paid  in  money,  but  in  men,  who  coft  the  prince 
nothing.  THefe  unfortunate  people  are  regiftered 
at  the  age  of  fixtecn*  Every  one  on  the  firft  fum- 
mons  muft  repair  to  the  poll  affigned  him,  upon  pain 
of  being  put  in  irons,  or  condemned  to  the  balli- 
nado. 

In  a  country  where  all  the  men  mull  work  for  the 
government  during  lix  months  in  the  year,  without 
being  paid  or  fubfilled,  and  during  the  other  lix  to 
earn  a  maintenance  for  the  whole  year ;  in  fuch  a 
country,  the  very  lands  mull  feel  the  effeds  of  ty- 
ranny, and  confequently  there  is  no  property*  The 
delicious  fruits  that  enrich  the  gardens  of  the  mo- 
narch and  the  nobles,  are  not  fuffisred  to  ripen  in 
thofe  of  private  men.  If  the  foldiers  who  are  fent 
out  to  examine  the  orchards  difcover  fome  tree  laden 
with  choice  fruits,  they  never  fail  to  mark  it  for  the 
tyrant's  table,  or  that  of  his  minillers.  The  owner 
becomes  the  guardian  of  it,  and  is  anfwerable  for 
the  fruit  under  very  fevere  penalties* 

The  men  are  not  only  Haves  to  men,  but  alfo  to 
the  bealls.  The  king  of  Siam  keeps  a  great  num- 
ber of  elephants.  Thofe  of  his  palace  are  particu- 
larly taken  care  of,  and  have  extraordinary  honours 
paid  to  them.  The  meanell  have  fifteen  Haves  to 
attend  them,  who  are  conllantly .  employed-  in  cut- 
ting hay,  and  gathering  bananas  and  fugar-canes  for 
them.  Xhe  king  takes  fo  much  pride  in  thefe  creatures, 
which  are  of  no  real  ufe,  that  he  ellimates  his  power 
rather  by  their  number  than  by  that  of  his  provinces. 
Under  pretence  of  feeding  thefe  animals  well,  their  at^ 
tendants  will  drive  them  into  gardens  and  cultivated 
lands,  that  they  may  trample  upon  them,  unlefs  the 
owners  will  purchafe  an  exemption  from  thefe  vex- 
ations by  continual  prefents.  No  man  would  dare 
to  encloie  his  field  againll  the  king's  elephants,  many 
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of  whom  are  decorated  with  honourable  titles,  and  book 
advanced  to  the  higheft  dignities  in  the  ftate.  .    'y*    . 

Thefe  horrors  are  revolting  to  our  minds  j  and 
yet  we  have  no  right  to  difcredit  them  j  we  who 
boaft  of  fome  philofophy,  and  of  a  milder  kind  of 
government  j  arid  who  neverthelefs  live  in  a  king* 
dom  where  the  wretched  peafant  is  loaded  with  irons, 
if  he  fhould  dare  to  mow  his  meadow,  or  to  difturb 
his  field  during  the  feafon  of  the  coupling  and  hatctv- 
ing  of  the  partridges ;  where  he  is  obliged  to  leave  his 
vines  to  the  mercy  of  the  rabbits,  and  fuffer  his  har- 
veft  to  become  a  prey  to  deers,  ftags,  and  boars ;  and 
where  he  would  be  fentenced  to  the  galleys,  if  he 
had  the  boldnefs  to  ftrike,  either  with  his  whip  or 
with  a  ftick,  any  of  thefe  voracious  animals.  ^ 

Such  various  adts  of  tyranny  make  the  Siamefe  de- 
teft  their  native  country,  though  they  confider  it  as 
the  beft  upon  earth.  Moll  of  them  fly  from  oppref- 
fion  into  the  forefts,  where  they  lead  a  favage  life, 
infinitely  preferable  to  that  of  fociety  corrupted  by 
defpotifm.  So  great  is  this  defertion,  that,  from  the 
port  of  Mergui  to  Juthia  the  capital  of  the  empire, 
one  may  travel  for  a  week  together,  without  meet- 
ing with  the  leaft  fign  of  population,  through  an  ira- 
menfe  extent  of  country,  well  watered,  the  foil  of 
which  is  excellent,  and  ftill  bears  the  marks  of  form- 
er cultivation.^  This  fine  country  is  now  over-run 
with  tigers. 

It  was  formerly  inhabited  by  men.  Befide  the  na« 
tives,  it  was  full  of  CSttlements  that  had  been  fuccef- 
fively  formed  there  by  the  nations  fituated  to  the  eaft 
of  Afia.  Their  inducement  wa^  the  immenfe  trade 
carried  on  there.  All  hiftorians  atteft,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  a  great  number 
of  Ihips  came  into  thefe  roads  every  year.  The  ty- 
ranny which  prevailed  foon  after,  fucceflively  dc- 
ftroyed  the  mines,  the  manufadures,  and  agriculture. 
All  the  foreign  merchants,  and  even  thofe  of  the  na- 
tion, were  involved  in  the  fame  ruin.  The  ftate  fell 
into  confufion,  and  confequently  became  languid. 
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BOOK  The  French,  on  their  arrival,  found  it  thus  reduced^ 
i^  ^*    .  General  poverty  prevailed,  and  none  of  the  arts  were 
exercifed ;  while  the  people  were  under  the  dominion 
of  a  defpotic  tyrant,  who,  in  attempting  to  mono- 
polize all  the  trade,  inevitably  dcftroyed  it;    The  few 
ornaments  and  articles  of  luxury  that  tt^ere  confum- 
ed  at  court,  and  in  the  houfes  of  the  great,  came  from 
Japan.    The  Siamefe  heM  the  Japanefe  in  high  efti« 
mation,  and  preferred  their  works  to  all  others. 
Adfan-         It  was  uo  cafy  matter  to  divert  them  from  this 
tafct^J"^  attachment,  and  yet  it  was  the  only  way  of  procur- 
^^ht'Sve  ing  a  demand  for  the  produce  of  French  induftry; 
dcrif<^      If  any  thing  could  effed  this  change,  it  was  the 
•f he*  c^  Chriftian  rehgion,  which  the  priefts  of  the  foffeign 
^^^g  miffions  had  preached  to  them,  and  not  without  fuc* 
koofthcm.  cefs  ;  but  the  Jefuits,  too  much  devoted  to  Faulkon, 
who.  began  to  be  odious,  abufed  the  favour  they  en- 
joyed at  court,  and  drew  upon  thcmfelves  the  hatred 
of  the  people.     This   odium   was  transferred  from 
them  to  their  religion.     They  built  churches  before 
there  were  any  Chriftians  to  frequent  them^    They 
founded  monafleries,  and  by  thefe  proceedings  oc- 
cafioned  the  common  people  and  the  Talapoys  to  re^i^ 
volt.     The  Talapoys  are  the  monks  6f  the  country  j 
fome  of  whom  lead  a  folitary  life^  and  others  are  bufy 
intriguing  men;    They  preach  to  the  people  the  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  Sommofia  Kodom.    That  law- 
giver of  the  Siamefe  was  long  honoured  as  a  fage, 
and  has  fince  been  revered  as  a  god,  or  as  an  emana- 
tion of  the  deity,  a  fon  of  God.     A  variety  of  mar- 
vellous ftories  are  told  of  this  man :   He  lived  upon 
one  grain  of  rice  a-day^     He  pulled  out  one  of  hi^ 
eyes  to  give  to  a  poor  man,  having  nothing  elfe  to 
beftow  on  him*     Another  time  he  gave  away  his 
wife.     He  commanded  the  ftars,  the  rivers,  and  the 
inountains.     But  he  had  a  brother,  who  frequently 
oppofed  his  defigns  for  the  good  of  mankind.     God 
avenged  him,  and  calcified  that  unhappy  brother. 
This  fable  had  prejudiced  the  Siamefe  againft  the  re- 
ligion of  a  crucified  God ;  and  they  could  not  wor* 
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ihip  J^fus  Chrift,  becaufe  he  died  the  fame  death  as  b  o  o  k 
the  brother  of  Sommona  Kodom.  ,  J^:_ 

.  If  the  French  could  not  carry  their  commodities  to 
Siam,  they  could  at  leaft  gradually  infpire  the  peo- 
ple with  a  tafte  for  them,  prepare  the  way  for  a  great 
trade  with  this  country,  and  avail  themfelves  of  that 
which  adually  offered,  to  open  connexions  with  all 
the  Eaft.  The  fituation  of  that  kingdom  between 
two  gulfs,  where  it  extends  one  hundred  and  fixty 
leagues  along  the  fea-codft  on  the  one  gulf,  and  about 
two  hundred  on  the  other.  Would  have  opened  the 
navigation  of  all  the  feas  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
The  fortrefs  of  Bancoc;  built  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Menan,  which  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  was  an  excellent  mart  for  all  tranfadions 
they  might  have  had  with  China,  the  Philippines,  or 
any  of  the  eaftem  parts  of  India.  Mergui,  the  prin- 
cipal port  of  the  kingdom,  and  one  of  the  bed  in 
Afia,  which  had  likewife  been  ceded  to  them,  would 
have  greatly  facilitated  their  trade  with  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  and  chiefly  with  Bengah  It  fecured  to 
them  an  advantageous  intercourfe  with  the  kingdoms 
of  Pegu,  Ava,  Arracan,  and  Lagos,  countries  ftill 
more  barbarous  than  Siam,  but  where  the  fined  ru- 
bies in  the  world,  and  fome  gold  duft,  are  to  be 
found.  All  thefe  countries,  as  well  as  Siam,  produce 
the  tree  which  yields  that  valuable  gum^  with  which 
the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe  make  their  varnifh ;  and 
whoever  is  in  pofleflion  of  this  commodity,  may  be 
certain  of  carrying  on  a  very  lucrative  trade  with 
China  and  Japan^ 

Befide  the  advantage  of  meeting  with  good  fettle- 
ments,  which  were  no  expence  to  the  Company,  and 
might  throw  into  their  bands  a  great  part  of  the 
trade  of  the  Eaft,  they  might  have  brought  home 
from  Siam,  ivory,  logwood,  hke  that  which  is  cut  in 
the  bay  of  Gampeachy,  a  great  deal  of  caffia,  and 
all  the  buflfalo  and  deer  Ikins  that  the  Dutch  former- 
ly brought  from  thence.  They  might  have  grown 
pepper  there,  and,  poffibly,  other  fpices  which  were 
FoL  11.  D 
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not  to  be  found  in  the  country,  as  the  people  did 
not  underlland  the  culture  of  them,  and  becaufe  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  Siam  are  fo  indifferent  to 
every  thing,  that  nothing  fucceeds  with  them. 

The  French  paid  no  regard  to  thefe  objefts.     The 
fadlors  of  the  Company,    the  officers,    and  the  Je* 
fuits,  were  equally  ignorant  of  trade  :  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  latter  was  taken  up  in  converting  the 
natives,    and  making  themfelves  mafters  of  them. 
At  laft,  after  having  given  but  a  weak  affiflance  to 
Faulkon  at  the  inftant  when  he  was^ready  to  execute 
his  defigns,  they  were  involved  in  his  difgrace  ;  and 
the  fortreffes  of  Mergui  and  Bancoc,  defended  by 
French  troops,  were  taken  from  them  by  the  moft 
cowardly  of  all  people. 
thcTr^^ch      During  the  Ihort  time  that  the  French  were  fet- 
upon  Ton.  tied  at  Siam,  the  Company  endeavoured  to  eftablilh 
cJdii^li.  themfelves  at  Tonquin.     They  flattered  themfelves 
na.  Dc    that  they  might  trade  with  fafety  and  advantage 
thc^cou^-  with  a  nation  which  had  for  about  feven  centuries 
trici.         been  inftrufted  by  the  Chinefe.     Theifm   prevails 
among  them,    which  is  the  religion  of  Confucius, 
whofe  precepts  and  writings  are  there  holden  in  great- 
er veneration  than  even  in  China.     But  there  is  not 
the  fame  agreement  as  in  China  in  the  ptinciples  of 
government,  religion,  laws,  opinions,  rites,  and  ce- 
remonies :  and  though  Tonquin  has  the  fame  law- 
giver, it  is  far  from  having  the  fame  fyftem  of  moral- 
ity.    We  find  there  neither  that  refped  for  parents^ 
that  love  for  the  prince,  thofe  reciprocal  affedions, 
nor  thofe  focial  virtues,  which  are  met  with  in  China  ; 
nor  have  they  the  fame  good  order,  police,  induftry, 
or  adtivity. 

This  nation,  which  is  devoted  to  cxceffive  indo- 
lence, and  is  voluptuous  without  tafte  or  delicacy, 
lives  in  conftant  diftruft  of  its  fovereigns  and  of  ftran- 
gers.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  miftruft  proceeds 
from  a  natural  reftleflhefs  of  temper,  or  whether  their 
fpirit  of  fedition  be  owing  to  this  circumftance,  that 
the  Chinefe  fyftem  of  morality  has  enlightened  the 
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people  without  improving  the  government.  What*  B 
ever  be  the  pr'ogrefs  of  knowledge,  whether  it  come , 
from  the  people  to  the  government,  or  from  that  to 
the  people,  it  is  neceflary  that  botli  fhould  be  en- 
lightened at  the  fame  time,  or  elfe  tlie  (late  will  be 
expofed  to  fatal  revolutions.  Accordingly,  in  Ton- 
quin,  there  is  d  continual  ftruggle  between  the  eu- 
nuchs who  govern,  and  the  people  who  impatiently 
bear  the  yoke.  Every  thing  languifhes  and  t^nds 
to  ruin,  in  confequence  of  thefe  diBTenfions ;  and  the 
calamities  muft  increafe,  till  the  people  have  com- 
pelled their  mailers  to  grow  wifer,  or  the  mailers 
nave  rendered  their  fiibjeds  quite  infenlible.  The 
Portuguefe  and  the  Dutch,  who  had  attempted  to 
form  fome  connedUoris  in  Tonquin;  had  been  forced 
to  give  them  up.  The  French  were  not  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  No  Europeans  have  fince  carried  on  that 
trade,  except  fome  few  merchants  of  Madras,  who 
have  alternately  forfaken  and  refunied  it.  They  di- 
vide with  the  Chinefe  the  exportation  of  copper  and 
brdinary  filks,  the  only  commodities  of  any  value  that 
fcountry  affords. 

Cochinchina  lay  too  tiear  to  Siam  not  to  draw  thei 
attention  of  the  French  ;  and  they  would  probably 
have  fixed  there,  had  they  had  fagacity  enough  to 
forefee  what  degree  of  fplendour  that  riling  Hate 
Would  one  day  acquire.  The  Europeans  are  indebt- 
ed to  a  philofophical  traveller  for  what  little  they 
»know  with  certainty  of  that  fine  country.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  refult  of  his  obfervations  :-^ 

When  the  French  arrived  in  thofe  dillant  regions, 
they  learned,  that,  about  half  a  century  before,  a 
prince  of  Tonquint,  as  he  fled  from  his  fovereign,  whp 
>urfued  him  as  a  rebel,  had,  with  his  foldiers  and  id- 
lerents,  Croffed  the  river,  whifeh  ferves  as  a  barrier 
jetween  Tonquin  and  Cochinchina.     The  fugitives, 
who  were  warlike  and  civilized  people,  foon  expelled 
the  fcattered  inhabitants,  who  wandered  about  with- 
out any  fociety  or  form  of  government,  or  without 
any  law,  except  that  of  mutual  interell,  which  prompt- 
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B  o  o  K  ed  them  not  to  injure  one  another.    Here  they  founcF 
,    ^V'    ^  ed  an  empire  upon  the  bafis  of  agriculture  and  pro- 
^       perty.     Rice  was  the  food  the  moll  eafily  cultivated, 
and  the  moft  plentiful  j  upon  this  article^  therefore, 
the  new  colonifts  beftowed  their  firft  attention.    The 
fea  and  the  rivers  attrafted  a  number  of  inhabitants 
to  their  borders,  by  the  profufion  of  excellent  fifh 
they  afforded.     Domeftic  animals  were  bred  in  the 
country ;  fome  for  food,  others  for  labour.     The  in- 
habitants cultivated  the  trees  they  were  moft  in  want 
of,  fuch  as  the  cotton  for  their  clothing.    The  moun- 
tains and  forefts,  which  could  not  be  cultivated,  af- 
forded wild  fowl,  metals,  gums,  petfumes,  and  wood 
of  an  excellent  kind.     Thefe  productions  ferved  as 
fo  many  materials,  means,  and  objeds  of  commerce. 
One  hundred  galleys  were  built,  which  are  conftant- 
ly  employed  in  defending  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom. 
All  thefe  feveral  advantages  of  nature  were  well 
f  beftowed  upon  a  people  of  a  mild  and  humane  difpa- 

fition,  which  they  partly  owe  to  their  women  :  whe- 
ther this  influence  they  acquire  be  owing  to  their 
beauty,  or  whether  it  be  the  particular  effed  of  their 
afliduity  and  of  their  flciU  in  bufinefs,  is  not  eafy  to 
determine :  in  general  we  obferve,  that  in  the  firft 
beginning  of  all  focieties,  the  women  are  fooner  civi* 
lized  than  the  men.  Even  their  weaknefs,  and  their 
fedantary  life,  their  being  more  taken  up  with  vari*. 
ous  details,  and  with  cares  of  a  lefs  important  naturet, 
farnifli  them  fooner  with  that  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience, and  incline  them  to  thofe  domeftic  attachr 
ments,  which  are  the  firft  promoters  and  ftrongeft 
ties  of  fociety.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  reafon  why, 
in  many  favage  nations,  the  women  are  intrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  civil  government,  which  is  but 
a  higher  degree  of  domeftic  economy.  So  long  as 
the  ftate'is  but  as  one  great  family,  the  women  are 
capable  of  undertaking  the  management  of  it.  Then, 
imdoubtedly,  the  people  are  happieft,  efpecially  in 
a  climate  where  nature  has  left  but  little  for  man  t© 
do. 
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^uch  is  the  climate  of  Cochinchina,  Accordingly,  book 
thie  people,  though  but  imperfedly  civilized,  enjoy ,  ^^'  . 
that  happinefs  which  might  excite  the  envy  of  more 
improved  focieties*  They  have  neither  robbers  nor 
beggars.  Every  one  is  at  Uberty  to  live  at  his  own 
houfe,  or  at  his  neighbour's.  A  traveller  freely  en- 
ters a  houfe  in  any  village,  fits  down  to  table,  eats 
and  drinks,  without  being  invited  or  aflced  any  que- 
ilions,  and  then  goes  away  without  acknowledging 
the  civility.  He  is  a  man,  and  therefore  a  friend 
and  relation  of  the  family.  If  he  were  a  foreigner, 
he  would  excite  more  curiofity,  but  would  be  equally 
welcome. 

Thefe  cuftoms  are  the  relics  of  the  government  of 
the  firft  fix  kings  of  Cochinchina,  and  derived  from 
the  original  contrad  entered  into  between  the  na- 
tion and  their  leader,  before  they  croffed  the  river 
that  divides  Tonquin  from  Cochinchina.  Thefe  men 
were  weary  of  oppreffion.  They  dreaded  the  like  . 
calamity,  and  therefore  took  care  to  guard  againft 
the  abufe  of  authority,  which  is  fo  apt  to  tranfgrefs 
its  due  limits,  if  not  kept  under  fome  reftraint.  Their 
chief,  who  had  fet  them  an  example  of  liberty,  and 
taught  them  to  revolt,  promifed  them  that  felicity 
which  he  himfelf  chofe  to  enjoy  ;  that  of  a  juft,  mild, 
and  parental  government.  He  cultivated  with  them 
the  land  in  which  they  had  all  taken  refuge.  He 
never  demanded  any  thing  of  them,  except  an  annual 
and  voluntary  contribution,  to  enable  him  to  defend 
the  nation  againft  the  tyrant  of  Tonquin,  who,  for 
a  long  time,  purfued  them  beyond  the  river  which 
feparated  them  from  him. 

This  primitive  contraft  was  religioufly  pbferved  for 
upwards  of  a  century,  under  five  or  fix  fucceflbrs  of 
that  brave  deUverer :  but  at  laft  it  has  been  infringed. 
The  reciprocal  and  folemn  engagement  between  the 
king  and  his  people  is  dill  refiewed  every  year,  in  the  , 
face  of  heaven  and  earth,  in  a  general  aflembly  of 
the  whole  nation,  coUeded  in  an  open  field,  where 
the  oldelt  ma;n  prefides,  and  where  the  king  only 
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K  af&fts  as  a  private  perfon.  He  ftill  honours  and  pro- 
teins agriculture,  but  do^  not,  like  his  predecefibr^, 
fet  the  example  of  labour  to  his  fubjcds.  When  he 
fpeaks  of  them,  he  ftill  fays,  tbey  are  my  children  ;  but 
they  are  no  longer  fo.  His  courtiers  have  ftyled 
themfelves  his  ijaves,  and  have  given  him  the  pom- 
ppus  and  facrilegious  title  of  king  of  heaven.  From 
that  moment,  men  mull  have  appeared  to  him  but  as 
fo  many  infeds  creeping  on  the  ground.  The  gold 
which  he  has  taken  out  of  the  mines,  has  put  a  flop 
to  agriculture.  He  has  defpifed  the  homely  roof  of 
nis  anceftors,  and  would  build  a  palace.  Its  circum-; 
fcrence  has  been  marked  out,  and  is  a  league  in  ex- 
tent. Thoufands  of  cannon  planted  round  the  walls 
of  this  palace,  make  it  formidable  to  the  people.  A 
defpotic  monarch  refides  there,  who  in  a  ihort  time 
will  be  fecluded  from  the  eyes  of  the  people  ;  and 
this  concealment,  which  charadterifes  the  majefty  of 
eaftem  kings,  will  fubftitvite  the  tyrant  to  the  father 
pf  the  nation. 

The  difcovery  of  gold  has  naturally  brought  on 
that  of  taxes  ;  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  finance; 
will  foon  take  place  of  civil  legiflation  and  focial  con- 
trad.  Contribution?  are  no  longer  voluntary,  but  ex- 
torted. Defignifig  men  go  to  the  king's  palace,  and 
craftily  obtain  the  privilege  of  plundering  the  pro- 
vinces. With  gold  they  at  once  purchafe  a  right  of 
committing  crimes  and  the  privilege  of  impunity; 
they  bribe  the  courtiers,  elude  the  vigilance  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  opprefs  the  hufbandman.  The  tra- 
veller alreadly  fees,  as  he  pafles  along,  fellow  grounds, 
and  whole  villages  forfaken  by  their  inhabitants.  This 
king  of  heaven^  like  the  gods  of  Epicurus,  carclefsly 
iufFers  plagues  and  calamities  to  vex  the  land.  He 
is  ignorant  of  the  fufierings  and  diftrefles  of  his  peo- 
ple, who  will  foon  fall  into  a  ftate  of  annihilarion, 
like  the  favages  whofe  territories  they  now  poffefs. 
AH  nations  governed  by  defpotifm  mull  inevitably 
pcrifli  in  this  manner.  If  Cochinchina  ihould  relapfe 
into  that  ftatf  of  confufion  out  of  which  it  enperged 
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about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  it  will  be  whoHy  book 
difregarded  by  the  navigators  who  now  frequent  the  ,    ^^' 
ports  of  that  kingdom.     The  Chinefe,  who  carry  on       ' 
the  greateft  trade  there,  get  in  exchange  for  their 
own  commodities,  wood  for  fmall  work,  and  timber 
for  building  houfes  and  ihips. 

They  alfo  export  from  thence  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  fugar,  the  raw  at  four  livres  [3s.  4d.]  a  hundred 
weight,  the  white  at  eight  [6s.  8d.],  and  fugarcandy 
at  ten  [8s.  4d.]  :  very  good  filk,  fatins,  and  pitrc,  the 
fibres  of  a  tree,  not  unlike  the  banana,  which  they 
fraudulently  mix  in  their  manufadures  :  black  and 
ordinary  tea,  which  ferves  for  the  confumption  of 
common  people  :  and  fuch  excellent  cinnamon,  that 
it  fells  three  or  four  times  dearer  than  that  of  Ceylon. 
There  is  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  this ;  as  it  grows  on- 
ly upon  one  mountain,  which  is  always  furrounded 
with  guards.     Excellent  pepper  is  another  article  ; 
and  fuch  pure  iron,  that  they  work  it  as  it  comes  out 
of  the  mine,  without  fmelting:   gold  of  three  and 
twenty  carrats,  which  is  found  there  in  greater  plenty 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  £aft  :  aloes  wood,  which 
is  more  or  lefs  efteemed  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  refinous. 
The  pieces  that  contain  mod  of  this  refin  are  com- 
monly taken  from  the  heart,  or  from  the  root  of  the 
tree.     They  are  called  calunbac,  and  are  always  fold 
for  their  weight  in  gold  to  the  Chinefe,  who  account 
them  the  higheft  cordial  in  nature.  .  They  are  care- 
fully preferved  in  pewter  boxes,  to  keep  them  from 
drying.    When  they  are  to  be  adminiftered,  they  are 
ground  upon  a  marble,  with  fuch  liquids  as  are  bed 
fuited  to  the  diforder  they  are  intended  to  renjove^ 
The  inferior  kind  of  aloes  wood,  which  always  fells 
for  a  hundred  livres  [4I.  3s.  4d.]  a  pound  at  lead,  is 
carried  to  Perfia,  Turkey,  and  Arabia.     They  ufe  it 
to  perfume  their  clothes,  and  fometimes  their  apart- 
ments, upon  very  extraordinary  occafions,  and  then 
they  mix  it  with  amber.     It  is  alfo  employed  for 
another  purpofe.   A  cuftom  prevails  anjong  thefe  na- 
tions, when  they  are  defirous  of  Ihowing  their  vifitors 
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BOOK  great  marks  of  civility,  to  prefent  them  with  pipes, 
*^-      then  with  coffee  and  fweatmeats.     When  converfa- 

*  '  tion  begins  to  grow  languid,  the  fherbet  is  brought 
in,  which  is  looked  upon  as  a  hint  to  depart.  As 
foon  as  the  ftranger  rifes  to  go  away,  tkey  bring  in 
a  little  pan  with  aloes  wood,  and  perfume  his  beard ^ 
fprinklihg  it  with  rofe  water. 

Though  the  French,  who  had  fcarce  any  thing  elfe 
to  bring  but  cloth,  lead,  gunpowder,  and  brimftone, 
were  obliged  to  tradel  with  Cochinchina  chiefly  in 
money,  yet  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  purfuing 
this  trade  in  competition  with  the  Chinefe.  This  in- 
convenience might  have  been  obviated  by  the  profit 
that  would  have  been  made  upon  goods  fent  to 
Europe,  or  fold  in  India ;  but  it  is  now  too  late  to 
attempt  it.  Probity  and  honefty,  the  effentials  of  an 
adling  and  lafting  trade,  are  forfaking  thefe  regions, 
which  were  formerly  fo  flourifhing,  in  proportion  as 
the  government  becomes  arbitrary,  and  confequently 
unjuft.  In  a  fhort  time  no  greater  number  of  fliips 
will  be  feen  in  their  harbours  than  in  thofe  of  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  where  they  were  fcarc^ly  known. 
However  this  may  be,  the  French  Company,  driven 
from  Siam,  and  without  hopes  of  fettling  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  Afia,  began  to  regret  their  fadory  at 
Surat,  where  they -dared  not  appear  again,  lince  they 
had  left  it  without  paying  their  debts..  They  had 
loft  the  only  market  they  knew  of  for  their  cloths, 
their  lead,  and  their  iron  ;  and  they  were  continually 
at  a  lofs  in 'the  purchafe  of  goods  to  anfwer  the  caprfc 
cious  demands  of  the  mother-country,  and  the  wants 
of  the  colonies.  By  fulfilling  all  their  former  en- 
gagements, they  might  have  recovered  the  privilege 
they  had  forfeited.  The  Mogul  government,  which 
would  have  wiflied  to  fee  a  greater  nimiber  of  fhips 
reforting  to  Surat,  often  foKcited  the  French  to  fatisfy 
thefe  claims;  for  they  preferred  them  to  the  Englilh, 
who  had  purchafed  of  the  court  an  exemption  from 
all  duties.  Whether  it  were  for  want  of  honefty,  of 
Ikill,  or  of  means,  certain  it  is  that  the  Company 
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never  could  remove  the  reproach  they  had  incurred,  b  o  o  k 
They  confined  their  whole  attention  to  the  fortifying      'v. 
of  Pondicherry,  when  they  were  fuddenly  prevent- '     ^ 
ed  by  a  bloody  war,  which  had  its  origin  in  remote 
caufes. 

The  northern  Barbarians,  who  had  overturned  the  The  French 
Roman  empire,  that  was  miftrefs  of  the  world,  efta-  ^^^^^^ 
blilhed  a  form  of  government  which  would  not  admit  dicherry,  ' 
of  augmenting  their  conquefts,  and  kept  every  ftate  ^  fc^[J^*" 
within  its  natural  limits.  The  abolition  of  the  feudal  mcnt. 
laws,  and  the  alterations  confequent  upon  it,  feemed 
to  tend  a  fecond  time  to  eftablifh  a  kind  of  univerfal 
monarchy  ;  but  the  Auftrian  power,  weakened  by 
the  great  extent  of  its  poffeffions,  and  their  diftance 
from  each  other,  could  not  fubvert  the  bulwarks  that 
were  raifing  againft  it.  After  a  whole  century  paff- 
ed  in  contefts,  hopes,  and  difappointments,  it  was 
forced  to  yield  to  a  nation,  whole  ftrength,  pofition, 
and  activity,  rendered  her  more  formidable  to  the 
liberties  of  Europe.  Richelieu  and  Mazarine  be- 
gan this  revolution  by  their  intrigues.  Turenne  and 
Conde  completed  it  by  their  vidlories.  Colbert  fettled 
it  by  the  introduftion  of  arts,  and  of  all  kinds  of 
induftry.  If  Lewis  XIV.  who  may  be  faid  to  have 
been  not,  perhaps,  the  greateft  monarch  of  his  age, 
but  one  who  bed  fupported  the  dignity  of  the  throne, 
had  been  more  moderate  in  the  exercife  of  his  power, 
and  the  fenfe  of  his  grandeur,  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine how  far  he  might  have  carried  his  good  fortune. 
His  vanity  proved  detrimental  to  his  ambition.  After 
bending  his  own  fubjeds  to  his  will,  he  wanted  to 
exert  the  fame  power  over  his  neighbours.  His 
pride  raifed  him  more  enemies,  than  his.  influence 
and  his  genius  could  fupply  him  with  allies  and  re- 
fources.  He  was  delighted  with  the  flatteries  of  his 
panegyrifts  and  courtiers,  who  promiTed  him  univer- 
fal monarchy  ;  and  the  pleafure  he  took  in  thefe  adu- 
lations, contributed  ftill  more  than  the  extent  of  his 
power,  to  infpire  a  dread  of  univeifal  conqueft  and 
llu\  cry.     The  cjiftrefles  and  inveftives  of  his  prote- 
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jc  ftant  fubjedls,  difperfed*  by  a  tyrannical  fanaticifm^ 
completed  the  hatred  he  had  incurred  by  his  fuc- 
cefleSy  and  by  the  abufe  he  had  made  of  his  pro* 
fperity. 

The  Prince  of  Orange,  a  man  of  a  fteady,  upright 
difpofition,  and  of  a  penetrating  judgment,  endowed 
with  every  virtue  that  is  confident  with  ambition, 
became  the  chief  inftigator  of  all  thefe  refentments, 
which  he  had  long  fomented  by  his  negotiations  and 
his  cmiffaries.  France  was  attacked  by  the  mod  for- 
midable confederacy  recorded  in  hiftory,  and  yet  ihe 
was  conftantly,  and  in  all  parts,  triumphant. 

She  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  Afia  as  in  Europe, 
The  Dutch  firft  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  na- 
tives to  attack  Pondicherry,  which  they  could  never 
be  compelled  to  reftore.  The  Indian  prince,  to  whom 
they  applied  for  that  purpofe,  was  not  to  be  bribed 
to  agree  to  fo  perfidious  a  propofal :  his  conftant  an- 
fwer  was.  Tie  French  have  bought  that  place ^  it  would 
be  unjufl  to  turn  tbem  out.  What  the*  Raja  refufed  to 
do,  the  Dutch  did  themfelves:  they  befieged  the 
town  in  1693,  and  were  obliged  to  reftore  it  at  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  a  much  better  condition  than 
they  found  it. 

Martin  was  again  appointed  diredlor,  and  manag- 
ed the  affairs  of  the  Company  with  that  wifdom, 
Ikill,  and  integrity,  which  was  expeded  from  him, 
That  able  and  virtuous  merchant  invited  many  new 
fettlers  to  Pondicherry,  and  made  the  place  agree- 
able to  them,  by  the  good  order  he  maintained  there, 
and  by  his  moderation  and  juftice.  He  acquired  the 
favour  of  the  neighbouring  princes,  whofe  friendfhip 
was  of  confequence  to  a  weak  and  infant  fettlement. 
He  chofe  or  formed  proper  perfons,  whom  he  fent  to 
the  n^arkets  of  Afia,  and  to  the  feveral  princes  of  that 
empire.  He  had  perfuaded  the  French,  that  as  they 
were  come  laft  to  India,  that  as  they  found  them- 
felves there  in  a  weak  condition,  and  could  not  ex- 
ped  any  afliftance  from  their  own  country,  they  had 
no  other  way  of  fucceeding,  but  by  infpiring  thQ 
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natives  with  a  favourabk  opinion  of  their  charader.  b  q  q  k 
JFie  induced  them  to  lay  afide  that  levity,  and  thofe  ,  ^' 
contemptuous  airs,  which  fo  often  make  their  nation 
infufferable  to  ftrangers.  They  grew  piodeft,  gentle, 
and  attentive  to  bufinefs ;  they  learned  the  art  of 
behaving  fuitably  to  the  genius  of  the  feveral  nations, 
and  to  particular  circumftances.  Thofe  who  did  not 
confine  themfelves  to  the  Company's  fervice,  frequent- 
ing different  courts,  became  acquainted  with  the  places 
where  the  fineft  ftuffs  were  manufadured,  the  ftaples 
where  the  choiceft  commodities  were  to  be  met  with, 
and  in  fliort,  with  all  the  particulars  relative  to  the 
inland  trade  of  every  country. 

All  that  Martin  had  it  in  his  power  to  accomrplilh, 
was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  future  fuccefs  to  the  Com- 
pany, by  the  good  opinion  he  gave  of  the  French,  by 
the  pains  he  took  to  train  up  agents,  by  the  infor- 
mations he  gained,  and  by  the  good  order  he  main- 
tained in  Pondicherry,  which  daily  acquired  new  in- 
habitants ;  but  all  this  was  not  fufBcient  to  rcftorc 
the  declining  ftate  of  the  Company,  fubjeft  from  its 
infancy  to  fuch  difordeps  as  muft  at  lengtli  certainly 
deftroy  it. 

His  firft  plan  was  to  eftablifh  a  great  empire  at  ?^*^^1^ 
Madagafcar/    A  fingle  voyage  carried  over  fixteen  cwnMny, 
ibundrqd  and  eighty-eight  perfons,  who  were  made  to  ^^^ ~^  ^^ 
expert  a  delightful  climate  and  a  rapid  fortune,  and 
found  nothing  but  famine,  difcord  and  death. 

So  ynfortunate  a  beginning  difcouraged  the  ad- 
venturers from  an  undertaking,  which  they  had  en- 
tered upon  merely  with  a  view  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  others,  or  in  compliance  with  folicitations. 
The  owners  of  fliares  had  not  made  good  their  pay- 
ment$  with  fo  much  punduality  as  is  required  in 
commercial  affairs.  The  government,  which  had 
engaged  to  advance,  without  intereft,  a  fifth  part  of 
the  fums  the  Company  were  to  receive,  and  which 
as  yet  was  only  bound  to  furnifh  two  millions 
[83,3331.  6s.  8d.],  again  drew  the  fame  fum  out  of 
the  public  treafury,  in  hopes  of  fupporting  the  work 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


00  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

B  o  o  K  it  had  begun.  Some  time  after,  its  generofity  was 
^'  carried  ftill  further,  in  making  a  free  gift  of  what  at 
firft  was  only  lent. 

This  encouragement  from  the  miniftry  could  not, 
however,  enable  the  Company  to  proceed  in  their 
deiigns.  They  were  forced  to  confine  them  to  Su- 
rat  and  Pondicherry  ;  and  to  abandon  their  fettle- 
ments  at  Bantam,  Rajapore,  Tilferi,  Mazulipatam, 
Gombroon,  and  Siam.  No  doubt  they  had  too  many 
fedlories,  and  fome  were  ill  fituated ;  but  the  ina- 
bility they  were  under  of  fupporting  them,  was  the 
only  reafoti  that  they  were  abandoned. 

Soon  after  this,  it  became  necefTary  to  make  fur- 
ther advances.  In  1682,  they  gave  permifiion  indif- 
criminately  to  French  fubjeds  and  foreigners  to  trade 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  for  five  years,  on  the  Company's 
ihips  paying  th?  freight  that  fliould  be  agreed  upon  ; 
and  on  condition  that  the  goods  brought  home  ihould 
be  depofited  in  the  Company's  warehoufes,  fold  at 
the  fame  time  with  theirs,  and  be  fubje<9:  to  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  The  public  fo  eagerly  came  into 
this  propofal,  that  the  diredors  entertained  great 
hopes  from  the  increafe  of  thefe  fmall  profits,  which 
would  be  conftant  without  any  rifque.  But  the  proprie- 
tors, lefs  fenfible  of  thefe  moderate  advantages,  than 
jealous  of  the  great  profits  made  by  the  free  traders, 
in  two  years  time  obtained  a  repeal  of  this  regulation, 
and  their  charter  remained  in  full  force. 

To  fupport  this  monopoly  with  fome  decency,  a 
fund  was  wanting.  In  1684,  ^^^  Company  obtained 
from  government  a  call  upon  all  the  proprietors, 
amounting  to  a  fourth  part  of  their  property ;  and 
in  cafe  any  of  them  failed  to  pay  the  fum  required, 
their  whole  Ihare  was  to  be  made  over  to  thofe  who 
ihould  pay  it  for  them,  after  having  reimburfed  them 
a  fourth  of  their  capital.  Whether  from  perverfenefs, 
from  particular  motives,  or  from  inability,  many  did 
not  pay,  fo  that  their  ihares  loft  three  fourths  of 
their  original  value ;  and,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  na- 
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tion,  there  were  men  barbarous  and  unjuft  enough  b 
to  enrich  themfelves  with  their  fpoils. 

An  expedient  fo  diihonourable  enabled  them  to 
fit  out  a  few  fhips  for  'Afia  j  but  new  wants  were  foon 
felt.  Their  cruel  fituation,  which  continually  grew 
worfe,  put  them  upon  demanding  of  the  proprietors^ 
in  1697,  the  reftitution  of  the  dividends  of  ten  and 
twenty  per  cent,  which  they  had  received  in  1687 
and  1691.  So  extraordinary  a  propofal  raifed  a  gene- 
ral clamour.  The  Company  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ufual  method  of  borrowing.  Thefe 
loans  became  more  burdenfome,  the  more  they  were 
multiplied,  as  the  fecurity  was  more  precarious. 

As  the  Company  was  in  want  both  of  money  and 
credit,  the  emptinefs  of  their  coffers  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  afford  thofe  advantages,  and  that  en- 
couragement to  the  merchant  in  India,  without  which 
he  will  neither  work  nor  fet  others  to  work.  This 
inability  reduced  the  French  fales  to  nothing.  It  is 
demonftrable,  that  from  1664  ^^  ^684,  that  is,  in  tho 
fpace  of  twenty  years,  the  fum  total  of  their  pro-* 
duce  did  not  exceed  nine  millions  one  hundred  thou^ 
fand  livres  [379,1661.  13s.  4d.]  * 

'  Td  thefe  bad  been  added  other  abuies.  The  con- 
dud  of  the  adminiflrators  and  agents  for  the  Company 
had  hot*  been  properly  direftcd^  or  carefully  looked 
into.  The  capital  had  been  broken  into,  and  dividends 
paid  out  of  the  (lock,  which  ought  only  to  have  arifen 
from  the  profits.  The  leaft  brilliant  and  lead-  prof- 
perous  of  all  reigns,  had  exhibited  a  model  for  a 
commercial  company.  The  trade  to  China,  the  eafieft, 
the  fafeft,  and  the  moft  advantageous  that  is  carried 
on  with  Afia,  had  been  given  up  to  a  particular  body 
of  merchants.  ' 

The  bloody  war  of  1689,  added  to  the  calamities 
of  the  India  Company,  even  by  the  very  fuccefles  of 
France.  Swarms  of  privateers,  fitted  out  from  the 
feveral  harbours  in  the  kingdom,  annoyed,  by  their 
vigilance  and  bravery,  the  trade  of  Holland  and  Eng- 
land.     In  their  numberlefs  prizes  were  found  ,a  pro 
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BOOK  digious  quantity  of  India  goods,  which  were  retailed 
■  'y*  *  at  a  low  price.  The  Company,  who  by  this  compe 
tition  were  forced  to  fell  under  prime  coft,  endeavour- 
ed to  find  out  fome  expedient  to  fave  themfelves  from 
this  danger,  but  could  think  of  none  that  was  recon- 
cileable  with  the  intereft  of  the  privateers ;  nor  did 
the  minifter  think  proper  to  facrifice  an  ufeful  fet  of 
men,  to  a  body  which  had  fo  long  wearied  him  witM 
their  neceilities  and  complaints. 

fiefide  thefe,  the  Company  had  many  more  caufes 
of  difcontent.  The  financiers  had  fliown  an  open 
hatred  for  them,  and  were  continually  oppofing  or 
confining  them.  Supported  by  thofe  vile  aflbciates 
which  they  always  have  at  court,  they  endeavoured 
to  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  trade,  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  encouraging  the  home  manufadures.  The 
government  was  at  fiiift  afraid  of  being  expofed  to  re- 
proach, by  departing  from  the  principles  of  Colbert, 
and  repealing  the  mod  folemn  edids : '  but  the  farmers 
of  the  revenue  found  means  to  render  thofe  privileges' 
ufelefs,  which  the  miniftry  would  not  abolifh,  and  the! 
Company  no  longer  enjoyed,  without  being  abfolutely 
deprived  of  them. 

Heavy  duties  were  fucceffively  laid  upon  all  Ii^dia 
goods.  Half  a  year  feldom  pafled  without  fome  new 
regulation,  fometimes  to  allow,  fometimes  to  prohibit, 
the  ufe  of  thefe  commodities :  there  was  a  continued 
fcene  of  contradidions  in  a  part  of  admihiftration, 
that  would  have  required  fteady  and  invariable  prin- 
ciples. All  thefe  variations  gave  the  Europeans  reafon 
to  think,  that  trade  would  with  difficulty  be  eftablifhed 
in  a  kingdom  where  all  depends  upon  the  caprices  of 
a  minifter,  or  the  intereft  of  thofe  who  govern. 

The  condud  of  an  ignorant  and  corrupt  admini- 
ftration,  the  levity  and  impatience  of  the  proprietors, 
the  interefted  views  of  the  comptrollers  of  finance, 
the  oppreffive  fpirit  of  the  treafury,  joined  to  other 
caufes,  had  prepared  the  ruin  of  the  Company.  The 
miferies  of  the  war,  carried  on  for  the  Spanilh  fuc- 
ceffion,  haftened  their  deftru6lion. 
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£very  refource  v?as  exhauftcd.  The  moft  fanguine  S  o  o  K 
faw  no  profpcd  of  their  being  able  to  fend  out  a  fleet. ,  ^^'  , 
Befides,  if,  by  unexpeded  good  fortune,  fome  few  weak  ' 
veflels  Ihould  be  fitted  out,  it  was  to  be  feared  they 
might  be  feized  in  Europe,  or  in  India,  by  difappointed 
creditors,  who  muft  neceflarily  be  exafperated.  Thefe 
powerful  motives  determined  the  Company,  in  1707, 
to  cohfent  that  fome  rich  merchants  fhould  fend  their 
own  Ihips  to  India,  upon  condition  that  they  Ihould 
allow  the  Company  fifteen  per  cent,  profit  upon  the 
goods  they  Ihould  bring  home,  and  the  right  of  taking 
fuch  ihare  in  thofe  Ihips  as  their  circumftances  fhould 
admit  of.  Soon  after  this,  they  were  even  reduced 
to  makeover  the  whole  and  exclufive  exercife  of  their 
privilege  to  fome  privateers  of  St.  Malo,  ftill  referv- 
ing  the  fame  conceflion,  which  for  fome  years  paft 
had  in  a  certain  degree  kept  them  from  ruin. 

Notwithftanding  this  defperate  fituation,  in  1714 
they  folicited  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  which  was 
nearly  expired,  and  which  they  had  enjoyed  for  half 
a  century.  Although  they  had  none  of  their  capital 
left,  and  that  their  debts  amounted  to  ten  millions 
[4x6,6661.  13s.  4d.],  yet,  the  miniftry,  who  did  not 
know,  or  would  not  perceive,  that  meafures  more 
prudential  might  be  adopted,  granted  them  an  in- 
dulgence for  ten  years  longer.  This  new  regulation 
was  thwarted  by  the  moft  incredible  revolution  that 
the  finances  of  the  kingdom  ever  experienced  ;  the 
caufe  and  effeds  of  which  will  be  more  readily  com- 
prehended by  thofe  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  fol- 
low us  in  our  review  of  the  moft  diftant  periods  of  the 
monarchy. 

We  are  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  manner  in  rctoIo- 
which  the  primitive  Gauls  fupplied  the  feveral  wants  ^^J^ 
of  the  confederate  bodies   of  which  they  were  mem-  pened  in 
bers.     Their  dependents,  under  the  dominion  of  the  ^^^^ 
Romans,  paid  no  other  tax  than  the  fifth  of  the  fruit  fincc  the 
of  their  trees,  and  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  their  umcl^f  the 
harvefts,  in  kind.  monarchy. 

This  impoft  was  aboliftied  at  the  invafion  of  the 
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K  Franks,  who  did  not  fubftitute  any  other  in  lieil  of* 
it.  The  fovereign,  for  his  private  expences,  as  well 
as  For  the  exigences  of  the  ftate,  had  no  other  reve- 
nue than  that  which  he  acquired  from  his  lands,  which 
were  extenfiye  and  numerous.  They  were  covered 
with  woods,  ponds,  breeds  of  horfes,  cattle,  and  flavesj 
under  the  condud  of  an  aftive  diredor,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  was  to  maintain  order^  to  encourage  induftry^ 
and  to  enfure  plenty.  The  court  went  to  live  fuc- 
ceffively  upon  thefe  domains,  which  were  entirely 
laid  out  in  ufeful  productions  ;  and  what  they  did  not 
confume  was  fold  for  other  purpofes.  The  carriages 
wanted  for  the  journeys  of  the  prince,  were  fumiihed 
by  the  people,  and  the  nobles  fupplied  their  fpvereign 
with  a  refidence  and  provifions.  It  was  cuftomary  to 
make  him  a  prefent  of  greater  or  lefs  value  at  his  de- 
parture ;  and  this  teftimony  of  regard  was  afterwards 
^hanged  into  an  impoft,  under  the  title  oi  droit  de  gt- 
te  *,  when  the  heads  of  the  ftate  were  difgufted  of  this 
pandering  life.  With  thefe  few  refovurces,  and  fome 
Other  fuccours,  always  of  a  trifling  nature,  which 
were  granted  (though  very  feldom)  in  the  martial  af- 
femblies  ,of  the  nation,  the  fovereign  contrived  ftill 
to  buiUi  magnificent  churches,  to  found  rich  bifhop- 
rics,  to  repel  formidable  enemies,  and  to  make  im- 
portant conquefts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  Charles 
Martel,  the  Mayor  of  the  palace,  thought  thefe  funds 
infuflicient  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  violently 
attacked  by  the  Saracens,  who  were  formidable  from 
their  numbers,  their  bravery,  and  their  vidories.  It 
was  the  idea  of  this  famous  depofitary  of  the  royal 
authority,  that  a  war  againft  the  infidels  was  to  be 
maintained  by  holy  property  ;  and  without  any  of 
thofe  precautions  which  it  has  fince  been  neceflTary 
to  have  recourfe  to,  and  which  have  even  been  fre* 
quently  employed  without  eiffeft,  he  feized  upon  the 
riches  of  the  church,  which  were  immenfe.  If  the 
clergy  flattered  themfelves  that  peace  would  reinftate 
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ihem  in  their  pofleffions,  they  were  difappoihted  in  b  o  o  & 
their  expeftations.    The  fovereigns  remained  mailers'.    '^'    ^ 
of  the  richeft  bilhoprics,  the  nobles  of  the  bed  ab-      ' 
beys,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  moft  confiderable 
benefices.    They  became  fo  many  fiefs,  the  poflef- 
fors,  or  rather  perhaps  the  ufurpers  of  which,  were 
conftrained  tp  a  mihtary  fervice  proportioned  to  the 
valu^  of  their  pofleflSions.     At  firft  they  were  holden 
only  for  life ;  but  they  afterwards  became  hereditary^ 
upon  the  decline  of  Charlemagne's  family.    They 
were  then  introduced  in  the  courfe-o£~circulation,  as 
all  other  properties  are.    They  were  given  away,  foldj 
or  diftributed*     A  living  was  frequently  the  dowry 
of  a  young  perfon  who  ufed  to  farm  the  tenths,  and 
the  cafual  profit^  of  iti 

The  firft  kings  of  the  third  race  fuffered  themfelves 
to  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  a  duty  of  religion,  as 
well  as  a  point  of  juftice,  to  reftore  to  the  fariftuary 
What  had  been  purloined  from  it.  The  facrifice  was 
fo  much  the  greater,  as  thefe  princes  could  not  ex- 
pert any  afliftance  from  a  nation  that  Was  parcelled 
.  out,  and  which  held  no  more  ailemblies ;  and  as  they 
had  nothing  remaining  of  their  ancient  domain,  ex- 
cept what  was  fituated  in  the  circuit  of  the  confined 
territory  that  had  been  left  immediately  at  their  own 
difpofal,  when  the  government  became  entirely  feu* 
dal.  The  Jews  were  moft  commonly  the  perfons, 
who  ufed  to  fupply  the  deficiency  which  thefe  revo- 
lutions had  occafioned  in  the  royal  coffers. 

Thirty-feven  years  after  the  death  of  the  Meffiah. 
Titus  attacked  and  took  Jcrufalem.  Thoufands  of 
Jews  periflied  in  the  fiege ;  a  great  number  were  re- 
duced to flavery,  and  the  reft  of  the  nation  wasdif- 
perfcd.  Some  of  them  paflTed  over  into  Gaul,  where 
they  experienced  different  treatment,  according  to 
time?  and  circumftances. 

Sometimes  the  Jews  purchafed  the  right  of  form- 
ing a  diftin<ft  and  feparate  people  in  the  ftate.    They 
had  then  their  own  tribunals,  a  feal  that  was  pecu- 
liar to  them,  burying  places  without  the  gat6s  of  the 
Vol  IL  E 
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K  cities,  fynagogucs  in  which  they  were  allowed  to  pra/ 
only  in  a  low  voice,  and  a  mark  upon  their  clothes, 
which  rendered  it  impoffible  not  to  know*  them. 

If  the  intention  fometimes  prevailed  of  forcing 
them  to  turn  Chriftians,  they  were  more  frequently 
prohibited  from  it.  A  Jew  who  changed  his  reli- 
gion, was  fubjeft  to  a  penalty,  and  his  eftates  were 
confifcated.  He  was  thus  deprived  of  every  thing, 
becaufe  there  was  no  longer  any  pretence  for  load- 
ing him  with  taxes. 

Mod  commonly,  the  nation  was  left  a  prey  to  the 
nfurious  dealings  of  thefe  iniquitous  men  :  but  on 
fome  occafions  it  was  forbidden  to  hold  any  inter- 
courfe  with  them.  It  was  prohibited  by  law  to  hire 
any  Jews  for  fervants,  to  hold  any  leafe  of  them,  to 
put  any  trull  in  their  phyficians,  to  fuckle,  or  even  to 
rear  their  children. 

They  wore  often  accufed  of  having  poifoned  the 
wells,  of  having  malTacred  the  children,  and  of  hav- 
ing crucified  a  man  on  the  memorable  day  of  Good- 
Friday.  It  was  by  gold  alone  that  they  were  able  to 
clear  themfelves  of  all  thefe  atrocious  imputations, 
equally  devoid  of  truth  and  probability. 

The  fpirit  of  tyranny  often  loaded  them  with 
chains.  Their  perfons,  their  eftates,  and  their  goods, 
all  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the  place  where  they^ 
dwelt.  He  might  purfue  them  if  they  changed  their 
refidence,  and  the  fovereign  himfelf  had  no  right  to 
detain  them  whenever  they  were  claimed.  Thefe 
kinds  of  flaves  were  confidered  as  an  article  of  trade ; 
they  were  fold,  either  feparately,  or  with  the  land, 
at  a  greater  or  lefs  price,  according  to  their  refpec- 
tive  talents  and  induftry. 

In  fome  inftances  they  were  compelled  to  purchafe 
their  freedom.  Thefe  low-minded  men  would  have 
preferred  a  ftate  of  flavery  which  did  not  prevent 
them  from  acquiring  riches,  to  an  independence  by 
which  they  were  to  be  deprived  of  them  ;  but  the 
liberty  of  choice  was  not  allowed  to  them.  They 
were  forced  to  fubmit,  either  to  expire  in  torments. 
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br  to  drag  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  the  treafuresB 
they  had  concealed  there. 

When  thefe  infatiable  leeches  had  devoured  the 
fubftance  of  the  whole  ftate,  they  were  made  to  dif- 
gorge  their  plunder,  and, then  exiled.  In  order  to 
get  leave  to  renew  their  depredations,  they  facrificed 
part  of  the  treafure  they  had  faved  from  the  general 
wreck,  and  made  ufe  of  the  reft  in  regaining  ftill 
more  than  had  been  taken  from  them. 

Though  the  barons  had  more  or  lefs  a  fhare  in  the 
vexations  with  which  the  Jews  were  opprefled,  yet 
the  foVereigns,  upon  whom  this  perverfe  race  more 
particularly  depended,  always  derived  the  principal . 
advantages  from  them.  It  was  by  means  of  this  fatal 
and  odious  refource  that  they  fupported  for  fome  time 
a  feebje  and  contefted  authority.  In  after-timeSj 
the  debafing  of  the  coin  furniflied  them  with  frefh 
affiftance. 

The  ancient  governments  were  very  far  from  mak- 
ing any  advantage  of  their  coin.  The  coinage  was  al- 
ways carried  on  at  the  expence  of  the  ftate  ;  and  it  is  a 
matterof  uncertainty  which  were  the  people  who  firft 
laid  a  tax  upon  this  univerfal  object  of  exchange.  If 
this  fatal  example  was  given  by  France, "the  kings  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  race  muft  have  derived  little  ad- 
vantage from  this  pernicious  innovation ;  becaufe  the 
payments  were  made,  as  among  the  Romans,  with 
metals  given  by  the  weight;  and  becaufe  the  ufe, of 
fpecie  was  adopted  only  in  the  details  of  commerce. 
This  cuftom  became  afterwards  confiderably  lefs  pre- 
valent }  and  the  fovereigns  were  ftill  more  inclined 
to  increafe  a  tax,  which  was  every  day  becoming 
more  advantageous  to  them;  In  a  little  time  they  went 
much  further,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  commit  the 
moft  flagrant  ad:  of  diftionefty,  in  altering  the  value 
of  the  coin,  at  pleafure,  or  according  to  their  necef- 
fities.  The  fpecie  was  continually  undergoing  a 
frefti  melting,  and  was  always  mixed  with  very  bafe 
alloy.         '         ' 

It  was  with  thefe  odious  fuccours ;  with  the  reve- 
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BOOK  nu€  of  a  territory  exttemely  limited;  with  fome  fieft, 
.  ^^'  .  which  either  became  vacant  or  were  confifcated  ; 
with  fome  voluntary  offerings,  which  were  therefore 
ftyled  gifts  of  benevolence  ;  with  fome  taxes  exaded 
from  the  barons,  but  which  were  rather  tokens  of 
fubmiiEon  than  real  imports ;  it  wai,  in  a  word,  by 
thefe  means,  that  the  crown  was  fupported,  and  that 
its  power  even  continued  increafing,  during  all  the 
time  that  it  had  no  other  enemies  to  contend  with, 
except  vaflals  more  feeble  than  itfelf.  Wars  at  that 
•  period  lafted  no  longer  than  a  few  weeks ;  the  armies 
were  not  numerous ;  the  military  fervice  was  per- 
formed without  reward;  and  the  expences  of  the 
court  were  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  till  the  fatal  reign 
of  Charles  VI.  they  never  exceeded  94,000  livres 
[3916 1.  138,  4d.]. 

But  no  fooner  had  the  epidemic  rage  of  the  cm- 
fades  drawn  the  French  faraway  from  their  frontiers; 
no  fooner  had  foreign  enemies  made  powerful  inroads 
into  France,  than  it  became  necejQTary  to  eftablilh  re- 
gular and  confiderable  funds*  The  fovereigns  would 
have  been  very  defirous  of  taking  upon  themfelves 
the  regulation  of  thefe  contributions ;  and  attempt- 
ed  it  more  than  once.  They  were  forewarned  of 
thefe  ufurpations  by  the  reaK)n(lrances  of  enlighten- 
ed perfons,  and  compelled  to  give  them  up  by  the 
revolt  of  the  people.  They  were  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge that  this  authority  belonged  to  the  nation  af- 
feihbled,  and  to  that  alone.  They  even  made  oath 
at  their  coronation,  that  this  facred  and  unalienable 
right  ihould  be  for  ever  refpeded ;  and  this  oath  was 
a  reftraint  upon  them  for  feveral  centuries. 

During  all  the  time  that  the  crown  had  no  other 
revenue  than  the  produce  of  its  domains,  the  coUed- 
ing  of  the  public  treafury  had  been  allotted  to  the 
fenefchals  and  bailiffs,  each  in  their  refpedlive  depart- 
meijts  ;  fo  that  power,  the  adminiftrarion  of  juftice, 
and  the  diftriburion  of  finance,  were  all  imited  un- 
der one  common  head.  When  taxes  were  general 
throughout  the  kingdom,  it  became  neceflary  to  fettle 
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a  new  arrangement  of  matters.    Whether  thefe  taxes  book 
bore  upon  the  perfon,  or  upon  the  houfes  of  the  citi-      ^^• 
zens  ;  whether  individuals  were  required  to  give  up ' 
the  fifth  or  the  tenth  of  their  harvefts,  and  the  fiftieth 
or  the  hundredth  parts  of  their  cffeds,  moveable  or 
hninovcable  ;  or  whether  other  calculations,  more  or 
lefs  fortunate,  were  mdde ;  ftill  there  was  a  neceffity 
to  have  a  multiplicity  of  agents  to  colle<9:  thefe  dif- 
ferent tributes;  and,  unfortunately  for  the  ftate,  thefe 
agents  were  fought  for  in  Italy,  where  the  art  of 
fqueezing  the  people  had  already  made  an  immenfe 
progrefs. 

Thefe  financiers,  who  were  known  by  the  name  of 
Loml^ards,  gave  early  proofs  of  a  genius  fertile  in 
fraudulent  contrivances.  Numberlefs  and  fruitlefs 
attempts  were  made,  at  different  times,  to  put  a  ftop 
to  their  infatiable  cupidity.  No  fooner  was  one  abufe 
filpprcfled,  than  it  was  fucceeded  by  another  of  a 
different  kind.  If  thefe  infamous  plunderers  were 
fometimes  profecuted  with  rigour  by  the  hand  of 
authority,  they  fouind  an  effedual  fupport  from  fome 
powerful  perfons,  whofe  protedion  and  influence  they 
had  pur^hafed.  At  length,  however,  their  enormi- 
ties  were  carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  no  protedlion 
could  fave  them.  The  advances  which  thefe  perni- 
cious ftrangers  had  made  to  government  and  to  in- 
dividuals, were  confifcated ;  they  were  deprived  of 
the  immenfe  treafures  they  had  heaped  up,  and  were 
banifhed  from  the  kingdom,  into  which  they  ought 
never  to  have  been  admitted.  After  their  expulfion, 
the  general  affembly  of  the  ftates,  which  regulated 
the  fubfidies,  took  upon  themfelves  to  colled  them ; 
and  this  arrangement  continued  till  the  time  of  Charles 
VII.  who  firft  ventured  to  fettle  a  tax  without  the 
confent  of  the  nation,  and  who  appropriated  to  him- 
felf  the  right  of  having  all  the  imports  coUeded  by 
his  own  delegates. 

Under  the  reign  of  Lewis  XII.  the  public  revenue, 
which  had  gradually  increafed,  amounted  to  feven  mil- 
lions fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  livres  [318,7501.]. 
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BOO  KThe  marc  of  filver  was  then  valued   at  eleven  livre^ 
,       '     .  [9s.  2d.],  and  the  marc  of  gold  at  one  hundred   and 
thirty  [5I.  8s.  4d.].     This  fum  anfwered  to  thirty-fix 
millions  of  our  livres  [1^500,0001.]  at  this  day. 

At  the  death  of  Francis  I.  the  treafury  received 
fifteen  millions  feven  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
livres  [655,4161.  13s.  4d.];  the  marc  of  filver  being 
then  valued  at  fifteen  livres  [128,  6d.],  and  the  marc 
of  gold  at  one  hundred  and  fixty-fivp  [61.  17s.  6d.] ; 
this  anfwered  to  fifty-fix  milhons  of  our  Uvres 
[^»333»333l*  6s.  8d.].  From  this  fum,  fixty  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  fixteen  livres,  three  fols,  four 
deniers  [251 7I.  6s.  8|-d.],  were  to  be  dedudled  for 
the  perpetual  annuities  created  by  that  prince,  and 
which,  at  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  anfwered  to  a 
capital  of  feven  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
livres  [30,2081.  6s.  8d.].  This  was  an  innovation  j 
not  but  that  fome  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  fatal  refource  of  loans ;  but  this 
had  been  always  upon  the  fecurity  of  their  agents, 
and  the  ftate  had  never  been  concerned  in  them. 

A  feries  of  civil  wars, .  of  ads  of  fanaticifm,  of 
depredations,  of  crimes,  and  of  anarchy, ^during  a 
fpace  of  forty  years,  plunged  the  finances  of  the 
kingdom  into  a  ftate  of  diforder,  from  which  none 
but  a  Siilly  could  have  recovered  them.  This  eco- 
nomical, enlightened,  virtuous,  indefatigable,  and  bold 
minifter,  reduced  to  the  amount  of  feven  millions 
[291,6661.  13s.  4d.]  of  annuities,  leflened  the  taxes 
by  three  millions  [125,0001.]  and  left  the  ftate  twen* 
ty-fix  millions  [1^83,3331.  6s.  8d.],  with  the  burden 
only  of  fix  millions  twenty- five  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  livres,  two  fols,  fix  deniers  [about 
251,0691.  8s.  5d.]  in  annuities  ;  confequently,  when 
all  charges  were  dedudled,  twenty  millions  of  hvres 
[833,3331.  6s.  8d.]  entered  the  royal  treafury ;  fif- 
teen millions  five  hundred  thoufand  [645,8331. 6s.  8d.] 
were  fufficient  for  the  public  expences,  and  the  fav- 
ings  amounted  to  four  millions  five  hundred  thoufand 
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livres   [187,500!.].     The    value  of  filver  was  theiiBoo 
twenty- two  livres  [i8s.  4d.]  the  marc.  ^^• 

The  <:ompelled  retreat  of  this  great  man,  after  the  ^^^^^ 
tragical  end  of  the  beft  of  kings,  was  a  calamity  which 
we  ftill  have  caufe  to  regret.  The  court  immediately 
indulged  itfelf  in  profufions  which  were  unparalleled 
in  the  monarchy ;  and  the  minifters  aftervyards  formed 
enterprifes,  to  which  the  powers  of  the  nation  were 
not  adequate.  The  treafury  was  again  exhaufted  by 
this  double  principle  of  unavoidable  confufion.  In 
J  661,  the  taxes  amounted  to  eighty-four  millions  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand  and  ninety-fix 
livres  [3,509,2541.]  :  but  the  debts  abforbed  fifty-two 
millions  three  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feventy-two  livres  [2,182,382!.  3s.  4d.]. 
There  remained,*  therefore,  for  the  public  expences, 
no  more  than  thirty-one  millions  eight  hundred  and 
forty-four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four 
livres  [1,326,871!.  16s.  8d.],  a  fum  evidently  infuffi- 
cient  for  the  exigences  of  the  ftate.  Such  was  the 
fituation  of  the  finances,  when  the  adminiftration  of 
them  was  intrufted  to  Colbert. 

This  minifter,  whofe  name  is  become  fo  celebrat- 
ed among  all  nations,  raifed,  in  1683,  which  was  the 
laft  year  of  his  life,  the  revenues  of  the  monarch 
whom  he  ferved,  to  one  hundred  and  fixteen  millions 
eight  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix  Uvres  [4,869,728!.  3s.  4d.].  The 
fum  charged  upon  it  did  not  exceed  twenty-three 
millions  tnree  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  feventy-four  livres  [973,969!.  15s.]  ; 
fo  that  the  fum  of  ninety-three  millions  four  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two 
livres  [3,895,758!.  8s.  4d.],  was  confequently  poured 
into  the  king's  cotFers.  Tlie  value  of  filver  was  then 
twenty-eight  livres,  ten  fols,  ten  deniers  [il.  3s.  9-^d,] 
the  marc.  We  have  only  to  regret,  that  the  fatal 
propenfity  of  Lewis  XIV.  for  war,  and  his  inordi- 
nate turn  for  every  kind  of  expence  that  was  attended  . 
with  parade  and  magnificence,  Ihould  have  deprived 
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?  o  o  K  the  kindom  of  France  of  feme  of  the  advantftget 
^  flie  might  have  flattered  herfelf  with  from  fo  able  aq 
adminiftrator. 

Afte^  the  death  of  Colbert,  the  affairs  were  plimg- 
ed  again  into  that  chaos,  from  which  his  induflry  and 
talents  had  made  them  emerg*.  Though  France 
appeared  with  fome  degree  of  outward  fplendour, 
yet  her  internal  decay  was  daily  increafing.  Her  fi- 
nances, adminiftercd  without  order  or  principle,  fell 
a  prey  to  a  multitude  of  contradors ;  who  made 
themfelves  rieceffary  even  by  their  plunders,  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  impofe  terms  to  goyernment.  Con- 
fufion,  ufury,  continual  alterations  of  the  coin,  re- 
duftions  of  intereft,  alienations  of  the  domain  and 
pf  th^  taxes,  engagements  which  it  was  impoiBble 
to  fulfil,  creations  of  penfions  anci  places,  privileges 
and  exemptions  of  all  kinds  :  thefe,  and  a  variety  of 
other  evils,  each  more  ruinous  than  the  other,  were 
the  deplorable  and  unavoidable  confequence  of  an 
almofl:  uninterrupted  fucceflSon  of  vicious  .  admini- 
flrations. 

The  lofs  of  credit  foon  became  univerfal.  Bank- 
ruptcies were  more  frequent!  Money  grew  fcarce, 
and  trade  was  at  a  ftand.  The  confumption  was  lefs. 
The  culture  of  lands  was  neglefted.  Artifts  went 
over  to  foreign  countries.  The  common  people  had 
neither  food  nor  clothing.  The  nobility  ferved  in 
,  the  army  without  pay,  and  mortgaged  their  lands. 
All  orders  of  men  groaned  under  the  weight  of  taxes, 
and  were  in  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  The 
royal  effefts  had  loft  their  value.  The  contrafts 
upon  the  hotel  de  vUle  fold  but  for  half  their  worth, 
and  bills  of  an  inferior  kind  loft  infinitely  more. 
Lewis  XIV.  a  little  before  his  death,  was  in  great 
want  of  eight  millions  [333,3331.  6s.  8d.];  and 
was  forced  to  give  bonds  for  thirty-two  millions 
t^»333»333l'  ^s.  8d-],  which  was  borrowing  ^t  four 
hundred  per  cent. 

No  clamours  were  raifed  againftfo  enormous  an  ufury. 
The  revenue  of  the  ftate  amounted,  it  is  true,  to  onq 
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huhdredandfifteenmillions  three  hundred  eighty-nine  B  o  ok 
thoufand  and  feventy-fourlivres  [4,807,878 1.  is.  8d.] ; ,  '^' 
but  the  fums  charged  upon  it  took  away  eighty- two 
xii,illions  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fourlivres  [3»452,479l.  6s,  8d.]  ;  fothat 
there  remained,  for  the  expences  of  government,  no 
more  than  thirty-two  millions  five  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy  livres 
[1,355,3981. 155.];  at  thirty  livres,  ten  fols,  fix  deniers 
about  [il.  5s.  5d.]  the  marc.  All  thefe  funds  were, 
moreover,  anticipated  for  upwards  of  three  years. 

Such  was  the  confufion  in  the  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
when,  on  the  firft  of.  September  1715,  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  aflumed  the  reins  of  government.  The  true 
friends  of  this  great  prince  were  defirous  that  he 
fliould  call  together  a  general  aflembly  of  the  ftates. 
This  would  have  been  an  infallible  method  of  pre- 
ferving,  and  even  of  incrcafing,  the  public  favour, 
already  openly  declared  for  him.  Whatever  mea- 
fures  might  have  been  adopted  by  the  nation,  to 
free  itfelf  from  that  critical  fituation  into  which  it 
bad  been  precipitated  by  the  diffipations  of  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  no  blame  could  have  been  imputed  to 
him.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  ready  to  concur  in 
this  expedient.  Unfortunately,  the  perfidious  confi- 
dants, who  had  tifurped  too  much  power  over  his 
mind,  reprobated  a  fcheme  in  which  their  private 
intereft  could  not  ^'^d  its  advantage;  and  it  was 
given  up. 

At  that  time,  fome  great  men,  difgufted  of  the 
defpotifm  under  which  France  was  opprefled,  and 
feeing  no  probability  of  fliaking  off  the  yoke,  enter- 
tained  an  idea  of  a  complete  bankruptcy,  which 
they  thought  a  proper  method  of  modeifating  the 
excefs  of  abfolute  power.  The  manner  in  which 
they  conceived  that  it  Ihould  \>fi  brought  about,  was 
Angular. 

According  to  their  fyftem,  the  crown  is  neither 
hereditary  nor  cledive.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
truft  granted  by  the  whole  nation  to  one  particular 
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BOOK  houfe,  that  it  may  pafs  from  one  elder  male  to  the 
^^'  ^  next,  as  long  as  the  family  fliall  exifl.  Upon  this 
principle,  a  king  of  France  holds  nothing  from  the 
p^rfon  whom  he  fucceeds.  He  comes  to  the  throne 
in  his  turn,  in  virtue  of  the  right  which  his  birth 
gives  him,  and  not  as  the  reprefentative  of  his  father. 
He  cannot,  therefore,  be  bound  by  the  engagements  of 
his  predeceffors.  The'primordial  law  which  gives  him 
the  fceptre,  requires  that  the  fubftitution  Ihould  be 
iimple,  complete,  and  free  from  any  obhgation, 

Thefe  bold  men  were  defirous  that  thefe  maxims, 
which  appeared  to  them  incontrovertible,  as  well  as 
the  decifive  confequences  they  drew  from  them, 
ihould  be  confecrated  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  by  a 
moft  folemn  edid.  They  thought,  that  when  thefe 
truths  were  made  known,  they  would  prevent  fo- 
reigners and  natives  from  lending  their  capitals  to  a 
government  which  could  give  no  folid  fecurity  for 
the  debt.  Confequently,  the  court  would  from  that 
time  be  reduced  to  Uve  upon  its  own  income.  How- 
ever coniiderable  this  income  might  be,  the  ncceflary 
confequence  of  fuch  an  event  would  be,  that  fome 
limit  would  be  fet  to  the  caprices  of  the  fovereigqs; 
that  the  expenfivc  enterprifes  of  minifters  would  be- 
icome  of  lefs  continuance  and  frequency ;  and  that 
the  infatiable  cupidity  of  favourites  and  miftreffes 
mull  in  fome  meafure  be  re  drained. 

Sohie  politicians,  without  adopting  a^fyftem,  which 
appeared  to  them  calculated  to  lead  their  princes  to 
tyranny,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  crown  Ihould  be 
releafed  of  its  debts,  in  whatever  mode  they  mighf 
have  been  contradted.  They  could  not  bear  the  di- 
ftreffing  fight  of  an  amiable  people,  exafperated  by 
extortions  of  all  kinds,  which  they  had  been  expofV 
ed  to  during  a  courfe  of  forty  years  ;  a  peopje  who 
were  finking  imder  the  enormous  weight  of  their  pre- 
fent  mifery  ;  and  who  were  in  the  utmoft  defpair  at 
forefeeing  that  time,  that  great  refource  of  the  wretch- 
ed, would  bring  no  relief  to  their  diftreflTes,  but  would 
probably  aggravate  them.   The  creditors  of  the  ftate,^ 
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who  did  riot  conftimte  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  citi-  book 
zens,  who  were  mod  of  them  known  only  by  their .  '^'  ^ 
depredations,  and  the  moft  upright  of  whom  acquired 
from  the  public  treafury  the  affluence  they  enjoyed, 
appeared  objeds  lefs  interefting.  to  thefe  politicians. 
In  the  grievous  neceflity  of  facrificing  one  part  of  thq 
nation  to  the  other,  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  lender 
ers  Ihould  be  the  vidims. 

The  regent,  after  fome  deliberations,  refufed  to 
adopt  fo  violent  a  meafure,  which  he  thought  would 
inevitably  fix  an  indelible  ftain  upon  his  admini- 
ftration.  He  chofe. rather  to  inftitutg  a  ftrid  inquiry 
into  the  public  engagements,  than  to  fubmit  to  a 
difgraceful  bankruptcy,  the  publicity  of  which  he  . 
thought  might  be  avoided. 

An  office  for  the  revifion  of  accounts,  eftablifhed 
on  the  yth  of  December  171 5,^  reduced  fix  hundred 
millions  [25,000,000!.]  of  ftock  payable  to  bearer,  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  [10,416,6661. 13s.  4d.], 
in  government  bonds ;  and  yet  the  national  debt,  af- 
ter this  operation,  amounted  ftill  to  two  thoufand 
and  fixty-two  millions  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
thoufand  and  one  livres  [85,822,416!.  14s.  2d.]. 

This  enormous  debt  fuggeftcd  the  idea  of  appoint- 
ing, in  the  month  of  March  1716,  a  bed  of  juftice, 
to  call  thofe  to  account  who  had  been  the  authors  of 
the  public  calamities,  or  who  had  profited  by  them. 
This  inquiry  ferved  only  to  expofe  to  public  view 
the  incapacity  of  the  minifters  who  had  been  intruft- 
ed  with  the  management  of  the  finances,  the  craft 
of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  who  had  fwallowed 
them  up,  and  the  bafenefs  of  the  courtiers,  who  had 
fold  their  intereft  to  the  firft  bidder.  By  this  experi- 
ment, honeft  minds  were  confirmed  in  the  abhor* 
rence  they  always  had  entertained  for  fuch  a  tribu- 
nal. It  degrades  the  dignity  of  the  prince  who  fails 
to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  expofes  to  the  people, 
the  vices  of  a  corrupt  adminiftration.  It  is  injurious 
to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  who  is  accountable  for 
his  actions  to  none  but  the  1^^.    Jt  ftrikes  terror  in- 
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B  oo  Kto  the  rich,  who  are  marked  out  as  delinquents,  mere- 
>  '  .  ]j  becaufe  they  are  rich,  be  their  fortunes  well  or 
ill  gotten.  It  gives  encouragement  to  informers,  who 
point  out  as  fit  objeds  for  tyranny  fuch  as  it  may  be 
advantageous  to  ruin.  It  is  compofed  of  unmerciful 
leeches,  who  fee  guilt  wherever  they  fufpeft  there 
is  wealth.  It  fpares .  plunderers,  who  know  how  to 
fcreen  themfelves  by  a  feafonable  facrifice  of  part  of 
their  riches,  and  fpoils  honeft  men  who  think  them* 
felves  fecure  in  their  innocence.  It  facrifices  the  in* 
terefts  of  the  treafury  to  the  caprices  of  a  few  greedy, 
profligate,  and  extravagant  favourites. 

All  the  fprings  of  the  ftate  were  dellroyed,  before 
this  refource,  which  bore  evident  m^rks  of  the  paf- 
iions  and  prejudice,  had  been  experienced.     The  fi- 
tuation  of  the  body  politic  became  ftill  more  defpe- 
rate,  after  this  convulfive  effort.     The  nciembers  of 
the  ftate  loft  the  little  they  had  left  of  energy  and 
lift ;  fo  that  it  became  neceflary  to  re-animate  the 
corpfe.   This  refurreftion  was  not  an  impoffible  thir^, 
becaufe  there  was  a  general  difpofition  prevailing  to 
make  ufe  of  any  remedies  that  were  propofed  ;  the 
diflicuity  was  to  propofe  none  but  fuch  as  would  be 
pffedual :  The  celebrated  Law  made  the  attempt. 
j«cthod«        This   Scotchman  was  one  of  thofe  projedors,  or 
hfL^wtto  ft^t^  empirics,  who  are  conftantly  roaming  about  the 
recoTcr  the  courts  of  Europc,  difplaying  their  talents,  and  hur- 
fr^ncc*  ^  ried  on  by  a  reftlefs  difpofition.     He  was  a  deep  cal- 
ftr**o?^n.  ^^^^^^  i  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  time,  which  appears  rather 
ifiifi^ninto'inconfiftent,  endowed  with  a  moft  lively  and  ardent 
wcfaUcm  i^^gi^ation.     His  turn  of  mind  and  charafter  proved 
Part  taken  agreeable  to  the  regent,  over  whofe  underftanding  he 
p[^^^**^^  foon  gained  an  influence.     Law  engaged  himfelf  that 
cxecuUon   he  would  re-cftablifti  the  finances  of  the  kingdom, 
t^^^"  and  eafily  prevailed^  upon  that  prince,  who  was  a  man 
of  diffipation  and  genius,  to  countenance  a  plan  which 
promifed  him  wealth  and  reputation.     We  ftiall  now 
give  an  account  of  the  feries  and  refult  of  his  opera- 
tions. 

Firft,  he  was  allowed,  in  the  month  of  May  1716, 
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to  eftablifh  a  bank  at  Paris,  the  capital  of  which  was  b  o  o  i^ 
to  confift  of  fix  millions  of  livres  [250,0001.],  to  be ,  ^'    , 
formed  by  twelve  hxmdred  fhares,  of  three  thoufand 
Uvres  [125L]  each. 

This  bank  was  not  permitted  to  make  any  loan. 
It  was  prohibited  from  entering  into  aijy  kind  of 
trade,  and  its  engagements  were  to  be  at  fight.  Every 
native,  and  every  foreigner,  might  place  their  money 
in  it ;  and  it  engaged  to  make  all  the  payments,  for 
the  dedudion  of  five  fols  [2-jd.]  upon  every  three 
thoufand  livres  [125I.].  The  bills,  which  it  gave 
out  at  a  very  moderate  difcount,  were  paid  in  all  the 
provinces  by  the  directors  of  the  mint,  who  were  its 
agents,  and  who,  on  their  part,  drew  upon  its  treafUry. 
Its  paper  was  equally  received  in  all  the  principal 
places  in  Europe,  at  the  ordinary  courfe  of  exchange, 
at  the  time  it  became  due. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  new  eftablifliment  confounded 
the  opponents  of  its  founder,  and,  perhaps,  went  be- 
yond his  own  expedations.  Its  influence  was  felt 
even  from  the  firft.  A  rapid  circulation  of  money,  , 
which  had  fo  long  remained  inadlive,  from  the  gene- 
ral miftruft  that  prevailed,  foon  brought  every  thing 
into  motion  again.  Agriculture,  manufadures,  and 
the  arts,  were  revived.  All  articles  of  confumption 
refumed  their  former  courfe.  The  merchants,  find- 
ing their  bills  of  exchange  difcounted  at  five  per  cent, 
and  getting  fecurities  for  them  which  were  as  good 
as  fpecie,  renewed  their  fpeculations.  Ufury  was  put 
a  ftop  to,  becaufe  perfons  of  property  tb\md  them- 
felves  compelled  to  lend  their  money  at  the  fame  in- 
tereft  as  the  bank  did.  When  foreigners  were  able 
to  rely  upon  the  nature  of  the  payments  they  might 
have  to  make,  they  made  frelh  demands  for  produc- 
tions, from  the  purchafing  of  which  they  did  not  ab- 
ftain  without  regret.  To  the  great  aftonifhment  of 
all  nations,  the  exchange  rofe  to  the  advantage  of 
France. 

This  was  a  confiderable  ftep  ;  but  it  was  not  doing 
all  that  was  poffible  or  neceflary.     In  the  month  of 
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It  March  171 7,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  bills  of  thd 
bank  fhould  be  received  at  all  the  offices  in  payment 
of  the  taxes,  and  that  they  fhould  be  paid  at  fight, 
and  without  difcount,  by  thofe  who  were  intrufted 
with  the  management  of  the  public  money.  By  this 
important  regulation, .  the  produce  of  the  taxes  wai 
detained  in  the  provinces^  the  expence  attending  the 
carriage  of  money  was  ikved  both  to  the  fovereign 
and  to  the  public,  and  the  numerous  as  well  as  ufelefs 
circulations  it  under\yent,  through  the  hands  of  a 
multiplicity  of^agents,  were  avoided.  This  operation^ 
which  carried'  the  credit  of  the  bank  to  the  higheft 
pitch,  was  equally  ufeful  to.  the  government.  The 
impofts  were  now  colleAed,  not  only  without  thofe 
ads  of  violence,  which  for  fo  long  a  time  paft  had 
raifed  clamours  againft  the  adminiftration,  and  urged 
the  people  to  afts  of  defperation  ;  but  alfo  the  public 
revenues  were  continually  and  rapidly  increafed,  in  a 
manner  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  about  a  for-i 
tunate  change  in  the  fituation  of  government. 

The  unexpedled  appearance  of  fo  many  advan* 
tages,  made  Law  be  confidered  as  a  man  of  judgment^ 
of  extenfive  and  elevated  genius,  who  defpifed  riches, 
and  was  ambitious  of  fame,  and  who  wifhed  to  tranf- 
mit  his  name  to  pofterity  by  great  ads^  The  grati- 
tude of  the  people  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  was  thought 
worthy  of  the  moft  honourable  and  public  pionuments. 
This  bold  and  enterprifing  foreigner  availed  himfelf 
of  a  difpofition  fo  favourable  to  him,  in  haftening  the 
execution  of  a  projed  which  had  for  a  long  time  en- 
gaged his  attention. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  171 7,  he  obtained  permif- 
fion  to  eftablifh  the  Weftern  Company,  the  rights  of 
which  were  at  firft  confined  to  the  exclufive  trade  of 
Louifiana,  and  of  the  beavers  of  Canada.  The  pri- 
vileges formerly  granted  for  the  trade  to  Africa,  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  to  China,  were  foon  incorporated 
with  thofe  of  the  new  eftablifhment.  Thefe  com- 
panies, thus  united,  projeded  the  paying  off  of  the 
national  debt.     In  order  to  put  them  in  a  condition 
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to  accomplifh  fo  great  a  defign,  government  granted  book 
them  the  fale  of  tobacco,  the  coinage,  the  excife  ^    /^y 
duties^  and  the  farms  general. 

In  order  to  haften  the  revolution,  Law  obtained^ 
on  the  4th  of  December  171 8,  that  the  bank  whjch 
he  had  eftablilhed  two  years  before,  and  which,  while 
its  interefts  were  diftind  fron\  thofe  of  the  ftate,  had 
been  of  fo  great  utility,  fhould  be  erefted  irtto  a  royal 
bank.  Its  bills  paffed  as  current  coin  between  in- 
dividuals, and  they  were  taken  in  payment  at  all 
the  royal  treafuries. 

The  firfl:  operations  of  the  new  fyftem  gave  univer- 
fal  fatisfadion.  The  fhares  of  the  Company,  moft  of 
them  bought  with  government  bills,  and  which,  upon 
an  average,  did  not  really  coft  five  hundred  livres 
[20I.  i6s.  8d.],  rofe  to  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  livres 
[416I.  13s.  4d.],  payable  in  bank  bills.  Such  was 
the  general  infatuation,  that  not  only  natives,  but 
foreigners,  and  men  of  the  beft  underftanding,  fold 
their  ftock,  their  lands,  and  their  jewels,  in  order  to 
play  at  this  extraordinary  game.  Gold  and  filver 
were  in  W  kind  of  eftimation ;  nothing  but  paper 
currency  was  fought  after. 

It  was  not,  perhaps,  impoffible,  but  that  this  en- 
thufiafm  might  have  been  kept  up  for  a  fufficient 
length  of  tinve,  to  have  been  produftive  of  fome  ad- 
vantage, if  Law's  views  had  been  implicitly  followed. 
This  calculator,  notwithftanding  the  boldnefs  of  his 
principles,  was  defirous  of  limiting  the  number  of 
Ihares,  although  he  never  could  have  been  compelled 
to  reimburfe  them.  But  he  was  more  particularly 
determined  not  to  diftribute  bank  bills  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  ten  or  twelve  hundred  millions  of  livres 
[from  41,666,6661.  13s.  4d.  to  '50,000,0001.].  This 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  value  of  the  fpecie  circulating 
in  the  kingdom;  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  by 
thefe  operations,  he  (hould  colled  in  the  king's  cof-' 
fers  a  fufficient  quantity  of  it,  to  enable  him  to  pay 
off  any  perfons  who  might  be  defirous  of  changing 
their  paper  currency  into  money.     A  plan  ^hich  in 
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K  itfelf  was  fo  little  likely  to  fucceed,  was  ftill  furthet 
difconcerted  by  thje  condudl  of  the  regent. 

This  prince  had  received  from  nature  a  quick  and 
penetrating  fpirit,  atn  uncommon  ihare  of  memory, 
and  a  found  underftanding.  He  acquired  by  ftudy 
a  manly  degree  of  eloquence,  an  exquilite  difcernment, 
a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts,  and  a  proficiency  in  them^ 
In  war,  he  difplayed  much  valour ;  and  in  the  manage-^ 
mcnt  of  civil  affairs,  great  dexterity  and  franknefs. 
His  charadler,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  timesg 
contributed  to  place  him  in  fome  delicate  fituations, 
by  which  he  gained  a  complete  knowledge  of  man- 
kind, and  an  early  experienccr^  Th^  kind  of  difgrace 
in  which  he  had  lived  for  a  long  time,  had  given  him 
focial  manners,  fo  that  he  was  eafy  of  accefs ;  and  in 
any  intercourfe  with  him,  no  man  had  reafon  to  fear 
the  being  treated  with  ill  humour  or  with  haugbti* 
nefs.  His  converfation  was  infinuaUng,  and  his  man« 
ners  perfedly  graceful.  He  was  of  a  benevolent  dif* 
pofition,  or  at  lead  afiumed  the  appearance  of  it« 

Thefe  amiable  and  eftimable  qualities  did  not  pro* 
duce  the  great  effeds  that  were  expeded  from  them< 
The  want  of  firmnefs  in  Philip  rendered  all  thefe  ad- 
.vantages  ufelefs  to  the  nation.  He  had  never  ftrength 
of  mind  fufiicient  to  refufe  any  thing  to  his  friends, 
to  his  enemies,  to.  his  miftrefles,  and  efpecially  to  his 
favourite  Dubois  the  moft  corrupt  and  profligate  of 
men.  This  inability  of  refufing  manifefted  itfelf  par- 
ticularly at  the  time  of  the  fyftem.  In  order  to  glut 
the  cupidity  of  all  thofe  who  had  the  impudence  to 
fay,  or  to  think  that  they  were  ufeful,  he  created  fix 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  ihi»'es,  the  value 
of  which  rofe  to  above  fix  thoufand  millions  of  livres, 
[250,000,0001.]  and  gave  out  bank  bills  tp  the  a- 
mpunt  of  2696,400,000  livres  [112,350,000!.]. 

A  difproportion  fo  enormous,  between  the  paper 
currency  and  the  coin,  might  poflibly  have  l?een 
Supported  in  a  free  nation,  where  it  bad  been  brought 
on  by  degrees.  The  citizens,  accuftomed  to  confider 
the  nation  as  a  permanent  and  independent  bpdy^ 
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truft  to  its  fecurity  the  more  readily,  as  they  are  fel-  book 
dom  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  powers,  and  have  .  '^'  ^ 
a  good  opinion  of  its  equity,  founded  on  experience. 
Upon  the  ftrength  of  this  favourable  prejudice,  credit 
is  often  ftretched  in  thofe  ftates  beyond  the  real  re- 
fources  and  feeurities  of  the  nation.  This  is  not  the 
cafe  in  abfolute  monarchies,  efpecially  fuch  as  have 
often  broken  their  engagements.  If  in  times  of  pub- 
lic infatuation  an  implicit  confidence  be  fhown,  it  is 
but  for  a  little  while.  Their  infolvency  becomes  evi- 
dent. The  honefty  of  the  monarch,  the  mortgage, 
the  (lock,  every  thing  appears  imaginary.  The  cre-i 
ditor,  recovered  from  his  delirium,  demands  his  mo- 
ney with  a  degree  of  impatience  proportionable  to 
his  uneafinefs.  The  hiftory  of  the  fyftem  corrobo- 
rates this  truth. 

The  defire  of  putting  off  thofe,  who,  firft  recovered 
from  the  general  phrenzy,  were  wifhing  to  convert 
their  paper  into  money,  made  it  neceffary  to  have  re- 
eourfe  to  expedients,  fueh  as  could  only  have  been 
fuggefted  by  the  moil  inveterate  oppofer  of  the  fyf- 
tem. Gold  was  prohibited  in  trade.  All  the  citizens 
were  forbidden  to  keep  by  them  more  than  five  hun- 
dred livres  [20I.  i6s;  8d.]  in  fpecie.  Several  fuccef- 
five  diminutions  in  the  value  of  the  coin  were  declared 
by  edidl.  Thefe  tyrannical  proceedings  not  only  put 
^  flop  to  the  demaiids,  but  likewife  reduced  fome 
timid  perfons  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of  throwing  more 
flock  into  the  bank.  But  this  temporary  fuccefs  did 
not  even  conceal  the  precipice  that  had  been  fo  im-  . 
prudently  opened. 

,  In  order  to  prop  up  an  edifice  which  was  tumbling 
to  pieces  on  all  fides,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  ftandard 
for  the  coin  Ihould  be  raifed  to  eighty-two  livres  ten 
fols  [2I.  8s.  pd.]  the  marc ;  that  the  bank  bills  Ihould 
be  reduced  to  half  of  their  value,  and  the  fliares  to 
five  ninths.  This  mode  of  reducing  the  difproportion 
between  the  paper  currency  and  the  coin,  was,  .per- 
haps, the  leaft  unreafonable  that  could  have  been  a- 
dopted  in  the  defperate  fituation  of  affairs  at  that 
Vol  11.  F 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


82  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRA»K 

K  time  ;  it  completed,  however,  the  general  cohfufioa* 
The  confteniation  became  univerfal :  every  man 
thought  he  had  loft  the  half  of  his  ^fortune,  jsind 
haftened  to  call  in  the  remainder.  The  coffers  were 
empty,  and  the  ftock-holders  found  they  had  been 
deluded  by  mere  chimeras.  Then  it  was  that  Law 
difappeared,  and  with  him  the  expeftation,  abfurdly 
entertained,  of  obtaining  the  reft  oration  of  the  pub- 
lic finances,  through  his  means.  Every  thing  fell 
into  confufion. 

It  did  not  feem  poffible  to  clear  up  this  chaos.  In 
order  to  attempt  it,  on  the  26th  of  January  1721, 
an  office  Was  created,  into  which  the  Ufe  annuities, 
and  perpetual  annuities,  the  fhares,  the  bank  bills, 
in  a  word,  all  papers  bearing  the  mark  of  the  royal 
authority,  of  whatever  kind,  were  to  be  depofited  in 
the  courfe  of  two  months,  and  their  validity  was  af- 
terwards to  be  difcufied. 

It  was  found  by  this  examination,  fo  celebrated 
imder  the  title  c£  Fifa^  that  bank  bills  had  been 
circulated  to  the  amount  of  2696400,000  livres 
[x  12,350,0001.}.  The  value  of  707,327,460  livres 
[29,471,9771.  los.]  of  thefe  was  burnt,  and  not  rec- 
koned in  the  liquidation.  The  ftock- holders  were 
condemned  to  a  reftitution  of  i87,&93,66i  Dvres 
[7,8o8,9X2L  los.  lod.},  and  other  modes  were  con- 
trived to  diminifli  the  national  debt.  The  pc^tical 
machine  began  now  to*  refume  its  motions ;  but  they 
were  neither  eafy,  nor  even  regular. 

In  whatever  manner  the  finances  of  the  kingdom 
were  afterwards  adminiftered ,  they  were  never  adequate 
to  the  expences.  This  is  a  diftreffing  fa£t,  the  demon- 
ftration  of  which  we  have  befi^re  otir  eyes.  In  vain 
were  tjcces  multiplied  j  wants,  fancies,  and  depreda- 
tions, were  ftill  increafed  beyond  them;  and  the 
treafury  became  more  and  naore  in  debt.  At  the 
death  of  Lewis  XV.  the  public  revenues  rde  to 
375»33i»874li^r^[i5>638,828L  is.  8d.].  But  the 
engagements,  notwithftanding  the  multitude  of 
bankruptcies  that  had  been  made,    amounted  t^ 
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t96,%s%,53i  Uvres  [7,95M38l.  iss.  lOd.].    There«o^oa 
remained,  therefore,  no  more  than  184473,343  livres  - 

[7*686,3891.  5s.  lod.];  the  expences  of  the  ftate  re- 
quired  210,000,000  hvres  [8,750,000!.]  ;  confequent- 
ly  there  was  a  deficiency  of  25,526,657  livres 
[1,063,6101.  13S4  4d.]  in  the  treafury. 

The  public  fuppofe,  that  a  better  ufe  will  be  made 
of  the  revenue  under  the  prefent  reign.  Their  expec- 
tations are  founded  upon  the  love  of  order,  the  con- 
tempt of  pomp,  the  fpirit  of  juftice,  and  thofe  other 
plain  and  modeft  virtues,  which  feemed  to  crowd  a- 
bout  the  throne  when  Lewis  XVI.  afcended  it. 

Young  prince  I  thou  who  haft  been  able  to  preferve 
an  abhorrence  of  vice  and  diffipation  in  the  midft  of 
the  moft  diflblute  of  courts,  and  under  the  weakefl 
of  preceptors,  condefcend  to  hear  me  with  indulgence, 
becaufe  I  am  an  honeft  man,  and  one  of  thy  beft  fub- 
jeds ;  becaufe  I  have  no  pretenfions  to  thy  favour, 
and  that  every  morning  and  evening  I  lift  up  my 
hands  to  heaven,  praying  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
and  for  the  profperjty  and  glory  of  thy  reign.  The 
boldnefs  with  which  I  Ihall  venture  to  tell  thee  truths 
that  thy  predeceflbr  never  heard  from  the  mouths  of 
his  flatterers,  and  which  thou  wilt  not  be  more  likely 
to  hear  from  thofe  who  approach  thee,  is  the  beft  eu» 
logium  I  can  make  of  thy  charader. 

Thou  reigneft  over  the  fineft  empire  in  the  univerfe. 
Notwithftanding  the  decline  into  which  it  has  fallen, 
there  is  no  place  upon  the  earth  where  the  arts  and 
fciences  fuftain  themfelves  with  fo  much  luftre.  The 
neighbouring  nations  arc  in  want  of  thy  affiftance, 
while  thou  canft  maintain  thyfelf  without  theirs.  If 
thy  provinces  were  to  enjoy  all  the  fertility  of  which 
they  are  fufccptible*;  if  thy  troops,  without  being 
much  more  numerous,  were  as  well  difciplined  as  they 
could  be^  if  thy  revenues,  without  being  increafr 
ed,  were  mort  faithfully  adminiftered ;  if  a  fpirit 
of  economy  direded  the  expences  of  thy  minifters, 
and  of  thy  palace  ;  if  thy  debts  were  paid  off:  what 
power  on  earth  would  be  fo  formidable  as  thine  ? 

Fij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


84  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  Say,  where  is  the  monarch  who  rules  oyer  fubjedi 
■  'y*  .  fo  patient,  fo  faithful,  and  fo  ajffedionate  ?  Is  there  a 
people  more  frank,  more  adive,  or  more  induftrious  ? 
Has  not  all  Europe  derived  from  them  that  focial 
fpirit  which  fo  happily  diftinguifhes  the  prefent  period 
from  all  preceding  ages  ?  Have  not  ftatefmen  of  all 
countries  pronounced  thy  empire  to  be  inexhauftible? 
Thou  thyfelf  wilt  even  be  fenfible  of  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  thefe  refources,  if  thou  fayeft  to  thyfelf  with- 
out delay  :  "  I  am  young,  but  my  only  wifti  is  to  do 
"  good.  Firmnefs  gets  the  better  of  all  obftacles, 
**  Let  me  only  be  prefented  with  a  true  pidlure  of  my 
"  fituation  :  whatever  it  may  be,  I  fliall  not  be  a- 
"  larmed."  Prince,  thou  haft  commanded,  and  I  haft- 
en  to  obey.  If,  while  I  am  fpcaking,  one  tear  does 
but  fteal  from  thine  eyes,  our  prefervation  is  at  hand* 

When  an  unexped:ed  event  placed  the  fceptre  in 
thine  unexperienced  hands,  the  French  navy  for  one 
moment,  one  fingle  awful  moment,  had  ceafed  to  ex- 
ift.  Weaknefs,  diforder,  and  corruption,  had  re- 
plunged  it  into  that  ftate  of  annihilation,  from  which 
it  had  emerged  at  the  moft  brilliant  era  of  the 
monarchy.  It  had  neither  been  able  to  defend  our 
diftant  poffeffions,  nor  to  preferve  our  coafts  from  in- 
vafion  and  plunder.  In  all  the  regions  of  the  globe, 
our  feamen  and  our  merchants  were  expofed  to  ruin- 
ous oppreffions,  and  to  mortifications  infinitely  more 
intolerable. 

The  forces  and  treafure  of  the  nation  had  been 
laviftied  for  interefts,  foreign,  and  perhaps  repugnant 
to  our  own.  But  what  is  gold,  or  what  is  blood,  in 
comparifon  of  honour  ?  Our  arms,  formerly  fo  much 
.  dreaded,  infpired  no  more  any  kind  of  terror.  We 
were  fcarce  allowed  to  have  courage. 

Our  ambafladors,  who  for  fo  long  a  time  had  ap- 
peared in  foreign  courts  lefs  to  negotiate,  than  to  ma- 
nifeft  the  intentions,  I  had  almoft  faid  the  will  of  their 
mafters ;  our  ambafladors  were  now  defpifed.  The 
moft  important  tranfaftions  were  concluded  without 
any  communication  With  them.     Powers  in  alliance 
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with  US,  divided  empires  amongft  themfelves  without  book 
our  knowledge.    Was  it  poflible  to  declare  in  a  more  .    ^y* 
infulting,  and  lefs  equivocal  manner,  the  little  weight 
we  were  confidered  to  have  in  the  general  balance  of 
the  political  affairs  of  Europe  ?  What  was  become  of 
the  dignity  and  refped  of  the  French  name  ? 

Such  is,  young  fovereign,  thy  fituation  without  the 
limits  of  thine  empire.  Thou  doll  call  down  thine 
eyes,  and  dared  not  to  look  at  it.  The  internal  view 
of  thy  kingdom  will  not  afford  thee  a  more  comfort- 
?tble  profp^. 

In  proof  of  this,  I  call  to  witnefs  that  fucceflion 
of  bankruptcies  which  have  happened  from  year  to 
year,  from  month  to  month,  under  the  reign  of  thy 
predeceffor.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  utmoft  degree  of 
indigence  hath  infenfibly  been  brought  on  a  multi- 
tude of  fubjedls,  who  had  incurred  no  other  reproach, 
than  that  of  having  indifcreetly  trufted  their  fortune 
to  their  fovereigns,  and  of  having  over-rated  the  efti- 
mation  of  their  facred  promife.  We  fhould  be  alham- 
ed  of  a  breach  of  faith,  even  with  an  enemy ;  and 
kings,  the  fathers  of  their  country,  are  not  aftiamed 
to  break  their  words  in  this  cruel  and  bafe  manner 
with  their  children  I  Abominable  proftitution  of  their 
oaths  I  It  might  ftill  be  fome  kind  of  confolation  to 
thefe  unfortunate  perfons,  if  they  had  fallen  vidims 
to  the  neceffity  of  circumftances,  or  to  the  urgency 
of  the  public  wants^  which  are  ever  renewed :  but 
thefe  afts  of  perfidy  have  been  executed  after  years 
of  a  long  peace,  without  their  appearing  any  other 
motive  for  ihem,  than  the  abandoning  of  the  plun- 
der of  the  public  finances^  to  a  multitude  of  perfons 
as  vile  as  they  were  rapacious.  Behold  the  chain  of 
them,  defcending  from  the  upper  fteps  of  the  tjhrone, 
and  extending  from  thence  to  the  lowell  ranks  of  fo- 
ciety.  Behold  what  is  the  confequence,  when  the  mo^ 
narch  feparates  his  interefts  from  thofe  of  his  people. 

Caft  thine  ^yes  upon  the  capital  of  thuie  empire, 
and  thou  wilt  find  in  it  two  orders  of  citizens.  The 
^rft,  gorged  with   riches,   difplay  a   luxury   which 
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BOOK  raifcs  the  indigtiation  of  thofe  whom  it  does  not  fe» 
*^*  ,  duce;  the  others  are  bpprefled  with  indigence,  which 
they  increafe  by  aflTuming  the  appearance  of  affluence 
that  does  not  belong  to  them :  for  fuch  is  the  power 
of  gold,  when  it  is  become  the  idol  of  a  nation,  that 
it  is  a  fubftitute  for  every  talent  and  for  every  virtue ; 
in  fo  much  that  a  man  mull  either  have  riches,  or 
make  it  be  thought  that  he  has.  Among  this  heap 
of  diffolute  men,  thou  wilt  fee  fome  laborious,  honeft, 
economical,  and  induftrious  citizens,  half  profcribed 
by  the  erroneous  laws,  which  the'fpirit  of  intoleration 
hath  didated,  deprived  of  all  public  functions,  and 
always  ready  to  quit  their  country,  becaufe  they  are 
not  allowed  to  take  root  by  the  acquifition  of  proper- 
ty in  a  ftate  where  they  exift,  without  civil  honour, 
and  without  fecurity* 

Turn  thy  view  towards  the  provinces,  where  every 
fpecies  of  induftry  is  upon  the  decline.  Thou  wilt 
fee  them  finking  under  the  load  of  taxes,  and  under 
the  oppreffions,  as  diverfified  as  thev  are  cruel,  of  the 
-numberlefs  fatellites  attending  on  the  contraftors. 

After  this,  take  a  review  of  the  country,  and  be- 
hold if  thou  canft,  with  an  unweeping  eye,  the  man 
who  enriches  us  condemned  to  periih  with  mifery ; 
the  unfortunate  farmer,  who  fcarce  retains  from  the 
lands  that  he  has  cultivated  a  fu^cicnt  quantity  of 
llraw  to  cover  his  hut  and  make  hihifelf  a  bed.  Be- 
hold the  prote(Jted  extortioner,  roaming  about  his 
poor  habitation,  in  hopes  of  finding,  in  the  appear- 
ance of  fome  little  improvement  in  his  wretched  fi- 
tuation,  the  pretence  of  redoubling  his  extortions. 
Behold  multitudes  of  men  who  have  no  pofleffions, 
quitting  from  the  earlieft  dawn,  their  dwelling,  with 
their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  cattle,  in  order 
to  proceed  without  wages,  and  without  food,  to  thej 
making  of  roads,  the  advantage  of  which  is  entirely 
for  thofe  who  engrof^  all  pofleffions. 

I  perceive  that  thy  feeling  heart  is  overwhelmed 
with  grief;  and  thou  doeft  alk  with  a  figh,  what  is 
^e  remedy  to  fuch  a  variety  of  evils?  Thou  flialt  bo 
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told  it ;  thoM  Ihall  tell  it  to  thyfelf.  But  thou  muft  firft  B  o  o  k 
be  informed  that  the  monarch,  who  hath  none  but  (  ^^' 
pacific  virtues,  may  fecure  the  affedion  of  his  fub- 
jeds;  and  that  there  is  nothing,  except  fortitude, 
which  can  make  him  refpedted  by  his  neighbours ; 
thou  muft  be  informed,  that  kings  have  no  relations, 
and  that  family  compads  lad  no  longer  than  the« 
contrading  parties  find  their  intereft  in  them  ;  that 
there  is  ftUl  lefs  confidence  to  be  repc^ed  in  thy  al« 
liance  with  an  artful  houfe,  which  requires  a  ftrid 
obfervation  of  the  treaties  made  with  it,  without  ever 
being  at  a  lofs  for  a  pretence  to  elude  the  conditions 
of'  them,  when  they  ftand  in  the  way  of  its  own 
aggrandizement ;  thou  muft  be  informed,  that  a  king, 
the  only  man  who  knows  not  whether  he  has  a  true 
friend  near  him,  cannot  poffibly  have  one  out  of  his 
dominions,  and  muft  therefore  rely  only  upon  him- 
felf ;  that  an  empire  can  no  more  fubfift  without 
morals,  and  without  virtue,  than  a  private  family ; 
that  it  haftens  on  in  the  fame  manner  to  its  ruin  by 
diflipation,  and  is  equally  unable  of  recovering  itfelf 
without  economy;  thou  muft  be  informed,  that 
pomp  adds  nothing  to  the  majefty  of  the  throne; 
that  one  of  thy  anceftors  never  appeared  more  great 
than  when  attended  by  a  few  gaurds,  which  he  had 
even  no  occafion  fiDr,  more  plainly  clothed  than  any 
one  of  his  fubjeds^  and  with  his  back  refting  againft 
an  oak,  he  heard  all  complaints  that  were  addrefled 
to  him,  and  determined  every  difpute  ;  thou  muft 
be  informed,  in  a  word,  that  thy  kingdom  will  re- 
cover from  the  abyfs  digged  by  thy  predcceflbrs,  if 
thou  wilt  take  upon  thyfelf  to  regulate  thy  condud, 
upon  the  model  of  that  of  a  rich  individual,  loaded 
with  debt,  and  yet  honeft  enough  tobe  defirous  of  an- 
fwering  the  inconfiderate  engagements  of  his  ancef- 
tors, and  juft  enough  to  rejed,  with  indignation,  every 
tyrannical  proceeding  that  might  be  fuggefted  to  him. 
Aik  thyfelf  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  duiing  the 
night,  in  the  midft  of  the  tumult  of  thy  court,  in  the 
retirement  of  thy  clofet,  when  thou  doft  refled;  and  in 
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BOOK  what  moment  oughteft  thou  not  to  refledl  upon  the 

,    '^'      happinefs  of  twenty-two  millions  of  people  whom  thou 

^       cherilheft,  who  have  an  affedion  for  ihee,  and  who 

anticipate,  by  their  wifhes,  the  time  when  they  may 

adore  thee :  afk  thyfelf,  I  fay,  whether  thy  intention 

te  to  perpetuate  the  abfurd  profufion  of  thy  palace, 

,     Whether  thou  wilt  keep  that  multitude  of  high 

and  fubaltem  officers  who  devour  thee. 

Whether  thou  wilt  continue  the  expenfive  main- 
tenance of  that  number  o£  ufelefs  caftles,  with  the 
enormous  falaries  granted  to  thofe  who  govern  them. 

Whether  thou  wilt  ftill  double  and  treble  the  ex- 
pences  of  thy  houfphold,  by  journeys  as  coftly  as  they 
^re  ufelefs. 

Whether  thou  wilt  diffipate  in  fcandalous  feftivals 
the  fubliftence  of  thy  people. 

Whether  thou  wilt  allow  that  tables  of  a  ruinous 
game,  the  fource  of  debafement  and  corruption, 
fliould  be  fixed  under  thy  own  infpedtion. 

Whether  thou  wilt  fuffer  thy  treafury  to  be  exr 
haufted,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  pomp  of  thy  rela- 
tions, and  to  maintain  them  in  a  ftate,  the  magnifi- 
cence of  which  fliall  he  emulous  of  thine  own. 

Whether  thou  wilt  fuffer,  that  the  example  of  a 
treacherous  luxury  Ihould  diforder  the  fenfes  of  our 
women,  and  4rive  their  hufbands  to  defpair. 

Whether  thou  wilt  facrifice  every  day,  for  the 
feed  of  thy  horfes,  a  quantity  of  fubfiftence,  fuffi- 
cient  to  nourifh  feveral  thoufands  of  thy  fubjeds,  who 
arc  perifhing  with  hunger  and  im£tvy. 

Whether  thou  wilt  ftill  grant  to  certain  members 
of  the  ftate,  already  too  amply  gratified,  and  to  fome 
military  men,  already  enjoying  a  confiderable  fti- 
pend  during  a  long  feries  of  years  pafled  in  idlenefs, 
fums  of  an  extraordinary  magnitude,  for  operations 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  perform,  and  which  in  every 
other  government,  except  thine,  they  would  be  obhg- 
ed  to  execute  at  their  own  expence. 

Whether  thou  wilt  perfift  in  the  fruitlefs  pofleffion 
pfimmemfe  domains  which  yield  thee  ^otlwng,  and 
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the  alienation  of  which,  while  it  might  ferve  to  dif-  book 
charge  part  of  thy  debt,  would  increafe  both  thine ,    ^^'  ^ 
own  income  and  the  riches  of  the  nation.     The  man 
to  whom  every  thing  belongs  as  fovereign,  ought  not 
to  poffefs  any  thing  as  a  private  man. 

Whether  thou  wilt  give  way  to  the  infatiable  avi- 
dity of  thy  courtiers,  and  of  the  courtiers  of  thy  re* 
lations. 

Whether  thou  wilt  permit  that  the  nobles,  the 
magiftrates,  and  all  powerful  and  protefted  perfons 
in  thy  kingdom,  ftiould  continue  to  caft  pjBT  from  their 
own  llioulders  the  burden  of  the  taxes,  in  order  to 
make  it  fall  with  greater  weight  upon  the  people. 
A  fpecies  of  extortion  againft  which  the  groans  of 
the  oppreiTed,  and  the  remonftrances  of  enlightened 
men,  have  fo  long  and  fo  unavailingly  been  uttered. 

Whether  thou  wilt  confirm  to  a  body  of  men,  who 
are  in  pofleffion  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  riches  of  the 
kingdom,  the  abfurd  privilege  of  taxing  themfelves 
at  difcretion,  and  under  the  title  of  gratuitous  offer- 
ings, which  they  are  not  afhamed  to  give  to  their 
fubfidies,  to  fignify  to  thee  that  they  owe  thee  no- 
thing ;  that  they  are  not  the  lefs  entitled  to  thy  prd- 
tedtion,  and  to  all  the  advantages  of  fociety,  with- 
out taking  upon  themfelves  any  of  the  duties  of  it, 
and  that  thou  haft  no  right  to  any  return  of  gratitude 
from  them. 

When  to  thefe  feveral  queftions  thou  haft  of  thy* 
felf  given  thofe  juft  and  finccre  anfwers  which  t;hy 
feeUng  and  royal  heart  ftiall  didate,  let  thy  adtions 
correfpond  with  them.  Be  firm.  Suffer  not  thyfelf 
to  be  fliaken  by  any  of  thofe  reprefentations  which 
duplicity  or  perfonal  intereft  may  fuggeft  to  reftrain 
thee,  perhaps  even  to  infpire  thee  with  terror ;  and 
be  affured  that  thou  wilt  foon  be  the  moft  revered^ 
and  the  moft  formidable  potentate  of  the  earth. 

Yes,  Lewis  XVI.  fuch  is  the  fortune  that  awaits 
thee ;  and  it  is  in  the  confidence  that  thou  wilt  at- 
tain to  it,  that  I  ftill  remain  attached  to  life.  I  have 
t)ut  one  word  more  to  fay  to  thee,  but  that  h  of  im^ 
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BOO  Kportance.  It  is,  that  thou  fhouldft  confider  as  the 
^'  ^  moft  dangerous  of  impoftors,  as  the  moft  inveterate 
^'''^^'"*^  enemy  of  our  happinefs  and  of  thy  glory,  the  impu- 
dent flatterer,  who  Ihall  not  hefitate  to  lull  thee  into 
a  ftate  of  fatal  tranquillity  j  ekher  by  reprefenting 
to  thee  in  a  fainter  light,  the  diftrefsful  pifture  of  thy 
fituation ;  or  by  exaggerating  the  impropriety,  the 
danger,  and  the  difficulty,  of  employing  the  refour* 
ces  that  may  occur  to  thy  mind. 

Thou  wilt  hear  it  whifpered  around  thee :  Tbe/e 
things  camtoi  be  done  ;  and  even  if  they  cotdd^  they  are 
innovations.  Innovations  let  them  be.  But  all  the 
difcoveries  that  have  been  made  in  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  have  they  not  been  equally  fo  ?  Is  then  the 
art  of  good  government  the  only  one  that  cannot  be 
improved  ?  Or,  are  we  to  reckon  as  innovations,  the 
general  aflembly  of  a  great  nation ;  the  reftoration 
of  primitive  liberty,  and  the  refpedable  exertion  of 
the  firft  ads  of  natural  juftice  ? 
Ktwitionof  At  the  fall  of  the  fyftem,  the  government  gave  up 
a»e  India  ^q  ^j^^  India  Company  tlie  monopoly  of  tobacco,  in 
•ttbcfaUof  difcharge  of  the  ninety  millions  of  livres  [3,700,0001.] 
the  fyftem.  ^^ity  had  lent.  It  alfo  granted  them  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  all  the  lotteries  in  the  kingdom,  and  al- 
lowed them  to  convert  into  life  annuities  and  ton* 
tines  part  of  their  fliares.  There  remained  only  to 
,  the  number  of  fifty-fix  thoufand  of  thefe,  which, 
by  fubfequcnt  events,  were  reduced  to  fifty  thou- 
fand two  hundred  fixty-eight  and  four  tenths.  Un- 
fortunately, this  fociety  preferved  the  privileges  of 
the  fevend  companies  out  of  which  it  had  been  form- 
ed ^  and  this  prerogative  added  neither  to  its  wifdom 
or  power  ;  it  confined  the  negro  trade,  and  flopped 
the  progrefe  of  the  fugar  colonies.  Moft  of  its  privi- 
leges fervcd  only  to  authorife  odious  monopolies.  The 
moft  fertile  regions  upon  earth,  when  occupied  by 
the  Cpmpany,  were  neither  peopled  nor  cultivated. 
The  fpirit  of  finance,  which  reftrains  purfuits  as  much 
as  the  commercial  fpirit  enlarges  them,  became,  and 
has  ever  fince  continued,  the  fpirit  of  the  Company. 
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The  diredors  thought  only  of  turning  to  their  own  b  o  o  ic 
advantage  the  rights  ceded  to  the  Company  in  Afia, ,    '^'    , 
Africa,  and  America.     It  became  a  fociety  of  con*       ' 
traftors,  rather  than  of  merchants.     Nothing  could 
pollibly  be  faid  in  praife  of  their  adminiftration,  had 
they  n6t  been  fo  honeft  as  to  pay  off  the  debts  accu- 
mulated in  India  for  a  century  paft  ;  and  taken  care 
to  fecure  Pondicherry  againft  any  invafion,  by  fur- 
rounding  it  with  walls.     Their  trade  was  but  trifling 
and  precarious,  till  Orry  was  appointed  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  finances  of  the  nation. 

That  upright  and  difinterefted  miniftcr  fullied  his  ^"*^/^ 
virtues  by  a  harfhnefs  of  temper,  which  he  apologiz*  company; 
ed  for  in  a  manner  not  much  to  the  credit  of  the  na-^^^*^^*^- 
tion.     One  day  when  a  friend  was  reproaching  him^ofeofiw 
with  the    roughnefs  of  his  mani^ers,  he   anfwered,  ^^^^  ij* 
How  can  I  behave  otherwife  P  Out  of  a  hundred  people  wztovring. 
I  fee  in  a  day^  fifty  take  me  for  a  fod^  and  fifty  for  a 
knave.    He  had  a  brother  named  Fulvy,  who  was 
lefs  rigid  in  his  principles,  but  had  more  affability, 
and  a  greater  Ihare  of  capacity.     He  intruded  him 
with  the  concerns  of  the  Company,  which  could  not 
but  flourilh  under  fuch  a  diredion. 

Notwithftanding  the  former  prejudices  and  thofe 
which  ftill  prevailed ;  notwithftanding  the  abhorrence 
the  public  had  for  any  remains  of  Law's  fyftem ;  not- 
withftanding the  authority  of  the  Sorbonne,  which 
had  decided  that  the  dividend  upon  the  fhares  came 
under  the  denomination  of  ufury ;  notwithftanding 
the  blindnefs  of  a  nation,  credulous  enough  not  to  be 
Ihocked  at  fo  abfurd  a  decifion ;  yet  ftill  the  two  bro- 
thers found  means  to  convince  Cardinal  Fleury,  that 
it  was  proper  to  fupport  the  India  Company  in  an 
effectual  manner.  They  even  prevailed  upon  that 
rainifter,  more  fkilful  in  the  art  of  managing  riches, 
than  in  that  of  increafing  them,  to  lavifti  the  king's  fa- 
vours upon  this  eftabliftiment.  The  care  of  fuperin- 
tending  its  trade,  and  of  enlarging  its  powers,  was  after^ 
wards  committed  to  feveral  perfons  of  known -abilities. 

Pumas  was  fent  to  Pondicherry.     He  foon  obtain- 
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B  o  o  K  cd  leave  of  the  court  of  Delhi  to  coin  money ;  which 
_}^'  .  privilege  was  worth  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand 
livres  [from  i6,666L  13s.  ^d.  to  20,8331.  6s.  8d.]  a 
year.  He  obtained  a  ceflion  of  the  territory  of 
Karical,  which  entitled  him  to  a  confiderable  fhare 
in  the  trade  of  Tanjour,  Some  time  after,  a  hundred 
thoufand  Marattas  invaded  the  Dec^n,  They  at- 
tsiqked  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  who  was  variquifhed  and 
ijain.  His  family,  and  feveral  of  his  fubjefts,  took 
refuge  in  Pondicherry.  They  were  received  with  all 
the  kindnefs  due  to  allies  in  diftrefs.  Ragogi  Bouffola, 
the  general  of  the  vidtorious  army,  demanded,  that 
they  Ihould  be  delivered  up  to  him  ;  and  further  re- 
quired the  payment  of  1,200,000  livres  [50,0001.]  in 
virtue  of  a  tribute,  which  he  pretended  the  French 
had  formerly  fubmitted  to. 

Dumas  made  anfwer.  That  fo  long  as  the  Moguls 
had  been  mailers  of  that  country,  they  had  always 
treated  the  French  with  the  refpeft  due  to  one  of 
the  moft  illuftrious  nations  in  the  world,  which,  in 
her  turn,  took  a  pride  in  proteding  her  benefadors  ; 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  charader  of  that  magna- 
nimous nation  to  deliver  up  a  number  of  worfen  and 
children,  and  of  unfortunate  and  defencelefs  men,  to 
fee  them  put  to  death  j  that  the  fugitives  then  in  the 
lowp  were  under  the  protedion  of  his  king,  who 
eftepmed  it  his  higheft  honour  to  be  the  protedor  of 
the  diftrefled ;  that  every  Frenchman  in  Pondicherry 
would  cheerfully  die  in  their  defence ;  and  that 
his  own  life  was  forfeited,  if  his*  (bvereign  were  to 
know  that  he  had  fo  much  as  Ijftened  to  the  mention 
of  a  tribute.  He  added,  tliat  he  was  ready  to  defend 
the  place  to  the  laft  extremity  ;  and  if  he  fhould  be 
overpowered,  he  would  get  on  board  his  Ihips,  and 
return  to  Europe  :  that  Ragogi  might  confider  whe- 
ther he  chofe  to  expofe  his  army  to  utter  deftrudion, 
when  the  greateft  advantage  that  could  be  obtained 
by  it  was  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  heap  of  ruins. 

The  Indians  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  hesfr  the 
French  talk  with  fo  much  dignity.     This  boldpeft 
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ftaggefed  the  general  of  the  Marattas ;  and,  aftef  book 
fome  negotiations  flcilfuUy  carried  on,  he  determined  .  '^'  ^ 
to  grant  peace  to  Pondicherry. 

Whilft  Dumas  was  procuring  wealth  and  refpeft  to 
the  Company,  the  government  fent  La  BoUrdonnais 
to  the  ifle  of  France. 

The  Portuguefe,  at  the  time  of  their  firft  voyages 
to  India,  had  difcovered  to  the  call  of  Madagafcar, 
between  the  19th  and  20th  degrees  of  latitude,  three 
iflands,  to  which  they  gave  the  names  of  Mafcaren- 
has,  Ceme,  and  Rodrigue.  There  they  found  nei- 
ther men  nor  quadrupeds,  and  attempted  no  fettle- 
ment  upon  either  of  the  iflands.  .  The  mod  weftern  of 
them,  which  had  been  called  Mafcarenhas,  had  for 
its  firft  inhabitants,  about  the  year  1660,  feven  or 
'eight  hundred  Frenchmen.  Five  years  after  this, 
they  were  joined  by  two-and-twenty  of  their  country- 
men. Their  number  was  foon  further  increafed  by 
the  calamity  which  deftroyed  the  colony  of  Mada- 
gafcar. The  breeding  of  cattle  was  the  firft  refource 
of  thefe  adventurers,  tranfplanted  under  a  new  Iky. 
They  afterwards  cultivated  European  corn,  Afiatic 
and  African  fruits,  and  fome  vegetables  fit  for  that 
mild  climate.  The  health,  plenty,  and  freedom  they 
enjoyed,  induced  feveral  navigators,  who  came  there 
for  refrefhments  and  fubfiftence,  to  fettle  among 
them.  Induftry  was  extended  with  population.  In 
1718,  the  difcovery  of  a  few  wild  coffee-trees  fug- 
gefted  the  idea  of  tranfplanting  fome  coffee-trees 
from  Arabia,  which  throve  extremely  well.  The  cul- 
ture of  this  precious  tree,  and  other  laborious  employ- 
ments, were  performed  by  flaves  from  the  coaft  of  Afri- 
ca, or  from  Madagafcar.  Then  the  ifland,  which  had 
changed  its  name  from  Mafcarenhas  to- the  ifle  of  Bour- 
bon, became  an  important  objeft  to  the  Company. 
There  was,  unfortunately,  no  harbour  in  the  colony. 

This  inconvenience  turned  the  views  of  the  French 
minifter  at  Verfailles  towards  the  ifland  of  Cern^ 
where  the  Portuguefe  had,  as  ufual,  left  fome  quar 
drupeds  and  fo;i^ls  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  Ihips 
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K  as  tieceffity  Ihould  oblige  to  touch  there*  The  Dutclii 
who  afterwards  took  pofleiiion  of  it,  forfook  it  in 
1 712,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  multiplying  their  fet-. 
tlements  400  much*  The  ifland  was  uninhabited 
when  the  French  landed  there  in  1720,  and  changed 
its  name  from  Mauritius  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  wluch 
it  ftill  bears* 

Its  firft  inhabitants  came  over  from  Bourbon,  and 
were  forgotten  for  fifteen  years.  They  only  formed, 
as  it  were,  a  corps  de  garde,  with  orders  to  hang  out 
a  French  flag,  to  inform  all  nations  that  the  ifland 
had  a  mafter.  The  Company,  long  undetermined, 
decided  at  laft  for  keeping  it;  and  in  1735,  La  Bour- 
donnais  was  commiflioned  to  improve  it. 

This  man,  who  has  fince  been  fo  fiimous,  was  bom 
at  St.  Malo,  and  had  been  at  fea  from  the  age  of  ten 
years  ;  no  fort  of  confideration  had  been  able  to  in* 
terrupt  his  voyages,  in  every  one  of  which  he  had 
fignalized  himfelf  by  fome  remarkable  adtion.  The 
Arabs  and  Portuguefe,  who  were  preparing  to  mat 
(acre  one  another  in  the  road  of  Mocha,  had  been 
reconciled  through  his  mediation,  and  he  had  difplay. 
ed  his  valour  in  the  war  at  Mah^.  He  was  the  firft 
Frenchman  who  ever  thought  of  fending  armed  vef- 
fels  mto  the  Indian  feas.  He  was  known  to  be  equally 
flcilful  in  the  art  pf  ihip-building,  as  in  that  of  navi^ 
gating  and  defending  a  fliip.  His  fchemes  bore  the 
mark  of  genius;  nor  were  his  views  contradled  by  the 
clofe  attention  he  paid  to  all  the  minute  details  of 
whatever  he  undertook.  His  mind  was  never  alarm* 
ed  with  the  appearance  of  difficulties,  and  he  poflef- 
led  the  rare  talent  of  infpiring  the  men  under  his 
command  with  the  fame  elevation  of  fpirit.  His  ene- 
mies have  reproached  him  with  an  immoderate  pafl^n 
for  riches  ;  and  it  mull  be  acknowledged  he  was  not 
fcrupulous  in  the  means  of  acquiring  them. 

He  wasno.fooner  arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  France,  than 
he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  acquire  every  information 
he  could  concerning  it,  in  which  he  was  much  affift- 
kd  by  his  fortunate  fagacity  and  his  indefatigable 
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k&xvity.  In  a  little  time  he  endeavoured  to  inftil  b 
a  fpirit  of  emulation  into  the  firft  colonifts  on  the 
iiland,  who  were  entirely  difcouraged  at  the  ne- 
gledt  with  which  they  had  been  treated,  and  attempt- 
ed to  reduce  to  a  ilridt  fubordination  the  vagrants 
lately  arrived  from  the  mother^ountry.  He  made 
them  cultivate  rice  and  wheat,  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
thb  Europeans,  and  caflava,  which  he  had  brought 
from  Brazil,  for  the  flaves.  They  were  to  be  furniih* 
cd  from  Madagafcar  with  meat  for  the  daily  con- 
fumption  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  fea-faring  mei>, 
till  the  cattle  they  had  procured  from  thence  Ihould 
multiply  fo  confiderably,  as  to  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  importing  any  more.  A  poft  which  he  had  efta-^ 
blifhed  on  the  little  ifland  of  Rodrigue,  abundantly 
fupplied  the  fick  with  turtle.  Here  fhips  going  to 
India  foon  found  all  the  refrelhments  and  conveni- 
ences they  wanted  after  a  tedious  paflage.  Three 
Ihips,  one  of  which  carried  five  hundred  tons  burden, 
were  equipped  and  fent  from  the  docks  he  had  con- 
(Iruded.  If  the  founder  had  not  the  fatisfadion  of 
bringing  the  colony  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  profperi- 
ty  it  was  capable  of,  at  leaft  he  had  the  credit  of 
having  discovered  what  degree  of  importance  it  might 
acquire  in  able  hands. 

Thefe  improvements,  however,  though  they  feem- 
ed  to  be  owing  to  inchantment,  did  not  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  thofe  who  were  principally  con- 
cerned in  them,  and  La  Bourdonnais  was  compelled 
to  juftify  himfelf.  One  of  the  directors  was  ajfking 
him  one  day  how  it  happened  that  he  had  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  Company  fo  ill,  while  he  had  taken 
fo  much  care  of  his  own  ?  Becaufe,  faid  he,  /  have 
managed  mine  according  to  my  awn  judgment ^  and  tbofi 
0fthe  Company  according  to  your  direSHons. 

Great  men  have  been  in  all  parts  more  ufeful  to 
the  public  than  large  colledive  bodies.  Nations  and 
focieties  are  but  the  inllruments  of  men  of  genius ; 
thefe  have  been  the  real  founders  of  ftates  and  colo- 
nies.   Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  and  England,^  owe 
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K  their  foreign  conquefts  and  fettleroents  to  able  war* 
riors,  experienced  feamen,  and  legiflators  of  fuperior 
talents.  France  efpecially  is  more  indebted  to  fome 
fortunate  individuals  for  the  glory  Ihe  has  acquired^ 
than  to  the  form  of  her  government.  One  of  thefe 
fuperior  men  had  juft  eftabiifhed  the  power  of  France 
over  two  important  iflands  in  Africa  ;  another,  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  added  fplendour  to  the  French 
name  in  Alia  ;  this  was  Dupleix. 

He  was  firft  fentto  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  where 
he  fuperintended  the  colony  of  Chandernagore.  That 
fehlement,  though  formed  in  a  part  of  the  globe  the 
beft  adapted  for  great  commercial  undertakings,  had 
been  in  a  languid  ftate,  till  he  took  the  management 
of  it.  The  Company  had  not  been  able  to  fend  any 
confiderable  funds  to  it ;  and  the  agents,  who  went 
over  there  without  any  property  of  their  own,  had 
not  been  able  to  avail  theml'elves  of  the  hberty  that 
was  allowed  them  of  advancing  their  own  private 
affairs.  The  adivity  of  the  new  governor,  who  brought 
an  ample  fortune,  the  reward  of  ten  years  fuccefsful 
labours,  foon  fpread  throughout  the  colony.  In  a 
country  abounding  with  money  they  foon  found  cre- 
dit, when  once  they  fliowed  themfelves  deferving  of 
it.  In  a  Ihort  time,  Chandernagore  excited  the  ad-* 
miration  of  its  neighbours,  and  the  envy  of  its  rivals. 
Dupleix,  who  had  engaged  the  reft  of  the  French  in . 
his  vaft  fpeculations,  opened  frefli  fources  of  com- 
merce throughout  the  Mogul's  dominions,  and  as  far 
as  Thibet.  On  his  arrival  he  had  not  found  a  fingle 
Hoop,  and  he  fitted  out  fifteen  armed  vcflels  at  once. 
Thefe  fhips  carried  on  trade  from  one  part  of  India 
to  another.  Some  he  fent  to  the  Red  Sea,  to  the 
Gulf  of  Perfia,  to  Surat,  to  Goa,  to  the  Maldives  and 
Manilla  iflands,  ana  to  all  the  feas  where  there  was 
a  poflibility  of  trading  to  advantage. 

Dupleix  had  for  twelve  years  fupported  the  honour 
of  the  French  name  on  the  Ganges,  and  increafed 
the  revenue  of  the  public,  as  well  as  the  private  for- 
tunes of  individuals,  when  he  was  called  to  Pondi- 
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cnerty,  to  take  upon  hiia  the  genetal  fuperinten^ency  b  o  b  i^ 
of  all  the  Company's  afiairs  in  India.   They  were  then     iv. 
in  a  more  flounfhing  condition  than  they  had  ever  yet  ^ 
been,  or  have  ever  been  ince  ;  ad  the  returns  of  that 
year  amounted  16  twenty-four  millions  [ipoo,oool.]. 
Had  they  been  ftill  conduded  with  prudence,  and 
had  more  confidence  been  placed  iii  two  fuch  men  as 
Dupleix  dnd  La  Bouf^onnais^  it  is  probable  that  fuch 
a  power  would  have  been  eftabliftied  as  would  not 
have  been  eafily  d^ftroyed. 

La  Bourdonnais  faw  an  approaching  rupture  with 
England  ;  and  propofed  a  fcheme  which  would  have 
'  fecured  to  the  French  the  ibvereignty  of  the  feas  in 
Afia,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.  Oojivincedj 
that  whichever  nation  Ihould  firft  take  up  slrmsin  In- 
dia, would  have  a  manifeft  advantage  over  the  other, 
he  defired  tobe  fumiftied  with  i  fquadroti,  with  which 
he  intended  to  fail  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  there 
Wait  till  hoftilities  began.  He  Was  then  to  fet  out 
from  ^at  iiland,  id  order  to  go  and  cruize  in  the 
flraits  of  Sunda,  through  Which  moft  of  the  fhips  pafs 
that  are  going  to,  or  coming  from  China;  There  he 
would  have  intercepted  all  the  Engliih  Ihips,  and 
faved  thofe  of  th6  French.  He  would  have  even 
taken  the  fmall  fquadrdn  which  England  fent  int(* 
thofe  latitudes  ;  and,  having  thus  made  himfelf  ma- 
iler of  the  Indian  feas,  would  have  ruined  all  the  Eng- 
lifti  fettlements  in  thofe  parts. 

The  miniftry  approved  of  this  plan,  and  granted 
him  five  men  of  war,  with  which  he  put  to  fea. 

He  had  fcarcely  fet  fail,  when  the  diredors^  equal* 
ly  offended  at  their  being  kept  in  the  dark  with  re- 
gard to  the  deflination  cf  the  fquadron,  and  at  the 
expences  it  had  occafioned  them^  arid  jealous  of  thd 
advantage  this  appointment  would  give  to  a  man 
who,  in  their  opitilon,  was  already  too  independent, 
exclaimed  againft  this  armament  as  they  had  don<( 
before,  and  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs.  They  were,  ot 
pretended  to  be,  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  neutrality 
that  would  be  obferved  in  India  between  the  tw(* 
Vbl.IL  G 
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BOOK  companies,  that  they  perfuaded  the  minifter  into 
/^-  that  opinion,  when  La  Bourdonnais  was  no  longer 
'  prefent  to  animate  him  and  guide  his  inexperience. 
The  court  of  VerfaiUes  was  not  aware,  that  a  pow- 
er, fupported.  chiefly  by  trade^  would  not  eafily  be 
induced  to  leave  them  in  quiet  pofleflion  of  the  In- 
dian ocean  ;  and  that,  if  fhe  either  made  or  liftened 
to  any  propofals  of  neutrality,  it  muft  be  only  to 
gain  time.  It  was  •  not  aware  that,  even  fuppofing 
fuch  an  agreement  was  made  bond  fide  on  both  fides,, 
a  thoufand  unforefeen  events  might  interrupt  it.  It 
was  not  aware,  that  the  objedl  propofed  could  never 
be  fully  anfwered,  becaufe  the  fea- forces  of  both  na- 
tions, not  being  bound  by  any  private  agreement 
made  between  the  two  companies,  would  attack  their 
fhips  in  the  European  feas.  It  was  not  aware,  that 
m  the  colonies  themfelves  preparations  would  be  made 
to  guard  againft  a  furprife  ;  that  thefe  precautions^ 
would  create  a  miftruft  on  both,  fides  ;  and  that  mif- 
truft  would  bring  on  an  open  rupture.  All  thefe 
particulars  were  not  perceived  by  the  court,  and  the 
fquadron  was  recalled.  Hoftilities  began ;  and  the 
lofs  of  almoft  every  French  fliip  in  India,  Ihowed  tpa 
late  which  of  the  two  was  the' mod  juditious  fyftem 
of  politics. 

La  Bourdonnais  was  as  deeply  affefted  for  the  er- 
rors that  had  occafioned  the  misfortunes  of  tl^e  na- 
tion, as  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  them  himfelf,  and 
exerted  all  his  powers  to  remedy  them.  Without 
magazines,  without  provifions,  without  money,  he 
found  means,  by  his  attention  and  perfeverance,  to 
form  a  fquadron,  compofed  of  a  fixty-gun  fliip,  and 
five  merchantmen,  which  he  turned  into  men  of  war. 
He  ventured  to  attack  the  Englifli  fquadron,  beat 
them,  purfued  and  forced  them  to  quit  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel ;  he  then  befieged  and  took  Madras,  the 
firfl:-  of  the  Englifli  fettlements.  The  conqueror  was 
preparing  for  frefti  expeditions,  which  were  certain 
and  eafy ;  but  he  met  with  the  mofl:  violent  oppofi- 
tion,  which  not  only  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  fum 
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fef  9,057,000  livres  [377,375!.]  he  had  ftipulated  for  as  3 
the  ranfom  of  the  city,  but  alfo  deprived  him  of  the 
fuccefs  which  muft  neceflariiy  have  followed  this  event. 

The  Company  was  then  governed  by  two  of  the 
king's  commiflaries,  who  were  irreconcilable  enemies 
to  each  other.  The  diredlors  and  the  inferior  officers 
had  taken  part  in  the  quarrel,  as  they  were  fwayed 
by  their  refpecSkive  inclinations  or  interefts.  The  two 
fadions  were  extremely  exafperated  againft  each 
other.  That  which  had  cauied  La  Bourdonnais's 
fquadron  to  be  taken  from  him,  was  enraged  to  fee 
that  he  had  found  refources  in  himfelf,  which  fruf- 
trated  every  attack  that  was  made  upon  him.  There 
is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  fadlion  purfued 
him  to  India,  and  inftilled  the  poifon  of  jealoufy  in- 
to the  heart  of  Dupleix.  Two  men  formed  to  efteem 
and  love  each  other,  to  adorn  the  French  name,  and 
perhaps  to  defcend  together  to  pofterity,  became  the 
vile  tools  of  an  animofity  in  which  they  were  not  the 
leaft  interefted.  Dupleix  oppofed  La  Bourdonnais, 
and  made  him  lofe  much  time.  The  latter,  after  hav- 
ing (laid  too  long  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  wait- 
ing for  the  fuccour^  which  had  been  unneceffarily  de- 
layed, faw  his  fquadron  deftroyed  by  a  ftorm.  The 
crews  were  difpofed  to  mutiny.  'So  many  misfor- 
tunes, brought  on  by  the  intrigues  of  Dupleix, 
determined  La  Bourdonnais  to  return  to  Europe, 
where  a  horrid  dungeon  was  the  reward  of  his  glo- 
rious fervices,  and  the  end  of  the  hopes  which  the 
nation  had  built  upon  his  great  talents.  The  Eng- 
lifli,  delivered  from  that  formidable  enemy  in  India, 
and  confiderably  reinforced,  found  therafelves  in  a 
condition  to  attack  the  French  in  their  turn ;  and 
accordingly  laid  fiege  to  Pondicherry. 

Dupleix  then  made  amends  for  paft  errors.  He 
defended  the  town  with  great  ikill  and  bravery  ;  and 
after  the  trenches  had  been  opened  fix  weeks,  the 
Englifh  were  forced  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  news  of 
the  peace  arrived  foon  after,  and  all  hoftiUties  ceafed 
between  the  companies  of  both  nations. 
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BOOK     The  taking  of  Madras,-^  La  Bourdonnais's  engage-^ 

^^'      ment  at  fea,  and  the  railing  of  the  fiege  of  Pondi-^ 

'       cherry,  gave  the  Indian  nations  a  high  opinton  of 

the  French  j  and  they  were  refpedled  in  thcrfc  part» 

as  the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  European  powers. 

Dupleix  endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  dif- 
polition,  and  his  attention  was  engaged  io  procuring 
folid  and  important  advantages  for  his  nation.  In 
order  to  judge  rightly  of  his  projeds,  we  muft  lay  be* 
fore  the  reader  a  defcription  of  the  ftate  of  Indoftan 
at  that  time. 
Defcription  If  we  may  credit  uncertain  tradition^  that  fine 
of  Indoftan.  j^^j^  country  tempted  the  firft  qonquerors  of  the  worW^r 
But  whether  Bacchus,  Hercules,  Sefoftris,  of  Darius, 
did  or  did  not  carry  their  arms  through  that  large 
portion  of  the  globe,  certain  it  is,  that  it  proved  an 
mexhauftible  fund  of  fidions  and  woqders  to  the  an- 
cient Greeks.  Thefe  people,  ever  credulous,  becaufe 
they  were  carried  aWay  by  their  imagination,  were 
fo  inchanted  with  thefe  marvellous  ftories,  that  they 
ftill  gave  credit  to  them,  even  in  the  more  enlighten-* 
ed  ages  of  the  republic* 

If  we  confider  this  matter  accprding  to  the  prin- 
eiple*  of  reafon  and  truth,  we  fhall  find  that  a  pure 
air,  wholefome  food,  and  great  frugality,  had  early 
multiplied  men  to  a  prodigious  degree  in  Indoftan. 
They  wete  acquainted  with  laws,  civil  government, 
and  atts ;  while  the  reft  of  the  earth  was  defert  and 
favage.  Wife  and  beneficial  inftitutions  preferved 
thefe  people  from  corruption,  whofe  only  care  was 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  foil  and  of  the  climate. 
If  from  time  to  time  their  morals- were  tainted  in  fon>e 
of  thefe  ftates,  the  empire  was  immediately  fubvert- 
cd  J  attid  when  Alexander  entered  thefe  regions,  he 
found,  very  few  kings  and  many  firee  cities. 

A  country  divided  into  numberiefs  Bttlcftates,  fome 
of  which  were  popular,  and  others  enflaved,  could 
not  make  a  very  formidable  refiftance  iagainft  the 
berp  of  Macedonia.  His  progrefs  therefi)re  was  ra- 
pid, and  he  would  have  fubdued  the.  whole  country, 
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had  sot  death  overtaken  him  in  the  midft  of  his  tri-  b  o  o  k 
tunphs.  ,    ^' 

By  following  this  conqueror  in  his  expeditions,  the 
Indian  Sandrocotus  had  learned  the  art  of  war.  This 
obfcure  man,  who  had  nothing  to  reccommend  him 
but  his  taleny,  coUefted  a  numerous  army,  and  drove 
the  Macedonians  out  of  the  provinces  they  had  in- 
vaded.  This  deliverer  of  his  country  then  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  it,  and  united  all  Indoftan  under  his  do- 
minion. How  long  he  reigned,  or  what  was  the  dura- 
tion of  the  empire  he  had  founded,  is  not  known. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  the  Arabs 
over-ran  India,  as  they  did  many  other  parts  of  the 
world.  They  fubjeded  fome  few  iflands  to  their 
dominion ;  but,  content  with  trading  peaceably  on 
the  continent,  they  made  but  few  fettlements  on  it. 

Three  centuries  after  this,  fome  barbarians  of  their 
religion,  who  came  out  from  Khoraflan  headed  by 
Mahmoud,  attacked  India  on  the  north  fide,  and  ex- 
tended their  depredations  as  fai^  as  Guzarat.  They 
carried  off  immenfe  fpoils  from  thofe  wealthy  provin- 
ces, and  buried  them  under  ground  in  their  wretch- 
ed and  barren  deferts. 

Thefe  calamities  were  not  yet  forgotten,  when 
Gengis-Khan,  who  with  his  Tartars  had  fubdued  the 
greateft  part  of  Afia,  brought  his  viAorious  army  to 
the  weftem  borders  of  India.  This  was  about  the 
year  laoo.  It  is  not  known  what  part  this  conqueror 
and  his  defcendants  took  in  the  affairs  of  Indoftan. 
Probably  they  did  not  concern  themfelves  much 
about  them ;  for  it  appears,  that  foon  after  the  Pa- 
tans  reigned  over  this  fine  country. 

Thefe  men  were  a  fet  of  favage  peafants,  who  iffu- 
ing  in  troops  from  the  mountains  of  Candahar,  fpread 
themfelves  throughout  the  fineft  provinces  6f  In- 
doftan, and  eftabliftied  there  a  fucceffion  of  dominions, 
independent  of  each  other* 

The  Indians  had  fcarce   had   time   to   accuftom 

themfelves  to  this  foreign  yoke,  when  they  werr :  once 

•  more  forced  to  change  matters.  Tamerlane,  who  came 
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BOOK  from  Great  Tartar^,  and  was  already  famous  for  hi^ 
.  ^^'  .  cruelties  and  his  vidories,  advanced  to  the  north  fide 
of  Indoftan,  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
with  a  well-difciplined  and  triumphant  army,  inured 
to  all  the  hardfhips  of  war.  He  fecured  the  northern 
provinces  himfelf,  and  abandoned  the  jjlunder  of  the 
fouthern  ones  to  his  lieutenants.  He  teemed  deter- 
mined to  fubdue  all  India,  when,  on  a  fudden,  he 
turned  his  arms  againft  Bajazet,  overcame  and  de- 
throned that  prince,  and,  by  the  union  of  all  his 
conquefts,  found  himfelf  mailer  of  the  immenfe  fpace 
that  extends  from  the  delicious  coaft  of  Smyrna  to 
the  delightful  borders  of  the  Ganges.  After  his 
death,  violent  contefts  arofc,  and  his  pofterity  were  de- 
prived  of  his  rich  fpoils.  .Babar,  the  fixth  defcendant 
of  one  of  his  children,  alone  furvived  to  preferve  his 
name.  | 

That  young  prince,  brought  up  in  floth  and  luxury, 
reigned  in  Samarcand,  where  his  anceilor  had  ended 
his  days.  The  Ulbeck  Tartars  dethroned  him,  and 
conftrained  him  to  take  refuge  in  the  CabuUftan. 
Ranguildas,  the  governor  of  that  province,  received 
him  kindly,  and  fupplied  him  with  troops. 

This  wife  man  addrefled  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner  :  "  It  is  not  towards  the  north,  where  vengeance 
"  would  naturally  call  thee,  that  thy  fteps  muft  be 
"  diredled.  Soldiers,  enervated  by  the  pleafures  of 
"  India,  could  not  without  rafhnefs  attack  warriors 
f *  famous  for  their  courage  and  their  vidories.  Heaven 
"  has  conduded  thee  to  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  in 
f*  order  to  fix  upon  thy  brow  one  of  the  richeft 
"  diadems  in  the  univerfe.  Turn  thy  view  towards 
**  Indoftan.  That  empire,  torn  in  pieces  by  the  in- 
f  ceflant  wars  of  the  Indians  and  Patans,  calls  for  a 
"  matter.  It  is  in  thofe  delightful  regions  that  thou 
f*  muft  eftablifti  a  new  monarchy,  and  raife  thy 
"  glory  eaual  to  that  of  the  formidable  Tamferlane." 

This  judicious  advice  made  a  ftrong  imprcffion  on 
the  mind  of  Babar.  A  plan  of  ufurpation  was  im- 
mediately traced  out,  and  purfued  with  adtivity  and 
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IkllL     Succefs  attended  the   execution.     The  nor-  b 
them  provinces,  hot  excepting  Delhi,  fubmitted  after  ^ 
fome  refiftance;  and  thus' a  fugitive  monarch  had  the 
honour  of  laying  the  foun4ation  of  the  power  of  the 
Mogul  Tartars,  which  fubfifts  to  this  day. 

The  prefervation  of  this  conqueft  requiied  a  form 
of  government.  That  which  Babar  found  eftablifhed 
in  India,  was  a  kind  of  defpotifm,  merely  r.elative  to 
civil  matters,  tempered  by  cuftoms,  forms,  and  opi- 
nion ;  in  a  word,  adapted  to  that  mildnefs  which 
thefe  nations  derive  from  the  influence  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  from  the  more  powerful  afcendant  of  re- 
ligious tenetfi.  To  this  peaceable  conftitution  Babar 
fubflituted  a  fevere  and  mihtary  defpotifm,  fuch  as 
might  be  expeded  from  9  yiftorious  and  barbarous 
nation. 

If  we  may  rely  upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
men  who  is  the  moil  deeply  verfed  in  Indian  tradi- 
tions, Ranguildas  was  long  witnefs  to  the  power  of 
the  ntw  fovereign,  and  exulted  in  the  fuccefs  of  his 
own  councils.  The  recoUedion  of  the  fleps  he  had 
taken  to  place  his  mafter*s  fon  upon  the  throne,  filled 
him  with  a  confcious  and  real  fatisfadion. 

.One  day,  as  he  was  praying  in  the  temple,  he 
heard  a  Banian,  who  flood  by  him,  exclaim,  "  O  God  I 
"  thou  feeft  the  fuflferings  of  my  brethren.  We  are 
**  a  prey  to  a  young  man  who  confiders  us  as  his 
"  property,  which  he  may  fquander  and  confume  at 
"  pleafure.  Among  the  many  children  who  call 
**  upon  thee  from  thefe  vaft  regions,  one  opprefles 
"  all  the  reft :  avenge  us  of  the  tyrant ;  avenge  us 
"  of  the  traitors  who  have  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
"  without  examining  whether  he  was  a  juft  man." 

Ranguildas,  aftoniftiedv  drew  near  to  the  Banian, 
and  faid,  *'  O  thou,  who  curfeft  my  old  age,  hear 
"  me.  If  I  am  guilty,  my  confcience  has  mifled  me. 
When  I  reftored  the  inheritance  to  the  fon  of  my 
fovereign,  when  I  expofed  my  life  and  fortune  to 
eftablifh  his  authority,  God  is  my  witnefs,  that  I 
thought  I  was  adling  in  conformity  to  his  wife  de- 
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B  o  o  K  <^  crccs  J  and,  at  the  very  inftant  when  I  heard  tl\y 
^  ^^'  r  "  prayer,  I  was  ftiU  thanking  Heaven  for  granting 
'  "  me,  in  my  latter  days,  thofe  two  greatcft  of  blcf- 

"  fings,  reft  and  glory/' 

"  Glory  !"  cries  the  ?aniau.  "  Learn,  RaaguU- 
"  das,  that  glory  belongs  only  to  virtije,  and  not  to 
**  adions  which  are  only  fplendid,  without  being  nfe^ 
'*  ful  tp  mankind.  Alas  !  what  advantages  did  you 
*•  procure  to  Indoftan  when  you  crowned  the  fon  of 
^*  an  ufurper?  Had  you  prcvioufly  confidered  whetl^ey 
'^  he  was  capable  of  doing  good,  and  whether  he 
"  would  have  the  will  and  refolutio^  to  be  juft  ?  You 
"  fay,  you  have  reftorcd  to  him  the  inheritance  of 
♦*  his  fathers,  as  if  men  could  be  bequeathed  and 
♦*  poffefied  hke  lands  ^nd  cattle.  Pretend  not  to 
"  glory,  O  Ranguildas !  or,  if  you  look  for  gratitude, 
"  go  and  feek  it  in  the  heart  of  Bab^r ;  he  owes  it 
*^  you.  You  have  purchafed  it  at  a  great  price,  tho 
\^  happinefs  of  a  whole  nation.** 

Babar,  however,  while  he  was  bringing  his  fubje(3s 
under  the  yoke  of  defpotiiki,  took  Q^re  to  confine  it 
,  within  certain  bounds,  and  to  draw  up  his  inftitutes 
with. fo  much  force,  that  his  fucceflbrs,  though  abfo-' 
lute,  could  not  poffibly  be  unjuft.  The  prince  wa^ 
to  be  the  judge  of  the  people  and  the  arbiter  of  the 
ftate  ;  but  his  tribunal  and  his  council  were  to  fit  in 
public.  Injuflice  and  tyranny  delight  in  darknefs^ 
that  they  may  conceal  themfelves  from  their  inteqd- 
ed  vi(9ims ;  but  when  the  monarch's  aftions  are  to  be 
fubmitted  to  the  infpedion  of  his  fubjefts,  it  is  a  flgn 
he  intends  nothing  but  their  good.  Openly  to  inf^ 
a  number  of  men  affembled,  is  fuch  an  outrage  as 
even  a  tyrant  would  bluih  at. 

The  principal  fupport  of  his  authority  was  a  body 
of  four  thoufand  men,  who  ftyled  themfelves  the  firft 
flaves  of  the  prince.  Out  of  this  body  were  chofeiii 
the  Omrahs,  thofe  perfpns  who  compofed  the  em- 
peror's councils,  and  on  whom  he  beftowed  lands,  di- 
ftinguiflied  by  great  privileges.  This  fort  of  pofleflions 
always  reverted  to  the  crown.    It  wasi  on  thii  condi- 
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tion  that  aU  great  offices  were  given.     So  trae  it  is,  b  o  o  if 
that  defpotifm  enriches  its  flaves  only  to  plunder  i    *^* 
tbem. 

Great  intereft,  howevey,  was  made  for  the  poft  of 
Qmrah.  Whoever  afpired  to  the  government  of  2^ 
province,  made  this  the  objed  of  his  ambition.  To 
prevent  any  projeds  the  governors  might  form  for 
their  own  aggrandizement  or  independence,  they  al- 
ways had  overfeers  placed  about  them,  who  were  not 
under  their  controul,  and  who  were  commiffioned  to 
infpedithe  ufe  they  made  of  th^  military  force  they 
were  intruded  with,  to  keep  the  conquered  Indians 
in  awe.  The  fortified  towns  were  frequently  in  the 
h^nds  of  officers,  who  were  accountable  only  to  the 
court.  That  fufpicious  court  often  fent  for  its  dele- 
gate, and  either  continued  or  removed  him,  as  it  hap- 
pened to  fuit  its  fludyating  policy.  Thefe  changes 
ivere  grown  fo  common,  that  a  new  governor  coming 
out  of  Delhi,  remained  upon  his  elephant  with  his 
face  turned  towards  the  city,  waitings  as  he  faid,  t(\ 
fee  his  Juceeffbr  ^ome  Qut. 

The  form  of  governn^ent,  however,  was  not  the 
fame  throughout  the  empire  ;  for  the  Moguls  had  left 
feveral  Indian  princes  in  pofleffion  of  their  fovereign-. 
ties,  and  even  given  them  a  power  of  tranfmitting 
them  to  their  defcendants.  They  governed  according 
to  th?  laws  of  the  country,  though  accountable  to 
a  nabob  appointed  by  the  court.  They  were  only 
pbliged  to  pay  tribute,  and  to  qonform  to  the  condi- 
tions  ftipulated  with  their  anceftors  at  the  time  of  the 
^onqueft. 

The  conquering  nation  could  not  have  committed 
any  confiderable  ravages,  fince  it  does  not  yet  confti- 
tute  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  population  of  In- 
dia. There  are  a  hundred  millions  of  Indians  to  ten 
millions  of  Tartars.  The  two  nations  have  never  in- 
termixed. The  Indians  are  the  only  farmers  and  ar- 
tificers. They  alone  live  in  the  country,  and  carry 
9n  the  manufadures.    The  Mohammedans  ?re  to  bo 
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BOOK  found  in  the  capital,  at  court,  in  great  cities,  in  the 
^'     camps  and  armies. 

It  appears,  that  at  the  period  when  the  Moguls 
entered  Indoftan,  that  country  was  no  longer  what 
it  had  formerly  been.  The  landed  property,  which, 
in  remote  times,  had  been  fo  firmly  fettled  in  the 
hands  oif  private  perfons,  was  now  generally  become 
the  prey  of  the  depofitaries  of  authority.  All  the 
lands  belonged  to  the  Indian  or  Patau  princes  ;  and 
it  may  eafily  be  imagined  that  favage  conquerors,  funk 
in  ignorance  and  avarice,  did  not  redlify  this  abufe, 
\vhich  is  the.utmoft  ftretch  of  arbitrary  power.  That 
portion  of  the  lands  of  the  empire  which  the  new 
Sovereigns  call  their  own,  was  divided  into  large  go- 
vernments, which  were  called  fubahfhips.  The  fubahs, 
who  were  intrufted  with  the  civil  and  military  go- 
vernment, were  alfo  appointed  Xo  receive  the  revenues. 
This  they  committed  to  the  care  of  tht  nabobs,  whom 
they  eftablilhed  throughout  their  fubahfhips  j  and 
thefe  again  trufted  this  bufinefs  to  private  farmers, 
whofe  immediate  concern  it  was  to  cultivate  the  lands« 
•  At  the  beginning  of  their  year,  which  is  in  June, 
the  nabob*s  officers  agreed  with  the  farmers  for  the 
price  of  their  farm.  A  kind  of  deed  was  drawn  up, 
called  Jamabandi,  which  was  depofited  in  the  chan- 
cery of  the  province ;  after  which,  the  farmers  went, 
each  in  his  own  diftrift,  to  look  for  hulbandmen,  and 
advanced  them  confiderable  fums  to  enable  them  to 
fow  the  ground.  After  harveft,  the  farmers  remitted 
the  produce  of  their  grounds  to  the  nabob's  officers. 

The  nabob  delivered  it  to  the  fubah,  and  the  fubah 
paid  it  into  the  emperor's  treafury.  The  agreements 
were  commonly  for  half  the  produce  of  the.  land  ; 
.  the  other  half  went  to  pay  the  charges  of  culture,  to 
enrich  the  farmers,  and  to  fubfift  thofe  whom  they 
employed  in  tilling  the  land.  In  this  fyftem  were 
comprifed  not  only  com,  which  is  the  principal  crop, 
but  all  other  produftions  of  the  earth.  Betel,  fait, 
and  tobacco,  were  all  formed  in  the  fame  manner. 
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There  were  alfo  fome  cuftom-houfes,  and  fome  du-  b 
ties  upon  tl^e  public  markets  ;  but  no  poll-tax,  or 
any  tax  upon  induftry.  Thefe  arbitrary  rulers  had 
not  thought  of  requiring  any  thing  from  men  who 
had  nothing  left  them.  The  weaver,  fitting  at  his 
loom,  worked  without  folicitude,  and  freely  difpofed  • 
of  the  fruit  of  his  labour. 

This  liberty  extended  to  every  kind  of  moveables. 
They  were  truly  the  property  of  private  perfons,  who 
were  not  accountable  to  any  perfon  for  them.  They 
icould  difpofe  of  them  in  their  lifetime  ;  and,  after 
their  death,  they  devolved  to  their  offspring.  The 
houfes  of  artificers,  the  town  houfes  with  the  little 
gardens  belonging  to  them,  were  hkewife  accounted 
private  property.  They  were  hereditary,  and  miglitbo 
fold.  In  the  latter  cafe,  the  buyer  and  feller  appeared 
before  the  Cothoal.  The  conditions  of  the  barpain 
were  drawn  up  in  writing  ;  and  the  Cothoal  affixed  • 
his  feal  to  the  deed  to  make  it  valid. 

The  fame  formality  was  obferved  with  regard  to 
the  purchafe  of  flaves  ;  that  is,  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men,  who,  under  the  preflure  of  poverty,  chofe  rather 
to  be  in  bondage  to  one  man  who  allowed  them  a 
fubfiftence,  than  to  live  under  that  general  flavery 
in  which  they  had  no  means  of  procuring  the  necef- 
faries  of  life.  They  then  fold  themfelves  for  a  fum 
of  money ;  and  this  was  tranfafted  in  prefence  of  the 
Cothoal,  that  the  matter's  property  might  not  be  con- 
tefted. 

The  Cothoal  was  a  kind  of  notary  public.  There 
was  one  in  every  diftridl  of  a  certain  fize.  It  was  be- 
fore him  that  the  few  deeds  were  tranfafted,  which 
the  nature  of  fuch  a  government  would  admit  of. 
Another  officer,  called  Jemidar,  decided  all  differences 
that  arofe  between  man  and  man  ;  and  his  decifions 
were  almoft  always  definitive,  unlefs  the  caufe  was  a 
very  important  one,  or  unlefs  the  aggrieved  party 
was  rich  enough  to  pay  for  having  it  reverfed  at  the 
nabob's  court.  The  Jemidar  was  hkewife  intrufted 
with  the  police.     He  had  a  power  of  infliding  ffight 
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BOOK  punifhments  ;  but  all  capital  offeDces  were  referved 
*^*  for  the  judgment  of  the  nabob,  as  he  alone  had' 9 
right  to  pronounce  fentepce  of  death. 

Such  a  government,  which  was  no  better  than  a 
defpotifm  gradually  defcepding  from  the  throne  down 
to  the  meaneft  officer,  could  have  no  other  fpring 
than  a  coercive  power  conftantly  exerted.  Accord- 
ingly, as  foon  as  the  rainy  feafon  was  over,  the  mo- 
narch qfiitted  his  capital,  and  refided  in  his  camp. 
The  nabobs,  the  rajas,  and  the  principal  officers, 
were  fummoned  to  attend  him  ;  and  in  this  manner 
he  proceeded  through  all  the  provinces  fucceffively, 
in  military  parade,  which,  however,  did  not  preclude 
political  artifice.  One  great  man  was  often  employ- 
ed to  opprefs  another.  The  moft  odious  refinement 
of  defpotifm  is  that  of  dividing  its  flaves.  T^efe  di- 
vilions  were  fomented  by  informers,  publicly  kept 
by  the  prjnce,  who  were  continually  fpreading  alarm 
and  terror.  Thefe  fpies  were  always  chofen  among 
perfons  of  the  firft  rank.  Corruption  is  at  its  height, 
when  power  can  ennoble  what  is  mean. 

Every  year,  the  great  Mogul  fet  out  on  his  travels, 
more  as  a  conqueror  than  as  a  fovereign.  He  went 
to  adminifter  juftice  in  the  provinces,  as  if  he  were 
going  to  plunder  them;  and  maintained  his  authority 
by  a  parade  of  military  force,  which  makes  arbitrary 
government  a  continnal  ftate  of  war.  This  manner 
of  governing,  though  with  legal  forms,  is  very  dan- 
gerous  for  the  monarch.  So  long  as  the  people  feel 
their  wrongs  merely  through  the  channel  of  thofe 
who  are  inveftcd  with  his  authority,  they  only  mur- 
mur, upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  fovereign  is  ig- 
norant of  them,  and  would  not  fuffer  any  injuftice 
if  he  knew  it :  but  when  the  fovereign  gives  it  a 
ianclion  by  his  prefence  and  by  his  own  decifions, 
then  all  confidence  is  at  an  end;  the  deception  va- 
pifhes  :  he  was  a  god  ;  now  he  is  an  idiot,  or  a  wick- 
ed man. 

The  Mogul  emperors,  however,  have  long  enjoyed 
the  fuperftitious  idea  the  nation  had  conceived  of 
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their  facred  charader.  That  outward .  pomp  which  b 
captivates  the  peopk  more  than  juftice,  becaufe  men 
are  more  affeded  with  what  dazzles  their  eyes,  than 
with  what  is  beneficial  to  them ;  the  richnefs  and 
fplendour  of  the  prince's  court ;  the  grandeur  that 
furrounded  him  in  his  travels ;  all  this  kept  up  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  thofe  prejudices  of  fervile  igno- 
rance, which  trembles  before  the  idol  it  has  raifed. 
The  various  accounts  that  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
us  of  the  luxury  of  the  moft  brilliant  courts  in  the 
wodd,  are  riot  to  be  compared  to  the  oftentatious  pa- 
rade of  the  great  Mogul  when  he  appears  in  pubUcj 
The  elephants,  formerly  fa  dreadful  in  war,  but  which 
are  become  ufelefs  m  an  army  fince  the  ufe  of  can- 
non; thefe  immenfe  animals,  that  are  unknown  in 
our  climates,  give  an  Afiatic  monarch  an  air  of  gran- 
deur, of  which  wc  have  no  conception.  The  people 
fall  proftrate  before  their  majeftic  fovereign,  who  fits 
exalted  upon  a  throne  of  gold,  glittering  with  pre- 
cious ftones,  mounted  on  the  haughty  animal,  who 
proceeds  flowly ,  proud  to  prefent  the  matter  of  a  great 
empire  to  the  refped  of  fo  many  flaves.  Thus,  by 
dazzling  the  eyes  of  men,  or  infpiring  them  with  ter- 
ror, the  Moguls  preferved,  and  even  enlarged  their 
conqucfts.  Aurengzebe  completed  them,  by  making 
himfelf  mafi:er  of  the  whole  peninfula.  All  Indoftan, 
excepting  a  fmall  portion  of  it  along  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar, fubmitted  to  that  fuperftitious  and  barbarous 
tyrant,  who  had  irtibrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
his  father,  his  brothers,  and  his  nephews. 

This  infamous  defpot  mad€  the  Mogul  power  an 
cbjed  of  deteftation ;  but  he  fupported  it  as  long  as 
he  Uved.  At  his  death  it  was  irrecoverably  reduc- 
ed. The  uncertainty,  as  to  the  right  of  fucceflion, 
was  the  firft  caufe  of  the  difturbances  that  arofe  after 
bis  demife,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. Only  one  law  was  generally  acknowledged ; 
that  which  enafted,  that  the  fceptre  (hould  never 
go  out  of  the  family  of  Tamerlane;  but  every  em- 
peror was  at  liberty  to  choofe  his  fucceflor,  without 
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BOOKbeing  obliged  to  regard  the  degree  orconfanguinP 
■_  ^ '  _j  ty.  This  indefinite  right  proved  a  fource  of  difcord^ 
Young  princes,  whofe  birth  entitled  them  to  expedk 
the  crown,  and  who  frequently  were  at  the  head  of 
a  province  and  an  army,  fupported  their  claim  fword- 
in-hand,  and  paid  little  regard  to  the  will  of  a  mo- 
narch who  was  no  more.  This  happened  at  the  death 
of  Aurengzebe.  His  rich  fpoils  were  ftained  with 
blood.  In  thefe  convulfions  of  the  ftate,  the  fpringsf 
that  reftrained  an  army  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
men  were  relaxed.  Every  nabob  aimed  at  being  in- 
dependent, increafing  the  contributions  raifed  upon 
the  people,  and  leffening  the  tributes  fent  into  the 
emperor's  treafury.  No  longer  was  any  thing  regu- 
lated by  Jaw ;  all  was  carried  on  by  caprice,  or  thrown 
into  confufion  by^iolent  meafures^ 

The  education  of  the  young  princes  ptomifed  no 
remedy  for  all  thefe  evils.  Left  to  the  care  of  women 
till  the  age  of  feven  years,  tutored  afterwards  in  fome 
religious  principles,  they  wafted  in  the  foft  indul- 
gences of  a  feraglio  thofe  years  of  youth  and  a<ftivi- 
ty  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  forming  the  man, 
and  inftruding  him  in  the  knowledge  of  life.  Care 
was  taken  to  enervate  them,  that  they  might  not  be- 
come dangerous.  Confpiracies  of  children  againft 
their  fathers  were  frequent.  A  fufpicious  fyftem  of 
policy  tended  to  weaken  thq  charader  of  thefe  young 
men,  in  order  that  they  fhould  not  be  capable  of 
committing  a  crime.  Hence  that  fhocking  thought 
of  an  oriental  poet,  that  fathers^  while  their  fons  are 
living,  are  fondeji  of  their  grandfons,  hecaufe  they  love 
in  them  the  enemies  of  their  enemies. 

The  Moguls  retained  nothing  of  thofe  hardy  man- 
ners they  had  brought  with  them  from  their  moun- 
tains. Thofe  among  them  who  were  advanced  ta 
high  offices,  or  had  acquired  large  fortunes,  changed 
their  habitations,  according  to  the  feafons.  In  thefe 
retiremients,  which  were  fome  of  them  more  delight- 
,  ful  than  others,  they  lived  in  houfes  built  only  of 
clay  or  earth,  but  the  infide  of  which  prefented  every 
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Afiatic  luxury,  together  with  all  the  pomp  of  thes  o  o  k 
ihoft  corrupted  courts.     Wherever  men  cannot  raife      ^^• 
a  lading  fortune,  nor  tranfmit  it  to  their  pofterity,       ' 
they  arc  defirous  of  crowding  all  their  enjoyments  in 
the  only  moment  they  can  call  their  own.     Every 
pleafure,  and  even  life  itfelf,  is  exhaufted  in  the  midft 
of  perfumes  and  women. 

The  Mogul  empire  was  in  this  Hate  of  weaknefs* 
when  it  was.  attacked,  in  1738,  by  the  famous  Na- 
dercha,  better  known  among  us  by  the  name  of 
Thamas  Kouli-Kan.  .  The  innumerable  armies  of  In- 
dia were  difperfed,  without  refiftance,  by  a  hundred 
thoufand  Perfians ;  as  thofe  very  Perlians  had  for- 
merly fled  before  thirty  thoufand  Greeks  trained  by 
Alexander  Thamas  entered  viftorious  into  Delhi^ 
received  the  homage  of  Muhammet,  fuflfered  that 
weak  monarch  to  live  and  to  reign,  vmited  to  Perfia 
all  the  provinces  that  fuited  him,  and  returned  load- 
ed with  an  immenfe  booty,  the  fpoils  of  Indoftan. 

Muhammet,  defpifed  by  his  conqueror,  was  ftill 
more  fo  by  his  fubjeds.  The  great  men  would  not 
ferve  under  a  vaflal  of  the  king  of  Perfia.  The  na- 
l^obfhips  became  independent,  paying  only  a  fmall 
tribute.  In  vain  did  the  emperor  declare  that  the 
nabobs  fhould  ftill  be  removeable  ;  each  of  them 
ftrove  with  all  his  power  to  make  his  dignity  heredi- 
tary, and  the  fword  decided  every  conteft.  The  fub- 
jeds  were  conftantly  at  war  with  their  mafter,  and 
were  not  confidered  as  rebels.  Whoever  could  afford 
to  pay  a  body  of  troops,  pretended  to  a  fovereignty. 
The  only  formality  obferved  was,  to  counterfeit  the 
emperor's  fign  manual  in  a  firman^  or  warrant  of  in- 
veftiture.  It  was  brought  to  the  ufurper,  who  re- 
ceived it  on  his  knees.  This  farce  was  neceflary  to 
impofe  upon  the  people,  who  had  ftill  refped  enough 
remaining  for  the  family  of  Tamerlane,  to  choofe  that 
all  authority  fliould,  at  leaft,  appear  to  proceed  from 
that  fource. 

Thus  did  difcord,  ambition,  and  anarchy,  opprefs 
this  beautiful  region  of  Indoftan.     Crimes  could  the 
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BOOK  more  eafily  be  concealed,  as  it  was  the  cuftom  of  th^ 
,  ,  ^^'  ,  great  never  to  write  but  in  ambiguous  terms,  and  to 
'  employ  none  but  obfcure  agents,  whom  they  difown* 
ed  when  they  found  it  neceflary.  Aflaffination  and 
poifoning  became  common  crimes,  which  were  buried 
in  the  dark  recefles  of  thofe  impenetrable  palaces,  full 
of  attendants,  ever  ready  to  perpetrate  the  blackeft 
ads  on  the  lead  fignal  from  their  matter. 

The  foreign  troops  that  were  called  in  by  the  eon^ 
tending  parties,  completed  the  miferies  of  this  un- 
happy country.  They  carried  off  all  the  riches  of  th6 
land,  or  obliged  the  owners  to  bury  them  under 
ground  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  the  treafures  amaffed 
for  fo  many  ages  gradually  difappeared.  A  general 
dejedion  enfued.  The  grounds  lay  fallow,  and  thd 
manufadures  flood  ftiU.  The  people  would  ho  longer 
work  for  foreign  plunderers,  or  domeftic  oppreflbrs* 
Want  and  femine  were  foon  felt.  Thefe  calamities, 
which  for  ten  years  had  infefted  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  began  to  vifit  the  coaft  of  Coromstndel.  The 
wife  Nizam-el  Muluck,  fubah  of  the  Decan,  was  now 
no  more.  His  prudence  and  talents  had  kept  that 
part  of  India  which  he '  Commanded  in  a  flourifhing 
ftate.  The  European  merchants  were  apprehenfive 
that  their  trade  might  fail  when  it  had  loft  that  fupport. 
They  faw  no  refource  againft  that  danger,  but  to  have 
a  territory  of  their  own,  large  enough  to  contain  a 
number  of  manufadurers  fufficient  to  make  up  their 
lading. 
Metniem*..  Dupleix  was  the  firft  who  coiifidered  this  as  at 
S^^F^*^^  ^radicable  fcheme.  The  war  had  brought  many 
to  acquire  troops  to  Pondichcrry,  with  which  he  hoped,  by  ra- 
fcf6oiS°in  pid  conquefts,  to  procure  greater  advantages  than  the 
i6dia.  rival  nations  had  obtained  by  a  fteady  condud  and 
mature  deliberation. 

He  had  long  ftudied  tlie  charader  of  the  Moguls, 
their  intrigues,  and  their  political  interefts.  He  had 
iicquired  fuch  knowledge  of  thefe  matters  as  might 
have  been  furprifing  even  in  a  man  brought  up  at 
the  court  of  Delhi.     This  knowledge,  deeply  com- 
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f>ined,  had  convinced  him  that  it  would  be  in  his  b  o  o  k 
jpowcr  to  attain  a  principal  influence  in  the  affairs  of.  ^^  ^ 
Indoftan  ;  poffibly^  to  manage  them  at  his  pleafure,  ' 
His  fpirit,  which  prompted  him  to  attempt  more  than 
he  was  able  to  perform,  gave  additional  ftrength  to 
his  refle<^ons;  Nothing  terrified  him  in  the  great 
part  he  propofed  to  ad  at  the  diftance  of  fix  thdufand 
leagues  from  his  native  country.  In  vain  did  his 
friends  reprefent  to  him  the  dangers  attending  fuch 
an  undertaking ;  he  confidered  nothing  but  the  glori* 
bus  advantage  of  fecuring  to  France  a  new  dominion 
in  the  heart  of  Afia ;  of  enabUng  her,  by  the  revenues 
annexed  to  it,  td  defray  the  charges  of  trade  and  the 
expences  of  fovereignty  ;  and  even  of  freeing  her 
From  the  tribute  which  our  luxury  pays  to  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  Indians,  by  {Procuring  rich  and  numer* 
ous  cargoes,  which  fhould  not  be  bought  with  any 
exports  of  money,  but  with  the  overflowings  of  the 
new  revenues.  Full  of  this  great  projedl,  Dupleix 
eagerly  feized  the  firfl;  opportunity  that  offered  to  put 
it  in  execution,  and  foon  took  upon  him  to  difpofe  of 
the  fubahihip  of  the  Decan,  and  the  nabobfhip  of  the 
Camatic,  in  favour  of  two  men  who  were  ready  to 
give  up  any  thing  he  Ihould  require. 

The  fubahfliip  of  the  Decan  is  a  vic^royalty,  ma^e 
iip  of  feveral  provinces  which  were  formerly  fo  many 
independent  ftates.  It  extends  from  Cape  Comoriii 
to  the  Ganges;  The  fubah  has  the  fuperintendence 
of  all  the  Indian  princes,  and  all  the  Mogul  governors 
within  his  jurifdidion  ;  and  in  his  hands  are  depofited 
the  contributions  that  are  deftined  to  fill  the  public 
treafure.  He  can  compel  his  inferior  officers  to  at- 
tend him  in  all  military  expeditions  he  may  think 
j[>roper  to  make  into  the  countries  under  his  domi- 
hion ;  but  he  is  not  allowed  to  march  them  into  a 
foreign  territory,  without  an  exprefs  order  from  the 
emperor* 

The  fubahihip  of  the  Decan  becoming  vacant  in- 
1748,  Dupleix,  after  a  feries  of  events  and  revolutions^ 
in  which  the  conuption  of  the  Moguls,  the  weaknefe 
Vol  IL  H 
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B  o  o  K  of  the  Indians,  and  the  boldnefs  of  the  French,  were 
^v-  equally  confpicuous,  difpofed  of  it,  towards  the  be- 
'  ginning  of  the  year  1 751,  in  favour  of  Salabat-jing,  a 
fon  of  the  late  viceroy. 

This  fuccefs  fecurcd  great  advantages  to  the  French 
fettlements  along  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  but  Pon- 
dicherry  was  a  place  of  fuch  importance,  that  it  was 
thought  to  deferve  a  particular  attention.  This  town, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  Carnatic,  has  fuch  conftant 
and  immediate  connexions  with  the  nabob  of  that 
rieh  diftria,  that  it  was  thought  advifable  to  procure 
the  government  of  the  province  for  a  man  whofe  af- 
fedtion  and  fubmiffion  might  be  depended  upon.  The 
choice  fell  upon  Chunda-f^b,  a  relation  of  the  late 
nabob,  well  known  for  his  intrigues,  his  misfortunes, 
his  warlike  exploits,  and  his  fteadinefs  of  temper. 

In  return  for  their  fervices,  the  French  made  him 
give  up  an  immenfe  territory.  The  principal  of  their 
acquilitions  was  the  ifland  of  Seringham,  formed  by 
the  two  branches  of  the  Caveri.  This  long  and  fer- 
tile ifland  derives  its  name  and  its  confequence  from  a 
pagoda,  which  is  fortified,  as  are  mofl  great  buildings 
that  are  devoted  to  public  worfliip.  The  temple  is 
furrounded  with  feven  fquare^enclofures,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  each  other, 
and  formed  by  walls  of  a  moderate  height,  which  are 
proportionably  thick.  The  altar  fliands  in  the  centre. 
A  fingle  monument  of  this  kind,  with  its  fortifica- 
tions, and  the  myfteries  and  riches  it  contains,  is 
more  hkely  to  enforce  and  perpetuate  a  religion, 
than  a  multiplicity  of  temples  and  priefts  difperfed 
in  different  towns,  with  their  facrifices,  ceremoniesy 
prayers,  and  difcourfes,  which,  by  their  number, 
their  frequent  repetition,  and  their  being  f>erformed 
in  public,  are  apt  to  tire  the  people :  thefe  are  alfo 
expofed  to  the  contempt  of  eplightened  reafon,  to 
dangerous  profanations,  or  to  the  flight  and  negleft 
of  the  people  ;  a  circumfliance  which  the  priefts  dread 
more  than  facrilege  itfelf.  The  priefts  of  India,  as 
wife  as  thofe  of  Egypt,  fuffer  no  ftranger  to  penetrate 
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into  the  pagoda  of  Seringham.     Amidft  the  fables  in  b  6  o  k 
which  the  hiftory  of  this  temple  is  involved,  proba-      ^^• 
bly  fome  acute  philofopher  might,  if  he  were  admit*       ' 
ted  into  it,  trace  from  the  emblems,  the  form  and 
conftrudlion  of  the  edifice,  and  the  fuperftitious  prac-i 
tices  and  traditions  peculiar  to  that  facred  enclofure, 
many  fources  of  inllrudion,  and  acquire  an  infight 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  moft  remote  ages.     Pilgrims 
refort  thither  from  all  parts  of  Indoftan,  to  obtain 
abfolution  of  their  fins,  and  always  bring  an  offering 
proportionable  to  their  circumftances*     Thefe  gifts 
weri  llill  fo  confiderable  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  as  to  maintain  forty  thdufand  men  in  a     ^ 
life  of  floth  and  idlenefs.     The  Bramins  of  this  tem- 
ple,   though  under  the  reftraints  of  fubordination, 
were  feldom  known  to  quit  their  retirement  for  the 
more  bufy  fcenes  of  intrigue  and  politics; 

Independent  of  other  advantages  which  the  French 
enjoyed  by  the  acquifition  of  Seringham,  the  fitu- 
ation  gave  them  great  influence  over  the  neighbour- 
ing countries,  and  an  abfolute  command  over  the 
kingdom  of  Tanjour,  as  they  could  at  any  time  flop 
the  waters  that  were  wanted  for  the  culture  of  the 
rice. 

The  territories  of  Karical  aild  Pdndicherfy  obtain- 
ed an  acceflion  of  ten  leagues  each,  with  fourfcord 
villages.  If  thefe  acquifitions  were  not  fo  confider- 
able as  that  of  Seringham  in  poinf  of  pohtical  inllu- 
enccj  they  were  much  more  fo  with  regard  to  trade. 
•  But  this  was  a  trifling  acquifition^  compared  to  the 
territory  that  was  gained  to  the  North,  which  com- 
prehended the  Condavir,  Mafulipatnara,  the  ifland 
of  Divi,  and  the  four  provinces  of  Muftafanagui*, 
Elur,  Rajamandry,- and  Chicakol.  Such  important 
conceflions  made  the  French  matters  of  the  coaft  for 
the  fpace  of  fix  hundred  miles,  and  procured,  them 
the  beft  linen  in  Indoftan.  It  is  true  they  were  to 
enjoy  the  four  provinces  no  longer  than  they  fliould  ^ 
fiirnifli  the  fubah  with  a  ftipulated  number  of  troops, 
and  maintain  them  at  their  own  expence ;  but  this 
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BOOK  agreement^  which  was  only  binding  to  their  hoxkt&yp 

.    ^y-  J  gave  them  little  concern.    Their  ambitioa  made  them 

already  think  tbemfelves  in  pofleffion  of  the  treafures 

that  had  been  heaped  up  in  thofe  yaft  regions  for  fo 

many  ages. 

The  ambitious  views  of  the  French,  and  their  pro- 
jefts  of  conqueft,  were  carried  much  beyond  this* 
They  propofed  to  obtain  a  eeifion  of  the  capital  of 
the  Portuguefe  colonies,  and  to  feize  upon  the  di- 
ftrid  of  a  triangular  form,  which  lies  between  Mafu-> 
lipatnam,  Goa,  and  Cape  Comorin. 

In  the  mean  time,  till  they  could  realize  thefe  bril- 
liant chimeras,  they  coofidered  the  perfonal  honours* 
that  were  lavifhed  upon  Dupleix  as  a  preiage  of  the 
greateft  profperity.  It  is  well  known,  that  every 
foreign  colony  is  in  fome  degree  odious  to  the  na- 
tives ;  it  is  therefore  good  policy  to  endeavour  to  lef- 
fen  this  averfion^  and  the  fureft  way  to  attain  that 
end  is,  to  conform  as  much  as  poffible  to  the  cuftom& 
and  manners  of  the  country.  This  maxim,  which  is 
in  general  true,  is  more  particularly  fo  in  countries 
where  the  people  refled  but  little;  and  is  confe- 
quently  fo  in  India* 

The  inclination  which  the  French  commander  had 
for  Afiatic  pomp,  was  ftill  a  further  inducement  with 
him,  to  conform  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  was  exceedingly  rejoiced  when  he  faw 
himfelf  invefted  with  the  dignity  of  a  nabob,.  That 
title  put  him*  upon  a  level  with  thofe  whofe  protec- 
tion he  folicited  before,  and  afforded  him  confider-' 
able  opportunities  to  pave  the  way  for  thofe  great  re- 
volutions he  meditated,  in  order  to  promote  the  im- 
portant interefls  he  was  intruded  with.^  He  enter- 
tained itiU  greater  llopes  on  being,  appointed  gover- 
nor of  all  the  Mogul  pofiejQions^  throughout  an  ex- 
tent little  inferior  to  the  whofe  kingdom  of  France. 
All  the  revenues  of  thofe  rich  provinces  were  to  be 
depofited  in  his  hands,  and  he  waa  accountable  ta 
none  but  the  fubah  himfelf. 

Though  thefe  agreements  entered  into  by  mer- 
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chants  could  not  be  very  pleafing  to  the  court  of  DeU  book 
hi,  they  were  not  much  jafraid  of  its  refcntment.  ^  _"^ 
The  emperor,  being  in  want  of  men  and  money,  which 
the  fubahs,  the  nabobs,  the  rajahs,  his  meaneft  de- 
legates, took  upon  themfelves  to  refufe  him,  found 
himfelf  attacked  on  all  fides. 

The  Rajaputes,  defcended  from  thofe  Indians  with 
whom  Alexander  had  been  engaged  in  battle,  being 
driven  out  of  their  lands  by  the  Moguls,  took  ihelter 
in  fome  mountains  that  are  almoft  inaccelEble/  Con* 
tinual  difturbances  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  think 
of  conquefts  ;  but  in  the  intervals  of  their  diflenfions, 
they  make'  inroads  that  cannot  £iil  of  haralfing  an 
empire  already  exhaufted. 

The  Patans  are  ftill  more  formidable  enemies. 
Driven  by  the  Moguls  from  moft  of  the  thrones  of 
Indoftan,  they  have  taken  refuge  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Imaus,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  Caucafus.  That 
fituation  has  ftrangely  altered  their  manners,  and 
given  them  a  fiercenefs  of  temper  which  they  had 
not  in  a  milder  climate.  War  is  their  chief  employ- 
ment. They  ferve  alike  under  the  banners  of  Indian 
or  Mohammedan  princes ;  but  their  obedience  is  not 
equal  to  their  valour.  Whatever  crime  they  may 
have  been  guilty  of,  it  is  dangerous  to  punilh  them  ; 
for  they  arefo  vindidive,  tjiat  they  will  murder  when  • 
they  are  weak,  and  revolt  when  they  are  ftrong 
enough  to  attempt  any  bold  enterprife.  Since  the 
reigning  power  has  loft  its  ftrength,  the  nation  has 
ihaken  off  the  yoke.  Not  many  years  ago,  their 
TCuerals  carried  on  their  ravages  as  far  as  Delhi,  and 
did  not  quit  that  capital  till  they  had  plundered  it. 

To  the  north  of  Indoftan  is  a  nation,  which,  though 
lately  known,  is  the  more  formidable  for  being  a  new 
enemy.  This  people,  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of 
Sheiks,  have  found  means  to  free  themfelves  from 
the  chains  of  defpotifm  and  fuperftition,  though  fur- 
rounded  by  nations  of  flaves.  They  are  faid  to  be 
followers  of  a  philofopher  of  Thibet,  who  infpired 
them  with  fome  notions  of  liberty,  and  taught  them 
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BOOK  Theifm  without  any  mixture  of  fuperftition.  They, 
■  ^J'  p  firft  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury ;  but  were  then  confidered  rather  as  a  fed  thau 
as  a  nation.  During  the  calamities  of  the  Mogul 
empire,  their  number  increafed  confiderably  by  apof* 
tates  of  all  religions,  who  joined  with  them,  and 
fought  fhelter  among  them  from  the  oppreflions  and 
fury  of  their  tyrants.  To  be  admitted  of  that  for. 
ciety, .  nothing  more  is  required  than  to  fwear  im-^ 
placable  hatred  agaiaft  monarchy.  It  is  aflerted, 
that  they  have  a  temple,  with  an  altar,  on  which 
Hands  their  code  of  laws,  and  next  to  it  a  fceptre  and 
a  dagger.  Four  old  men  are  elefted,  who  occafion- 
ally  confult  the  law,  which  is  the  only  fupreme  pow- 
er this  republic  obeys.  The  Sheiks  adually  poflefs 
the  whole  province  of  Punjal,  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Moultan  and  the  Sindi,  both  banks  of  the  Indus, 
from  Caffimere  to  Tatta,  and  all  the  country  towards 
Delhi,  from^  Labor  to  Serhend  :  they  can  raife  an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  good  cavalry. 

But  of  all  the  enemies  of  the  Moguls,  none  are, 
perhaps,^  fo  dangerous  as  the  Marattas.  This  nation, 
of  late  lb  famous,  as  far  as  the  obfcurity  of  their  ori- 
gin  and  hiftoiy  will  allow  us  to  conjefture,  poflefled 
feveral  provinces  of  Indoftan,  from  whence  they  were 
driven  by  the  fear  or  the  arms  of  the  Moguls.  They 
fled  into  the  mountains  which  extend  from  Surat  to 
Goa,  and  there  formed  feveral  tribes,  which  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  united  into  one  ftate,  of  which  Satarah 
was  for  a  long  time,  and  Ponah  now  is,  the  capital. 

Moft  of  them  carried  vice  and  licentioufnefs  to  all 
the  excefles  which  might  be  expedled  from  an  igno- 
rant people,  who  have  caft  off  the  yoke  of  prejudices, 
without  fubftituting  wholefome  laws  and  knowledge 
in  their  ftead.  Tired  of  laudable  and  peaceful  la- 
bours, they  thought  of  nothing  but  rapine.  Yet 
this  was  confined  to  the  plundering  of  a  few  villages, 
and  the  robbing  of  fome  caravans ;  till  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  being  threatened  by  Aurengzcbe,  made 
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them  fenfible  of  their  ftrength,  by  unploring  their  b 
affiftance. 

At  this  period,  they  were  feen  coining  out  of  their 
rocks,  mounted  on  fmaU  and  ill-fhaped  horfes,  but 
flout,^  and  accuftomed  to  indifferent  feeding,  to  diffi- 
cult roads,  and  to  exccffive  fatigue.  The  whole  accou- 
trement of  a  Maratta  horfemap  conlifted  of  a  turban,  a 
girdle,  and  a  cloak.  His  provifions  were  a  Uttle  bag 
of  rice,  and  ^  leather  bottle  full  of  water.  His  only 
weapop  w^s  ^n  excellent  fabre. 

lifotwitliftanding  the  affiftance  of  thefe  barbarians, 
the  Indian  princes  were  forced  to  bend  to  the  yoke 
of  Aurengzebe ;  but  the  conqueror,  weary  of  con- 
tending with  irregular  troops,  which  were  continual- 
ly ravaging  the  pewly-reduced  provinces,  determin- 
ed to  conclude  a  treaty  that  would  have  been  dif- 
honourable,  had  it  not  been  didated  by  neceffity, 
which  is  ftronger  than  prejudices,  oaths,  and  laws. 
He  ceded  for  ever  to  the  Marattas  the  fourth  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Decan,  a  fubahftiip  formed  out 
of  all  his  ufurpations  in  the  peninfula. 

This  kind  of  tribute  was  regularly  paid  as  long  a3 
AurengT^ebe  Uved.  After  his  death,  it  was  granted 
or  refufed  according  to  circumftances.  The  levying  of 
it  brought  the  Marattas  in  arms  to  the  remoteft  parts 
of  their  mountains.  Their  boldnefs  increafed  during 
the  anarchy  of  Indoftan.  They  have  made  the  em- 
pire tremble';  they  have  depofed  monarchs;  they 
have  extended  their  frontiers ;  they  have  granted 
their  protedion  to  rajas  and  nabobs  who  ftrove  to 
be  independant,  and  their  influence  has  been  un- 
bounded. 

While  the  court  of  Delhi  was  with  difficulty  con- 
tending with  fo  many  enemies,  all  confpiring  to  ef- 
feft  its  ruin,  M.  de  Bufly,  who,  with  a  fniall  corps  of 
French  troops,  and  an  army  of  Indians,  had  con- 
duced Salabat-jing  to  Aurengabad  his  capital,  en- 
deavoured to  eftablifli  him  on  the  throne  where  he 
had  placed  him.     The  weaknefs  of  the  prince,  the 
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9  o  o  R  confpiracies  which  it  occafioned,  the  firmans  or  privi* 
■_  ^y*  ■  leges  which  had  been  granted  to  rivals,  and  other, 
impediments,  obftruded,  but  could  not  fubyert  his 
projeds.  By  his  means  the  prince  reigned  more 
peaceably  under  the  protedion  of  the  French  than 
could  have  been  expeded,  confidering  the  circum^ 
fiances  of  his  fituatipn  ;  and  he  prefer v^d  him  abfo- 
lutely  independent  of  the  head  of  the  empireir 

Chunda-Saeb,  appointed  nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
was  not  in  fo  happy  a  fituation.  The  Englifli,  ever 
in  oppofition  to  the  French,  had  ftirred  up  a  rival 
againft  him,  named  Mohammed-Ali-Khan.  The 
names  of  thofe  two  princes  ferved  as  a  pretence  for 
carrying  on  a  vigorous  war  between  the  two  nations : 
they  fought  for  glory,  for  wealth,  and  to  ferve  the 
paffions  of  their  refpedive  commanders,  Dupleix  and 
Saunders.  Vidory  declared  alternately  for  each 
army.  Succefs  would  not  have  been  fo  fluduating,  had 
the  governor  of  Madras  had  more  troops,  or  the  go- 
vernor of  Pondicherry  better  oflScers.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  conjedure  which  of  thofe  two  men,  who  were 
both  of  the  fame,  inflexible  temper,  would  in  the  end 
obtain  the  fuperiority  ;  but  it  was  very  certain  that 
neither  would  fubmit,  while  he  had  either  troops  or 
money  left.  Nor  was  it  likely  that  either  of  them 
would  foon  be  reduced  to  this  extremity,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  amazing  efforts,  becaufe  they  both 
found  fuch  refources  in  their  hatred  and  their  genius, 
as  even  the  moft  able  men  could  not  have  any  con- 
ception of,  It  was  evident  that  the  difturbances  in 
the  Camatic  would  not  be  at  an  end,  unlefs  the 
peace  was  firft  fettled  in  Europe ;  and  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  the  flame,  which  had  been  confined  to 
India  for  fix  years,  might  fpread  further. .  Themini- 
fters  of  France  and  England  obviated  this  danger, 
by  enjoining  the  two  Companies  to  fix  certain  terms 
of  agreement.  They  made  a  conditional  treaty, 
which  began  by  fufpending  all  hoftilities  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1755 ;  and  was  to  end  by 
tftabhlhing  between  them  a  perfed  equality  of  terri- 
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tpfy,  of  ftrength,  and  of  trade,  on  the  coafts  of  Co-  b  o  o  i^ 
romandel  and  Orixa.     This  ftipulation  had  not  yet ,    ^y-    ^ 
received  the  fandion  of  the  courts  of  London  and 
YerfaiUes,  when  greater  interefts  kindled  a  frefh  war 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  report  of  this  great  conteft,  which  began  in  war  be- 
North  America,   and  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the^^iS^^^ 
univerfe,  reached  the  Eaft  Indies  at  a  time  when  the  ^'^^^'    , 
Enghfh  were  engaged  in  a  very  intricate  war  with  ipftTaiiXir 
the  fubah  of  Bengal.     Had  the  French  been  then  in  fctticmcm*, 
the  fame  ftate  they  were  fome  years  before,  they 
would  have  joined  with  the  natives.     From  narrow 
views  and  ill-judged  interefts,  they  were  defirous  of 
entering   into  a  formal   convention,   to   fecure  the 
neutraUty    which    had    fubfifted  on   the   banks    of 
the  Ganges  during  the  laft  difturbances.   Their  rivals 
amufed  them  with  the  hopes   of  fettling  this  con- 
vention, fo  long  as  they  wanted  to  keep  them  in  a 
ftate  of  inadion.     But  as  foon  as  their  fuccefles  had 
enabled  them  to  make  their  own  terms,  they  attacked 
Chandernagore.     The  redudion  of  this  place  was 
followed  by  the  ruin  of  all  the  faftories  dependent 
upon  it,  ^nd  put  the  EngUfti  in  a  condition  to  fend 
men,  money,  provifions,  and  ftiips,  to  the  toaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  where  the  French  were  juft  arrived  with 
tonfiderable  land  and  fea  forces. 
•    Thefe  forces,  deftined  to  proted  the  fettlements 
of  their  own  nation,  and  deftroy  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
were  more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  both  thofe  pur- 
pofes.     The  only  point  was  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
them  ;  but  there  was  a  miftake  in  this  from  the  be- 
ginning, as  will  plainly  appear  from  the  following 
obfervations. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  Com- 
pany poflefled,  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa 
Mafulipatnam,  with  five  provinces  ;  a  large  circuit 
of  land  about  Pondicherry,  which  for  a  long  time  . 
before  had  been  nothing  but  a  fandbank  ;  and  an 
extent  nearly  of  the  fame  fize  in  the  neighbourhood 
Of  Karical ;   and,   laftly,   the  ifland  of  Seringham. 
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^  o  o  K  Thefe  pofleffions  made  four  trads  of  country,  too  far 
diftant  to  fupport  each  other.  They  bore  the  marks 
of  the  wild  fancy  and  extravagant  imagination  of 
Dupleix,  who  had  made  thefe  acquifitions 

Thefe  political  errors  might  have  been  amended. 
Dupleix,  who  compenfated  for  his  defeds  by  his 
great  qualities,  had  acquired  fo  great  an  influence, 
that  he  was  offered  the  perpetual  government  of  the 
Carnatic.  It  was  the  moft  flourilhing  province  in  all 
the  Mogul  empire.  By  Angular  and  fortunate  cir- 
cumilances,  it  had  been  governed  fucceffively  by 
three  nabobs  pf  the  fame  family,  who  had  been 
equally  attentive  to  agriculture  and  induftry.  General 
felicity  had  been  the  refult  of  this  rAild  government 
and  public- fpirited  conduft,  and  the  public  revenues 
had  increafed  to  twelve  millions  [50,0001.],  A  fixth 
part  of  this  fum  would  have  been  given  to  Salabat- 
jing,  and  the  refl  would  have  been  for  the  Company. 

If  the  miniftry  and  the  diredion,  who  alternately 
fupported  and  negledled  their  power  in  India,  had 
but  been  capable  of  a  firm  and  fettled  refolution, 
they  might  have  fent  orders  to  their  agent  to  give  up 
all  the  remote  conquefts,  and  to  be  content  with  that 
important  fettlement.  It  was  alone  fufficient  to  give 
the  French  a  firm  eftablilhment,  a  compaft  territory 
in  which  the  fettlements  would  be  contiguous,  a  very 
large  quantity  of  merchandife,  provifions  for  their 
fortified  towns,  and  revenues  fufficient  to  maintain  a 
body  of  troops  ;  which  would  have  enabled  them  to 
fet  the  jealoufy  of  their  neighbours,  and  the '  hatred 
of  their  enemies,  at  defiance.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
the  court  of  Verfailles  ordered  that  Dupleix  fhould 
not  accept  of  the  Carnatic ;  and  affairs  remained  as 
ihey  were  before  that  propofal. 

The  fituation  was  criticaL  Dupleix  was,  perhaps, 
the  only  man  who  could  fupport  himfelf  in  it,  or  in 
.  his  Head  the  celebrated  officer  who  had  had  the  great- 
eft  fliare  in  his  confidence,  and  was  beft  acquaintedjyith 
his'fchemes.  The  contrary  opinion  prevailed.  T)u- 
pleix  had  been  recalled.     The  general  who  was  ap- 
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pointed  to  condud  the  Indian  war,  imagined  he  mud  book 
demolilh  a  ftrufture  which  ought  only  to  have   been  ■    'y*    , 
fupported  in  thofe  troublefome  times,  and  difcovered 
his  defigns  in  fo  public  a  manner,  as  contributed  great 
\y  to  heighten  the  imprudence  of  his  refolutions. 

This  man,  whofe  ungovernable  temper  could  never 
adapt  itfelf  to  circumftances,  had  received  from  nature 
none  of  thofe  quaUties  that  render  a  man  fit  for  com- 
mand. He  was  governed  by  a  gloomy,  impetuous, 
and  irregular  imagination  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  per- 
petual contrail  between  his  converfation  and  his  pro- 
jefts,  and  between  his  projeds  and  his  adUons,  Paflion- 
ate,  fufpicious,  jealous,  and  pofitive  to  excefs,  he  creat- 
ed  an  univerfal  diffidence  and  dejedlion,  and  excited 
animofities  never  to  be  fuppreflTed.  His  military  ope- 
rations, his  civil  government,  his  political  combina- 
tions, all  bore  evident  marks  of  the  confufion  of  his 
ideas. 

The  evacuation  of  the  ifland  of  Seringham  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  difafters  that  attended  the  wap 
with  Tanjour.  Mafulipatnam,  and  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, were  loft,  from  having  given  up  the  alliance 
of  Salabat-jing.  The  inferior  powers  of  the  Carnatic, 
who  no  longer  refpeded  the  French  for  the  fake  of 
their  old  friend  the  fubah  of  the  Decan,  completed 
the  general  ruin  by  efpoufing  other  interefts. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  fquadron,  though 
fuperior  to  the  Enghfti,  with  which  it  had  engaged 
three  feveral  times  without  gaining  any  advantage 
over  it,  was  at  laft. obliged  to  leave  it  mafter  of  the 
feas,  by  which  the  fate  of  India  was  decided.  Pon- 
dicherry,  after  ftruggfing  with  all  the  horrors  of  fa- 
mine, was  forced  to  furrender  on  the  15th  of  January 
1 761.  Lally  had,  the  day  before,  corre<Sed  a  plan 
of  capitulation  drawn  up  by  the  council  ;  he  had 
named  deputies  to  carry  it  to  the  enemy's  camp  ; 
and,,  by  a  contradidtion  that  was  charadleriftic  of  the 
man,  he  gave  the  deputies  a  letter  for  the  Englifli 
^ener^l,  in  which  he  told  him,  be  would  have  no  cur 
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300  Kpkulation,  becaufe  the  Englifb  were  fucb  people  thai  tbey 
^'    .  would  not  adhere  to  it. 

In  taking  poflelfion  of  the  place,  the  conqueror 
caufed  not  only  the  troops  that  had  defended  it,  but 
all  the  Frepch  in  the  Company's  fervice,  to  be  fliip- 
ped  off  for  Europe  ;  and,  not  fatisfied  even  with  that 
revenge,  they  deftroyed  Pondicherry,  and  made  that 
noble  city  a  heap  of  ruins. 

Thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  fent  over  to 
France,  arrived  in  defpair,  at  having  loft  their  fortunes, 
and  feen  their  houfes  demoliihed  as  they  quitted  the 
Ihore.  They  filled  Paris  with  their  clamours  ;  they 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  public  a^alnft  their 
governor ;  they  impeached  him  as  the  author  of  all 
their  miferies,  and.  the  fole  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  a 
flourifhing  colony.  Lally  was  taken  up  and  tried  by 
the  parliament.  He  had  been  accufed  of  high  treafon 
and  extortion ;  of  the  firft  he  was  acquitted,  and  of 
the  fecond  no  proof  could  be  brought  j  yet  Lally  was 
condemned  to  lofe  his  head. 

Let  us  alk,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  what  his 
crime  was,  that  it  fhould  be  punifhable  by  law  ?  The 
awful  fword  of  juftice  was  not  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  magiftrate  to  gratify  private  refentment,  or  even 
to  follow  the  emotious  of  public  indignation.  The 
law  alone  mUft  point  out  its  own  vidims  ;  and,  if  the 
clamours  of  a  blind  and  incenfed  multitude  could 
fway  with  the  judges  to  pronounce  a  capital  fentence, 
the  innocent  rnight  fuffer  for  the  guilty,  and  there 
would  be  no  fafety  for  the  citizen.  In  this  point  of 
view  let  us  eicamine  the  fentence. 

It  declares;  that  LaUy  ftands  convidled  of  having 
betrayed  the  itUereJis  rf  the  hng,  of  tbejlate,  and  of  the 
India  Company.  What  is  meant  by  betraying  of  in- 
terefts  ?  What  law  is  there  that  makes  it  death  to  be 
guilty  of  this  vague  and  indefinite  crime  ?  No  fuch 
law  either  does  or  can'exift.  Difgrace  from  the  prince, 
contempt  from  the  nation,  and  public  infamy  ;  thefe 
are  the  proper  punifhments  for  the  man,  who,  from 
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incapacity  or  folly,  has  not  ferved  his  country  as  he  b  o  o  k 
ought :  but  death,  and  that  too  upon  a  fcaflfold,  is .  /y*  . 
deftined  for  crimes  of  a  different  nature.  '^ 

The  fentence  further  declares,  that  Lally  Hands? 
convicted  of  vexations ^  exaSHons^  and  abufe  tf  authority. 
No  doubt  he  was  guilty  of  thefe  in  numberlefs  inftan- 
ces.  He  made  ufe  of  violent  means  to  procure  pe- 
cuniary aids  ;  but  this  money  was  put  into  the  public 
treafure.  He  injured  and  oppreffed  the  citizens ;  but 
he  never  attempted  any  thing  againft  their  lives  or 
againft  their  honour.  He  ereded  gibbets  in  the  market- 
place, but  caufed  no  one  to  be  executed  upon  them. 

In  fad,  he  was  a  madman  of  a  dark  and  dangerous 
cad  ;  an  odious  and  defpicable  man  ;  a  man  totally 
incapable  of  commander  But  he  was  neither  guilty 
of  public  extortions  nor  treafon ;  and,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preifion  of  a  philofopher  whofe  virtues  do  honour  to 
humanity,  every  one  bad  a  right  to  kUl  Lolly ^  except  the 
executioner. 

The  misfortunes  that  befel  the  French  in  Aiia  had  caufet  of 
been  forefeen  by  all  confiderate  men,  who  refleded  J^^^l^ 
on  the  corruption  of  the  nation..  Their  morals  efpe-  Fiiencb. 
cially  bad  degenerated  in  the  voluptuous  climate  of 
India.  The  wars  which  Dupleix  had  carried  on  in 
the  inland  parts  had  laid  the  foundation  of  many 
fortunes..  They  were  iricrcafed  and  multiplied  by 
the  gifts  which  Salabat-jing  hvifhed  on  thofe  who  coa- 
duded  him  in  triumph  to  his  capital,  and  fixed  him 
on  the  throne.  The  officers  who  had  not  ihared  the 
dangers,  the  glory,  and  the  benefits  of  thofe  brilliant 
expeditions,  found  out  an  expedient  to  comfort  them- 
felves  under  their  misfortune ;  which  was,  to  reduce 
the  fipahis  to  half  the  niunber  they  were  ordered  to 
maintain,  and  to  apply  their  pay  to  their  own  benefit  j 
which  they  could  eafily  do,  as  the  money  paffed 
through  their  hands.  The  agents  for  trade,  who  had 
not  thefe  refources,  accounted  to  the  Company  but* 
for  a  very  finall  part  of  the  profits  made  upon  the 
European  goods  they  fold,  though  they  ought  to  have 
been  all  their  own  ;  and  fold  them  thofe  in  India  at 
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B  o^^  Ka  very  high  price,  which  they  ought  to  have  had  at 
>  /_  prime  coil.  Thofe  who  were  intrufted  with  colledling 
the  revenue  of  any  particular  fpot,  farmed  it  them* 
felves  under  Indian  names^  or  let  it  for  a  trifle,  upon 
receiving  a  handfome  gratuity ;  they  even  frequently 
kept  back  the  whole  income  of  fuch  eftates,  under 
pretence  of  fome  imaginary  robbery  or  devaftation, 
which  had  made  it  impoilible  to  colled  iu  All  un- 
dertakings, of  what  nature  foever,  were  clandeftine- 
ly  agreed  upon,  and  became  the  prey  of  the  perfons 
employed  in  them,  who  had  found  means  to  make 
themfelves  formidable,  or  of  fuch  as  were  moft  in 
favour,  or  richeft.  The  authorifed  abufe  that  pre- 
vails in  India,  of  giving  and  receiving  prefents  on 
the  conclufion  of  every  treaty,  had  multiplied  thefe 
tranfadlions  without  neceffity.  The  navigators  who 
knded  in  thofe  parts,  dazzled  with  the.fortunes  which 
they  faw  increafed  fourfold  from  one  voyage  to  ano- 
ther, no  longer  regarded  their  (hips,  but  as  the  means 
of  carrying  on  trade  and  acquiring  wealth.  Corrup- 
tion was  brought  to  its  greateft  height  by  people  of 
rankj  who  had  been  difgraced  and  ruined  at  home  j 
but  who,  being  encouraged  by  what  they  faw,  and 
impelled  by  the  reports  that  were  brought  to  them, 
rcfolved  to  go  themfelves  into  Afia,  in  hopes  of  re- 
trieving their  fhattered  fortunes,  or  of  being  able  to 
continue  their  irregularities  with  impunity^  The  per- 
fonal  condud  of  the  diredors  made  it  neceflary  for 
them  to  connive  at  all  thefe  diforders.  They  Were 
reproached  with  attending  to  nothing  in  their  office 
but  the  credit,  the  moneys  and  the  power  it  gave 
them  ;  with  giving  the  moft  important  pofts  to  their 
own  relations,  men  of  no  morals,  application,  or  ca- 
pacity ;  with  multiplying  the  number  of  fadors  with- 
out neceffity  and  without  bounds,  to  fecure  friends 
in  the  city  and  at  court ;  and,  laftly,  they  were  ac- 
cufed  of  obtruding  upon  the  public  commodities 
which  might  have  been  bought  cheaper  and  better 
in  other  places.  Whether  the  government  did  not 
know  of  thefe  excefles,  or  had  not  refolution  enough 
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to  put  a  flop  to  them,  it  was,  by  its  blindnefs  or  its  b  o  o  k 
weaknefs,  in  fome  meafure  acceflary  to  the  ruin  of,  ^^'  ^ 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  India.  It  might  even 
without  injuftice  be  charged  with  beiftg  the  principal 
caufe  of  them,  by  fending  fuch  improper  perfons  to 
manage  and  defend  an  important  fettlement,  which 
had  no  lefs  to  fear  from  its  own  corruption^  than  from 
the  Engliih  fleets  and  armies. 

The  difafters  of  the  Company  abroad  were  aggra-  Mtafura 
vated  by  their  fituation  equally  diftrefsful  at  home.  J^^p^^J^^i, 
It  was  neceffary  to  reprefent  thefe  twofold  misfor-  to  rc-cfu- 
tunes  to  the  proprietors.     This  difcovery  occafioned  ^^JSf!^ 
a  general  defpondency,  which  gave  rife  to  a  variety 
of  different  fchemes,  all  equally  abfurd.     Thefe  fc- 
veral  fchemes  were  haftily  difcuffed ;  nor  was  it  poffi- 
ble  that  any  of  them  could  be  fixed  upon  by  men  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and  diflidence.     The  de- 
liberations were  carried  on  with  too  much  afperity  ; 
and  time,  which  was  of  fo  much  confequence,  was  loft 
in  upbraidings  and  invedtives.    No  one  could  forefee 
where  thefe  commotions  would  end.     The  ftorm  at 
length  fubfided,  and   frelh  hopes   began  to  dawn. 
The  Company,  which  the  enemies  to  all  exclufive 
privileges  wifhed  to  fee  aboliftied,  and  which  fo  many 
private  interefts  had  confpired  to  deftroy,  ftill  main- 
tained its  ground  ;  but  it  was  put  upon  a  better  foot- 
ing ;  a  circumftance  which  was  abfolutely  neceffary. 

Among  the  caufes  that  had  occafioned  the  diftref- 
fes  of  the  Company,  there  was  one  which  had  long 
been  looked  upon  as  the  fource  of  all  the  reft ;  this  . 

was  the  dependence,  or  rather  the  flavery,  in  which 
the  government  had  kept  that  great  body  for  near  half 
a  century. 

Ever  lince  the -year  T723,  the  direftors  had  been 
chofen  by  the  court.  In  1730,  a  commiflary  appoint* 
ed  by  the  king  was  introduced  into  the  adminiftration 
of  the  Company.  From  this  period  there  was  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate  ;  there  was  no  longer  any 
connexion  between  thofe  who  had  the  management 
of  affairs,  and  the  proprietors  ;  no  immediate  inter- 
4  . 
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BOOK  courfe  between  the  managers  and  the  govemmeiiti 
^'  ,  All  was  direded  by  the  influence,  and  according  td 
the  views  of  the  court.  Myftery,  that  dangerous  veil 
of  arbitrary  adminiltration,  concealed  all  the  ot)era« 
tions  ;  and  it  was  not  till  1 744,  that  the  proprietors 
were  called  together.  They  were  empowered  to  name 
fyndics,  and  to  call  a  general  meetmg  once  a-year  ; 
but  they  were  not  better  informed  of  the  ftate  of 
their  affairs,  nor  more  at  Uberty  to  dired  them.  The 
power  of  choofing  the  diredors  was  Hill  veiled  in  the 
crown,  and  inftead  of  one  commiflary,  the  king  chofe 
to  have  two. 

From  this  time  two  parties  were  formed.  Each 
commiflary  had  his  own  fcheme,  his  own  favourites, 
and  endeavoured  to  get  his  own  projefts  adopted. 
Hence  arofe  divifions,  intrigues,  informations,  and  ani- 
mofities,  which,  though  they  originated  in  Paris,  ex* 
tended  as  far  as  India,  and  there  broke  out  in  a  man- 
her  fo  fatal  to  the  nation. 

The  miniftry,  Ihocked  at  fuch  a  number  of  abufes^ 
and  weary  of  thofe  endlefs  contefts,  attempted  to  re- 
medy them*  It  was  imagined  he  had  fucceeded,  by 
appointing  a  third  commiflary.  This  expedient,  how- 
ever, ferved  only  to  increafe  the  evil.  Defpotifm  had 
prevailed  while  there  was  but  one ;  divifion  enfued 
on  the  nomination  of  two ;  and  from  the  moment 
three  were  appointed,  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion^ 
They  were  reduced  to  two,  and  pains  were  taken  to 
preferve  harmony  as  much  as  poflible  between  them  ; 
and  ih  1 764,  there  was  but  one,  when  the  proprietors 
defired  that  the  Company  might  be  brought  back  to 
its  original  form  by  reftoring  its  freedom. 

They  ventured  to  reprefent  to  the  governments 
that  they  might  impute  the  difafters  and  etrors  of  the 
Company  to  themfelves,  as  the  proprietors  had  not 
been  concerned  in  the  management  of  their  aflfairs  j 
that  they  could  never  be  carried  on  mod  advantage-* 
oufly  both  for  them  and  for  the  ftate,  till  this  could 
be  done  with  freedom,  and  till  an  immediate  inter- 
courfe  was  eftabliflied  between  the  proprietors  and 
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the  diredors,  and  between  the  diredors  and  the  mini-  book 
ftry ;  that  whenever  there  was  an  intermediate  per-  ^^- 
fon,  the  orders  given  on  one  part,  and  the  reports 
made  on  the  other,  would  necelTarily,  in  palling 
through  his  hands,  take  a  tincture  of  his  own  private 
views  and  incUnations,  fo  that  he  would  always  be, 
in  fadl,  the  real  and  fole  diredor  of  the  Gompaiiy ; 
that  fuch  a  diredor,  not  being  himfelf  perfonally  con- 
cerned in  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  or  not  being  a 
competent  judge  of  them,  would  always  facrifice  the 
welfare  and  true  intereft  of  trade,  to  add  to  the  tran* 
fient  pomp  of  his  appointment,  and  to  fecure  the  fa- 
vour of  placemen  ;  that*  on  the  contrary,  every  thing 
might  be  expefted  from  a  free  direftion,  chofen  by 
the  proprietors,  ading  under  their  infpeftion,  and  in 
concert  with  them,  and  fubjed  to  no  kind  of  re- 
ftraint. 

The  government  was  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
reafons.  It  fecured  the  freedom  of  the  Company  by 
a  folemn  edid ;  and  fome  regulations  were  made,  to 
put  the  diredion  of  it  under  a  new  form: 

The  intention  of  thefe  ftatutes  was,  that  the  Com- 
pany might  no  longer  be  ruled  by  men,  who  often 
were  not  worthy  to  be  its  fadors ;  that  the  govern- 
ment might  no  further  interfere  than  to  proted  it ; 
that  it  might  be  alike  preferved  from  that  llavery  un- 
der which  it  had  fo  long  been  opprefled,  and  from 
that  fpirit  of  myftery,  which  had  perpetuated  its  cor- 
ruption ;  that  there  fhould  be  a  conftant  intercourfe 
between  the  diredors  and  the  proprietors ;  that  Paris, 
deprived  of  the  advantage  enjoyed  by  the  capitals  of 
other  commercial  nations,  of  being  a  fea-port,  might 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  trade  in  free  and  peace'abk 
affemblies  ;  that  the  citizen  might  form  juft  notions 
of  that  powerful  tic  that  conneds  all  nations  together, 
ind,  by  informing  himfelf  of  the  fources  of  public 
profperity,  learn  to  refped  the  merchant  whofe  opera- 
tions contribute  to  it,  and  to  defpife  the  profeffions 
that  are  deftrudivc-of  it. 

Thefe  wife  regulations  \\»ere  attended  with  happief 
PgI.  IL  I 
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BOOK  confequences  than  could  poffibly  be  expefted.  A 
.  'y-  ,  great  adivity  was  obferved  on  all  fides.  During  the 
five  years  that  the  new  diredtion  lafted,  the  fales 
produced  annually  18,000,000  livres  [750,0001.]. 
They  had  not  been  fo  confiderable,  even  in  thofe 
times  which  had  been  looked  upon  as  the  mod  pro- 
fperous  ;  for,  from  1726  to  1736  inclufively,  they 
had  amounted  to  no  more  than  437,376,284  livres 
[18,224,0111. 1 6s.  8d.],  which,  makes  upon  an  average, 
in  peace  and  war,  14,108,912  livres  [587,8711.  6s.  8d.] 
a  year. 

Imminent  diftrefs  was,  however,  coticealed  under 
this  appearance  of  profpericy.  When  this  was  fuf- 
pefted,  and  endeavours  were  made  to  afcertain  the 
matter,  it  was  found  that  the  Company,  on  renewing 
its  trade,  was  more  indebted  than  it  had  been  fup- 
pofed.  This  is  a  circumftance  common  to  all  mer- 
cantile bodies,  whofe  tranfadions  are  complicated,  ex- 
tenfive,  and  carried  on  in  diftant  countries.  They 
have  fcarce  ever  a  jufl;  idea  of  their  fituation.  Whe- 
ther  this  miftake  be  to  be  attributed  to  the  fraud,  ne- 
gleft,  or  incapacity  of  their  agents,  certain  it  is,  that 
it  takes  place  almoft  univerfally.  The  confufion  is 
ftill  increafed  by  the  calamity  of  war.  That  which 
the  French  had  been  fuftaining  in  India,  had  been 
tedious  and  unfuccefsful.  The  expences  and  depre- 
dations of  it  were  but  imperfedly  known  ;  and  the 
Company  began  their  operations,  reckoning  upon  a 
larger  capital  than  they  poflefled. 

This  mifl:ake,  ruinous  in  itfelf,  was  followed  by 
other  fatal  errors,  which  arofe,  perhaps,  from  not  hav- 
ing fufficiently  rcfleded  on  the  revolutions  that  had 
Happened  recently  in  India.  The  Company  flat- 
tered themfelves  that  their  fales  would  amount  to 
twenty. five  millions  of  livres  [1,041,6661.  13s.  4d.], 
and  they  were  below  eighteen  millions  [750,0001.]. 
They  flattered  themfelves,  that  the  European  com- 
modities would  be  fold  for  fifty  per  cent,  more  than 
they  had  coft,  while  they  fcarce  fetched  their  original 
price.     They  flattered  thtmfelves  with  a  profit  of 
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feent.  per  cent,  upon  the  produdions  that  fhould  be  b  o  o  k 
brought  into  our  climates,  and  it  amounted  '" 

more  than  feventy-two  per  cent. 

AH  thefc  mifcalculations,  arofe  from  the  ruin  of  the 
French  credit  in  India,  and  from  the  exorbitant 
power  of  the  viZlorious  nation  that  had  lately  fubducd 
thofe  diftant  regions :  from  the  neceffity  there  fre- 
iquently  was  of  taking  upon  credit  bad  merchandife 
from  the  Englifli  merchants,  who  were  endeavouring 
to  convey  to  Europe  the  immenfe  fortunes  they  had 
amaffed  in  Afia  :  from  the  impoflibility  of  procuring 
funds  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  trade,  without 
giving  an  exorbitant  intereft :  from  the  obligation  the 
Company  were  under  of  fupplying  provifions  for  the 
ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  which  advances  were 
flowly  and  ill  paid  by  the  government,  as  well  as  the 
gratifications  granted  to  them  for  their  exports  and 
imports; 

Laftly,  According  to  the  plan  of  the  directors,  the 
cxpences  ncceflary  for  the  carrying  on  of  trade,  and 
for  the  maintaining  of  fovereignty,  were  not  to  ex- 
ceed four  millions  of  livres,[i8o,oool.],  whereas,  they 
amounted  to  more  than  twice  that  fum.  The  expences 
for  maintaining  the  right  of  fovereignty  might  even 
be  carried  much  beypnd  this  in  future,  fince,  in  their 
nature,  they  were  capable  of  being  extended  and  in- 
creafed  in  conformity  with  the  political  views  of  the 
monarch,  the  fole  judge  of  their  importance  and  ne- 
ceffity* 

In  fuch  a  fitiiation,  it  was  impoflible  that  the  dif- 
orderly  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  fhould  not 
be  more  and  more  increafed.  Their  ruin,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  creditors,  was  upon  the  point  of  being 
completed,  when  government,  warned  by  the  repeated 
loans  they  were  continually  renewing,  determined  to 
inquire  into  the  ftate  of  their  finances.  As  foon  as  it 
became  acquainted  with  them,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  fufpend  their  exclufive  privilege  of  trade  with  In- 
dia. Let  us  now  examine  what  was  the  condition  of 
the  Company  at  that  period. 
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BOOK     Before  1764,  the  number  of  fliares  amounted  to» 
.    ^y*    .  50,268.     At  that  period  the  miniftry,  who,  in  1746^ 
Thccharter  1 747,  and  1 748,  had  given  up  to  the  proprietors,  the 
°^**^*ufilf.  PfodXice  of  the  fhares  and  bonds  which  were  their 
pndcd.      property,  relinquiflied  in  their  favour  the  Ihares  and 
^^hlf*c^  bond»  themfelves,  to  the  number  of  11,835  together, 
riod.         to  indemnify  them  for  the  expences  they  had  incurred 
during  the  laft  war.    Thefi^  fhares  having  been  cancel- 
led, there  remained  but  58,432. 
'    The  wants  of  the  Company  obliged  them  to  make 
a  call  of  400  livres  [16L  13s.  4d.]  per  fliare.  Upwards 
of  34,000  fliares  anfwered  the  calL    The  4000  that 
did  not,  were  reduced,  by  the  tcrnwof  the  edid  which 
empowered  the  Company  to  make  the  call,  to  five- 
eighths  of  the  value  of  thofe  which   had  paid  ;  To 
that,,  by  this  operation,  the  number  was  reduced  ta 
36,920  whole  fliares.  and  fix-eighths. 

The  dividends  on  the  fliares  of  the  French  company,, 
as  of  all  other  companies,  have  varied  according  to 
circumfl:ances.  In  1722  it  was  100  livres  [4L  3s,  4d.]» 
From  1723  to  1745  it  was  150  [6L  5s.].  From  1746 
to- 1749  it  was  70  [2I.  18s.  4d.].  From  1750  to  1758 
it  was  80  [3I.  6s  8d.].  From  1759  to  1763  it  was  4a 
[il.  3s.  4d.] ;  and  in  1764,  it  was  but  20  livres^ 
[i6s.  8d.].  This  account  fliows,  that  the  dividend 
and  the  value  of  the  ftock,  which  always  kept  pace 
with  it,  was  neceflTarily  affedled  by  the  hazards  o£ 
trade,  and  the  fluduation  of  popular  opinion.  Hence 
that  prodigious  rife  and  fall  in  the  price  of  the  fliares„ 
which  fell  in  one  year  from  two  hundred  [167L  i8s. 
reckoning  each  piftole  at  x6s.  9d.]  to  one  hundred 
piftoles  [83I.  15s.],  then  rofe  to  1800  livres  [75I.  8s.]  ; 
and  foon  after  fell  to  700  [29I.  3s.  4d.].  Yet,  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  revolutions,  the  ftock  of  the  Company 
was  much  the  fame.  But  this  is  a  calculation  which 
the  public  never  makes*  It  is  determined  by  the 
circumftance  of  the  prefent  moment,  and  its  confi- 
dence, as  well  as  its  fears,  are  always  exaggerated. 

The  proprietors,  who  were  under  apprehenfions  of 
having  their  fortunes  reduced  to  half  in  one  day.. 
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would  no  longer  run  the  rifks  of  fuch  a  fituation.  b  o  o  k 
In  laying  in  a  frefh  ftock  to  trade  with,  they  defired .  '^*  . 
to  fecure  the  remainder,  of  their  fortune  in  fuch  a  ' 
manner,  as  that  the  Ihares  fhould  at  all  times  bear  a 
fettled  price,  and  an  intereft  that  could  be  depended 
upon.  The  government  fettled  this  matter  by  an 
edidl  iflued  out  in  Auguft  1764.  The  Xlllth  article 
exprefsly  fays,  That,  to  fecure  to  the  proprietors  a 
fettled  income,  independent  of  all  future  events  of 
trade,  a  fufficient  fund  fhould  be  detached  from  that 
portion  of  the  contrad  which  was  then  free,  to  fecure 
to  every  fhare  a  capital  of  1600  livres  [661.  13s.  4d.], 
and  an  intereft  of  80  livres  [.3U  6s.  8d.]  ;  and  that 
neither  that  intereft  nor  that  capital^  Jboidd^  in  any  cafe^ 
or  for  any  caufe  wbatfoever^  be  anfwer  able  for  fuch  en- 
gagements as  the  Company  might  enter  into  after  the  date 
xf  this  ediSl. 

The  Company,  therefore,  owed  for  36,920  (hares 
and  fix-eighths,  at  the  rate  of  80  livres  [3I.  6s.  8d.] 
per  (hare,  an  intereft  amounting  to  2,953,660  livres 
{123,069!.  3s.  4d.].  They  paid  for  their  feveral  con- 
trads  2,727,506  Uvres  [113,646!.  is.  8d.],  which  made 
in  all  5,681,166  livres  [236,715!.  5s.]  of  perpetual 
annuities.  The  life  annuities  amounted  to  3,074,899 
livres  [128,1201. 15s,  lod.].  The  fura  total  of  all  thefe 
life  annuities  and  annual  payments  was  then  8,756,065 
livres  [364,8361.  lod.].  In  what  manner  the  Company 
raifed  money  to  anfwer  their  feveral  demands,  (hall 
be  the  fubjed  of  our  next  inquiry. 

That  great  body,  which  had  been  much  too  deeply 
concerned  in  Law's  fcheme,  had  advanced  him 
90,000,000  of  livres  [3,750,000!.].  When  that  fyf- 
tem  failed,  the  government  made  over  to  them  in 
payment  the  exclufive  fale  of  tobacco,  which  then 
brought  in  three  millions  [125,000!.]  a  year;  but 
they  were  left  without  a  capital  to  trade  with.  This 
kept  them  in  a  ftate  of  inaftion  till  1726,  when  the 
government  lent  them  its  aflTiftance.  The  rapid  pro- 
grefs  they  made  aftoniflied  all  nations,  and  feemed 
to  promife  them  a  fuperiori^  over  the  moft  flouriihing 
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B  •  o  K  companies.  This  opinion,  which  was  the  general  oncf 
^'  ,  emboldened  the  proprietors  to  complain  that  their 
dividends  were  not  doubled  and  trebled.  They 
thought,  as  well  as  the  public,  that  the  king's  trea- 
fury  was  enriched  with  their  fpoils.  The  profound 
fecrecy  with  which  every  thing  was  carried  on,  great- 
ly ftrcngthened  thefe  furmifes. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  France  and 
England,  in  1744,  diflblved  the  charm.  The  miniftry, 
too  mucli  embarraffed  in  their  own  aflFairs  to  think  of 
doing  any  thing  for  the  Company,  left  it  to  extricate 
itfelf.  Then,  indeed,  every  one  was  furprifed  to  fee 
that  Coloffus  ready  to  fall,  which  had  never  yet  met 
with  any  Ihock,  and  whole  greateft  misfortune  had 
been  the  lofs  of  two  (hips  of  a  moderate  value.  The 
Company  would  have  been  ruined,  had  not  the  go- 
vernment, in  1747,  declared  itfelf  their  debtor  in 
the  fum  of  180,006,000  of  livres  [7,500,0001.],  and 
engaged  to  pay  them  the  intereft  of  that  fum  for  ever 
at  five  per  cent.  This  engagement,  which  was  iq 
lieu  of  the  exclufive  fale  of  tobacco,  is  fo  important 
a  point  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Company,  that  it  would 
not  be  fufficiently  iUuftrated,  if  we  did  not  trace  the 
matter  further  back. 

The  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  was  introduced  into 
Europe  after  the  difcovery  of  America,  made  no  very 
rapid  progrefs  in  France.  The  confumptioh  was  fo 
fmall,  that  the  firft  contraft,  which  began  the  firft  of 
December  1674,  and  ended  the  firft  of  Odober  j  680, 
brought  in  but  500,000  Uvres  [20,8331.  6s.  8d.]  to  the 
government  the  two  firft  years,  and  600,000  [25,0001.] 
the  four  laft ;  though  the  right  of  damping  pewter 
had  been  joined  to  this  privilege.  This  farm  of  the 
revenue  was  confounded  with  the  general  farms  till 
1 69 1,  when  it  ftill  remained  united  to  them,  and  was 
rated  at  1,500,000  livres  [62,5001.]  a  year.  In  1697, 
it  became  once  more  a  feparate  farm  on  the  fame 
terms,  till  1709,  when  it  was  increafed  to  100,000 
livres  [4166I.  13s.  4d.]  more,  till  1715.  It  was  then 
renewed  for  three  years  only.  The  two  firft  years  ought 
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to  have  produced  2,000,000  of  livres  [83,333!.  6s.  8d.],B  o  o  k 
and  the  laft  200,000  [8333I.  6s.  8d.]  more.  At  that ,  '^' 
period  it  was  increafed  to  4,020,000  livres  [167,500!.]  ' 
a  year ;  but  tliis  lafted  only  from  the  firfl  of  Odober 
1 71 8  to  the  firft  of  June  1720.  Tobacco  then  be- 
came a  mercantile  commodity  all  over  the  Icingdom, 
and  continued  fo  till  the  firft  of  September  1721. 
During  tliis  (hort  interval,  private  perfons  laid  in 
fuch  a  ftock,  that,  when  it  came  to  be  farmed  out 
again,  it  could  be  done  but  at  a  moderate  price. 
This  contradt,  which  was  the  eleventh,  was  for  nine 
years,  to  commence  on  the  firft  of  September  1721, 
and  continue  to  the  firft  of  Odober  1730.  The  farm- 
ers were  to  give  1,300,000  livres  [154,166!.  13s.  4d.] 
for  the  firft  thirteen  months ;  1,800,000  [75,000!.] 
for  the  fecorid  year ;  2,560,000  [io6,666L  13s.  4d.] 
for  the  third  ;  and  3,000,000  [125,000!.]  for  each  of 
the  laft  fix  years.  This  agreement  did  not  take  place, 
becaufe  the  India  Company,  to  whom  the.  government 
owed  90,000,000  hvres  [3,750,000!.],  which  had  been 
depofited  in  the  royal  treafury  in  J  71 7,  demanded 
the  farm  of  tobacco,  which  had  then  been  made  over 
to  them  for  ever,  and  which,  from  particular  events, 
they  had  never  yet  enjoyed.  Tlieir  petition  was 
found  to  be  juft,  and  they  obtained  what  they  fo 
warmly  folicited 

They  managed  this  farm  themfelves,  from  the  firft 
of  Odober  1723,  to  the  laft  day  of  September  1730. 
The  produce  during  that  fpace  was  50,083,967  hvres 
II  fous  9  deniers  [about  2,086,831!.  i8s.  lod.] ;  which 
made  7,1 54,852  livres  10  fols  3  deniers  [about  298,1 20.1 
17s.  id.]  a  year ;  out  of  tliis  muft  be  deduced  yearly 
3,042,963!,  19s.  6d.  [a!>out  126,790!.  4s.  2d.]  for  the  • 
charges  of  preparing  the  land, 

Thcfe  charges  were  fo  enormous,  that  it  was  thought 
the  bufinefs,  which  grew  every  day  more  confidera- 
ble,  would  be  better  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers-ge- 
neral, who  would  manage  it  at  lefs  expence  by  means 
of  the  clerks  they  employed  for  other  purpofes.  The 
Company  accordingly  farmed  it  for  eight  years,  at 

liiij 
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Kthe  rate  of  7,500,000  livres  [312,500!.]  for  each  of 
the  firft  four  years,  and  8,000,000  [333,333!.  6s.  8d.] 
for  each  of  the  four  !aft.  Tliis  contrad  was  con- 
tinued upon  the  fame  terms  ti!!  the  month  of  June 
1 747  ;  and  the  king  promifed  to  account  with  the 
Company  for  the  increafe  of  the  produce,  as  foon  as 
it  {hou!d  be  known  and  afcertained. 

At  this  period,  the  king  united  the  tobacco  fana 
to  his  other  duties,  creating  and  a!ienating,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Company,  an  annuity  of  nine  rai!lions 
[375,000!.]  for  ever,*upon  a  capital  of  an  hundred  and 
eighty  mi!!ions  [7,500,000!.].  This  !arge  compenfa- 
tion  was  thought  to  be  due  to  them  for  the  o!d  debt  of 
ninety  mi!!ions  [3,750,000!.]  ;  for  the  overplus  of  the 
profit  upon  the  tobacco  farm,  from  1738  to  1747; 
and  to  indemnify  them  for  the  expences  of  the  ne- 
groe  trade,  for  the  lofTes  they  had  fuftained  during 
the  war,  for  their  giving  up  the  exciufive  privilege 
of  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo,  and  for  the  lofs  of  the 
ton  duty,  which  had  been  fufpended  ever  lince  the 
year  1731.  Yet  this  compenfation  has  been  thought 
inadequate  by  fome  of  the  proprietors,  who  have  dif- 
covered,  that  ever  fince  the  year  1758,  upwards  of 
11,700,000  pounds  weight  of  tobacco  have  been  an- 
nually ibid  in  the  kingdom  at  three  liVres  [2s.  6d.] 
a  pound,  though  it  had  been  bdught  for  twenty-feveu 
iivres  [il.  2s.  6d.]  a  hundred. 

The  nation  was  of  a  very  different  opinion.  The 
diredors,  who  prevailed  upon  government  to  ac- 
knowledge fo  large  a  debt,  have  been  accufed  of  fa- 
crificihg  the  intereft  of  the  public  to  that  of  a  private 
fociety.  A  writer,  who  in  our  days  fhould  examine 
whether  this  acciifation  were  well  or  ill  grounded, 
would  pafs  for  an  idle  man.  Such  a  difculfion  would 
be  altogether  iieedlefs,  lince  every  circumftartce  of  . 
this  tranfadion  has  been  made  public.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it  Was  with  the  nine  mil- 
lions [375,000!.]  a  year,  improperly  facrificed  by  the 
ftate,  that  the  Company  was  enabled  to  anfwer  the  ' 
demand  of  8,756,065  livres  [364,836!.  lod.]  with 
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which   it   was  charged,    fo   that  the   overplus    re-  B  o  o  K 
maining  to  them   amounted  to  about  244,000  livres ,    ^^' 
[lo,i661.  13s.  4d.]  of  net  revenue.  ^      • 

It  is  true,  they  had  private  fimple-contraft  debts  to 
the  amount  of  74,505,000  Uvres  [3,104,375!.] ;  but 
they  had  in  trade,  m  llock,  or  in  debts  to  call  in, 
70,733,000  livres  [2,947,208!.  6s.  8d.].  It  will  be 
acknowledged,  that  beiide  the  difference  in  the  va- 
lue, there  was  alfo  fome  in  the  nature  of  the  fe- 
curities.  Accordingly,  the  government  muft  have 
expeded,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to  fulfil  the  en- 
gagements of  the  Company.  It  has,  however,  faved 
ten  milhons  of  livres  [416,666!.  13s.  4d.],  the  claims 
of  which  have  been  loil,  or  the  claimants  themfelves 
have  unfortunately  periflied  in  the  revolutions  that 
happen  fo  frequently  in  Afia.  The  lofles  that  have 
been  fuftained,  relpeding  what  was  due  to  the  Com- 
pany iir  Europe,  in  America,  and  in  the  Indies,  haye 
iaot  been  much  qiore  confiderable ;  and  if  the  ifles 
of  France  and  Bourbon  were  ever  able  to  pay  the 
7,106,000  livres  ^296,089].  6s.  8d.]  they  owe,  the  in- 
jury upon  this  point  would  not  have  been  of  much 
tonfequence. 

The  only  wealth  of  the  Company  confided,  there- 
fore, in  moveable  and  unmoveable  efFeds,  to  the 
amount  of  about  twenty  millions  [833,333!.  6s.  8d.], 
and  in  the  profped  of  tlie  extindion  of  the  life  an- 
nuities, which  in  time  muft  bring  in  three  millions 
[125,0001.]  a  year.  The  adual  value  of  this  article 
might  be  reckoned  equal  to  a  clear  capital  of  thirty 
riiiUions  [1,25,0000!.]. 

Independent  of  thcfe  properties,  the  Company  en- 
joyed fome  very  beneficial  rights.  The  exclufive 
fale  of  qoflfee  had  been  granted  them  ;  but  as  public 
utility  required  that  an  exception  fhould  be  made  in 
1736,  with  regard  to  coffee  imported  from  the  Ame- 
rican iflands,  they  obtained,  by  way  of  compenfation, 
a  yearly  fum  of  50,000  livres  [2083I.  6s.  8d.],  which 
was  always  duly  paid.  Even  the  privilege  for  Mo- 
^ha  coffee  was  cancelled  in  1767,  the  government 
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K  having  allowed  the  importation  of  that  of  the  Le- 
Tant.  The  Company  obtained  no  indemnification 
on  this  account. 

They  had  experienced  a  greater  lofs  the  year  be- 
fore. In  172P  they  had  been  invefted  with  the  fole 
right  of  tranfporting  flaves  to  the'  American  colonies. 
This  fyftem  foon  appeared  to  be  erroneous ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  all  the  merchants  in  the  kingdom 
ihould  be  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  flave  trade,  upon 
condition  of  adding  a  piftole  [i6s.  pd.]  per  head  to 
the  thirteen  livres  [los.  lod.]  granted  out  of  the 
royal  treafury.  Suppofing  that  15,000  negroes  were 
difpofed  of  every  year  in  the  French  iflands,  this 
made  a  clear  income  of  345,000  livres  [14,375^]  for 
the  Company.  This  bounty,  which  was  allowed 
them  for  a  trade  they  were  not  concerned  in,  w^s 
taken  off  in  J  767,  and  was  made  up  to  them  by  a 
more  reafonable  equivalent. 

At  the  firft  formation  of  the  Company,  they  had 
obtained  a  gratuity  of  50  livres  [2I.  xs.  8d.]  upon 
every  ton  of  goods  they  Ihould  export,  and  of  75 
[3I.  28.  6d.]  upon  every  ton  they  Ihould  import  from 
abroad.'  The  miniftry,  upon  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
bounty  upon  negroes,  increafed  the  gratuity  upon 
every  ton  exported  to  75  livres  [3I.  ^s.  6d.] ;  and 
upon  every  ton  imported  to  80  [3I.  6s.  8d.].  If  we 
rate  both  at  6000  tons  a  year,  we  Ihall  find  a  produce 
of  above  a  million  [41,6661.  13s.  4d.]  for  the  Com- 
pany, including  the  50,000  livres  C2083I.  6s.  8d.] 
they  received. upon  the  coffee. 

While  the  income  of  the  Company  remained  en- 
tire, their  expences  were  leffened.  By  the  edidl  of 
1764,  the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon  were  be- 
come the  property  of  the  government,  which  engag- 
ed to  fortify  and  defend  them.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  Company  was  exonerated  of  two  millions 
[83,3331.  6s.  8d.]  a  year,  without  the  leaft  detriment 
to  the  exclufive  trade  they  enjoyed  in  thofe  two 
iflands. 

With  all  thefe  feemingly  profperous  circumftances. 
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the  debts  of  the  Company  were  daily  increafing,  and  book 
it  could  not  poffibly  have  fupported  itfelf  without  the  ,  ^^' 
affiftance  of  government.  But  for  fome  time  paft 
the  council  of  Lewis  XV.  had  appeared  to  be  very 
indifferent  about  the  exifteace  of  that  great  body, 
At  laft  a  decree  of  council  was  iflued,  bearing  date  the 
13th  of  Auguft  1769,  by  which  the  king  fufpended 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  India  Company,  and 
granted  to  all  his  fubjeds  the  liberty  of  navigating 
and  trading  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  How- 
ever, in  granting  this  unexpeded  freedom,  the  go- 
vernment thought  proper  to  lay  it  under  fome  re- 
ftraint.  The  decree  which  opens  this  new  trad  to 
private  navigators,  requires  them  to  provide  them- 
felves  with  paflports,  which  are  to  be  given  them 
gratis  by  the  diredqrs  of  the  India  Company.  It 
obliges  them  to  make  their  returns  to  Port  TOrient, 
and  no  where  elfe.  It  eftabliflies  a  duty  by  way  of 
Indulto  on  all  good$  imported  from  India ;  which,  by 
a  fecond  decree  of  council,  iflued  on  the  fixth  of 
September  following,  was  fixed  at  five  per  cent,  on 
all  goods  coming  from  India  and  Cl^ina,  and  at  three 
per  cent,  upon  all  commodities  of  the  growth  of  the 
ifland3  of  France  and  Bourbon. 

The  decree  of  the  13th  of  Auguft,  by  only  fu-ThcCom- 
fpending  the  privilege  of  the  Company,  feemed  to  Sho^*of 
leave  to  the  proprietors  the  power  of  refuming  it :  reviving 
but  as  they  faw  no  probabiUty  of  ever  being  able  to  ^Tc^^ 
do  this,  they  wifely  determined  to  liquidate  their  their  cffcAt 
concerns  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  their  credi-  meST""' 
tors,  and  the  remaips  of  their  own  fortunes. 

For  this  purpofe  they  offered  to  give  up  to  the 
king  all  the  Company's  fliips,  thirty  in  number  ;  all 
the  warehoufes  and  other  buildings  belonging  to 
them  at  Port  TOrient  and  in  India  ;  the  property  of 
their  faftories,  with  the  manufadures  dependent  on 
them ;  all  naval  and  miUtary  ftores  ;  and,  laftly,  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  flaves  which  they 
had  in  the  iflands.  All  thefe  articles  were  valued  at 
at  thirty  millions  [1,150,000!.]  by  the  proprietors, 
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i^  who  at  the  fame  time  demanded  the  payment  of 
16,500,000  livres  [687,500!.]  which  were  due  to  them 
by  the  government. 

The  king  agreed  to  the  propofal,  but  chofe  to 
leffen  the  purchafe-monjey  :  not  that  the  efFcds  were 
not  of  ftill  greater  value  wiiile  they  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Company  ;  but  being  made  over  to  the 
govemment,  they  orought.an  additional  encumbrance 
upon  it.  So  that,  inftead  of  46,500,000  livres, 
[1,937,500!.]  which  the  proprietors  demanded,  the 
prince,  to  clear  all  accounts  with  them,  created  a 
perpetual  annuity  for  their  benefit,  of  1,200,000 
livres  [50,0001.],  upon  a  capital  of  thirty  millions 
[1,250,0001.].  The  edidl  for  that  purpofe  was  iffued 
in  January  1770. 

This  new  contraft  the  Company  mortgaged  for 
twelve  millions  [458,3331.  68.  8d.],  which  they  bor- 
rowed  upon  life  annuities  at  ten  per  cent,  and  by  a 
lottery  in  February  following.  This  money  was  bor- 
rowed to  enable  them  to  fulfil  the  engagements  they 
had  entered  into  when  they  undertook  the  laft  expe- 
ditions :  but  it  was  infufficient:  fo  that,  finding  them- 
felves  utterly  unable  to  raife  more,  the  proprietors, 
at  their  meeting  on  the  7th  April  1770,  made  over 
their  whole  property  to  the  king,  except  the  capital 
that  had  been  mortgaged  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
fliares. 

The  principal  articles  comprifed  in  this  ceffion,  con- 
fided in  the  abolition  of  4,200,000  livres  [i75,ocol.] 
in  life  annuities  ;  in  that  part  of  the  contraft  of  nine 
millions  [375,0001.]  which  exceeded  the  capital  of 
the  fhares  ;  in  the  hotel  of  Paris ;  in  the  India  goods 
expeded  home  in  1770  and  1771,  fuppofed  to  be 
worth  26,000,000  of  livres  [1,833,333!.  6s.  8d.]  ;  and, 
laftly,  in  three  or  four  millions  [about  150,000!.  upon 
an  average]  of  debts,  to  be  called  in  from  debtors 
either  folvent  or  infolvent,  in  India,  in  the  ifles  of 
France  and  Bourbon,  and  at  San  Domingo.  The 
proprietors  engaged  at  the  fame  time  to  furniih  the 
icing  with  a  fum of  14,768,000  livres  [615,3331.6s.  8d.], 
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to  be  raifed  by  way  of  a  call,  which  was  fixed  at  400  b  o  o  kl 
livres  [16I.  13s.  4d.]  per  Ihare.  The  government,  in 
accepting  thefe  feveral  offers,  engaged,  on  their  part, 
to  pay  all  the  perpetual  and  life  annuities  which  the 
Company  was  bound  to  pay  ;  all  their  other  engage- 
ments, amounting  to  about  forty- five  millions 
[1,875,0001.] ;  all  the  penfions  and  half- pays  granted 
by  the  Company,  amounting  to  80,000  livres  [3,3331. 
6s.  8d.]  a  year;  and  laftly,  to  ftand  all  the  charges 
and  rifks  attending  a  liquidation  that  muft  neceffarily 
continue  fome  years. 

The  capital  of  each  fliare,  which,  by  the  edid  of 
Augull  1764,  had  been  fixed  at  1600  livres  [661. 
13s.  4d.],  bearing  anintereft  of  80  livres  [3I.  6s.  8d.], 
the  king  now  raifed  to  2500  livres  [104I.  13s.  4d.], 
bearing  an  intereft  of  125  livres  [5I.  4s.  2d.]  a  year. 
The  new  intereft  was  made  fubjeit  to  a  dedudlion  of 
a  tenth,  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  deduction  fliould 
be  annually  appropriated  to  the  paying  oflf  the  fliares 
by  lot,  on  the  footing  of  their  capital  of  2500  livres* 
[104I.  13s.  4d.] ;  fo  that  the  intereft  on  the  fhares  thus 
paid  off,  would  increafe  the  finking  fund  till  the 
whole  of  the  fhares  was  finally  hquidated. 

Thefe  refpedive  conditions  are  recorded  in  a  de- 
cree of  council  of  the  8th  of  April,  including  a  re- 
port of  the  deliberations  holden  the  day  before  in  a 
general  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  and  confirmed 
by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  aid  of  the  fame 
month.*  In  confequence  of  thefe  agreements,  the 
call  has  been  paid,  a  fufficiency  for  the  reimburfe- 
ment  of  the  fhares,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty,  has  been  taken  out  every  year,  and  the 
fimple-contrad  debts  of  the  Company  have  been 
punftually  paid  when  they  became  due. 

From  all  thefe  particulars,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  adual  mode  of  exiftence  of  the 
India  Company,  and  of  the  legal  ftate  of  the  trade 
they  carried  on.  This  Company,  which  at  prefent 
has  no  property,  no  bufinefs,  no  objed,  cannot  how* 
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BOOK  ever  be  confidered  as  being  entirely  deftroycd,  fined 
'^*  ^  the  proprietors  have  referred  the  joint  ftock  that  wasi 
mortgaged  for  their  Ihares ;  and  that  they  have  a 
common  cheft,  and  deputies  to  fuperintend  their  in- 
terefts.  On  the  other  hand,  their  charter  has  been 
fufpended ;  but  it  is  only  fufpended,  and  is  not  in- 
cluded among  the  articles  which  the  Company  has 
ceded  to  the  king.  The  law  by  which  it  was  grant- 
ed is  ftill  in  force  ;  and  the  fhips  that  are  fitted  out 
for  the  Indian  feas,  cannot  fail  without  a  permiffion 
in  the  name  of  the  Company.  So  that  the  freedom 
which  has  been  granted  is  but  a  precarious  one ;  and 
if  the  proprietors  ftiould  offer  to  refume  their  trade, 
with  a  furacient  ftock  to  carry  it  on,  they  would  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  do  it  without  any  new  law  to 
empower  them.  But  except  this  nominal  right,  which 
in  faft  is  much  the  fame  as  if  it  did  not  cxift,  as  the 
proprietors  are  not  in  a  condition  to  exercife  it ;  all 
their  other  rights,  properties,  and  faftories,  are  noW 
in  the  hands  of  government. 

Neverthelefs,  the  voyages  to  India  have  been  ftill 
continued,  although  the  fyftem  of  policy  had  not 
previoully  paved  the  way  for  the  free  trade  that  was 
to  fucceed  the  monopoly.  If  found  principles  had 
been  followed,  before  the  new  mode  of  trading  had 
been  attempted,  it  would  have  been  neceflary  to 
fubftitute,  infenfibly,  and  by  degrees,  the  private 
merchants  to  the  Company.  They  fliould  have  been 
enabled  to  acquire  knowledge  upon  the  different 
branches  of  a  trade  with  which  they  were  yet  unac- 
quainted. They  fliould  have  been  allowed  time  to 
form  connexions  in  the  faftories.  They  fliould  have 
been  encouraged,  and,  as  it  were,  condudted  in  tKe 
firft  expeditions. 

This  want  of  forefight  muft  be  one  of  the  princi- 
pal caufes  which  have  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
free  trade,  and  which  perhaps  have  prevented  it  from 
being  lucrative  when .  it  became  more  extenfive  :  its 
tranfadions  have  been  carried  on  in  thofe  faftories 
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which V were  previoufly  occupied  by  the  monopolizing  book 
Company.  Let  us  take  a  curfory  view  of  thofe  fet-  .  ^^'  . 
tlements,  beginning  with  Malabar. 

Between  the  provinces  of  Canara  and  Calicut,  lies  Prefent 
a  diftridt  which  extends  eighteen  leagues  along  the^*^^^^ 
coaft,  and  feven  or  eight  leagues  at  mod  in  the  in-  on  die  c^ 
land  parts.     The  country,   which  is  very  unequal,  J^**^**" 
abounds  with  pepper  and  cocoa  trees.     It  is  divided 
into  feveral  lefs  diftridts,  fubjed  to  as  many  Indian 
lords,   who  are  all  vaflals  to  the  houfe  of  Colaftry. 
The  head  of  this  Bramin  family  is  always  to  confine 
his  whole  attention  to  what  concerns  the  worlhip  of 
the  gods.     It  would  be   beneath  his  dignity  to  (loop 
to  profane  matters ;  and  the  reigns  of  government 
arc  given  to  his  neareft  relation.     The  country  is  di- 
vided into  two  provinces.     In  the  largeft,  called  the 
Irouvenate,  is  the  fadlory  of  TeUicherry,  where  the 
Englifh  purchafe  annually  fifteen  hundred  weight  of 
pepper;    and    the   faftory  of  Cananor,    which   the 
Dutch   have   lately   fold    for   about   250,000   livres 
{io,4f61.  13s.  4d.],  becaufe  it  was  an  incumbrance 
to  them. 

The  fecond  province,  called  Catenate,  extends  but 
five  leagues  along  the  coaft.  Here  the  French  were 
called  in  by  the  natives  in  1722,  with  a  view  to  en- 
gage them  to  ad  againft  the  Englifh  ;  but  an  accom- 
modation having  taken  place,  and  made  their  aflift- 
ance  uhneceflary,  they  were  forced  to  relinquifti  a 
poft  where  they  promifed  themfelves  fome  advan- 
tages.  Fired  with  refentment  and  ambition,  they 
returned  in  greater  numbers  in  1725,  and  eftablilhed 
themfelves,  Tword  in  hand,  on  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Mah^.  Notwithftanding  this  aft  of  violence,  they 
obtained  of  the  prince,  who  governed  that  diftrid, 
an  exclufive  right  to  the  pepper  trade.  This  favour 
was  fo  great  an  advantage  to  them,  that  it  gave  rife 
to  a  colony  of  6000  Indians,  who  cultivated  6350 
cocoa  trees,  3967  areka,  and  7762  pepper  trees. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  this  fettlement,  when  the  En- 
glifli  made  themfelves  matters  of  it  in  1760. 
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BOOK  The  fame  fpirit  of  deftrudion  that  they  had  fhowd 
'^*  in  all  their  conquefts,  influenced  them  at  Mahc. 
Their  intention  was  to  pull  down  the  houfes  and 
difperfe  the  inhabitants.  The  fovereign  of  that  coun- 
try difluaded  them  from  their  purpofe.  All  was  fpar- 
ed,  except  the  fortifications.  When  the  French  re- 
turned to  their  factory,  they  found  every  thing  much 
in  the  fame  conditipn  as  they  had  left  it. 

Mahe  is  furrounded  with  hills,  on  which  were  ered- 
ed  five  forts,  that  no  longer  exift.  Thefe  works  were 
too  numerous,  though  fome  precautions  are  abfolute- 
ly  nepeflary.  It  is  not  proper  to  be  perpetually  ex- 
pofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Nayers,  who  have 
formerly  attempted  to  plunder  and  deftroy  the  co» 
lony,  and  who  might  poffibly  have  ftill  the  fame  in- 
tentions, in  order  to  put  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Englilh  at  Tellicherry,  which  is  but 
three  miles  diftant  from  Mahc. 

Befide  the  pofts  requifite  to  fecure  the  place  itfelf^ 
it  is  very  neceflary  to  fortify  the  entrance  of  the  ri- 
ver* Since  the  Marattas  have  got  ports  of  their  own, 
they  infeft  the  fea  about  Malabar  with  their  piracies* 
Thofe  banditti  even  attempt  to  land  wherever  they 
think  there  is  fome  booty  to  be  got.  Mahe  would 
not  be  fecure  from  their  attacks,  if  it  contained  mo- 
ney or  commodities  to  tempt  them. 

The  French  might  make  themfelves  ample  amends 
for  any  expen<ies  they  Ihould  incur,  if  they  did  but 
carry  on  their  trade  with  fpirit  and  ikill.  Their  fac- 
tory is  the  beft  fituated  for  the  pepper  trade  ;  and 
the  country  would  afford  2,500,000  pounds  weight 
of  that  commodity.  What  could  not  be  confumed 
in  Europe  might  be  fold  in  China,  on  the  Red  Sea, 
and  at  Bengal.  A  pound  of  pepper  would  coft  them 
twelve  fous  [6d.],  and  they  would  fell  it  for  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  [about  is.  2d.  on  an  average.]* 

This  advantage,  confiderable  as  it  is,  would  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  profits  upon  European  goods  which 
would  be  carried  over  to  Mahc.  Thofe  who  are  beft 
acquainted  with  that  fadlory  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
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%vill  be  an  eafy  niatter  to  difpofe  of  400,000  weight  book 
of  iron,  200,000  of  lead,  25,000  of  copper,  2000  fire-  |^'  , 
locks,  20,000  weight  of  gunpowder,  50  anchors 
or  grapplings,  50  bales  of  cloth,  50,000  ells  of  fail* 
cloth,  a  good  quantity  of  quickfilver,  and  about 
200  cafks  of  wine  or  brandy,  for  the  French  fet- 
tled in  the  colony,  or  for  the  Englifh  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Thefe  feveral  articles  together  would 
produce  at  leaft  384,000  livres  [i6,oool.],  of  which 
153,600  [6400I.]  would  be  clear  gain,  allowing  the 
profit  to  be  40  per  cent.  Another  advantage  at- 
tending this  circulation  is,  that  there  would  always 
be  a  ftock  in  the  faftory,  which  would  enable  them 
to  purchafe  the  produdions  of  the  country  in  the 
feafons  of  the  year  when  they  are  cheapeft. 

The  greateft  obftacle  to  trade  is  the  cuftom-houfe 
eftablifhed  in  the  colony.  This  troublefome  duty 
belongs  to  the  fovereign  of  the  country,  and  has  al- 
ways  been  a  fubjed  of  contention.  The  Englifh  of 
Tellicherry,  who  laboured  under  the  fame  grievance, 
have  found  means  to  prevent  all  difputes  about  thefe 
duties,  by  paying  a  certain  yearly  fum  as  an  equiva- 
lent. The  French  might  do  the  fame  ;  but  they 
cannot  exped  that  the  prince  would  agree  tp  it,  un- 
lefs  they  previoufly  pay  him  the  46,353  rupees,  or  • 
111,247  livres  4  ^^^  [4^35^-  ^^O*  which  he  has  lent; 
and  unlefs  they  no  longer  refufe  him  the  tribute  fti- 
pulated  for  the  benefit  of  living  peaceably  upon  his 
territories.  Matters  cannot  be  fo  eafily  adjufted  at 
£engal. 

France  has  engaged,  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  toPrefent 
ere6t  no  fortifications,  and  keep  no  troops  in  thatpj^^^^jjj* 
rich  and  extenfive  country.     The  Englifh,  who  are  Bengal, 
fovereigns  there,  will  not  fufFer  the  French  to  de- 
viate from  what  they  have  required.     Confequently 
Chandemagore,  which  before  the  lafl  war  reckoned 
60,000,  fouls,  and  has  now  but  24,000,  is,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  entirely  an  open  place. 

To  this  misfortune  of  a  precarious  fituation,  may 
be  added  injuries  and  hardfhips  of  every  kind.     Not 
FolJL  K. 
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K  fatisfied  with  the  poiTeifion  of  unlimited  authority, 
the  Englifh  have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  fcandalous 
enormities.  They  have  inflated  the  French  in  their 
work-fliops ;  feduced  their  workmen ;  cut  the  linens 
oflf  of  the  looms;  infilled  that  the  manufacturers  fhould 
do  no  work  but  for  them  in  the  three  beft  months  of 
the  year ;  and  that  their  own  ladings  jQiould  be  pick- 
ed out  and  completed  before  any  thing  was  removed 
out  of  the  work-fhops.  The  fcheme  which  the  French 
and  Dutch  had  contrived  together,  of  making  an 
exad  eftimate  of  the  number  of  weavers,  taking  on- 
ly half  between  them,  and  leaving  the  reft  to  the 
Englilh,  has  been  confidered  as  an  infult.  That  rul- 
ing nation  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that 
they  would  have  their  fadors  buy  the  goods  even  in 
Chandernagore ;  and  the  French  have  been  forced 
to  fubmit  to  this  hardlhip,  or  they  would  have  been 
excluded  from  every  market  in  Bengal.  In  a  word, 
they  have  fo  much  abufed  the  unjuft  right  of  vidory, 
that  a  philofopTier  might  be  tempted  to  wifh  for  the 
ruin  of  their  hberty,  were  not  the  people  infinitely 
more  oppreflive  and  cruel  und^r  the  government  of 
one  man,  than  under  a  government  tempered  by  the 
influence  of  many. 

•  As  long  as  things  remain  upon  the  prefent  footing 
in  that  opulent  part  of  Afia,  the  French  will  meet 
with  perpetual  hardlhips  and  mortifications,  and 
therefore  no  folid  and  lafting  advantage  can  accrue 
to  trade.  They  would  be  refcued  from  this  difgrace, 
if  they  could  exchange  Chandernagore  for  Chatigan. 
Chatigan  is  fituated  on  the  confines  of  Arracan. 
The  Portuguefe,  who  in  the  days  of  their  profperity, 
endeavoured  to  get  all  the  important  pofts  in  India 
into  their  own  hands,  made  a  confiderable  eftablifh- 
ment  at  that  place.  Thofe  who  were  fettled  there 
threw  oflf  the  yoke  of  their  native  country,  when  it 
became  a  part  of  the  Spanifli  dominions,  choofing  ra^ 
ther  to  turn  pirates  than  to  be  flaves.  They  long 
infe/led  the  neighbouring  coafts  and  feas  with  their 
depredations.    At  laft  they  were  attacked  by  the 
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Moguls,  who  raifed  a  colony  upon  their  ruins,  pow-  book 
terful  enough  to  prevent  any  inroads  which  the  peo- .    ^^\  , 
pie  of  Artacan  and  Pegu  might  be  tempted  to  make 
into  Bengal.     This  place  then  funk  into  obfcurity, 
till  1758,  when  the  £ngli(h  arrived  and  fettled  there. 

The  climate  is  healthy,  the  waters  excellent,  and 
|)rovifions  site  id  great  plenty ;  the  landing  is  eaf^, 
and  the  anchorage  fafe.  The  continent,  and  the 
ifland  of  Sondiva,  make  a  tolerable  harbour.  The  ri- 
vers Barramputri  and  £tki,  which  are  branches  of 
the  Ganges,  or  at  lead  communicate  with  it,  great- 
ly facilitate  commercial  operations.  If  Ghatigan  be 
further  diftant  from  Patna,  Gaffimbuzar,  and  fome 
other  markets,  than  the  European  colonies  on  the 
river  HUghly,  it  is  nearer  to  Jogdia,  Dacca,  and  all 
the  m^nufadures  of  the  lower  river.  It  is  a  matter 
of  no  confequence,  whether  fhips  of  burden  can  or 
cannot  enter  the.  Ganges  on  that  fide,  as  the  inland 
navigation  is  never  carried  on  but  with  boats. 

Though  the  knowledge  the  Englifh  had  of  thefe 
advantages  had  determined  them  to  feize  upon  Gha^ 
tigan,  we  are  inclined  to  think  they  would  have  giv- 
en it  up  at  the  laft  peace,  to  get  rid  of  the  French, 
and  remove  them  from  a  placie  which  lies  too  near 
thcif^)wn  fettlements,  and  which  long  habit  had  en- 
deared to  them.  We  even  prefume,  that  at  Ghati- 
gan, the  Englifli  would  have  defifted  from  thofe  con- 
ditions they  required  at  Ghandemagore,  which  ilamp 
a  difgrace  upon  the  pofleflbrs,  more  detrimental  to 
the  fcbemes  of  commerce  than  it  is  poffible  to  con- 
ceive. Trade  is  a  free  profeflion.  The  fea,  the  voy- 
ageSf  the  rifk,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  all  in- 
fpire  a  love  of  independence.  This  gives  life  and 
fpirit  to  trade,  which,  when  confined,  languifhes,  and 
is  loft. 

The  prefent  opportunity  is,  perhaps,  a  favourable 
one,  to  think  of  the  exchange  we  propofe.  The  for- 
tifications  which  the  Englifti  had  begun  to  ered  at 
Ghatigan  having  been  thrown  down  by  frequent 
earthquakes,  they  feem  to  have  taken  a  diflike  to  a 
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BOOK  place  for  which  they  had  fliown  fome  prediIediorf# 
,  ^y-  .  As  to  the  French,  this  inconvenience,  great  as  it  is» 
would  be  preferable  to  that  of  living  in  a  defence^  . 
lefs  town.  It  is  better  to  ftrivc  againft  nature  than 
againft  men,  and  to  be  expofed  to  the  fhocks  of  the 
earth  than  to  tlie  infults  of  nations.  The  French, 
Aiough  reftrained  at  Bengal,  fortunately  meet  with 
fome  compenfation,  in  having  abetter  fituation  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  / 

Prefcnt  To  the  north  of  that  very  extenfive  coaft,  they 
IJJ^^jjo^o^poffeis  Yanam,  in  the  province  of  Rajahmandry. 
u|^n  SS^  This  fadlory,  which  has  no  land  belonging  to  it,  and 
coaftofco-jg  fituated  nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  In- 
gerom,  was  formerly  a  very  flounlhing  one.  From 
miftaken  motives  it  was  negleded  about  the  year 
1748.  It  would,  however,  afford  goods  to  the  value 
of  4  or  500,000  livres  [&om  1 6,6661.  138.  4d.  to 
20,8331.  6s.  8d.],  as  the  cotton  manufadures  are 
very  confiderable  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  the 
cottons  remarkably  fine  and  good.  It  has  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  a  good  market  for  difpofing  of 
European  cloth.  The  trade  of  this  place  would  be 
more  lucrative,  if  they  were  not  obliged  to  fhare  the 
profit  with  the  Englifh,  who  have  a  fmall  fettlement 
within  two  miles  of  the  French.  <•*,  •    * 

The  competition  is  much  more  detrimental  to  their 
intereft  at  Mafulipatnam.  The  French,  who  former- 
ly were  matters  of  the  whole  town,  but  have  nothing 
left  now  except  the  fadory  they  had  before  1 749, 
cannot  poifibly  contend  with  the  Engliih,  who  make 
them  pay  duty  for  all  their  imports  and  exports,  and 
enjoy  befides  all  the  favour  in  their  own  trade;  which 
fovereignty  can.  command.  Things  bdng  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  the  French  confine  their  dealings  to 
the  purchafe  of  fome  fine  handkerchiefs  and  other 
callicoes,  to  Uie  amount  of  150,000  livres  [62501.]. 
It  is  far  otherwife  at  Karical. 

This  town,  fituated  in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjour, 
on^  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Coleroon,  which  will 
bear  fliips  of  150  tons  burden,  was  ceded  to  the 
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Company  in  1738,  by  a  dethroned  king,  who  wasB 
in  want  of  prote^on.  Having  been  reftored  before 
he  had  fulfilled  his  engagements,  he  retraced  the 
gift  he  hdd  made.  A  nabob  attaked  the  place  with 
His  army,  and  in  1739  gave  it  up  to  the  French,  who 
were  in  friendfhip  with  him.  Soon  after  this,  the 
ungrateful  and  perfidious  prince  wasNftrangled  by 
the  intrigues  of  his  uncles  ;  and  his  fucceflbr,  ^ho 
had  inherited  his  enemies  with  his  throne,  being  de- 
firous  of  obtaining  the  friendihip  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion, confirmed  them  in  their  pofleifion.  The  En- 
gUIh  took  the  place  in  1760,  and  blew  up  the  for- 
tifications.  It  was  afterwards  reftored  to  the  French, 
who  returned  thifher  in  1765. 

In  its  prefent  ftate,  Karicalis  an  open  place,  which 
may.  contain  15,000  inhabitants,  moft  of  them  era- 
ployed  in  weaving  ordinary  handkerchiefs  and  cot* 
tons,  for  the  wear  of  the  natives.  The  territory  be- 
longing  to  it,  which  has  been  confiderably  increafed 
by  the  conceffions  which  the  king  of  Tanjour  made 
in  1749,  is  now  once  more  what  it  was  at  firft,  two 
leagues  in  length,  and  one  league  in  the  broadefl 
part.  It  is  compofed  of  fifteen  hamlets,  of  which 
one  only  deferves  our  notice ;  this  is  called  Tirum- 
ale-Rayenpatnam,  and  contains  no  lefs  than  25,000 
fouls.  The  inhabitants  weave  and  paint  PerGans 
that  arc  tolerably  fine,  fit  for  Batavia  and  the  Phi- 
lippine iflands.  The  Coolies  and  Mohammedans  have 
fmall  veflels,  with  which  they  trade  to  Ceylon,  and 
along  the  coaft. 

France  may  draw  annually  from  this  fettlement, 
two  hundred  bales  of  cottons  or  handkerchiefs  fit  for 
Europe,  and  a  large  quantity  of  rice  for  the  fubfiit- 
cnce  of  her  other  colonies. 

All  goods  bought  at  Karical,  Yanam,  and  Mafu- 
lipatnam,  are  carried  to  Pondicherry,  the  chief  fet- 
tlement of  the  French  in  India. 

This  town,  which  rofe  from  fuch  fmall  beginnings, 
in  time  became  a  great,  powerful,  and  famous  city. 
The  ftreets,  which  are  all  ftraight,  and  moft  of  them 
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BOOK  brctad,  are  lined  with  two  rows  of  tree«,  which  keep 
,  ^^'  ,  them  cool  even  in  the  heat  of  day.  The  raoft  re- 
'  markable  public  edifices  are  a  mofqiie,  two  pagodas, 
two  churches,  and  the  govenipr*s  houfe,  which  is 
reckoned  the  moft  magnificent  building  in  the  Eaft. 
A  fmall  citadel  had  been  conftrufted  in  the  year  1 704^ 
but  it  is  of  no  ufe,  fince  houfes  have  been  allowed  to 
be  built  all  round  it.  To  fupply  the  lofs  of  this  de- 
fence, three  fides  of  the  town  had  been  fortified  with 
a  rampart,  a  ditch,  bafiions,  and  a  glacis,  which  was 
unfinilhed  in  fome  places.  The  road  was  defended 
by  fome  batteries  judicioufly  placed. 

The  town,  which  was  full  a  leagucin  circimiference, 
contained  70,000  inhabitants,  of  which  4000  >vere 
Europeans,  Meftee$,  or  Tppafles.  There  were  ^t 
moft  10,000  Mohammedans ;  the  reft  were  Indians, 
1 5,000  of  whom  were  Chriftians  and  the  others  of 
ieventeen  or  eighteen  different  cafts  or  tribes.  Three 
villages,  depe^ent  on  the  town,  might  contain 
10,000  fouls* 

Such  was  the  flute  of  the  colony,  when  the  En^fh 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1761,  utterly  deftroyed  it,  and  tinned  out  the  in- 
habitants^ Others  may,  perhaps,  examine  whether  th^ 
barbarous  right  of  war  could  juftify  fuch  enormities. 
Let  us  turn  away  oar  eyes  from  fo  many  cruelties  com- 
mitted by  a  free,  magnanimous,  and  enlightened  na- 
tion; and  confider  only  the  refolution  France  has  taken 
to  reftore  Pondichcrry  to  its  fi:>rmer  fplendour.  Every 
thing  concurs  to  juftify  the  wifdom  of  this  choice. 

This  town,  like  all  others  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del,  has  no  harbour,  but  it  has  a  much  more  com- 
modious road.  The  (hips  can  finchor  clofe  to  the 
ihore,  under  the  cannon  of  the  fortifications.  Its  ter-* 
ritory,  which  b  three  leagues  tong  and  one  league 
broad,  is  nothing  more  than  a  barren  iand-bank  on 
the  fea  coaft ;  but  the  greateft  p^  is  fit  for  the  cul- 
turc  of  rice,  vegetables,  and  a  root  called  chayaver. 
which  is  ufed  in  dying.  Two  finall  rivers  that  crofs 
the  country,  but  are  not  navigable,  afford  excellent 
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water  for  the  fame  parpofe^  particularly  for  the  blue  b 
dye.  Three  miles  from  the  town  is  a  lull,  which  rifes , 
a  hundred  toifes  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  is  a 
guide  to  (hips  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues; 
which  is  a  very  coniiderable  advantage  upon  fo  flat  a 
coaft.  At  the  top  of  this  hill  is  a  very  large  body  of 
water,  that  has  been  coUeding  for  ages,  and,  after 
refrefhing  and  fertilizing  a  fpacious  territory,  flows 
down  to  wHter  the  grounds  about  Pondicherry.  Laftly, 
The  colony  is  favourably  fituated  fot  the  reception  of 
provifions  and  merchandife  from  the  Garnatic,  the 
kingdoms  of  Myfore  and  Tanjour. 

Such  were  the  important  reafons  which  determined* 
France  to  rebuild  Pondicherry.  As  foon  as  her  agents 
appeared  on  the  nth  of  April  1765,  the  unfortunate 
Indians,  who  had  been  difperfed  by  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  by  political  intrigues,  flocked  thither  in 
great  numbers.  By  the  beginning  of  th€  year  1770; 
there  were  27,000  who  had  rebuilt  their  ruined  houfes. 
They  are  all  brought  up  in  the  idea,  that  no  man 
can  be  happy  who  does  not  die  in  the  very  place 
where  he  firft  faw  the  light.  This  prejudice,  fo  pleaf* 
ing  to  them,  and  which  it  may  be  fo  ufeful  to  keep 
up,  will  undoubtedly  make  them  all  return,  as  foon 
as  the  town  is  enclofed. 

This  defign  was  fet  on  foot  fome  years  after  the 
French  had  regained  poflHfion  of  the  place.  No 
other  idea  was  then  entertained  with  regard  to  build- 
ing upon  a  fandy  foil,  where  the  foundations  mufl 
necefiarily  be  laid  in  the  Water,  than  that  of  a  fortifi- 
cation r^Ked  Jur  puitSt  a  very  expenfive  kind  of  work, 
and  to  which  there  is,  as  it  were,  no  end.  M.  Bourcet 
prefferred  the  ereding  of  it  upon  forelands,  with  a 
revftement  (or  outward  coating)  of  no  thicknefs.  Hop- 
ing to  two  fifths  of  its  height,  and  fupported  by  a  ram- 
part of  wet  earth,  well  beat  and  compaded.  Thefc 
forelands  bad  been  formerly  employed  in  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  the  walls  furrounding  the  place  :  but  the 
foundation  of  the  walls  which  fupported  them  had  not 
Jjecn  laid  fufficiently  deep  to  prevent  the  finking  that 
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BOOK  would  have  been  produced  by  the  running  off  of  the 

*  /^^'  J  fands  which  might  have  efcaped  from  under  thefe 

fou«dations ;  an  advantage  which  the  new  mode  of 

conftpudion  was  far  from  having.     Upon  this  bad 

plan  a  thoufand  toifes  of  revetement  were  raifed. 

No  fooner  were  the  miniftry  in  Europe  informed  of 
the  defedts  of  thefe  works,  than  they  fent  M,  Def- 
claifons,  a  man  diftinguifhcd  in  the  corps  of  engineers 
by  his  probity  and  talents.  This  Ikilful  engineer  did 
not  adopt  either  the  fortifications  fur  puits  ;  or  thofe 
on  forelands  with  revitemens  Hoping  to  two  fifths  of 
their  height.  He  began  his  work  in  February  1770, 
and  completed  in  feven  months  an  extent  of  fix  hun- 
dred  and  thirty -fix  toifes ;  with  ten  feet  of  net  ma- 
fonry  above  the  foundation,  which  was  laid  at  the 
loweft  point  wh^re  it  was  poflTible  to  drain  oflT  the 
waters.  His  mafonry  was  folid,  and  his  revetement 
conftruded  according  to  thQ  rules  of  the  greateft 
maftera. 

The  fpirit  of  intrigue,  which  then  carried  every 
thing  at  Verfailles;  occafioned  M.  Defclaifons  to  be 
recalled,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  fame  engineer 
whofe  works  had  fo  juftly  been  cenfured.  This  man 
had  recourfe  to  his  former  method,  although  every 
thing  he  had  done  before  was  already  cracked  j  and 
he  executed  a  new  extent  of  fortification  of  eight 
^  hundred  toifes,  which  fell  to  pieces  in  the  fame  man<. 
ner  as  the  former. 

The  voice  of  reafon,  whieh  will  fometimes  make 
itfelf  be  heard,  prevailed  upon  the  government  to 
apply  again  to  M.  Defclaifons  in  1775.  He  was  de^ 
fired  to  undertake  the  completion  of  the  works  of 
Pondicherry,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  keep  the  forti- 
fications that  were  already  creded.  This  mode  of 
proceeding  was  too  repugnant  to  found  principles  for 
him  to  accede  to  it ;  and  he  judged  it  indifpenfibly 
neceflary  to  facrifice  every  thing  that  had  been  ex^ 
ecuted  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  art.  He  demon-* 
flrated,  that  the  works  ereded  upon  forelands  were  im* 
proper  both  for  defence  and  duration;  that  the  inclined 
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reoeumens  could  not  fail  of  breaking  either  horizontal-  book 
ly  or  vertically ;  that  a  wall  placed  before  the  fore-  .  ^^'  ^ 
lands  muft  neceflarily  make  them  decay,  and  might 
occafion  the  linking  and  deftruftion  of  the  revetemens 
themfelves.  His  opinion  was,  that  it  was  proper  to 
defend  Pondicherry  according  to  the  methods  prac- 
tifed  in  Europe ;  and  that  an  enclofure  with  limple 
baftions  and  a  few  out-works  was  fufficient.  The 
expences  of  this  fortification  were  to  amount  to  five 
millions  of  livres  [208,333!.  6s.  8d.].  This  reafoning, 
though  not  controverted,  was  not  acceded  to ;  and 
the  place  remained  defencelefs,  or  in  a  ftate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  ruin,  which  is  every  day  increafing. 

The  French  factories  in  India,  in  their  prefcnt  ftate, 
do  not  produce  more  than  aoo,ooo  Uvres  [8333I  65. 
8d.],  while  they  coft  more  than  2,000,000  of  livres 
r83,333L  6s.  8d.]  every  year.  This  is  a  very  con- 
Uderable  facrifice,  and  yet  it  is  lefs  than  what  is  re- 
quired for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  ifles  of  France  and 
Bourbon,  which  are  not  in  fo  flouriihing  a  ftate  as 
they  were  expeded  to  have  be;pn. 

Bourbon  is  fixty  miles  in  length,  and  forty-five  in  Prcfent 
breadth  ;  but  nature  has  rendered  ufelefs  the  grcateft  ^^  ®^*^ 
part  of  this  extenfive  fpace.  Three  inacceffible  peaks,  Boarboiu 
which  are  fixteen  hundred  toifes  high ;  a  dreadful 
vulcano,  the  environs  of  which  are  always  burnt  up ; 
numberlefs  ravines,  of  fo  fteep  a  defcent  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  clear  the  foil ;  mountains,  the  fummit 
of  w&ich  is  conftantly  arid;  coafts  in  general  covered 
with  ftones :  thefe  are  fo  many  natural  and  unfur- 
mountable  obftacles  to  a  cultivation  of  any  extent. 
Moft  of  the  land^  even,  which  can  be  cultivated,  are 
Hoping ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  beft  found* 
cd  expeftations  iruftrated  by  torrents. 

A  beautiful  iky,  a  pure  air,  a  delicious  climate,  and 
wholefome  waters,  have,  however,  coUeded  in  the 
ifland  a  population  of  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty  white  men,  well-made,  ftrong,  courageous,  and 
diftributed  in  nine  parifties,  of  which  that  of  St.  Dennis 
ib  the  principal.    Thefe  men,  a  few  years  ago,  were 
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BOOK  celebrated  for  a  fpirit  of  candour,  equity,  and  mode* 
w^^^^'  .  ration,  worthy  of  the  primitive  ages.  The  war  of 
X756  produced  fome  littk  alteration  >n  their  charac- 
ter, without  affeding  materially  their  morals. 

Thefe  virtues  were  the  more  remarkable,  as  they 
fprang  up  and  were  maintained  in  the  midft  of  fix* 
and-twenty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-five 
flaves,  according  to  the  calculation  made  in  1776. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  colony  reckoned  feven-and- 
fifty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight  animals, 
not  one  of  which  was  devoted  to  agriculture.  Ex- 
cepting two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one 
horfes,  which  were  employed  for  different  purpofes, 
the  reft  were  entirely  deftined  for  fubfiftence. 

In  this  year,  the  produce  of  the  harveft  rofe  to  five 
millions  four  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  twenty- 
five  quintals  of  com ;  to  three  millions  one  hundred^ 
and  ninety-one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty  tons 
of  rice  j  to  twenty-two  millions  four  hundred  and 
fixty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  tons  of  maize ;  and 
to  two  millions  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  tons  of  pulfe.  Moft  of  thefe 
produdions  were  confumed  in  Bourbon  itfelf ;  the 
reft  fupplied  fubfiftence  to  the  Ifle  of  France. 

The  colony  cultivated  for  the  mother-country  eight 
millions  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand 
coffee  plants,  the  fruit  of  which  is  of  the  beft  kind 
next  to  that  of  Arabia.  Each  of  thefe  trees  yielded 
originally  near  two  pounds  of  coffee.  This  produce 
is  diminiftied  by  three  fourths,  fince  the  cultivation 
has  been  carried  on  in  an  open  country ;  fince  the 
planters  have  been  imder  a  neceffity  of  growing  their 
trees  in  an  exhaufted  foil,  and  fince  the  infeds  have 
attacked  them. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  will  never  attend  to  the 
improvement  of  a  colony,  where  fteep  fhores;  and  a 
fea  violently  agitated,  render  the  navigation  always 
dangerous  and  often  impradicable.  It  were  rather 
to  be  wiflned  that  it  might  be  abandoned,  becaufe  it 
is  a  powerful  attradion  to  fome  men,  and  to  fome 
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jBxertions,  which  ihould  rather  l^e  all  concentrated  in  b  o  o  k 
the  Iflc  of  France,  which  is  only  five-and-thirty .  ^y*  ^ 
leagues  difiant  from  it. 

According  to  the  obfervations  of  the  Abb^  de  la  prefcnt 
Caille,  this  other  pofleflion  meafures  thirty-one  thou-  ^^^^f  ^^ 
fand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  toifes  in  its  greateft  France,  im. 
diameter;    twenty-two   thoufand  one  hundred  and^]^^*^^^^ 
twenty.four  in  its  greateft  breadth;  and  four  hundred  mem.  ao 
and   thirty-two   thoufand  fir  hundred  and  eighty  ^"h°'i^ 
acres  of  fuperficies.     Numbers  of  mountains  are  to  ?Jf^*^ 
J>e  feen  in  it ;  not  one  of  which  is  more  than  four  and^of w^t 
hundred  and  twenty-four  toifes  high.     Although  the  ft»ii  "jiams 
foil  be  in  all  parts  covered  with  ftones  of  a  greater  or  for  it.  ***** 
iefs  fize,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  tiUed  with  the  plough, 
but  muft  be  worked  with  the  fpade,  it  is  rievertheleft 
fit  for  many  things.     Though  more  fuperficial  and 
iefs  fertile  than  that  of  Bourbon,  it  is  more  generally 
fufceptible  of  cultivation. 

This  ifland  for  a  long  time  engaged  the  fpecula- 
tion,  rather  than  the  induftry  of  its  pofleflbrs ;  they 
wafted  their  time  in  conjedures  concerning  the  ufe  it 
might  be  put  to. 

Some  were  inclined  to  make  a  mart  of  it,  where 
all  India  goods  ihould  centre.  They  were  to  be 
brought  thither  on  India  bottoms,  and  then  ihipped 
pn  board  French  veffek,  which  were  never  to  go  any 
further.  A  double  advantage  evidently  arofe  from 
this  fcheme;  firft,  the  expences  were  leflened,  as 
both  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  India  failors  is  very 
trifling  j  and,  fecondly,  the  ihips  crews  were  better 
preferved,  for  thefe  were  fometimes  deftroyed  by  the 
length  of  the  voyage  alone,  and  ftill  more  frequently 
by  the  climate,  efpecially  in  Arabia  and  at  Bengal. 
This  plan  met  with  no  fupport.  It  was  feared  that 
the  Company  would  fall  into  contempt,  unlefs  they 
difplayed,  in  thefe  diftant  latitudes,  a  naval  force 
fufficient  to  enfure  refpeft. 

Others,  agreeably  to  a  new  fyftem  which  engaged 
their  attention,  were  of  opinion  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Iflc  of  France  fliould  be  allowed  to  trade  to 
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K  India,  which  they  had  never  yet  been  fuflfered  to  do# 
The  fupporters  of  this  fyfiem  maintained,  that  the 
proposed  freedom  would  prove  an  abundant  fource  of 
wealth  to  the  colony,  and  confequently  to  the  mother- 
cormtry.  But  the  ifland  was  then  in  want  of  both 
veflels  and  fpecie  ;  it  had  no  articles  for  exportation, 
nor  means  of  confumption.  For  all  thefe  reafons, 
the  experiment  proved  unfucceisful,  and  it  was  re- 
folved  that  the  ifland  ihould  be  entirely  confined  to 
-agriculture. 

This  new  regulation  gave  rife  to  frefh  miftakes. 
Men  were  fent  from  the  mother-country  to  the 
colony,  who  neither  underftood  hufbandry,  nor  weje 
accuftomed  to  labour.  The  lands  were  diilributed  at 
a  venture,  and  without  diiUnguifhing  what  was  to 
be  cleared  from  what  did  not  want  it.  Money 
was  advanced  to  the  planters,  not  in  proportion  to 
their  induftry,  but  to  the  intereft  they  could  make 
with  the  government.  The  Company  who  got  cent, 
per  cent,  upon  the  commodities  the  colony  drew 
from  Europe,  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  thofe  that 
were  fent  in  from  India,  required  that  the  produce 
of  the  country  Ihould  be  delivered  into  their  ware- 
houfes  at  a  very  low  price.  To  complete  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  ccdony,  the  Company,  wha  had  kept  all 
the  power  in  their  own  hands,  broke  their  engage- 
ments they  had  entered  into  with  their  fubjedis,  or 
rather  with  their  flaves. 

Under  fuch  an  adminiilration,  no  improvements 
could  be  expeded.  Difcouragement  threw  moft  of 
the  colonifts  into  a  ftate  of  inadion.  Thofe  who  had 
fome  fhare  of  induftry  remaining,  were  either  in 
want  of  the  means  that  lead  to  profperity,  or  were 
not  fupported  by  that  ftrength  of  mind  which  en- 
ables  men  to  furmount  the  difficulties  always  attend- 
ing upon  new  fettlements.  Thofe  who  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  and  obferving  the  agriculture  of  the 
Ifle  of  France,  found  it  little  better  than  what  they 
had  feen  among  the  iavages. 

In  1764,  the  government  took  the  colony  under  its 
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own  immediate  controul.  From  that  period,  to  l^^6y  book 
a  population  has  been  fuccflively  formed  there  of  fix  ^  ^^' 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  white  men, 
including  two  thoufand  nine  ^hundred  and  fifty-five 
foldiers;  of  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- nine  free 
negroes,  and  of  twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  (laves.  The  cattle  on  the  ifland  has 
alfo  been  increafed  to  twenty-five-thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-feven. 

The  coffee  tree  has  employed  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  planters ;  but  the  hurricanes  that  have  fuc- 
ceeded  each  other  with  extreme  rapidity,  have  pre- 
'vented  any  advantage  being  derived  from  thefe  plan- 
tations. The  foil  itfelf,  which  is  in  general  ferrugin- 
ous and  of  little  depth,  feems  improper  for  this  cul- 
ture. It  might,  therefore,  with  reafon  be  doubted, 
whether  it  would  fucceed  here,  if  even  the  govern- 
ment had  not  endeavoured  to  check  it,  by  the  duties 
that  have  been  laid  on  the  coffee  at  its  going  out  of 
the  ifland,  and  at  its  entrance  in  France. 

Three  fugar  plantations  have  been  eftablifhed,  and 
thefe  are  fuflicient  for  the  wants  of  the  colony. 

No  more  than  forty  thoufand  weight  of  cotton  has 
yet  been  gathered.  This  lafl  commodity  is  of  a  good 
kind,  and  every  thing  promifes  aa  increafe  of  it. 

The  camphor,  the  aloes,  the  cocoa  tree,  the  agal- 
lochuih,  the  fago,  the  cardamom,  the  cinnamon  tree, 
^nd  many  other  vegetables  proper  to  Afia,  which 
have  been  naturalized  in  the  ifland,  will,  probably, 
always  remain  objeds  of  mere  curiofity. 

S6me  iron  mines  had  been  difcovered  a  long  time ; 
but  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to  abandon  thefe, 
becauife"  they  could  not  fupport  the  competition  of 
thofe  in  Europe. 

It  is  well  known,  that  for  thefe  two  hundred  years, 
the  Dutch  have  been  enricffing  themfelves  by  the 
fale  of  cloves  and  nutmegs.  To  fecure  to  themfelves 
the  exclufive  trade  of  thefe  articles,  they  have  de- 
ftroyed  or  enflaved  the  nation  that  was  in  poflTeflTion 
,of  thofe  fpices  |  and,  left  the  price  of  them  fhould 
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s  o  o  K  fall,  even  in  their  own  hands,  they  have  rooted  u{) 
^  moft  of  the  trees,  and  have  frequently  burnt  the  fruit 
of  thofe  they  had  preferved. 

This  barbarous  avidity,  which  has  fo  often  excited 
the  indignation  of  oth^r  nations,  fo  ftrongly  exafpe- 
rated  Mr.  Poivre  (who  had  travelled  all  over  Alia  as 
a  naturalifl  and  a  philofopher),  that  he  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  authority  he  was  intruded  with  in  the  Ifle 
of  France,  and  fent  men  into  the  leaft  frequented 
parts  of  the  Moluccas,  to  fearch  for  what  avarice  had 
for  fo  long  a  time  with-holden  from,  the  reft  of  the 
world.  The  labours  of  thofe  intrepid  and  fagacious 
navigators,  in  whom  he  had  confided,  were  crowned 
with  fuccefs. 

On  the  27th  of  June  1770,  they  brought  to  the 
Ifle  of  France  450  nutmeg,  and  70  clove  trees ;  10,000 
nutmegs,  either  growing,,  or  ready  to  grow ;  and  a 
cheft  of  cloves,  feveral  of  which  were  fprung  upj 
Two  years  after  this,  another  importation  was  made, 
much  more  confiderable  than  the  former. 
•  Some  of  thefe  precious  plants  were  carried  to  the 
iflands  of  Seychelles,  of  Bourbon,  and  of  Cayenne ; 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  reipained  in  the  Ifle  of 
France.  All  thofe  which  were  diftributed  among  pri- 
vate perfons  periflied.  The  care  of  the  moft  flcilful 
botanifts,  the  moft  confl^nt  attention,  and  the  moft 
confiderable  expences,  could  not  preferve,  even  in 
the  king's  garden,  more  than  fifty-eight  nutmeg,  and 
thirty-eight  clove  trees.  In  the  month  of  Odober 
1775,  two  of  thefe  laft  bore  flowers,  which  were 
changed  into  fruit  the  next  year.  That  which  we 
have  feen  is  fmall,  dry,  and  meagre.  If  they  are 
not  improved  by  a  long  naturalization,  the  Dutch 
will  only  have  had  a  falfe  alarm,  aiid  they  will  re- 
main tmnuitably  the  mafters  of  the  fpice  trade. 

Sound  policy  has  given  another  deftination  to  the 
Ifle  of  France.  The  quantity  of  com  there  muft  be 
increafed  ;  and  the  crops  of  rice  extended  by  a  more 
judicious  diftribution  of  the  waters :  it  is  equally  im- 
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portant  to  attend  to  the  multiplying  of  the  cattle,  book 
and  to  the  improvement  of  the  breed.  ,    ^^' 

Thefe  objeds  of  firft  neceffity  were  for  a  long  time 
inconfiderable,  although  it  was  an  eafy  matter  to 
form  pafturages,  and  although  the  foil  yielded  twenty 
for  one.  Only  a  few  years  ago  it  was  fuggefted  to 
the  government,  to  buy  up,  at  a  good  price,  all  the 
grain  which  the  planters  might  have  to  fell ;  and  at 
this  period  the  harvefts  were  increafed.  If  this  plan 
be  uninterruptedly  followed,  the  colony  will  foon  fur- 
niih  provifions  for  its  inhabitants,  for  the  navigators 
that  may  frequent  its  roads,  and  for  the  armies  and 
fleets  which  circumftances  will  fooner  or  later  bring 
there.  Then  this  ifland  Svill  be  what  it  fliould,  the 
bulwark  of  all  the  fettlements  which  France  poflfefles, 
or  may  one  day  acquire  in  the  Indies  ;  the  centre  of 
all  military  operations,  offenfive  or  defenlive,  which 
her  intereft  will  oblige  her  to  undertake,  or  to  fuftain, 
in  thefe  diilant  regions. 

It  is  fituated  in  the  African  feas,  juil  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Indian  ocean.  Though  raifed  as  high 
as  arid  or  burning  coafts,  it  is  temperate  and  whole- 
fome.  As  it  lies  a  little  out  of  the  qommon  track, 
its  expeditions  can  be  carried  on  with  greater  fecrecy. 
Thofe  who  wifh  it  was  nearer  to  our  continent,  do 
not  confider  that,  if  it  were  fo,  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  pafs  in  a  fliort  time  from  its  road  to  the  gulfs  in 
the  moft  diftant  of  thefe  regions,  which  is  an  ineftim- 
able  advantage  to  a  nation  that  has  no  fea-port  in 
India. 

Great  Britain  fees,  with  a  jealous  eye,  her  rivaU 
poflefled  of  a  fettlement  where  the  ruin  of  her  pro- 
perty in  Afia  may  be  prepared.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  a  war,  her  utmoft  efforts  will  certainly  be  exerted 
againft  a  colony  that  threatens  her  richeft  treafures. 
What  a  misfortune  for  France,  Ihould  Ihe  fuflfer  her- 
felf  to  be  deprived  of  it ! 

Yet  what  have  we  not  to  fear,  when  we  fee  that  to 
this  day  no  care  has  been  taken  for  the  defence  of 
this  iflaiid  i  that  the  means  for  this  purpofe  have  al« 
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BOOK  ways  been  wanting,  or  mifapplied  ;  that  the  court  of 
.  '^'  .  Verfailles,  from  yeat  to  year,  has  waited  for  the  di- 
fpatches  of  the  diredors  to  come  to  a  determination 
on  this  point,  juft  as  one  would  wait  for  the  return  of 
a  courier  from  the  frontiers ;  and  that  even  at  the 
time  we  are  writing,  there  is  ftill  perhaps  a  difpute, 
refpeding  the  kind  of  proteftion  which  it  is  moll 
expedient  to  adopt  for  a  fettlement  of  this  import- 
ance. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  feamen,  that  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  Ifle  of  France  muft  depend  entirely  on 
the  naval  forces  :  but  they  acknowledge,  that  thefe 
forces  cannot  fulfil  this  intention,  till  they  have  been 
Iheltered  from  thofe  hurricanes  fo  frequent  and  fo 
terrible,  which  prevail  in  thefe  latitudes  from  the 
month  of  December  to  that  of  April.  A  great  num- 
ber of  merchantmen  have  indeed  been  loft,  and  whole 
fquadrons  have  received  fo  much  injury,  even  in  Port- 
Lewis,  the  only  one  to  which  feamen  at  prefent  re- 
fort,  that  too  much  labour  cannot  be  beftowed  in 
guarding  againft  thefe  dreadful  events.  For  a  long 
time,  the  government  paid  Uttle  attention  to  this  im- 
portant objedl.  It  has  at  length  determined  to  dig 
a  large  harbour  in  this  road,  in  the  comfortable  hope 
that  fhips  of  all  dimenfions  may  one  day  find  a  fafe 
afylum  here. 

.This  bufinefs  cannot  be  puflied  on  with  too  much 
expedition ;  but  fuppofing  it  executed  with  every 
poffible  fuccefs,  the  maritime  forces  would  ftill  be  in- 
fufiicient  for  the  defence  of  the  colony.  The  ftate 
will  never  fubjeft  itfelf  to  the  expence  of  maintain- 
ing conftantly  a  ftationary  fquadron  in  thefe  latitudes  j 
and  it  is  poffible  that  the  ifland  may  be  attacked  in 
the  abfence  of  the  fleet,  which  may  alfo  be  deftroyed 
by  ficknefs  or  by  a  ftorm.  Let  it  be  a  ftrong  or  a 
weak  one,  it  ftill  runs  the  rifk  of  being  beaten  ; 
and  even  if  it  were  victorious,  an  opportunity  may 
have  been  feized  of  landing  troops  during  the  aftion. 
Thefe  troops  would  immediately  ^arch  on  to  the 
port,  and  would  make  themfelves  matters  of  it,  as 
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Weil  as  of  the  vidorious  fhips,  which  might  have  b  ci  o  k 
taken  Ihelter  there  in  order  to  refit  By  this  ma- ,  ^^* 
noeuvre,  which  is  a  very  fimple  one,  a  valuable  fet- 
tlement  would  fall,  without  ftrikiiig  a  bbw,  into  the 
hands  of  an  enterprifing  and  fkilful  enemy.  Thefe 
appreheniions,  which  are  well  founded,  argue  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fortifications. 

Some  engineers  haVe  imagined,  that  batteries  judi- 
ciouily  difpofed  along  the  coafl,  would  be  fufficient 
to  prevent  the  befiegers  from  landing.  But  fince  it 
has  beeii  afcert^ned  that  the  ifland  is  acceflible  to 
boats  in  the  greateft  part  of  its  circumference,  that 
even  in  federal  places,  a  defcent  eduld  be  efieded 
by  force  under  the  proteftion  of  the  men  of  war,  this 
plan  has  been  relinquifhed.  It  has  been  underilood, 
that  there  would  be  an  infinite  number  of  pofts  to 
fortify;  that  the  expences  would  be  endlefs ;  that 
too  many  troops  would  be  wanted ;  and  that  the  di- 
ftribution  of  them  would  leave  every  point  expofed 
to  the  confequence  of  a  landing  executed  fuddenly, 
or  by  furprife. 

The  idea  of  a  war  of  pofts  h^s  not  been  thought  a 
more  fortunate  one.  The  Ifle  of  France,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  advantage  of  pofts,  will  never  coUedl  a 
fufficient  body  of  troops  to  refift  thofe  which  the 
enemy  may  bring  there;  The  perfons  who  have  pro- 
pofed  this  idea^  have  laid  a  ftrefs  upon  the  affiftancc 
to  be  obtained  from  the  colonifts  and  the  flaves  :  but 
they  have  been  obliged  at  length  to  acknowledge, 
that  this  multitude,  which  might  poffibly  be  of  fomd 
ufe  behind  good  ramparts,  could  be- of  little  or  no 
fervice  in  the  open  field. 

The  projeft  of  building  and  fortifying  a  city  in  the 
inland  parts,  has  for  a  long  time  had  its  partifans. 
Such  an  eftabliftiment  appeared  to  them  proper  to 
keep  the  beliegers  at  a  diftance  from  the  centre  of 
the  colony,  and  to  force  them,  in  time,  to  relinquifli 
any  advantages  they  might  have  gained  at  firfi.  They 
would  not  be  convinced  that  without  any  movement 
on  the  part  of  an  enemy,  who  was  become  mafter  9^ 
m  II  L 
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B  o  o  Kthe  ports  and  of  the  coafts,  the  garrifon,  deprived  of 
^^'  every  external  communication,  would  foon  be  redu- 
•ced  to  the  neceffity  of  furrendering  at  difcretion,  or 
of  perifhing  with  famine.  And  even  if  the  enemy 
were  to  do  nothing  more  than  fill  up  the  roads,  and 
deftroy  the  arfenals,  magazines,  and  all  the  public 
edifices,  would  not  their  principal  objeft  be  fulfilled? 
Of  what  concern  would  it  be  then  to  them,  that  there 
fhould  be  'a  fortrefs  and  a  garrifon  in  the  midft  of  dfn 
ifland,  incapable  of  giving  them  any  uneafinefs,  .or' 
of  exciting  their  jealoufy  in  future  ? 

After  fo  many  variations  and  fuch  uncertainties  of 
opinion,  the  government  has  begun  to  be  convinced, 
that  the  only  method  of  defending  the  colony  is  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  its  two  ports  ;  to  eftablifli 
a  communication  that  fhall  give  rife  to  internal  con- 
nexions between  them ;  that  fliall  facilitate  a  ready 
diftribution  of  the  forces  according  to  the  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  Ihall  make  the  fuccours  which 
might  arrive  from  without  by  one  or  other  of  its  roads, 
common  to  both  parties. 

Port-Bourbon,  where  the  Dutch  had  formed  their' 
fettlement,  and  Port-Louis,  the  only  one  to  which 
the  French  refort,  had  not  hitherto  appeared  capable 
of  being  fortified  :  the  firft,  on  account  of  its  vaft 
extent,  the  latter,  on  account  of  the  irregular  heights 
which  furround  it.  But  the  Chevalier  d'Ar^on  has 
propofed  a  plan  which  has  removed  all  thefe  difficul- 
ties, and  which,  after  the  fulleft  difcuflion,  has  ob- 
tained the  approbation  of  thofe  who  are  the  bell  ac 
quainted  with  this  important  art.  The  expences  at- 
tending the  executioil  of  this  great  projeft  have  been 
rigidly  calculated,  and  it  is  affirmed  that  they  will 
not  be  confiderable. 

But  what  number  of  troops  will  be  wanted  to  de- 
fend thefe  fortifications  ?  The  fkilful  engineer  ufually 
requires  but  few.  He  is  well  aware,  that  if  many 
were  to  be  fent,  they  would  foon  grow  effeminate 
by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  become  corrupt  by  the 
defire  and  expedation  of  gain,  ruined  by  debauch- 
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Iciry,  and  enervated  by  idlenefs.  Accordingly,  he  b  o  o  k 
has  reduced  them  in  time  of  peace  to  two  thoufand  ^^• 
men,  who  will  be  eafily  reftrained,  exercifed,  and 
difcipliiied.  This  number  appears  to  him  fufficient 
to  refift  any  fudden  or  unexpected  attack  that  might 
fall  on  the  colony.  If  it  were  threatened  with  ex- 
traordinary danger  from  great  preparation^,  a  mini* 
fter,  attentive  to  the  ftorms  that  are  gathering,  would 
have  time  enough  to  fend  over  the  forces  neceflary 
to  defend  it,  or  to  aft  in  Indoftan  according  to  cir- 
cumflances. 

Some  perfons  will  difapprove  of  thefe  views.  The 
Ifle  of  France  colls  the  ftate  annually  eight  millions 
of  livres  [333,3331.  6s,  8d.],  This  expence,  which 
Ivill  fcarce  admit  of  any  redudidn,  excites  the  indig* 
nation  of  many  good  citizens.  Their  wilh  is,  that  this 
fettlement  ihould  be  abandoned  as  well  as  Bourbon^ 
which  is  only  a  burdenfome  appendage  to  it. 

This  indeed  would  be  the  fcheme  mod  expedient 
to  be  adopted,  if  we  confidered  only  the  lariguifhing 
trade  now  carried  on  by  the  French  in  India.  But 
political  fpeculations  reach  beyond  this  objeft.  It 
is  forefeen,  that  if  this  refolution  Were  adhered  to, 
the  Englifh  would  drive  all  foreign  nations  from  the 
Afiatic  feas ;  that  they  would  appropriate  to  them- 
felves  all  the  riches  of  thefe  extenfive  regions  ;  and 
ihat  fo  many  powerful  refdurceS  united  in  their  hands 
would  give  theni  a  dangerous  influence  in  Europe. 
Thefe  cotlfiderations  ought  ftill  more  fully  to  con- 
vince thie  court  of  Verfaillcs  of  the  neceffity  of  for- 
tifying the  Ifle  of  France ;  at  the  fame  time  taking 
the  riloft  efFc6lual  precautions  not  to  be  impofed  upon 
by  the  agents  chofen  to  carry  this  poiiit  into  execu-^ 
tion. 

However,  there  is  fo  necelTary  a  cdnne6Vion  be-  . 
twecn  the  Ifle  of  France  and  Pondicherry,  that  thofc 
two  pofleffions  are  entirely  dependent  on  each  other; 
for,  without  the  Ifle  of  France,  there  would  be  nd 

?rote6lion  for  the  fettlements  in  India ;  and,  without 
bndicherry,  the  Ifle  of  France  w%uld  be  expofed  to 
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B  00  K  the  invafion  of  the  Englilh  from  Afia  as  well  as  froni 
'^      Europe. 

The  Me  of  France  and  Pondicherry,  when  confi-^ 
dered  as  havmg  a  neceflary  and  mutual  connedlion^ 
will  be  a  fecurity  to  one  another.  Pondicherry  will 
proted  the  Ifle  of  France,  as  being  the  rival  of  Ma- 
dras, which  the  Engliih  muft  always  coveir  with  their 
land  and  fea  forces  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Ifle 
of  France  will  always  be  ready  to  fuccour  Pondi-^ 
cherry,  or  to  a£t  ofienfively,  as  circumftances  ihall 
require. 

From  thefe  principles  it  appears  how  requifite  it 
is,  after  having  fortified  the  Ifle  of  France,  to  put 
Pondicherry  immediately  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  This 
place  will  become  the  neceflary  flaple  of  all  the  trade 
carried  on  with  India,  as  ^ell  as  a  depofit  of  all  the 
troops  and  provifions  that  will  be  fent  there.  It  will 
alfo  ferv^  to  proted  a  fmall  force,  when  oflfenfive 
meafures  are  purfued. 

When  the  Ifle  of  France  and  Pondicherry  are  once 
put  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  will  no  longer  fcruple  to  afford  the  merchants 
that  prote6tion  which  the  fovereign  owes  to  his  fub- 
je6ls,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  dominions.  The 
Britilh  miniftry,  on  their  parts,  will  be  more  fully 
convinced,  than  they  have  hitherto  appeared  to  be, 
of  the  neceffity  of  reftraining  the  EngUfti  traders 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  juftice.  But 
will  the  Engliih  Company  be  made  to  give  up  the 
abufe  of  power,  and  to  renounce  thofe  loofe  princi* 
pies  which  their  aftonifhing  fuccefs  has  infpired  them 
with?  This  cannot  be  expeded.  Their  refiftance 
would  produce  acrimony :  the  interefl:  ot  the  two  na- 
tions would  clafli,  and  war  would  enfue. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  fuggeft  any  idea  that  would 
tend  to  rekindle  the  flames  of  difcord.  Rather  let 
the  voice  of  reafon  and  philofophy  be  heard  by  the 
rulers  of  the  world.  May  all  fovereigns,  after  fo 
many  ages  of  error,  learn  to  prefer  the  virtuous  glo* 
17  of  making  a  fe%7  men  happy,  to  the  mad  ambi* 
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tion  of  reigning  over  wafted  regions,  and  people  groan-  book 
ing  under  the  weight  of  oppreffion  !  May  all  men, ,  ^'  . 
become  brethren,  accuftom  themfelves  to  coiifider 
the  univerfe  as  one  family  under  the  eye  of  one  com- 
mon Father!  But  thefe  wiflies,  which  are  thofe  of 
every  enlightened  and  humane  man,  will  appear  as 
idle  dreams  to  ambitious  minifters,  who  hold  the  reins 
of  empire.  Their  bufy  and  reftlefs  difpoiition  will 
ftill  flied  torrents  of  blood. 

Some  pitiful  commercial  intereft  will  again  arm  the 
French  and  the  Engliih.  Though  Great  Britain,  in 
moft  of  her  wars,  has  aimed  chiefly  at  deftroying  the 
induftry  of  her  neighbours ;  and  though  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  her  naval  forces  may  ftill  keep  up  the  hope, 
fo  often  difappointed,  of  tffe&mg  this ;  yet  we  may 
fafely  foretel  that  ftie  would  choofe  to  remove  the 
fcene  of  adion  from  the  feas  of  Afia,  where  flie  would 
have  fo  little  to  gain;  and  fo  much  to  lofe.  That 
power  is  not  ignorant  of  the  fecret  wiflies  formed  on 
all  fides  for  the  overthrow  of  an  edifice  which  eclipfes 
all  the  reft.  The  fubah  of  Bengal  is  fecretly  exafpe«^ 
rated  that  he  has  not  even  the  appearance  of  authority 
left.  The  fubah  of  the  Decan  is  inconfolable  to  fee 
his  commerce  under  the  controul  of  a  foreign  power. 
The  nabob  of  Arcot  endeavours  to  difpel  the  jealou- 
fies  of  his  tyrants.  The  Marattas  are  exafperated  to 
find  perpetual  obftacles  to  their  depredations.  All 
the  powers  of  thefe  countries  are  either  adually  en- 
flaved,  or  think  themfelves  on  the  eve  of  being  fo. 
England,  we  may  prefume,  would  not  wifh  to  fee  the 
French  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  confederacy.  On  the 
contrary,  we  may  venture  to  foretel,  that  a  ftrift 
neutrality  for  India  would  be  the  wifeft  plan  they 
could  purfue,  and  the  one  they  would  moft  readily 
adopt. 

But  would  this  fyftem  be  as  eligible  for  their  ri- 
vals? Certainly  not.  The  French  are  aware,  that 
warlike  preparations  made  at  the  Ifle  of  France  might 
be  employed  with  advantage  ;  that  the  conquefts  of 
the  Englifti  are  too  extenfive  not  to  be  open  to  at- 
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BOO  K  tacks ;  and  that,  fiace  their  experienced  officers  a^c 

'^'      returned  home,  the  Britifh  pofleffions  in  Indoftan  arc^ 

■^       only  defended  by  young  saen,   more  intent  upoi^ 

ma^^ing  their  fortunes  than  upon  military  exercUes. 

it  is  therefore  to  be  prefuiped,  that  a  warlike  nation 

would  eagerly  feize  an  opport\inity  of  repairing  their 

former  difafters/   At  the  fight  of  their  ftandards,  all 

thefe  opprejQTed  fovereigns  woidd  take  the  field  ;  and 

the  rulers  of  In^ia,   furrounded  with  enemies,  and 

attacked  at  once  on  the  north  and  on  the  fouth,  by 

fea  and  bj  land,  would  infallibly  he  overpowered. 

wWch^i^       Theii  the  French,  confidered  as  the  deliverers  of 

French      Indoftan,  would  emerge  from  that  fl:ate  of  humiliatioi^ 

pufftiV^n  ^"^^  which  their  own  mifconduft  hath  plunged  them. 

India,  if     They  would  become  the  idols  of  the  princes  and  people 

ev3?e^*^of  Afia,  provided  the  revolution  brought  about  by 

vcr  the      them  fhould  prove  a  leflbn  of  moderation.     Their 

t?o^Md*"  trade  would  be  extenfive  and  flouriihing,  fo  long  as 

powtr they  they  l^ijieW  how  to  be  juft.     But  this  profperity  would 

th^r*^     end  in  fome  fatal  c^taftrophe,  flioqld  an  inordinate 

ambition  prompt  them  to  plunder,  ravage,  and  op- 

preis.     They  would  then,  in  their  turn,  fliare  th^ 

fame  fate  as  their  ex:travagant  and  crueJ  rivals  whom 

they  had  reduced, 

Tq  conquer,  or  to  plunder  with  violence,  is  the 
fame  thing.  The  plunderer  and  tl\e  violent  man  are 
always  objeds  of  deteftation. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  true,  that  great  ri9hes  are  pot 
to  be  rapidly  acquired  w^ithout  great  injuftice ;  but 
it  is  not  iefs  true,  that  an  upjuft  man  is  univerfally 
hated  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  whether 
the  wealth  he  hath  gained  will  indemnify  him  foir 
the  odium  he  hath  incurred, 

There  is  not  any  one  nation  that  is  not  jealous  of 
the  profperity  of  another.  Why  muft  this  jealoufy 
be  perpetuated,  notwithftanding  the  expedience  of 
its  fttal  confequences  ? 

There  is  but  one  lawful  mode  of  obt<iining  a  fu- 
periority  over  our  competitors :  this  is,  mildnefs  in 
adminiftratioi^ ;  faithful  obfervance  of  engagements; 
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the  having  goods  of  a  better  quality,  and  the  being  book 
fatisfied  with  a  moderate  profit.     Why  fhould  we .    ^^'    . 
have  recourfe  to  other  meafures,  which  become  more 
hurtful  in  procefs  of  time  than  they  are  ufeful  at  the 
pioment  ? 

Let  the  merchant  be  humane  and  juft  ;  and  if  he 
^ould  enjoy  pofleffions,  let  them  not  be  ufurped. 
Ufurpation  is  inconfiftent  with  quiet  enjoyment. 

To  ad  with  policy,  or  to  cheat  with  dexterity,  is 
the  fame  thing ;  and  the  only  refult  of  it  is  miftruft, 
which  arifes  as  foon  as  ihe  duplicity  is  difcovered, 
and  is  never  removed. 

If  it  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  a  citizen,  to    ;. 
cftablilh  a  charader  in  fociety,  it  is  of  much  higher 
confequence  to  a  nation  to  acquire  one  among  other 
nations,  in  the  midft  of  which  its  intention  is  to  fettle 
and  profper. 

A  wife  people  will  never  fufTer  that  any  encroach* 
ment  fhould  be  made  upon  liberty  or  property.  They 
will  refped  the  conjugsd  tie ;  they  will  conform  to 
the  cuftoms  of  the  country ;  and  wait  for  a  change 
of  manners  from  time.  If  they  do  not  bend  the  knee 
before  the  gods  of  the  country,  they  will  at  leaft 
carefully  abftain  from  breaking  their  altars ;  let  them 
rather  fall  by  their  antiquity.  Thefe  people  will  thus 
become  naturalized. 

What  leflbn  ftiall  we  have  learnt  from  the  maflacre 
of  fo  many  Portuguefe,  Dutch,  Engliih,  and  French, 
unlefs  it  have  taught  to  keep  upon  good  terms  with 
the  natives  ?  If  we  ad  with  them  as  our  predeceflbrs 
have  done,  we  fhall  certainly  be  maffacred  as  they 
have  been. 

Let  us,  therefore,  no  longer  be  impoftors  on  our 
firft  appearance ;  fervile  when  we  are  received  ;  in- 
folent  when  we  think  ourfelves  ftrong;  and  cruel 
when  we  are  become  all-powerful. 

To  enfure  the  affedion  of  the  inhabitants  of  any 
diflrid,  is  the  only  circumftance  that  can  render  your 
fettlements  firm.     Ad  in  fuch  a  manner  that  thefe 
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BOOK  inhabitants  fliall  defend  you  when  you  are  attacked, 
^   ^^'  J  If  they  do  not  defend^  they  will  betray  you. 

Nations  that  are  fubdued,  long  for  a  deliverer  j 
nations  that  are  oppreffed,  for  an  avenger ;  and  they 
will  fopn  find  on^. 

Will  ye  be  always  extravagant  enough  to  prefer 
flaves  to  men  that  are  free  ;  difcontented  to  afFeftion- 
ate  fubjefts  j  enemies  to  friends;  foes  to  brethren? 

If  ye  fhould  happen  tp  take  a  part  in  the  difputes 
between  two  princes,  he  no^  lightly  influenced  by  the 
call  of  intereft  againft  the  claims  of  juftice.  What 
compenfation  can  ye  have  for  lofing  the  title  of  juft? 
Be  rather  mediators  than  auxiliaries.  The  part  of 
a  mediator  is  always  refpeded ;  that  of  ?n  auxiliary 
always  hazardous.  ^  Will  yp  flill  9ontinue  to  maflacre, 
imprifon,  and  plunder  thofe  who  have  put  themfelves 
under  your  prote^ion?  Proud  JIuropeans,  ye  have 
not  always  conquered  by  the  force  of  arms.  Will 
ye  not  at  length  be  afhanied  of  having  fo  frequently 
degraded  yourfelves  to  ad  th 6  part  or  corrupters  of 
the  brave  commanders  of  yqur  enemies  ? 

What  dp  thofe  forts  announce  with  which  you  have? 
lined  all  the  cpafts  ;  unleft  it  be  yovir  terror  and  the 
odium  of  thofe  that  furround  you  ?  Ye  will  no  longer 
be  under  apprehenfions,  when  ye  are  no  longer  de- 
tcfted.  Ye  will  no  longer  be  detefted  when  ye  are 
benevolent.  The  favage,  as  well  ^s  the  (:ivilized  roan, 
afpires  after  happinefs,      " 

The  advantages  of  population,  and  the  means  of 
increafing  it,  ^re  the  fame  in  bot^  hemifpheres. 

Upon  whatever  fpot  ye  may  fettle',  if  ye  refped 
yourfelves,  and  if  ye  aft  as  the  founders  pf  cities,  yc 
will  foon  acquire  a  power  not  to  be  fubverted.  En- 
courage, therefore,  every  kind  pf  increafe  in  every 
rank  and  profeflion,  except  that  of  prjefthood.  Let 
there  be  no  reigning  religion.  Let  every  mati  praife 
God  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  him.  Let  mq- 
irality  be  eftablifhed  on  the  globe  :  it  is  the  bufineft 
of  toleration,      * 
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The  fhip  that  fhould  tranfport  into  your  colonies  book 
Wealthy  and  vigorous  young  men,  with  induftrious  and  .    'J'  j 
prudent  young  women,  would  be  the  beft  laden  of 
all  your  veflels.    It  would  prove  the  fource  of  eternal 
peace  between  you  and  the  natives. 

Do  not  multiply  produdions  alone,  but  multiply 
farmers,  confumers,  and  with  them  every  fpecies  of 
induftry,  every  branch  of  commerce.  Much  will  ftill 
remain  to  be  done,  while  you  do  not  meet  with  your 
colonifts  on  the  feas  ;  while  they  are  not  as  frequent- 
ly feen  upon  your  fhores,  as  your  traders  are  upon 
theirs. 

Punifh  the  crimes  of  your  own  people  ftill  more 
feverely  than  thofe  of  the  natives.  Thus  it  is  that 
you  wUl  infpire  the  latter  with  refpeft  for  the  autho- 
rity of  the  laws. 

Let  every  agent,  not  only  convifted,  but  even  fuf- 
pefted  of  the  flighteft  extortion,  be  inftantly  recalled. 
When  venality  is  proved,  punifh  it  upon  the  fpot, 
that  there  may  be  no  temptation  on  one  part  to  offer, 
what  it  wpuld  be  infamous  on  the  other  to  receive. 

Every  thing  is  loft,  while  your  agents  are  only  pro- 
tedled  perfons,  or  men  of  bad  fame ;  the  former, 
who  are  intent  only  upon  repairing  their  fortunes, 
by  plundering  at  a  diftance ;  the  latter,  who  come 
to  hide  thoir  ignominy  in  your  counting-houfes  and 
fadories.  There  is  no  integrity  fo  confirmed,  as  to 
be  expofed  to  crofs  the  line  without  rifk  of  being 
tainted. 

If  ye  are  juft  and  humane,  people  will  remain  with 
you }  they  will  do  more  j  they  will  even  quit  diftant 
countries  to  come  and  refide  among  you. 

Appoint  fome  days  of  feft ;  and  inftitute  fome 
feftivals,  but  let  them  be  merely  of  a  civil  nature. 
You  will  be  ever  bleft  indeed,  if  the  moft  cheerful 
of  thefe  feftivals  (hall  be  celebrated  in  commemora- 
tion of  your  firft  arrival  in  the  country. 

Be  faithful  to  the  treaties  you  have  concluded. 
Let  your  ally  find  an  advantage  in  them,  which  is 
the  only  le^timate  guarantee  of  their  duration.     If  1 
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B  o  o  K  be  injured,  either  by  my  own  ignorance,  or  by  your 
^^'  cunning,  vain  is  the  oath  I  have  taken ;  heaven  and 
earth  will  relekfe  me  from  it. 

As  long  as  ye  fhall  feparate  the  good  of  the  nation 
that  has  received  you,  from  your  own  advantage,  ye 
will  be  oppreffors  ^nd  tyrants  ;  and  it  is  by  the  title 
of  benefaftois  alone  that  we  can  conciliate  affedion. 

If  the  man  who  dwells  near  you  fliould  bury  hisi 
gold,  you  may  be  affured  that  he  curfej  you./ 

To  what  purpofe  is  it  that  ye  oppofe  a  revolution, 
>vhich,  though  diftant,  will  certainly  be  accomplifh- 
fed,  notwithftanding  all  your  efforts  to  prevent  it  ? 
The  world  that  you  have  invaded  muft  free  itfelf 
from  that  which  you  inhabit.  Then  the  feas  will 
only  feparate  friends  and  brothers.  What  great  ca- 
lamity do  ye  fee  in  this,  ye  unjuft,  cruel,  and  inflexi- 
ble  tyrants  ? 

The  edifice  of  wifdom  is  not  eternal :  but  that  of 
folly  is  continually  tottering,  and  foon  fi^lls  to  pieces. 
Wifdom  imprints  its  lading  charadlers  upon  the 
rocks ;  Folly  graces  hers  on  the  fand.  Settlements 
have  been  formed  and  fubverted ;  ruins  have  been 
heaped  on  ruins ;  countries  that  were  well  peopled 
have  become  defert ;  ports  that  were  full  of  build- 
ings have  been  abandoned  5  vaft  trafts  that  had  been 
ill  cemented  with  blood  have  feparated,  and  have 
brought  to  view  the  bones  of  murderers  and  of  ty- 
rants confounded  with  each  other.  It  feems  as  if  from 
one  region  to  another  profperity  had  been  purfued  by 
an  evil  genius  which  fpeaks  our  feveral  languages,  and 
which  difFufes  the  fame  calamities  in  all  parts. 

Let  our  firft  vidims  no  longer  feel  themfelves 
avenged,  and  rejoice  at  fight  of  the  rage  we  are  con^ 
tinually  exerting  againfl:  each  other.  May  thefc 
ideas,  thrown  out  without  art,  and  as  they  prefented 
themfelves  to  my  mind,  make  a  deep  and  lafl:ing  im- 
preflion  !  May  it  pleafe  Heaven,  that  henceforth  I 
Ibould  have  nothing  but  your  moderation  and  wif- 
dom to  celebrate  :  for  it  is  agreeable  to  me  to  praife, 
and  painful  to  cenfure.     Let  us  now  examine  what 
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ha^  been  the  condivEl  of  the  northern  powers,  in  en-  book 
deavouring  to  Ihare  in  the  commerce  of  Afia  :  for ,    ^^' 
the  fpirit  of  luxury,  penetrating  alfb  into  thefe  re- 
gions of  iron  and  ice,  has  made  the  inhabitants  covet 
the  riches  and  the  enjoyments  of  other  nations. 


BOOK  V. 

Trade  (f  Denmark,  OJlend,  Sweden,  Pruffia,  Sp/tkiy  an4 
RuJIia,  to  the  Eq/i  Indies.  Some  important  Inquiries 
concerning  the  ConneSlions  of  Europe  with  India. 

H  HE  moft  powerful  nations,  as  well  as  the  largeft  book 
rivers,  have  been  infignificant  in  their  origin.  It .  ^'  ^ 
would  be  difficult  to  produce  one  fingle  inftance  of  a 
nation,  fince  the  creation  of  the  world,  that  has  either 
extended  or  enriched  itfelf,  during  a  long  interval  of 
tranquillity,  by  the  progrefs  of  induftry  alone,  or  by 
the  mere  refources  of  its  population.  Nature,  which 
makes  vultures  and  doves,  creates  alfo  that  ferocious 
band,  that  is  pne  day  to  ru(h  ypon  the  peaceful  fo- 
ciety  which  has  been  formed  in  its  neighbourhood, 
or  which  it  may  pieet  with  in'  its  wandering  incur- 
iSons,  The  purity  of  blood  among  nations,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  e^^preffion,  as  well  as  the  purity  of 
blood  among  families,  cannot  be  more  than  tem- 
porary, unlefs  kept  up  by  whimfical  or  religious  in- 
ftitutions.  A  mixture  is  the  neceflary  refult  of  an 
infinite  number  of  caufes ;  and  from  this  mixture  a 
face  univerfally  fprings  up,  which  is  either  improved 
or  degenerated,  according  as  the  charader  and  man- 
ners of  the  conqueror  have  adapted  themfclves  to 
the  charader  and  manners  of  the  conquered ;  or  as 
the  charader  and  manners  of  the  conquered  pec^le 
have  given  way  to  thofe  of  the  conqueror.  Among 
(he  various  caufes  which  foonefl  bring  about  this  in- 
termixture, that  which  prefents  itfelf  as  the  primary 
and  principal  one,  is  emigratiofl  j  morf  or  lefs  excited 
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B  o  o  K  by  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  difagreeablc* 
^'  .  nefs  of  the  refidence.  If  the  ea^le  were  to  find  an 
eafy  fubfiftence  among  the  defert  rocks  that  have 
been  witnefs  to  his  birth,  his  rapid  flight  would  ne* 
ver  have  carried  him,  with  his  bill  half  Open,  and  his 
claws  extended,  againft  the  innocent  cattle  that  feed 
at  the  foot  of  his  craggy  afylum.  But  what  does 
this  ravenous  and  warlike  bird  do,  after  he  has  feized 
his  prey  ?  He  repairs  anew  to  the  fummit  of  his  rock, 
from  whence  he  only  defcends  when  he  is  again  fo- 
licited  by  want.  It  is  in  the  fame  manner  that  the 
favage  treats  his  civilized  neighbour ;  and  his  plunder 
would  be  perpetual,  if  nature  had  not  placed  between 
the  inhabitant  of  one  region  and  that  of  another,  be- 
tween the  man  of  the  mountain,  and  the  n^an  who 
dwells  in  the  valley  or  among  the  feps,  the  fame 
barrier  that  feparates  the  different  fpecies  of  animals. 
Ancient  re-  It  is  the  general  opinion,  that,  in  the  earlieft  times, 
^**D^  a  people  called  the  Cimbri  poflefled,  at  the  extremity 
pmk.  '  of  Germania,  the  Cimbrian  Cherfonefus,  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Holftein,  Slefwic  and  Jutland;  and 
that  the  Teutones  lived  in  the  adjacent  iflands. 
Whether  thefe  people  had,  or  had  not,  a  common 
origin,  it  is  certain,  that  they  came  out  of  their  forefts, 
or  out  of  their  marfhes  in  a  coUedive  body,  and  as 
one  nation,  and  penetrated  among  the  Gauls,  in  quell 
of  plunder,  glory,  and  a  milder  climate.  They  were 
even  preparing  to  erofs  the  Alps,  when  Rome  judged 
it  neceflary  to  ftem  a  torrent'  which  carried  all  be- 
fore it.  Thofe  barbarians  triumphed  over  all  the 
generals  that  proud  republic  fent  to  oppofe  them, 
till  the  memorable  era  when  they  were  totally  de- 
feated by  Marius. 

Theii;  country,  which  became  almoft  a  defert  after 
that  terrible  cataftrophe,  was  peopled  again  by  the 
Scythians,  who,  being  driven  by  Pompey  out  of  that 
vaft  fpace  between  the  Euxine-and  the  Cafpian  fea, 
marched  towards  the  north  and  weft  of  Europe,  fub- 
duing  all  the  nations  they  found  in  their  way.  They 
conquered  Ruffia,  Saxony,  Weftphalia,  the  Cimbri- 
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ftn  Chcrfonefus,  and  the  countries  as  far  as  Finland,  book 
Norway,  and  Sweden.     It  is  pretended  that  Wodin, .    ^'  ^ 
their  leader,  traverfed  fo  many  countries,  and  endea- 
voured to  fubdue  them,  only  with  a  view  to  ftimulate 
the  people  againft  the  formidable,  odious,  and  tyran« 
nic^  power  of  the  Romans.    That  fpirit  of  animofity, 
which  he  had  excited  in  the  north,  operated  fecretly 
with  fo  much  force  after  his  death,  that  in  a  few  cen- 
turies all  nations  agreed  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
that  empire,  the  declared  enemy  of  all  liberty  ;  and,        \ 
after  having  fhaken  it  by  repeated  attacks,  were  at 
length  fuecefsful  enough  totally  to  fubvert  it. 

Denmark  and  Norway  remained  without  inhabi* 
tants  after  thefe  glorious  expeditions.  By  infenfible 
degrees  they  recovered  their  former  ftate,  and  began 
to  be  of  fome  confequence  again  towards  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighth  century.  Their  valour  now  ex-^ 
erted  itfelf,  not  on  land,  but  on  the  ocean.  Surround* 
ed  as  they  were  by  two  feas,  they  commenced  pirates, 
which  is  always  the  firft  ftep  towards  navigation  in 
uncivilized  nations* 

They  firft  made  trial  of  their  itrength  againft  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  and  feized  the  few  merchant 
ihips  they  found  failing  up  and  down  the  Baltic. 
Emboldened  by  thefe  fucceffes,  they  were  enabled  to 
plan  more  confiderable  ui>dertakings.  They  infefted 
the  feas  and  coafts  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  England, 
Flanders,  France,  and  even  of  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Greece.  They  frequently  penetrated  into  the  inland 
parts  of  thofe  extenfive  countries,  an^even  ventured 
upon  the  conqueft  of  Normandy  and  England.  Not- 
withftanding  the  confufibn  that  reigns  in  the  annals 
of  thofe  barbarous  times,  we  may  fl;ill  trace  fome  of 
the  caufes  of  fo  many  extraordinary  events. 

The  inhabitants  of  Denmark  and  Norway  had 
originally  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  piracy,  which  has 
always  been  obferved  in  people  bordering  upon  the 
fea,  when  thcy  are  not  reftrained  by  civilization  and 
good  laws.  Cuftom  muft  neceflarily  have  made  the 
ocean  familiar  to  them,  and  inured  them  to  its  ftorms« 
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BOOK  Having  no  agriculture,  breeding  but  few  cattle,  and 
^'  J  finding  but  a  fcanty  refource  from  the  chafe,  in  at 
country  covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  they  could  have 
no  ftrong  attachment  to  their  native  land.  The  fa- 
cility with  which  they  built  their  fhips,  which  were 
nothing  more  than  rafts  coarfely  put  together  for  the 
purpofe  of  failing  along  the  coafts,  enabled  them  to 
go  to  all  parts,  to  land  their  forces,  to  plunder,  and 
to  reimbark.  Piracy  was  to  them,  what  it  had  been 
to  the  firft  heroes  of  Greece,  the  road  to  glory  and 
fortune;  an  honourable  profeffion,  which  confifted 
in  a  contempt  of  all  danger.  This  idea  infpired 
them  with  invincible  courage  in  their  expeditions, 
fdmetimes  carried  on  under  the  Joint  comriiand  of 
different  chiefs,  and  fometimes  divided  into  as  many 
armaments  as  nations.  Thefe  fudden  attacks,  made 
in  a  variety  of  places  at  the  fame  time,  left  only  16 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coafts,  which  were  but  ill  de- 
fended, in  cQjifequence  of  their  being  under  a  bad 
government,  the  dreadful  alternative  either  of  being 
maflTacred,  or  giving  up  all  their  property  to  redeem 
their  lives. 

This  propenfity  to  plunder  was  a  natural  confe- 
quence  of  the  favage  life  of  the  Danes  and  Norwe- 
gians, and  of  the  rough  and  military  education  they 
received ;  but  it  was  more  particularly  the  effed  of 
the  religion  of  Wodin.  That  vidlorious  impoftor  im- 
proved, if  we  may  be  allowed  to  fay  fo,  the  natural 
fiercenefs  of  thofe  nations  by  his  fanguinary  tenets. 
He  ordered  that  all  the  implements  of  war,  fuch  aS 
fwords,  axes,  and  lances,  fhould  be  deified.  The 
mofi  facred  engagements  were  confirmed  by  thefe 
inftruments  which  they  fo  highly  valued.  A  lance 
fet  up  in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  was  the  figtial  for 
prayer  and  facrifice.  Wodin  himfelf  at  his  death 
was  ranked  among  the  immortal  gods,  and  was  the 
firft  deity  of  thofe  horrid  regions,  where  the  rocks 
and  woods  were  ftained  and  confecrated  with  human 
blood.  His  followers  thought  they  honoured  him  by 
calling  him  the  god  of  armies,  the  father  of  flaughter^ 
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the  deftroyer  of  mankind,  the  promoter  of  difcord,  B  6  o  K 
The  warriors,  when  they  went  to  battle,  made  a  vow .  ^^  ^  > 
to  fend  him  a  certan  number  of  fouls,  which  they 
devoted  to  him.  Thefe  fouls  were  the  right  of 
Wodin.  It  was  the  general  belief,  that  he  appeared 
in  every  battle,  either  to  protect  thofe  who  fought 
valiantly,  or  to  mark  out  the  happy  vidlims  he  re- 
ferved  for  himfelf  j  that  thefe  followed  him  to  the 
regions  of  blifs,  which  were  open  to  none-  but 
warriors.  The  people  ran  to  death,  and  to  martyr- 
dom, to  obtain  this  reward.  This  belief  increafed 
their  natural  propenfity  to  war,  till  it  grew  to  enthu- 
fiafm,  ai)d  to  a  religious  third  for  blood. 

Chriftianity  overthrew  all  the  ideas  refulting  front 
fuch  a  fyftem.  Its  miflionaries  endeavoured  to  bring 
their  profelytes  to  a  fedentary  life,  that  they  might 
be  fit  to  receive  their  inftruftions.  They  gave  them 
a  difguft  for  their  roving  life,  by  fuggefting  to  them 
other  means  of  fubfiftence.  They  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  infpire  them  with  a  love  of  agriculture,  and 
more  efpecially  of  filhing.  The  great  plenty  of  her- 
rings, which  then  came  in  fhoals  to  their  coafts,  af« 
forded  them  an  eafy  means  of  procuring  food.  When 
they  had  fet  apart  a  fufficient  quantity  of  thefe  fiih 
for  their  own  ufe,  in  order  to  preferve  it,  they  bar- 
tered the  remainder  for  fait.  This  intercourfe  was 
encouraged  at  its  rife  by  one  common  faith,  new 
profpeds,  mutual  wants,  and  great  fecurity.  Such 
a  total  revolution  enfued,  that,  fince  the  converfion 
of  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  not  a  fingle  inftance 
is-to  be  found  in  hiftory  of  their  expeditions  and  de* 
predations. 

The  new  fpirit,  which  feemed  to  animate  Norway 
and  Denmark,  could  not  fail  of  extending  their 
communication  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 
Unfortunately  it  was  intercepted  by  the  afcendant 
which  the  Hanfe  Towns  had  acquired.  Even  when 
that  great  and  Angular  confederacy  fell  into  decay, 
Hamburgh  ftill  maintained  the  fuperiority  it  had  ob- 
tained over  all  the  fubjeds  of  the  Danifh  dominions. 
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BOOK  They  were  beginning  to  break  the  bands  that  had 
.    ^y*    ,  fubjeded  them  to  this  kind  of  monopoly,  when  they 
were  induced  to  undertake  the  navigation  to  the  £a(l 
Indies  by  an  incident  that  deferves  to  be  noticed, 
Denmark       A  Dutch  fadlof,  named  Bofchower,  being  fent  by 
^^ooa  ^^^  nation  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
trade  with'  king  of  Ccylou,  fo  ingratiated  himfelf  with  that  mo- 
^°*^       narch,  that  He  became  chief  of  his  council,  his  ad- 
miral, and  was  created  prince  of  Mingone.  Bofchower, 
intoxicated  with  thefe  honours,  haftened  to  Europe, 
to  make  a  parade  of  them  before  his  countrymen. 
He  took  great  otfence  at  the  coldnefs  with  which 
)  thofe  republicans  received  the  titled  flaV^e  of  an  Afi- 

atic  court ;  and  was  fo  highly  provoked  at  it,  that 
he  went  over  to  Chriftiem  IV.  king  of  Denmark, 
and  offered  him  his  fervices,  and  the  intcreft  he  had 
at  Ceylon,  His  propofals  were  accepted.  He  failed 
in  1618,  with  fix  Ihips,  three  of  which  belonged  to 
the  govertiment.  and  three  to  the  Company  that  had 
aflbciated  themfelv^s  to  carry  on  a  trade  to  India. 
His  death,  which  happened  in  their  paffage,  put  an 
end  to  the  hopes  they  had  conceived.  The  Danes 
met  with  a  very  bad  reception  at  Ceylon ;  and  their 
chief,  Ove  Giedde  de  Tommerup,  faw  no  other  re- 
fburce  than  to  carry  them  to  Tanjour,  z  part  of  the 
continent  neareft  to  that  illand. 

Tanjour  is  a  fmall  ftate,  which  is  but  a  hundred 
miles  in  its  greatefl  length,  and  eighty  in  its  greateft 
breadth.  It  is  of  all  that  coaft  the  province  that 
bears  the  greateft  quantity  of  rice.  This  natural 
Wealth,  added  to  a  variety  of  ufeful  manufadlures, 
and  a  great  plenty  of  roots  for  dying,  makes  the  pub- 
lic revenue  amount  to  near  five  millions  of  livres 
[208,3331.  6s.  8d.].  Its  fertility  is  owing  to  its  being 
watered  by  the  Caveri,  a  river  which  comes  down 
from  the  mountains  of  Gate.  At  upwards  of  foiiir 
hundred  miles  from  the  head,  it  divides  ifito  two 
llreams.  At  the  entrance  of  Tanjour,  the  eaftem 
branch  takes  the  name  of  Coleroon.  The  other  re- 
tains the  name  of  Caveri,  and  fubdivides  again  into 
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four  branches,  which  all  flow  within  the  kingdoiA,  book 
and  prcferve  it  from  that  terrible  drought  which  burns .     y*  „^ 
urp  the,  reft  of  Coromandel  for  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year. 

This  happy  fituation  made  the  Danes  wifti  to  form 
a  fettlement  in  Tanjour.  Their  propofab  met  with 
a  favourable  reception.  They  obtained  a  fruitful 
and  populous  territory  j  on  which  they  built  Tran- 
quebar,  and  afterwards  the  fortrefs  of  Danncbourg, 
fufficient  for  the  defence  both  of  the  road  and  the 
town.  On  their  part,  they  engaged  to  pay  an  an- 
nual homage  of  two  thoufand  pagodas,  or  fixteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  hvres  [700I.],  which  is  con- 
tinued to  this  time. 

Circumftinces  were  favourable  for  cftablilhing  a 
large  commerce.  The  Portuguefe,  who  groaned  un- 
der the  oppreffion  of  a  foreign  yoke,  made  only  fee- 
ble eSbrds  to  preferve  their  pofleffions ;  the  Spaniards 
fent  no  fhips  but  to  the  Molucca  and  Philippine 
iflands  ;  and  the  Dutch  were  folely  intent  upon  en- 
groffing  the  fpice  trade.  The  Englifh  felt  the  effeds 
of  the  difturbances  their  country  laboured  under, 
even  in  India.  All  thefe  powers  could  not  fee  this 
new  rival  without  regret,  but  none  oppofed  it. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  Danes,  who  began  with 
a  capital  of  no  more  than  853,263  livres  [35,552!. 
t2s.  6d.],  carried  on  rather  aconfiderabletrade  in  all 
parts  of  India.  Unfortunately  the  Dutch  Company 
acquired  fuch  a  fuperiority,  as  to  exclude  them  from 
the  markets  where  they  had  traded  moft  advan- 
tageoufly;  and,  by  a  ftiU  greater  misfortune,  the 
diflentions  that  rent  the  north  of  Europe,  would  not  , 
permit  the  mother-country  to  attend  to  fuch  remote 
concerns  as  tbofe  of  this  fettlement.  The  Danes  at 
Tranquebar  infenfibl/  fell  into  contempt,  both  with 
the  natives,  who  value  med  only  in  proportion  to 
their  riches,  and  with  the  rival  nations,  whofe  com- 
petition they  could  not  fuftain.  'they  were  difcour- 
aged  by  this  inferiority ;  and  the  Company  gkve  up 
its  cl^arter,  and  made  over  its  fettlements  to  the  go-* 
roI.IL  M 
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BOOK  vernment,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  fums  it  had 

^'  advanced. 
Changes  A  new  Company  was  formed  in  1670  upon  the 
the  Daniih  ruins  of  the  old  one.  Chriftiern  V.  gave  them,  in 
wmicrgG*nc  fliips  and  Other  efFefts^  to  the  value  of  three  hundred 
in  India,  ^^d  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
livres,  ten  fous  [12,951!.  3s.  pd.]  ;  and  the  adven- 
turers advanced  feven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  hvres  [30,5251.].  This  fecond  un- 
dertaking, which  was  entered  upon  without  a  fuffi- 
cient  fund,  proved  flill  more  unfuccefsful  than  the 
firft.  After  a  few  voyages,  the  fadory  of  Tranque- 
bar  was  left  to  itfelf.  Their  fmall  territory,  and  two 
veflels  that  they  freighted  for  the  merchants  of  that 
country,  were  the  only  means  they  had  to  fupply 
the  inhabitants  and  their  garrifon.  Thefe  refources  , 
fometimcs  failed  them  ;  and,  to  fave  themfelves  from 
the  effeds  of  famine,  they  were  reduced  to  mortgage 
three  of  the  four  baftions  that  conftituted  their  for- 
trefs.  They  were  fcarce  able  to  fit  out  a  (hip  for 
Europe  once  in  three  years  with  a  very  moderate 
cargo. 

Pity  feepied  to  be  the  only  fentiment  that  fo  def- 
perate  a  fituation  could  infpire.  Biit  the  ever- watch- 
ful jealoufy  and  fufpicious  avarice  of  other  nations, 
ftirred  up  an  odious  war  againfl:  the  Danes.  The 
Raja  of  Tanjour,  who  had  frequently  intercepted 
their  communication  with  his  territory,  attacked 
them  in  1689,  in  the  very  town  of  Tranquebar,  at 
the  inftigation  of  the  Dutch.  That  prince  had  near- 
ly taken  the  place  after  a  fix  months  fiege,  when  it 
'  was  fuccoured  and  faved  by  the  Englifti.  This  event 
neither  was,  nor  could  be,  attended  with  any  im- 
portant confequences.  The  Danifh  Company  de- 
clined daily,  and  was  at  length  annihilated  in  1730, 
but  not  till  after  it  had  become  bankrupt. 

Two  years  after  this,  a  new  Company  was  formed. 
The  favours  that  were  heaped  upon  it,  to  enable  it 
to  carry  on  a'  free  and  advantageous  trade,  plainly 
ftiow  of  what  importance  this  commerce  appeared  to 
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the  government.  The  charter  of  the  Company  was  b 
fettled  for  forty  years.  Whatever  belonged  to  the , 
fitting  out  of  their  fhips  was  exempted  from  all  du- 
ties. The  workmen  thty  employed,  whether  na- 
tives  or  foreigners,  were  not  tied  down  to  the  regu- 
lations of  particular  companies,  which  were  a  reftraint 
upon  induftry  in  Denmark,  as  well  as  in  other  coun-^ 
tries  of  Europe.  They  were  not  obliged  to  ufe 
ftampt  paper  in  their  tranfadions.  They  had  an 
abfolute  jurifdidion  over  the  perfons  they  employed  j 
and  the  fentences  pafled  by  the  directors  were  not 
liable  to  be  reverfed,  unlefs  the  punifhment  were  ca- 
pital. To  remove  even  the  appearance  of  conftraint, 
the  fovereign  renounced  the  right  he  had  of  inter- 
fering in  the  adminiflration  of  their  affairs,  as  be« 
ing  chief  proprietor.  He  retained  no  influence  in 
the  choice  of  officers,  whether  civil  or  mihtary,  and 
only  referved  to  himfelf  a  power  of  confirming  the 
office  of  governor  of  Tranquebar.  He  even  bound 
himfelf  to  ratify  all  political  conventions  they  might 
think  proper  to  make  with  the  Afiatic  powers. 

In  return  for  fo  many  indulgences,  government 
only  required  one  per  cent*  upon  alT  merchandife  of 
India  and  China  which  fhould  be  fent  abroad*,  and 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  all  that  fhould  be  con- 
fumed  at  home.  -  • 

The  grant  containing  the  above  conditions  was  no 
fooner  confirmed,  than  it .  became  neceflary  to  find 
adventurers.  This  was  a  difficult  point ;  for  the 
trade  to  India  had  hitherto  proved  fo  unfuccefsful, 
that  men  of  property  mufl  have  been  totally  averfo 
from  engaging  their  fortunes  in  it.  A  new  idea  was 
fuggefted  to  alter  this  difpofition.  The  ftock  was 
diftinguilhed  into  two  different  kinds.  The  firft,  call- 
ed Jixedf  was  that  in  which  all  the  effeds  the  old 
Company  had  in  Europe  and  Afia  were  defUned  to 
be  vefled,  the  other  flock  was  called  variable^  be- 
caufe  every  year  it  was  regulated  by  the  number  and 
the  cargoes  of  the  fhips  that  fhould  be  fitted  out. 
Every  proprietor  might  choofe  whether  he  would  be 
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BOOK  concerned  in  thefe  expeditions,  the  profits  of  which 
,  ^^'  were  fettled  at  the  clofe  of  every  voyage.  By  this 
'  arrangement,  the  Company  became  permanent  by 
the  Jixed,  and  annual  by  thf  variable  ftock. 

It  feemed  a  difficult  matter  to  ftate  the  fliare  of 
expence  that  each  of  thefe  funds  was  to  bear.  JEvery 
thing  was  fettled  with  more  cafe  than  had  been  ex- 
peded.  It  was  agreed  that  the  variable  ftock  fhould 
only  pay  the  neceflary  expences  for  the  purchafe, 
the  fitting  out,  and  the  cargoes  of  the  fhips.  AU 
other  charges  were  to  be  defrayed  from  the^ed  ftock, 
which,  by  way  of  compenfation,  was  to  take  up  ten 
per  cent,  upon  all  India  goods  which  fliould  be  fold 
in  Europe,  and  fiV^  per  cent,  upon  all  that  fliould 
be  fent  out  from  Tranquebar. 

The  capital  of  the  new  Company  amounted  to 
3,240,000  livres  [135,000!.],  divided  into  fixteen 
^  hundred  fliares,  of  2025  livres  [84L  7s.  6d.]  each. 

With  thefe  funds,  which  were  al\yays  in  circula- 
tion, the  proprietors,  during  the  forty  years  of  their 
charter,  fitted- out  eight  hundred  fhips.  The  ex- 
pence  of  thefe  veirels  in  money  rofe  to  87,333,637 
livres  ten  fols  {3,638,901).  us.  3d.],  and  in  mer- 
chandife,to  10,580,094  livres  [440,8371.  55^],  which  in 
the  whole  made  97,913,731  livres  10  fols  [4»079,85ol.]. 
The  returns  were  fold  for  188,939,673  livres 
[7,872,4861.  7$.  6d.].  Of  this  Denmark  only  con- 
fumed  35,450,262  .livres  [1,477,094!.  5s.];  therefore 
the  value  of  153,489,411  livres  [6,313,392!.  2s.  6d.3 
of  it  was  exported.  Let  us  make  a  frefti  divilion, 
and  we  fliall  'find,  that  the  annual  fales  have  amount- 
ed to  the  fum  of  4  723,491  hvres  16  fols  [196,812!. 
3s.  2d.]  ;  that  of  this,  the  country  has  only  confum- 
cd  annually  to  the  value  of  886,250  livres  10  fols 
[36,9271.  28.  id.];  and  that  foreign  nations  have 
carried  off  to  the  amount  of  3,837,235  livres  10  fols 
159,8841.  168.  3d.].  .  - 

The  dividends  were  very  irregular,  during  all  the 
time  that  the  cliarter  laftcd.  They  would  have  been 
more  confiderable,  if  part  of  the  profits  had  not  been 
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conftantly  appropui^fed  to  the  extcnfion  of  the  trade,  book 
By  this  prudent  and  confiderate  condud,  the  fortu-  ^' 
nate  proprietors  trebled  their  capitals.  Their  (lock 
would  have  been  increafed  with  the  additional  fum 
of  2,000,000  of  livres  [83,333!.  6s.  8d.],  if  in  1754,  the 
Danifh  miniftry  had  not  prevailed  upon  the  diredors 
to  ereft  a  ftatue  to  king  Frederick  V. 

When  I  refledt  upon  thefe  public  monuments  con- 
fecratcd  to  a  fovereign  in  his  life  time,  his  want  of 
modefty  always  occurs  to  my  mind.  When  a  prince 
orders  them  himfelf,  it  feems  as  if  he  faid  to  his  peo- 
ple, *  I  am  a  great  man  ;  I  am  a  great  king.     It  is 

*  impoffible  for  me  to  prefent  myfelf  every  day  to 

*  your  view,  and  to  receive  the  fplendid  teftimony  of 

*  your  admiration  and  affedlion.     But  here  is  my 

*  image.    Get  round  it,  andfatisfy  yourfelves.   When 

*  I  Ihall  be  no  more,  you  will  conduft  your  child  to 

*  the  foot  of  my  ftatue,  and  you  will  fay  to   him  : 

*  Behold;    my   fon,    and    confider   him  attentively.  • 

*  This  is  the  man  who  repulfed  the  enemies  of  the 

*  ftate,  who  commanded  its  armies  in  perfon;  who 

*  paid  the  debts  of  his  anceftors  ;  whofertilized  our 

*  fields ;  who  proteded  our  farmers  j  who  laid  no  re- 

*  ftraint  upon  our  confcience  ;  who  permitted  us  to 

*  live  ill  happinefs,  freedom,  and  opulence ;  let  his 

*  name  for  ever  be  Weft  !* 

What  infolent  vanity  is  this,  even  if  it  be  true  I 
What  impudence  if  it  be  not  I  But  how  few  would 
there  be  of  thefe  monuments,  had  they  only  been 
erefted  to  princes  who  deferved  them  ?  If  all  the 
-  others  were  taken  down,  how  few  would  remain  ?  If 
truth  bad  didated  the  infcriptions  that  are  placed 
around  them *' what  ftiould  we  read?  "  To  Nero,  af- 
**  ter  he  had  aflaffinated  his  mother,  killed  his  wife, 
"  flain  his  preceptor,  and  imbrued  his  hands  in  the 
"  blood  of  the  moft  worthy  citizens."  You  Ihudder 
with  horror.  Alas  I  vile  people,  why  am  I  not  al- 
lowed to  fubftitute  true  infcriptions  in  the  place  of 
thofe  with  which  you  have  decorated  the  monuments 
of  your  fovereigns.    You  would  not  read  of  the  fame 
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Book  crimes  j  but  you  would  read  of  others,  and  you  would 
.     ^'  .  .  Ihudder  again. 

Here  I  would  write,  as  formerly,  upon  Pompey*s 
column :  "  To  Pompey,  after  he  had  maflacred  three 
"  millions  of  men/'  There  I  would  write- — .-Bdfe? 
mortals,  are  you  then  afraid  that  your  mafters  ihould 
blufh  for  their  wickednefs  ?  When  you  pay  theni 
fuch  homage,  how  is  it  poffible  they  Ihould  think 
that  you  are  unhappy  ?  How  fhould  they  not  ima- 
gine that  they  are  the  idols  of  your  hearts,  when, 
by  your  acclamations,  you  give  your  approbation  to 
the  fervility  of  the  courtiers  ? 

But  the  people  will  anfwer,  **  Thefi?  monuments 
*♦  are  not  ereded  by  us.  We  Ihould  never  have 
^*  thought  of  conferring  the  honour  of  a  ftatue  on  a 
"  tyrant  who  kept  us  plunged  ip  mifery,  and  to 
^*  whom  our  profound  filence,  when  he  puffed  through 
"  our  city  in  perfon,  fo  frequently  announced  th^iin- 
"  dignation  we  felt.  It  cannot  be  iijaagined  that/we 
^*  fhould  have  been  fo  mad,  after  fhe  had  exhaufted 
^'  us  nearly  of  all  our  me^ns  of  fubfijftence,  to  throw 
^*  away  the  few  we  had  ftill  remaining  upon  a  caft." 

Monarchs,  if  ye  are  good,  ye  may  be  aflured  of  the 
ftatue  which  ye  raife  to  yourfelv^.  The  nation, 
whofe  happinefs  you  have  created,  will  grant  it  to 
you  a  century  after  your  death,  when  your  adions 
Ihall  have  been  tried,  at  the  tribunal  of  hiftory.  If 
ye  are  bad  'and  vicious,  you  only  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  your  wickednefs  and-  your  vices.  The  fo^ 
vereign,  Who  is  pofleflfed  of  any  degree  of  dignity, 
will  wait.  He  who  is  ppfleffed  of  true  greatnefs  of 
foul,  would  perhaps  difdain  a  fpecies  of  incenfe  in^ 
difcriminately  beftowed  in  all  ages  upon  vice  and  vir- 
tue.    While  the  infcription  was  engraving  round  his 

ftatue,  TO  THE  MOST  HIGH,  MOST  WORTHY,  MOST  PUIS- 
SANT,  MOST  GLORIOUS,   M05T  MAGNIFICENT  PRINCE,   &c. 

he  would  recoiled,  that  the  fame  titles  were  engrav- 
ed under  the  ftatue  of  a  Tiberius,  a  Domitian,  or  a  Ca- 
ligula ;  and  he  would  exclaim  with  a  worthy  Roman, 
**  3pare  iqe  a  homage  that  is  too  fufpicipus.     Let  me 
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have  no  tainted  honours.  My  temple  is  in  your  book 
"  hearts.  There  it  is  that  my  image  is  heanfifnl^,  ^'  . 
**  and  that  it  will  laft." 

And,  indeed,  with  whatever  folidity  monuments 
may  be  conftrudled,  fooner  or  later  the  hand  of  Tyne 
ftrikes  and  overturns  them.  On  the  contrary,  the 
erfge  of  his  fcythe  is  blunted  againft  the  page  of 
hiftory.  It  can  have  no  efFedl  upon  the  heart,  or 
upon  the  memory  of  man.  His  veneration  is  tranf- 
mitted  from  age  to  age ;  and  fucceeding  centuries 
are  perpetually  repeating  it.  Proud  waters  of  the 
Seine,  fwell  yourfelvcs  if  you  dare :  ye  may  fweep 
away  our  bridges,  and  even  the  ftatue  of  Henry ; 
but  his  name  will  remain.  It  is  before  the  image  of 
this  great  king  that  the  people,  imprefled  with  ten- 
der fentiments,  and  the  ftranger,  ftop.  If  the  other 
monuments,  Sovereigns  !  that  are  confecrated  to  you, 
are  alfo  vifited,  do  not  miftake  the  intention.  Men 
do  not  come  to  honour  your  perfons ;  they  come  to 
admire  the  workmanfhip  of  the  art :  regretting,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  fo  fublime  a  talent,  which  fhould 
devote  itfelf  to  virtue,  Ihould  be  fo  meanly  profti- 
tuted  to  vice.  At  the  foot  of  your  ftatue,  what  can 
the  citizen  or  the  ftranger  think;  when  he  fees  himfelf 
furrounded  by  a  fet  of  wretches  w^ofe  afped  dif- 
,  covers  their  mifery,  and  whofe  plaintive  accents  foli- 
cit  a  trifling  affiftance  ?  Is  it  not,  as  if  they  faid  to 
him :  behold,  and  relieve  the  distress  which  thi« 

MAN  OF  BRONZE  HAS  BROUGHT  UPON  US  ?    Ercdl   ftatUCS 

to  the  great  men  of  your  nation,  and  yours  will  be 
looked  for  among  them.  But  in  countries  fubmitted 
to  tyranny  there  is  but  one  man  and  one  ftatue. 
There,  the  bronze  fpeaks,  and  the  marble  exclaims  : 

PEOPLE,  LEARN  THAT  I  AM  ALL,  AND  THAT  YOU  ARE  NO- 
THING. Let  me  be  excufed  for  this  digreflion.  The 
fate  of  a  writer  would  be  too  hard,  if  he  were  not 
fometiraes  allowed  to  give  way  to  the  fentiment  that 
opprelTes  him. 

When  the  charter  of  the  Company  expired  on  the  Pfcfcm 
I2th  of  April  1772,  a  new  one  was  given  them,  butihuiMin 
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BOOK  only  for  twenty  years.    Some  reftraints  were  alfo  laid 
.    ^'      upon  the  favours  they  had  before  enjoyed. 

Excepting  the  trade  to  China,  which  ftill  conti- 
nues exclufive,  the  Indian  feas  are  open  to  all  the 
citizens,  and  to  others  who  wifti  to  Ihare  in  their  un- 
dertakings. But  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  this  }i^ 
berty,  it  is  neceflary  to  employ  no  fliips  but  what  are 
built  in  one  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdom)  to  embark 
upon  each>eflel  to  the  value  of  thirteen  thoufand 
five  hundred  livres  [5621.  iqs.]  at  leaft,  in  merchan- 
dife  of  the  nati^al  manufadure ;  to  pay  to  the  Com- 
pany fixty-fevcn  livres  ten  fols  [2I.  i6s.  3d.]  per  laft, 
or  two  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  cargo  upon  its 
going  out,  and  eight  per  cent,  at  its  return.  Indi- 
viduals are  alfo  allowed  to  trade  from  one  part  of  In- 
dia to  anpther,  by  paying  a  duty  of  entrance  of  four 
per  cent,  on  the  produftions  of  Afia,  and  two  per 
cent,  on  thofe  of  Europe,  in  all  the  Danifh  fetde- 
ments.  If  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  as  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  have  made  thefe  arrangements  only 
.  with  a  view  of  encouraging  their  faftories,  experi- 
ence muft  have  convinced  them  of  their  miftake. 

The  Company  was  formerly  exempt  from  the  du- 
ties fettled  upon  all  articles  employed  in  the  building 
and  viiftualling  of  ihips.  They  have  been  deprived 
of  an  exemption  which  was  attended  with  too  many 
inconveniences.  They  receive  as  an  indemnity, 
fixty-fev^n  livres  ten  fols  [2I.  i6s.  3d.]  per  laft,  and 
thirteen  livres  ten  fols  [lis.  3d,]  for  each  of  the  per- 
fons  compofing  the  crews  of  their  Ihips.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  are  obliged  to  export  upon  each  of 
their  veflels  difpatched  to  India  to  the  value  of 
thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  livres  [562I.  los.]  of 
mercantile  articles  fabricated  in  the  kingdom ;  and 
to  the  amount  of  eighteen  thoufand  livres  [750L] 
upon  each  of  the  fliips  deftined  for  China. . 

The  cuftoms  fixed  for  the  produdions  of  Afia 
which  were  confumed  in  Denmark,  or  fent  to  other 
parts,  and  which  were  formerly  different,  are  at  pre- 
fe^it  equal.     They  all  of  th^m   pay  two  per  cent. 
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without  any  regard  to  the  place  of  their  deftination.  book 
The  government  has  alfo  referved  to  itfelf  the  privi- ,  ^' 
lege  of  being  the  arbiter  of  the  cuftoms,  which  the 
lilks  and  coffees,  deilined  for  the  ftate,  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  pay.  This  reftriftion  is  intended  to  fa- 
vour the  intereft  of  the  American  iflands,  and  of  the 
national  jnanufaAures. 

The  king  has  given  up  the  praftice  he  had  of  pla- 
cing annually,  in  the  Company's  trade,  the  futn  of 
about  one  hundred  tboufand  livres  [41 661.  13s.  4d.]; 
£rom^  which  he  ufually  derived  a  benefit  of  twenty 
per  cent.  To  indemnify  him  for  this  facrifice,  when 
the  Ck)mpany  fit  out  but  one  fhip,  they  will  add  to 
his  private  cheft  twenty-two  thoufand  five  hundred 
livres  [937I.  JOs.] ;  when  they. fend  two,  they  will 
pay  him  thirty-fix  thoufand  hvres  [1500I.] ;  and  for- 
ty-five thoufand  livres  [1875I.]  when  they  difpatch 
three,  or  a  greater  number.  > 

Under  the  former  adminiftration,  a  proprietor  of 
one  fhare  was  entitled  to  vote  at  the  general  meet- 
ings. Three  Ihares  carried  two  votes,  five  Ihare^ 
three,  and  fo  on  in  the  fame  proportion  to  twelve 
votes,  which  number  no  proprietor  could  ever  go  be- 
yond, whatever  intereft  he  might  have  in  the  ftocks 
of  the  Company.  But  the  votes  of  abfentees  or  fo- 
reigners were  admitted  upon  producing  a  power  of 
attorney  from  them.  The  confequence  of  this  prac- 
tice was,  that  a  few  merchants  refiding  at  Copenha- 
gen were  the  rulers  of  all  the  deliberations.  This 
evil  has  been  remedied,  by  reducing  the  number  oS§ 
votes  any  one  proprietor  may  have,  either  for  himfelf 
or  by  proxy,  to  three. 

Such  are  the  new  views  which  drftinguifh  the  late 
charter  from  thofe  that  have  preceded  it.  The 
example  of  the  miniftry  has  influenced  the  conduft 
of  the  proprietors,  who  have  alfo  made  fome  remark- 
able  alterations  in  their  adminiftration. 

*The  diftindion  eftabhflied  between  the  fixed  and 
the  variable  ftock  reduced  the  Company  to  a  preca- 
rious (late,  finc6  the  proprietors  were  at  liberty,  after 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1 86  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

K  every  voyage,  to  withdraw  the  latter,  which  ferved 
as  the  bafis  of  the  operations.  To  give  this  body  a 
more  folid  conflitution,  thefe  two  flocks  have  been 
confounded.  Hereafter,  the  proprietors  will  not  have 
it  in  their  power  to  claim  any  part  of  their  capital, 
till  the  expiration  of  their  charter.  Thofe  among 
them,  who,  for  any  poffible  reafon,  may  wiih  to  leifen 
the  riik,  will  be  obliged  to  fell  their  fhares,  as  it  is 
the  conftant  pradice  every  where  elfe. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  laft  charter,  the  Company 
had  a  capital  of  1 1,906,059  livres  [496,0851  i$s.  rod.], 
divided  into  fixteen  hundred  Ihares,  each  of  the  value 
of  about  7425  livres  [309I.  7s.  6d.].  The  price  of 
the  Ihare  was  evidently  too  high  in  a  country  where 
the  fortunes  of  individuals  are  inconfiderable.  This 
inconvenience  has  been  remedied,  by  dividing  each 
fliare  into  three  parts ;  fo  that  there  are  at  prefent 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  Ihares,  the  price  of, 
which,  for  greater  fecurity,  has  been  only  rated  in 
the  books  at  2250  livres  [93I.  15s.]'  This  alteration 
muft  have  facilitated  the  purchafe  and  the  fale  of 
them,  by  increaling  the  circulation  and  the  value. 

The  proje6l  of  raifing  the  Danifh  fettlements  in 
India  to  a  greater  degree  of  profperity  than  they  had 
hitherto  attained,  has  next  been  taken  into  confidera^ 
tion.  In  order  to  effe6l  this,  it  has  been  regulated, 
that  2,250,000  livres  [93,7501.],  including  their  efti. 
mated  value  of  900,000  livres  [37,5001.],  Ihould  con- 
ftantly  be  left  there     The  profits  accruing  from  this 

Wtock  are  to  remain  during  ten  years,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  increafe  of  the  capital,  and  no  dividends 
are  to  be  made  of  them. 

Till  thefe  latter  times,  the  Ihips  fitted  out  in.Europe 
for  China,  ufed  always  to  qarry  with  them  the  jfadors 
who  were  to  make  up  the  cargoes.  It  has  judicioufly 
been  ihiagined,  that  agents  refiding  among  thefe 
celebrated  people,,  would  enter  more  into  the  fpirit 
of  the  nation,  and  would  make  their  fales  and  pur- 
chafes  with  greater  facility  and  advantage.  In  this 
view,  four  fadlors  have  been  fixed  at  Canton,  to  man- 
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jige  there  the  interefts  of  the  Company  that  has  chofen  book 
them.  •.  •  V. 

The  Danes  had  formerly  a.  fmall  fettlement  on  the       ' 
iflands  of  Nicobar.     The  expence  of  it  was  trifling, 
but  it  yielded  nothing ;  and  therefore  has  ver/  pru- 
dently been  giveil  up. 

The  Company  had  contraded  the  habit  of  grant- 
ing, upon  mortgage,  a  credit  of  •feveral  years  to  the 
purchafers.  This  indulgence  frequently  obliged  them 
to  borrow  confiderable  fums  at  Amfterdam,  or  at 
Copenhagen.  A  pradtice  unknown  to  the  rival  nations 
has  been  violently  oppofed.  It  would  have  been 
dangerous,  perhaps,  to  give  it  up  entirely;  but  it 
has  been  reftrained  within  fuch  narrow  bounds,  that 
it  can  no  longer  create  miftruft. 

To  thefe  principles  of  commerce,  much  fuperior 
to  thofe  that  were  followed  before,  the  Company 
have  added  the  advantages  of  a  diredion  better  re- 
gulated, more  enhghtened,  and  more  clofely  fuper- 
intended. 

Univerfal  confidence  has  been  the  refult  of  thefe 
prudent  combinations.  Although  the  dividend  has 
rifen  no  higher  than  eight  per  cent,  in  1773,  and  ten 
per  cent,  in  1774  and  1775,  yet  there  has  been  a 
profit  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent,  upon  the 
fliares.  Their  price  would  in  all  ptobabihty  have 
been  ftill  higher,  if  the  internal  peace  of  the  fociety 
had  not  of  late  been  fo  fcandaloufly  difturbed. 

The  old  Company  confined  their  operations  to  the 
trade  df  China.  Among  all  thofe  they  had  to  choofe, 
this  was  the  one  in  which  they  had  the  leaft  rifle  to 
run,  and  the  greateft  profit  to  exped.  Without  giv- 
ing up  this  fource  of  riches,  other  means  of  acquiring 
them,  which  had  been  too  long  negleded,  have  been 
purfued.  p 

The  coaft  of  Malabar,  it  is  true,  has  not  taken  up 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  Company.  Formerly, 
no  more  than  fixty  thoufand  weight  of  pepper  were 
annually  drawn  from  Colefchey  and  Calicut.  Thefe 
puFchafes  have  not  faSd  any  confiderable  increafe,  but 
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poo  K  there  was  reafon  to  hope  that  affairs  would  wear  a 
,  more  promiling  afpeft  in  Bengal. 

The  Danes  had  but  juft  made  their  appearance  in 
the  Indies,  when  they  fixed  themfelves  at  Chinchurat, 
upon  the  borders  of  the  Ganges;  Their  misfortunes 
drove  them  from  this  opulent  region  during  more 
than  a  century.  They  came  there  again  in  1755, 
with  a  defire  of  fixing  themfelves  at  Bankibalar, 
which  had  belonged  to  the  Oftend  Company.  Com- 
mercial jealoufy,  which  is  become  the  ruling  paffion 
of  our  times,  fruftrated  their  defigns,  and  they  were 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  x)f  founding  Frederic-Nagor 
in  the  neighbourhood.  This  faftory  coft  annually 
22,500  livres  [937I.  los.]  more  than  was  coUeded 
from  its  territory  and  the  cuftoms ;  and  this  expence, 
though  inconfideraTjle,  was  ftill  greater  than  the  tranf- 
adions  would  bear.  The  care  that  was  taken,  after 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  to  fend  fome  money  to 
this  too  much  negleded  fettlement,  began  to  give  it 
fome  fliare  of  animation  ;  but  it  foon  fell  again  to 
nothing.  Its  deftruAion  is  owing  to  its  having  been 
placed  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  dependence  upon  Tran- 
quebar. 

This  firft  of  the  Danifli  colonies  has  an  excellent 
territory,  which^  though  only  two  leagues  in  circum- 
ference, had  formerly  a  population  of  thirty  thoufand 
perfons.  There  were  even  ten  thoufand  of  thefe  in 
the  city  itfelf.  Rather  a  greater  number  were  found 
in  a  large  village,  filled  with  coarfe  manufadures. 
•The  remainder  were  ufefuUy  employed  in  fome  places 
of  lefs  confequence.  Thefe,  \vith  three  hundred 
workmen,  fadors,  merchants,  or  foldiers,  were  all 
the  Europeans  fixed  in  the  fettlement.  Its  revenue 
amounted  to  100,000  livres  [41 661.  13s.  4d.],  and 
was  fuffici^kt  for  its  expenccs. 

In  procefs  of  time,  confiifion  took  place  in  the  co- 
lony, which  yielded  lefs,  and  coft  twice  as  much. 
The  adventurers  went  away  ;  the  manufadures  Ian- 
j^iflied,  the  purchafes  were  diminilhed,  and  a  very 
ibanty  profit  only  was  obtainecHupon  thofe  that  were 
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ordered  at  diftant  periods.     Impoifible  as  it '  was  to  b  o  o  K 
make  any  advances  to  the  workmen,  it  was  neceflary  ■     y     ^ 
to  pay  for  the  merchandife  five-and- twenty  or  thirty 
per  cent,  dearer  than  if  the  cuftoms  of  the  country 
had  been  complied  with. 

Since  the  year  1772,  the  afped  of  Tranquebar  has 
been  changed.  A  fmall  degree  of  liberty,  fome  flock, 
a  better  adminiftration,  and  an  increafe  of  territory, 
combined  with  other  caufes,  have  improved  its  con- 
dition. But  its  deftiny,  any  more  than  ^that  of  the 
fociety  which  regulates  it,  will  never  be  brilliant. 

The  local  pofition  of  Denmark,  the  difpofition  of 
its  inhabitants,  the  degree  of  its  power  relatively  con- 
fidered  ;  every  circumftance,  in  a  word,  is  unfavour- 
able to  its  carrying  on  a  great  trade  with  India.  Arc 
its  provinces  fufficiently  rich  to  furnifh  the  fums  ne* 
ceflary  for  large  undertakings ;  or  will  foreigners  truil 
their  property  with  a  fociety,  fubjed  to  the  caprice, 
and  expofed  to  the  vexations  of  unlimited  authority? 
It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  defpotic  government  to  diffolvc 
the  ties  which  ought  to  unite  nations ;  and  when  otice 
this  fpring  is  deftroyed,  it  can  never  be  reftored.  It 
is  mutual  confidence  which  draws  men  together,  and 
combines  their  interefts  j  and  arbitrary  power  is  in- 
compatible with  this  confidence,  becaufe  it  puts  an 
end  to  all  fecurity .  The  projeft  formed  in  1 728,  of* 
transferring  from  Copenhagen  to  Altena  the  feat  of 
the  Afiatic  trade,  might  poffibly  be  attended  with 
fome  advantages ;  but  could  not  remove  any  of  the 
obftacles  we  have  been  mentioning.  We  may  there- 
fore venture  to  affirm,  that  England  and  Holland 
were  guilty  of  a  needlefs  ad  of  tyranny,  when  they 
oppofed  this  donieilic  plan  of  a  free  and  independent 
power. 

,  Can  the  man  who  has  any  concern  fgr  mankind, 
and  who  is  not  pofTeffed  of  the  narrow  foul  of  a  monk, 
to  whom  the  circuit  of  his  cloiftered  prifon  is  all,  and 
the  refl  of  the  univerfe  is  nothing ;  can  fuch  a  one 
conceive  any  thing  more  abfurd  and  more  cruel  than 
this  infamous  jealoufy  of  the  great  powers ;  this  horri- 
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B  o  o  K  ble  abufe  of  their  ftrength,  in  preventing  feeble  dates 
,  /^'  from  Improving  their  condition  ?  The  individual  who 
Ihould  think  of  acfting  the  fame  part  in  the  midft  of 
his  country,  which  they  do  among  other  nations, 
would  be  looked  upon  as  the  moft  execrable  of  male- 
faftors.  Enghfli,  French,  Dutch,  Spaniards,  arid  Ger- 
mans, this  is  the  honeft  motive  for  which  you  take  up 
arms,  and  maffacre  each  other  !  It  is  to  determine 
which  of  you  fhall  retain  the  exclufive  privilege  of 
tyranny,  and  the  monoply  of  profperity.  1  am  aware 
that  you  colour  this  atrocious  projeft  with  the  pre- 
tence of  providing  for  your  own  feciirity :  but  how 
can  you  be  credited,  when  it  is  evident  that  you  fet 
no  bounds  to  your  ambition ;  and  that  the  more 
powerful  you  are,  the  more  imperious  you  become  ? 
You  are  not  fatisfied  with  requiring  every  tiling  that 
it  is  your  own  private  intereft  to  obtain,  your  pride 
fometimes  prompts  you  to  aflc  what  it  would  be 
fliameful  to  grant.  You  do  not  coniider  that  a  peo- 
ple cannot  be  degraded  without  fatal  confequences. 
Their  honour  may  lie  dormant  for  a  time ;  but  fooner 
or  later  it  will  be  roufed,  and  they  will  avenge  them- 
felves  :  and  as  humiliation  is  the  moft  ofFenfive  of  all 
injuries,  fo  it  is  that  which  is  moft  feverely  felt  and 
moft  cruelly  revenged. 
Eftabiifh^  That  knowledge  of  trade  and  government,  and 
SSlcom"^^^^  ^^^^^  philofophy,  which  infenfibly  fpread  over 
pany  at  all  Europc,  met  with  invincible  obftacles  in  fome  mo- 
^^^^'  narchies.  Thefe  improvements  could  not  reach  the 
court  of  Vienna,  which  was  wholly  intent  upon  pro- 
jeds  of  war  and  aggrandizement,  by  conquefts.  The 
Engliih  and  Dutch,  whofe  attention  was  engaged  in 
preventing  France  from  increafing  her  commerce,  her 
fettlements,  and  her  navy,  excited  enemies  againft 
her  on  the  continent,  and  lavifhed  immenfe  fums 
upon  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  were  employed 
againft  France :  but,  at  the  peace,  the  luxury  of  one 
crown  reftored  more  riches  to  the  other  than  it  had 
taken  from  it  by  the  war. 
The  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  ought 
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to  he  formidable  from  the  extent  of  its  dominions,  is  b  o  o  k 
confined  by  reafon  of  its  fituation ;  for  moft  of  its  pro-  ^'  ^ 
vinces  are  diftant  from  the  fea.  The  foil 'of  the  coun- 
try  yields  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine,  and  few  of 
the  produAions  that  are  fo  much  valued  by  other  na- 
tions. It  affords  neither  oil,  filk,  nor  fine  wool,  which 
are  in  fo  much  repute.  This  flate  had  no  pretenfions 
to  opulence,  and  knew  not  how  to  be  frugal.  With 
the  ufual  luxury  and  pomp  of  great  (courts,  it  gave 
no  encouragement  toinduflry  and  manufadures,  which 
might  have  fupplied  the  means  of  indulging  that  ex- 
penfive  tafte.  The  contempt  which  it  has  always 
fhown  for  the  fciences,  prevented  its  progrefs  in  every 
thing.  Artifts  will  never  be  eminent  in  any  country 
where  they  are  not  allifted  by  men  of  learning.  Sci- 
ences and  arts  muft  both  languifh,  wherever  a  free- 
dom of  thinking  is  not  allowed.  The  pride  and  in- 
tolerant fpirit  of  the  hoiife  of  Auftria  kept  her  vaft 
domains  in  a  ftate  of  poverty,  fuperfUtion,  and  a  rude 
kind  of  luxury. 

Even  the  Low  Countries,  formerly  fo  celebrated 
for  their  adlivity  and  induflry,  retained  nothing  of 
their  ancient  fpendour.  The  traveller,  who  went  to 
Antwerp,  beheld  with  aftonilhment  the  ruins  of  a 
city  formerly  fo  flourifhing.  He  compared  its  ,  ex- 
change with  the  fuperb  edifices  of  paganifm,  after  the 
abolition  of  idolatry.  It  prefented  the  fame  folitude, 
the  fame  majefty.  The  indigent  and  melancholy  citi- 
zens were  obferved  walking  about  it,  as  under  Con- 
flantine;  the  tattered  priefts  were  feen  roaming  a- 
round  their  deferted  temples,  or  fitting  at  the  foot  of 
the  altars  where  the  hecatombs  had  be|n  facrificed, 
and  telling  the  people  their  fortunes  for  a  fmajl  piece 
of  copper.  Antwerp,  which  had  been,  for  two  cen- 
turies, the  florchoufe  of  the  north,  had  not  now  a 
fingle  Ihip  in  its  harbour.  BrufTels  and  Louvain, 
far  from  fupplying  other  nations  with  their  plothing, 
bought  their  own  of  the  Englifh.  That  valuable  ar- 
ticle, the  herring-fifhery,  had  palTed  from  Bruges  to 
Holland.  Ghent,  Courtray,  and  fome  other  towns, 
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Kfouud  their  lineii  and  lace  manufadures  deci'eafe 
daily.  Thofe  provinces^  placed  between  the  three 
mod  enlightened  and  moil  trading  nations  in  £u-» 
rope,  had  not  been  able,  with  all  their  natural  ad- 
vantages, to  fupport  fo  powerful  a  competition.  Af- 
ter ftriving  fome  time  againft  oppreflion,  againft  im- 
pediments multiplied  by  ighorance,  and  againft  the 
privileges  which  a  rapacious  neighbour  extorted  from 
the  continual  wants  of  government,  they  were  totally 
fallen  to  decay. 

Prince  Eugenei  as  great  in  a  political,  as  he  was 
in  a  military  capacity,  with  a  mind  fuperior  to  every 
prejudice,  had  been  long  in  fearch  of  the  means  of 
enriching  a  power,  the  boundaries  of  which  he  had 
fo  greatly  enlarged ;  when  a  propofal  was  made  to 
him  of  eftabliihing  an  India  Company  at  Oftend^ 
The  firft  contrivers  of  this  fcheme  had  very  extenfive 
views.  They  pretended  that,  if  this  undertaking 
could  be  accomplifhed,  it  would  excite  a  fpirit  of  in- 
duftry  in  all  the  ftates  under  the  dominion  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria;  would  fupply  that -power  with  a 
navy,  one  part  of  which  would  be  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  the  other  at  Fiume  and  Trieft  j  would  re- 
fcue  it  from  th»  kind  of  dependence  it  was  ftill  un- 
der for  the  fubfidies  from  England  and  Holland; 
and  render  it  formidable  to  the  coafts  of  Turkey,  and 
even  to  the  city  of  Conftantinople. 

The  able  minifter,  to  whom  this  was  addrefled,  was 
very  fenfible  of  the  value  of  fuch  overtures;  he  would 
not,  however,  be  too  precipitate.  To  accuftom  his 
own  court  and  all  Europe  to  this  new  eftabliftiment, 
he  ordered  that  two  Ihips  (hould  be  fent  out  to  In- 
dia in  1717^  with  only  his  own  paflports.  Their 
voyage  Vas  fo  fuccefsful,  that  more  were  fent  out  the 
following  years.  Every  expedition  proved  fortu- 
nate; and  in  1722  the  council  of  Vienna  thought 
it  was  neceffary  to  fecure  the  property  of  the  adven- 
turers, who  were  moftly  Flemings,  by  the  moft  am* 
pie  charter  that  ever  had  been  granted.  The  only 
llipulation  made,  was,  that  th^  Company  fliould  pay 
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to  government,  till  the  end  of  the  year  1724,  threes  o  o  k 
per  cent,  upon  every  thing  exported  or  imported,  and      ^' 
after  that  period  fix  per  cent.  ' 

The  rapacity  of  all  governments  is  inconceivable. 
Throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  we  fhall 
not  find  perhaps  one  fingle  inftance,  in  which  the 
tax  has  not  accompanied  the  undertaking ;  not  one 
fovereign,  who  has  not  been  defirous  of  fecuring  to 
himfelf  part  of  the  harveft  before  it  was  gathered  in, 
without  perceiving  that  thefe*  premature  exadions 
were  the  fureft  way  of  deftroying  it.  From  whence 
does  this  kind  of  delirium  arife  ?  Is  it  from  ignorance, 
or  from  poverty  ?  Or,  is  there  a  fecret  feparation  of 
the  intereft  peculiar  to  government,  from  the  gene- 
ral intereft  of  the  ftate  ? 

However  this  may  be,  the  new  Company,  which 
had.  a  capital  of  fix  millions  of  florins,  or  10,800,000 
livres  [450,000!.],  appeared  with  advantage  in  all  the 
markets  of  India.  They  made^two  fettlements,  that 
of  Coblom  between  Madras  and  Sadrafpatnam,  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  and  that  of  Bankibafar,  on 
the  Ganges.  They  were  even  in  fearch  of  a  place 
where  their  fliips  might  touch  for  refrelhments,  and 
had  turned  their  views  upon  Madagafcar  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  Company  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  able 
to  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in  their  agents,  who 
had  fhown  a  degree  of  refolution  fufficient  to  furmount 
every  obftacle  that  jealoufy  had  thrown  in  their  way; 
and  a  fliare  of  underftandiilig,  which  had  extricated 
them  from  all  the  fnares  that  had  been  laid  for  them. 
This  confidence  was  ftill  increafed  by  the  richnefs  of 
their  returns,  and  the  value  of  their  Ihares,  which 
brought  in  fifteen  per  cent.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
they  would  have  been  difappointed,  had  not  their 
projects  been  oppofed  by  political  interefts.  To  give 
a  clear  idea  of  the  reafons  of  this  policy,  we  inuft 
trace  the  fubjeft  from  the  begin  ing. 

When  Ifabella  had  fent  out  Ihips  tQ  facilitate  the  Caufci  o£ 
difcovery  of  America,  and  which  proceeded  as  far  as  tion  of  the 
the  Philippine  iflands,  Europe  was  funk  in  fuch  a  ^j**2J^£ 
rol.  IL  N 
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o  o  ic  ftate  of  ignorance,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  pro- 
^'  ,  hibit  all  fubjeds  of  Spain,  who  were  not  natives  of 
Caftile,  from  navigating  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 
That  part  of  the  Low  Countries  which  had  not  re- 
covered its  liberty,  having  been  ceded,  in  1598,  to 
the  Infanta  Kabella,  on  her  marriage  with  the  Arch- 
duke Albert,  the  new  fovereigns  were  required  to 
enter  into  a  folemn  engagement  not  to  have  any  con- 
cern in  this  trade.  When  thefe  provinces  were  again 
united  to  the  monarchy  in  1638,  no  alteration  was 
made  in  this  odious  ftipulation.  The  Flemings,  juftly 
offended  at  being  abridged  of  the  right,  which  all 
people  are  by  nature  entitled  to,  of  trading  wherever 
other  nations  are  not  legally  poffefled  of  an  exclufive 
privilege,  complained  loudly  of  this  impofition.  They 
were  feconded  by  their  governor  the  cardinal  Infant, 
who  procured  the  permiflion  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies. The  ad  to  ratify  this  grant  was  not  yet  iffued, 
when  Portugal  fhook  off  the  yoke  under  which  it 
had  fo  long  been  oppreffed.  The  fear  of  increafing 
the  difcontent  of  the  Portuguefe,  whom  the  Spaniards 
wiihed  rather  to  footh,  prevented  the  introdudion 
of  a  new  rival  to  the  Portuguefe  in  Afia,  and  pro- 
trafted  the  conclufion  of  this  important  affair.  It  wa? 
not  yet  fettled,  when  it  was  refolved  at  *  Munfter,  in 
1648,  that  the  fubjeds  of  the  king  of  Spain  fhould 
never  extend  their  trade  in  India  beyond  what  it  was 
at  that  period.  This  adl  ought  not  to  have  been  lefs 
binding  to  the  emperor  than  it  was  to  the  court  pf 
Madrid ;  fince  he  poffeffes  the  Low  Countries  on  the 
fame  terms,  and  with  the  fame  reftridions,  they  were 
fubjeft  to  when  under  the  dominion  of  Spain. 

Such  were  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  the  En- 
glifli  and  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  effeft  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  new  Company,  the  fuccefe  of  which  gave  them 
great  uneafinefs.  Thofe  two  allies,  who  by  their 
maritime  forces  could  have  entirely  deftroyed  Oftend 
and  its  trade,  were  defirous  of  avoiding  a  difpute  with 
a  power  which  they  themfelves  had  raifed,  and  which 
they  thought  they  ftood  in  need  of  againft  the  houfe 
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tef  Bourbon.  So  that,  though  they  were  detefmined  book 
not  to  fufFer  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  go  to  the  fource  .  y;  . 
of  their  riches,  they  contented  themfelves  with  mak- 
ing remonftrances  on  the  violation  of  the  moft  folemn 
engagements.  They  were  feconded  by  France,  which 
was  equally  interefted  in  this  matter,  and  was  alfo 
guarantee  of  the  violated  treaty. 

The  emperor  paid  no  regard  to  thefe  reprefenta- 
tionSk  He  was  induced  to  perfift  in  his  undertaking 
by  the  obftinacy  of  his  own  difpofition,  by  the  am- 
bitious profpedls  that  had  been  fuggefted  to  him,  and 
by  the  great  privileges  and  indulgences  granted  by 
Spain  to  the  merchants  refiding  in  his  dominions. 
That  crown  then  entertained  the  hopes  of  obtaining 
the  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  for  Don  Carlos, 
and  thought  no  conceffions  too  great  for  fuch  an  al- 
liance. The  union  of  thofe  two  courts,  which  had 
always  been  confidered  as  irreconcileable,  alarmed  all 
Europe.  Every  nation  thought  itfelf  in  danger* 
Numberlefs  leagues  were  formed,  and  many  treaties 
concluded,  to  endeavour  to  diffblve  that  connection, 
which  was  thought  to  be  more  dangerous  than  it 
really  was.  All  thefe  attempts  were  inefTedual,  till 
the  council  of  Madrid,  having  no  more  treafures  to 
lavifh  upon  Germany,  were  convinced  that  they  were 
purfuing  a  vifionary  intereft.  Auftria  was  not  fur- 
prifed  at  the  defeddon  of  her  ally,  and  feemed  deter- 
mined to  affert  her  claims,  and  efpecially  her  com- 
mercial interefts.  Whether  the  maritime  powers 
were  intimidated  by  this  fteadinefs,  or  whether,  as 
was  more  probably  the  cafe,  they  only  confulted  the 
didates  of  found  policy,  they  determined  to  guaran- 
tee the  Pragmatic  fanftion  in  1727.  The  court  of 
Vienna  acknowledged  this  important  fervice,  by  fa-  « 

crificing  the  Oftend  Company. 

Though  the  public  ads  take  notice  only  of  a  fuf- 
penfion  for  feven  years,  the  proprietors  plainly  faw 
that  their  ruin  was  determined  upon,  and  that  this 
ftipulation  was  only  inferted  from  refped  to  the  im- 
perial dignity.     They  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the 
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K  court  of  London  and  the  ftates  general,  to  fuppofe 
they  would  have  fecured  the  indivifibility  of  the  Au- 
ftrian   dominions  for  a  mere  temporary  advantage. 
This  perfuafion  determined  them  to  think  no  more 
of  Oftend,  and  to  difpofe  of  their  ftock  fome  other 
way.      They  made   feveral   fucceflive   attempts   to 
form  an  eftablifhment  at  Hamburgh,  at  Trieft,  and 
in  Tufcany ;  but  all  their  endeavours  proved  abor- 
tive, either  from  the  badnefs  of  the  lituation,  the  ef- 
forts of  powerful  nations,  or  the  intrigues  of  politics. 
Thofe  were  the  moft  fuccefsful  who  turned  their  views 
towards  Sweden^ 
swcdiih         The  ftudy  of  nations  is  of  all  others  the  moft  in- 
c^ipany.  tcreftiug.     The  obferver  delights  to  be  acquainted 
Rcvoiu-     with  the  particular  ftroke''  of  charader  that  diftin- 
govcro-   ^  guifhes  each  people,  and  to  feparate  it  from  the  nu- 
ment  of     mcrous  general  charafteriftics  that  accompany  it.    In 
tnaiion.  ^^^.^  has  this  diftinguiftiiug  mark  taken  a  tindure 
from  events  :  in  vain  have  natural  or  ijioral  caufes 
altered  the  fhades  of  it.     A  penetrating  eye  traces 
it  through  all  thefe  difguifes,  and  perceives  it  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  variations.     The  more  extenfive  the 
field  of  obfervation  is,  the  greater  number  of  ages  it 
prefents  to  be  eftimated,  and  of  periods  to  inveftigatc, 
fo  much  the  more  eafy  is  it  to  determine  the  problem. 
Every  age,  and  every  period,  gives,  if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed the  exprcflion,  its  own  equation  ;  and  all  thefe 
cannot  be  folved  without  difcove ring  the  truth,  which 
was,  as  it  were,  wrapped  up  in  them. 

But  the  defire  of  being  acquaintc;^  with  a  nation, 
muft  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  part  ithas  borne 
upon  the  theatre  of  the  univerfe,  and  to  the  influ- 
ence it  has  had  in  thofe  majeftic  or  terrible  fcenes 
•  that  have  agitated  the  globe.     The  caufe  and  effedls 

of  this  great  tumult  attraft  equally  the  attention  of 
the  learned  and  of  the  multitude;  and  it  is  feldom 
that  we  are  tired  of  reflefting  upon  them.  Are  the 
Swedes  to  be  ranked  among  the  people  who  have  ac- 
quired a  celebrated  name  ?  This  is  a  point  which  my 
m     readers  will  decide. 
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Sweden  was  little  known  before  its  ferocious  in-  b  o  o  k 
habitants  had  concurred  with  the  other  barbarians  of.  ^'  ^ 
the  North  in  the  fubverfion  of  the  Roman  empire. 
After  they  had  fpread  deftrudion  with  the  violence 
and  rapidity  of  a  torrent,  they  returned  to  their  for- 
mer obfcurity.  An  uncultivated  and  defert  region, 
without  manners,  without  policy,  and  without  form 
of  government,  could  fcarce  fix  the  attention  of  Eu- 
rope, which  was  then  but  Uttle  enhghtened,  and 
which  made  no  efforts  to  emerge  from  its  ignorance. 
If  we  may  beUeve  fome  old  chronicles,  of  doubtful 
authority,  plunder  and  affaflinations  were  very  fre- 
quent. Sometimes  one  fingle  chief  ruled  over  the 
whole  country,  which  at  other  times  was  divided 
among  feveral  matters,  Thefe  rivals,  greedy  of  power, 
had  recourfe  to  the  moft  (hameful  or  moft  violent 
methods  to  fupplant  each  other;  and  revolutions  were 
perpetually  taking  place.  It  was  between  fathers 
and  children  that  thefe  wars  were  more  particularly 
'  inveterate.  Chriftianity,  which  was  adopted  in  this 
country  at  the  end  of  the  eighth,  or  the  beginning 
of  the  ninth  century,  did  not  produce  the  lead  alter- 
ation in  the  condition  of  thele  people.  The  fame 
animolity,  the  fame  contefts,  and  the  fame  calamities 
were  dill  experienced.  This  dreadful  ftate  had  been 
but  very  little  improved,  when  fome  unfortunate 
events  placed  Sweden  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Danes,  or  in  a  kind  of  alliance  which  partook  of 
flavery.  This  (hameful  bondage  was  diflblved  by 
Guftavus  Vafa,  who,  in  1521,  was  chofen  adminiftra- 
tor  of  the  ftate,  and  two  years  after,  its  monarch. 

The  empire  was  then  in  a  ftate  of  anajchy.  The 
priefts  exercifed  the  principal  authority ;  and  the 
treafury  received  annually  no  more  than  twenty-four 
thoufand  marks  of  filver,  although  the  public  expen- 
ces  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand.  The  new  king  fliowed 
himfelf  worthy  of  the  fituation  to  which  he  was  raif- 
ed,  by  concentrating  in  his  hands,  powers  that  were 
diffufely  fcattered,  by  rendering  the  crown  hereditary 
in  his  family,  by  depriving  the  clergy  of  part  of  theit 

*     Niij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IpS  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  ufurpations,  by  fubftituting  Lutheranifm  to  the  efta-r 
.  ^'  ^  blifhed  form  of  worfhip,  and  by  pradently  fettling  the 
nature  and  appropriation  of  the  taxes :  but  this  fove- 
reign,  having  carried  his  fyftem  of  reformation  too  far, 
precipitated  his  fubjedls  into  misfortunes  which  might, 
and  ought  to  have  been  forefeen. 

Sweden,  which  from  the  nature  of  its  produftions,  its 
wants,  and  the  extent  of  its  cpafts,  feemed  deftined  for 
navigation,  bad  neverthelefs  negleded  it,  fince  its  in- 
habitants had  b^en  difgufted  of  piracy.  The  people  of 
Lubeck  traded  with  thepi  for  their  provifions';  and 
brought  them  folt,  ftuffs,  and  all  the  foreign  mer- 
chandife  they  confumed.  No  Ihips  were  feen  in  their 
roads ;  nor  were  there  any  magazines  in  their  towns, 
which  did  not  belong  to  that  republic. 

The  haughty  foul  of  Guftavus  could  not  brook  this 
dependence.  He  was  determined  to  break  the  bands 
that  cramped  the  induftry  of  his  fubjeds ;  but  he 
was  too  precipitate  in  his  meafures.  He  fhut  his  , 
harbours  againft  the  people  of  Lubeck,  before  he 
had  built  any  fhips,  and  before  he  had  got  any  mer- 
chants. From  this  period  there  was  fcarce  any  further 
intefcourfe  between  his  fubjefts  and  other  nations. 
The  whole  kingdom  fell  into  a  ftate  of  languor,  of 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  form  J^ny  adequate  idea. 
Some  Englifh  and  Dutch  Ihips,  which  appeared  there 
at  diflgnt  intervals,  had  but  imperfeftly  remedied 
this  evil,  when  Guftavus  A^o^phus  ^fcended  the 
throne. 

He  lignalized  the  firft  years  of  his  reign  by  feveral 
ufeful  alterations.  Agriculture  was  encouraged;  the 
mines  weci  worked  with  greater  flcill ;  companies 
were  formed  to  trade  to  Perfia  and  the  Weft  Indies ; 
the  foundations  of  ^  new  colony  were  laid  on  the  coall 
pf  North  America.  The  Swedilb  flag  was  difplayed 
in  all  the  European  latitudes. 

This  new  fpirit  was  of  Ihort  duration.  The  fuccefs 
of  the  great  Guftavus  in  war,  turned  entirely  the  ge- 
nius of  the  nation  to  arms.  AH  men  were  ftimulated 
>vith  the  defire  of  rendering  their  names  illuftrious, 
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by  following  the  traces  of  this  hero  and  of  his  difciples.  book 
The  hope  of  plunder  was  united  to  the  love  of  glory.       ^' \ 
Every  man  was  eager  to  conquer  the  enemy,  and  to       ' 
enrich  himfelf  with  their  fpoils.     The'  national  edu- 
cation was  entirely  military,  and  the  houfes  fecmed 
to  be  converted  into  camps.  The  temples,  the.  caftles, 
and  even  the  fimplefl  dwellin^places,  were  adorned 
with  numberlefs  trophies.     One  generation  of  foldiers  , 
was  fucceeded  by  another  of  a  fimilar  or  ftill  more 
daring  nature.      This  enthufiafm  had  fpread  itfelf 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  as  among  the  higheft. 
Labours  of  a  fuperior,  or  of  a  meaner  kind,  were  all 
equally  defpifed ;  and  a  Swede  thought  himfelf  bom 
only  to  conquer,  and  to  regulate  the  deftinies  of  em- 
pires.    This  martial  fury  had  been  carried  beyond  all 
bounds  under  Charles  XII.  but  it  was  extinguifhed 
after  the  tragical  death  of  that  extraordinary  man. 

The  Swedes  then  became  quite  another  people. 
*  The  exhaufted  date  of  the  kingdom ;  the  loCs  of  for- 
mer conquefts ;  the  elevation  oJf  RulBa ;  every  cir- 
cumftance,  in  a  word,  tended  to  difguft  the  moil  con- 
fident of  a  fyftem,  which  it  was  no  longer  polfible  to 
follow  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  even  without 
the  rifle  of  completing  the  ruin  of  an  edifice  already 
Ihaken  by  repeated  and  violent  fliocks.  Peace  was 
the  wilh  both  of  thofe  who  had  grown  old  in  the 
fervice  of  the  field,  and  of  thofe  whofe  age  had  not 
yet  called  them  to  bear  arms.  The  cry  of  the  whole 
nation  was  for  its  liberty,  which  had  been  fuccefiively 
attacked  with  precaution,  deftroyed  by  Charles  XI. 
and  even  the  (hadow  of  which  had  been  taken  away 
by  the  unfortunate  monarch  who  had  juft  defcended 
into  the  grave  without  iffue.  All  the  orders  of  the 
ftate  were  aflembled  ;  and  without  aboliihing  the  re- 
gal title,  they  reftored  the  republican  form  of  govcrn- 
jnenc,  and  even  gave  it  a  greater  degree  of  extenfiou 
than  it  had  had  before. 

This  great  revolution  was  not  preceded  by  any 
commotion,  nor  followed  by  any  difturbance.  All 
the  changes  were  made  upon  mature  deliberation. 

Niiij 
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BOOK  The  firft  attention  was  paid  to  the  moft  neccflary  pro- 
^'  feffions,  which  till  then  had  been  unnoticed  or  dc- 
'  "'  fpifed.  The  ^rts  of  convenience,  or  elegance,  were 
foon  introduced.  The  young  nobility  travelled  into 
every  part  of  Europe  where  they  might  gain  any 
kiiid  of  knowledge.  Thofe  citizens,  whp  had  been 
for  a  long  time  abfent  from  their  country  while  it  re* 
mained  in  a  ftate  of  ruin  and  devaftation,  returned 
and  brought  back  with  them  the  various  talents  they 
had  acquired.  Order,  political  economy,  and  the 
feveral  branches  of  government,  became  fubjeds  of 
inquiry.  Whate^r  concerned  the  republic  was  ma- 
turely difcuffed  in  the  general  affemblies,  and  freely 
approved  or  cenfured  in  the  public  writings.  Some- 
ufeful  publications  upon  the  abftrufe  fciences  appear- 
ed, which  were  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  moft  en- 
lightened nations,  A  language,  hitherto  barbarous, 
was  at  length  fixed  to  fome  grammatical  rules,  and  ac- 
quired, in  procefs  of  time,  a  degree  of  precifion  and 
elegance.  The  manners  and  morals  of  ^the  people 
underwent  ftill  more  neceflary  and  more  fortunate 
alterations,  Politenefs,  affability,  and  a  fpirit  of  com* 
munication,  fiicceeded  to  that  ftemnefs  of  temper, 
and  that  roughnefs  of  charadler,  which  a  continual 
ftate  of  warfare  had  left  behind  it.  Improvements 
of  every  kind  were  adopted,  from  whatever  part  of 
the  globe  they  came.  Foreigners,  who  introduced 
any  new  difcoveries,  or  any  branch  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge, met  with  encouragement ;  and  it  was  at  this 
favourable  junfture  that  the  agents  of  the  Oftend 
Company  made  their  appearance. 
iTic  A  rich  nierchant  of  Stockholm,   named  Henry 

hTvcafharc  Kouiug,  approved  of  their  fchemes,  and  procured 
in  die  India  ^he  approbation  of  the  diet  in  173 1.    An  India  Com- 
Ma^erin  pany  was  eftablilhed,   with  an  exclufivc  privilege  of 
t^nduah  trading  beyond  the  C^pe  of  Good  Hope.     The  char- 
•   *  ter  was  only  for  fifteen  years.     It  was  thought  that 
this  would  be  the  beft  expedient,  either  to  afford  an 
early  opportunity  of  redlifying  any  imperfeftions  in* 
cident  to  new  undertakings,  or  to  relieve  the  anxiety 
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of  many  citizens  who  warmly  oppofed  an  cnterprife,  b  o  o  k; 
which  they  thought  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  the , 
climate  and  the  conilitution.  In  order,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  unite  the  advantages  of  a  firce  trade  with 
thofe  of  a  privilege4  aObciation,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  flock  (hould  not  be  fixed,  and  that  each  proprie- 
tor fhould  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  own  at  the 
end  of  every  voyage.  As  moil  of  the  adventurers 
were  foreigners,  chiefly  Flemings,  it  was  thought 
equitable  to  fecure  a  profit  to  the  nation,  by  obliging 
them  to  pay  the  government  fifteen  hundred  filver 
dollars,  or  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety 
livres  [141I.  5sJ,  upon  the  cargo  of  every  fhip. 

This  tax  did  not  prevent  the  Company  from  fit- 
ting out  five-and-twenty  Ihips  during  the  time  that 
their  charter  lafted.  Three  of  thefe  were  fent  to 
Bengal,  and  two-and-twenty  to  China.  One  of  thefe 
ftiips  was  wrecked  with  its  whole  cargo,  and  three 
of  them  perifhed  without  any  lading.  Notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  misfortunes,  the  proprietors,  befide  their 
capital,  received  eight  hundred  feventeen  and  a  half 
per  cent,  which,  one  year  with  another,  amounted 
to  fifty-four  and  a  half  per  cent,  a  profit  infinitely 
great,  though  each  of  the  proprietors  was  obliged  to 
make  and  to  pay  his  own  infurances  out  of  it. 

In  1746  the  Company  obtained  a  new  charter  for 
twenty  years.  They  difpatched  fucceflively  three 
veflels  to  Surat,  and  thirty- three  to  Canton,  one  of 
which  was  wrecked  with  all  its  lading,  near  the 
place  of  its  deftination.  The  profits  of  the  proprie- 
tors arofe  to  eight  hundred  feventy-one  and  one 
quarter  per  cent,  or  forty-three  per  cent,  every  year. 
A  remarkable  event  diftinguilhed  this  charter  from 
the  firft.  From  the  year  1753,  the  proprietors  gave 
up  the  liberty  they  had  always  enjoyed,  of  with- 
drawing their  capital  at  pleafure,  and  refolved.  to 
form  themfelves  into  a  permanent  body.  The  ftate 
induced  them  to  confent  to  this  new  arrangement, 
by  taking  no  more  than  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent, 
^pon  all  the  mercantile  articles  that  fhould  be  con- 
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BOOK  fumed  in  the  kingdom,  inftead  of  fcrenty-five  thou* 
^  y*  >  fand  livres  [3125I.]  which  it  had  received  for  feven 
years  pad  upon  every  voyage.  This  facrifice  had 
been  made  with  a  defign  to  enable  the  Swedifh  Com- 
pany to  fuftain  the  competition  of  that  which  had 
juft  been  eftabliftied  at  Embden  :  but  the  public  ne- 
ceffities  occafioned  this  indulgence  to  be  retracted  in 
1765.  Perfidy  was  carried  fo  far,  that  even  all  the 
arrears  were  required  to  be  paid. 

In  1766,  the  monopoly  was  renewed  for  twenty 
years  more.  The  Company  lent  the  government 
1,250,000  livres  [52,0831.  6s.  8d.]  without  intereft, 
and  twice  that  fum  upon  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent. 
The  firft  of  thefe  loans  was  to  be  fucceflively  paid  off 
by  retaining  the  93,750  livres  [3906I.  15s.],  which 
the  Company  had  engaged  to  give  for  every  Ihip 
they  fitted  out ;  and  the  fecond  was  to  be  returped 
at  four  ftipulated  periods.  Before  the  firft  of  January 
1778,  oneand-twenty  veflels  had  been  fent  off,  all 
for  China  ;  four  of  which  were  ftill  expected.  The 
feventeen  that  had  returned,  had  brought  back  with 
them  twenty-two  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  tea,  and  fome  other  aricles  of  much 
lefs  importance.  It  cannot  be  precifely  afcertained 
what  profits  have  accrued  from  thefe  expeditions ; 
but  it  may  be  prefumed  that  they  were  confiderable, 
finice  the  (hares  have  gained  as  far  as  two-and-forty 
per  cent.  It  is  however  generally  known,  that  the 
dividend  was  twelve  per  cent,  in  1770,  and  that  it 
has  been  fix  per  cent,  all  the  other  years,  and  that 
the  Company  is  charged  with  the  infurances  fince 

1753- 

The  Company  have  fixed  the  feat  of  their  affairs 
at  Gottenburg,  the  pofition  of  which  afforded  con- 
veniences for  the  fitting  out  of  fhips,  and  for  the  fale 
of  goods,  which  were  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  other 
ports  of  the  kingdom.  A  preference  fo  ufefid  has 
confiderably  increafed  aftivity  in  its  road,  and  the 
cultivation  of  its  territory. 

At  the  origin  of  the  Company,  their  ftock  varied 
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from  one  voyage  to  another.  It  was  faid  to  be  rated  book 
at  fix  millions  [250,000!.]  in  1753,  and  at  five.  ^'  ^ 
[208,3331.  6s.  8d.]  only  at  the  laft  convention.  The 
beft  informed  perfons  know  nothing  upon  this  im- 
portant point  except  from  mere  conjefture  j  for  the 
matter  was  never  laid  before  the  public.  As  the 
Swedes  had  at  firft  much  lefs  concern  in  this  ftock 
than  they  have  hadfince,the  government  have  thought 
proper  to  envelope  it  in  myftery.  In  order  to  effect 
this,  it  was  enaded,  that  any  direftor  who  fliould  di- 
vulge the  names  of  the  proprietors,  or  the  fums  they 
had  fubfcribed,  fhould  be  fufpended,  or  even  depof- 
ed,  and  fiiould  forfeit  for  ever  all  the  money  he  had 
ventured  in  this  undertaking.  This  fpirit  of  my- 
ftery, inconceivable  in  a  free  country,  continued  five- 
and-thirty  years.  Twelve  of  the  proprietors  were 
indeed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  dlredlors  every 
four  years :  but  thefe  examiners  were  appointed  by 
the  direftion.  Since  the  year  1767,  the  proprietors 
themfelves  are  the  perfons  who  choofe  thefe  commif- 
faries,  and  who  receive  their  reports  at  a  general 
meeting.  This  new  arrangement  will  certainly  have 
diminiihed  corruption.  Secrecy  in  politics  is  like 
lying;  it'may  preferve  a  ftate  for  the  moment,  but 
muft  certainly  ruin  it  in  the  end.  Both  are  only 
ferviceable  to  evil-minded  perfons. 

The  produce  of  the  fales  has  not  always  been 
equal.  It  has  been  more  or  lefs  confiderable,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  and  fize  of  the  Ihips  employed  in 
the  trade ;  and  according  to  the  dearnefs  of  the  arti- 
cles at  the  place  of  their  manufadure,  or  their  fear- 
city  in  Europe.  We  may  however  affirm,  that  it 
has  fcarce  ever  been  lower  than  two  millions  of  livres 
[83,3331.  6s.  8d.],  and  has  never  rifen  higher  than 
five  millions  [208,333!.  6s.  8d.].  Tea  has  always 
yielded  four-fifths  of  this  produce. 

It  is  with  piaftres,  bought  at  Cadiz,  that  thefe  af- 
fairs have  been  tranfafted.  The  little  that  has  been 
brought  from  9thcr  parts  do^s  not  deferve  to  be  men-^ 
tioned. 
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BOOK     The  confumption  in  Sweden  was  at  firft  rather 
,     ^*      more  confiderable  than  it  has  been  fince,  becaufe 
'       originally  there  was  no  duty  upon  the  Afiatic  pro- 
dudions,     Moll  of  them  have  been  fince  fubje(^>ed 
to  a  tax  of  twenty,  or  five-and-twenty  per  cent, ; 
forae  of  them  even,  fuch  as  the  filks,  have  been  pro- 
hibited at  times.     Thefe  taxes  have  reduced  the  an- 
nual confumption  of  the  kingdom  to  the  value  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  livres  [12,500!.].     All  the 
reft  is  exported  on  paying  to  the  Hate  one-eighth  per 
cent,  on  the  produce  of  the  fale.     Sweden,  confider- 
ing  the  little  fpecie  it  has,  and  the  mediocrity  of  its 
intrinfic  refources,  cannot  admit  of  a  higher  degree 
of  luxury ;  of  which  we  Ihall  foon  be  convinced. 
Prcfcnt  Sweden,  including  that  part  of  Finland  and  Lap- 

^cdcD.  ^^"^  under  its  dominion,  is  of  prodigious  extent.  Its 
coafts,  which  are  in  genejal  difficult  of  accefs,  are  em- 
bafrafled  with  an  infinite  number  of  rocks,  and  many 
fmall  iflands,  where  fome  men,  almoft  favages,  live  by 
fifhing.  The  interior  part  of  the  country  is  very 
mountainous.  Some  plains,  however,  are  to  be  found, 
the  foil  of  which,  though  fandy,  marfliy,  and  full  of 
ferruginous  matter,  is  not  barren,  efpecially  in  the 
mofl:  fouthern  provinces.  To  the  north  of  the  em- 
pire, want  has  taught  the  people,  that  they  could 
live  upon  bread  made  of  the  bark  of  the  birch- tree, 
with  a  few  roots  and  a  little  rye.  In  order  to  pro- 
cure  a  nourifhment  more  wholefome  and  more  agree- 
able, they  have  endeavoured  to  fow  fome  of  the 
high  grounds,  after  having  felled  and  burnt  the  trees 
that  were  upon  them.  The  mod  prudent  among 
them  have  given  up  this  praftice,  after  having  obferv- 
ed,  that  trees  and  grafs  no  longer  grew  upon  a  ftony 
and  meagre  foil,  exhaufted  by  two  or  three  plenti- 
ful harvefts.  Very  large  fpaces  of  territory  are  cover- 
ed with  lakes  of  greater  or  lefs  extent :  thefe  ufelefs 
colledions  of  water  have  been  flcilfuUy  turned  to  ad- 
vantage, in  eftablifhing,  with  the  help  of  feveral  ri- 
vers, canals,  and  fluices,  ,an  unintermpted  navigation 
from  Stockholm  to  Gottenburg*. 
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This  fketch  of  the  natural  (late  of  Sweden,  would  b  o  o  k 
indate  us  to  fuppofe  that  this  country  was  never , 
much  peopled,  though  it  has  fometimes  been  called 
the  m(Mf^a£lory  of  human  kind.  Probably  the  nume- 
rous bands  that  came  from  thence,  and  which,  under 
the  fo-much-dreaded  name  of  Gotlis  and  Vandals,  ra- 
vaged and  fubdued  fo  many  regions  of  Europe,  were 
only  fwarms  of  Scychians  and  Sarmatians,  who  came 
thither  in  a  conftant  fucceffion  by  the  north  of  Afia. 
Yet  it  would  be,  perhaps,  a  miftake  to  fuppofe,  that 
this  vaft  country  was  always  as  thinly  peopled  as  it  is 
now.  According  to  all  probability,  three  hundred 
years  ago,  this  country  had  more  inhabitants  than  it 
has  at  prefent,  though  at  that  time  they  profefled  the 
Catholic  religion,  which  enjoins  the  monaftic  life  and 
the  celibacy  of  the  clergy.  The  account  taken  in 
1751  did  not  compute  the  number  of  fouls  at  more 
than  two  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-one.  In  1769  this 
number  was  increafed  by  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three  thoufand.  It  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  fince 
this  period,  the  population,  only  the  thirteenth  part 
of  which  dwells  in  the  towns,  has  not  increafed,  but 
has  rather  diminifhed  ;  and  this  calamity  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  mifery,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
difeafes. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  would  be  greater  in 
Sweden,  if  it  were  not  continually  deferted  by  the 
natives,  who  frequently  never  return.  There  are 
men  in  all  nations,  who,  either  from  motives  of  curi- 
ofity,  or  from  a  natural  reftleflhefs,  and  without  any 
determinate  objeft,  are  fond  of  going  from  one  coun- 
try to  another ;  but  this  is  only  the  malady  of  a  few 
individuals,  and  cannot  be  confidered  as  the  general 
caufe  of  a  conftant  emigration.  There  is  a  natural 
propenfity  in  all  men  to  love  their  own  country,  which 
is  rather  to  be  accounted  for  from  moral,  than  from 
natural  principles.  An  inherent  fondnefs  for  fo- 
ciety,  the  ties  of  blood  and  of  friendfhip,  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  climate  and  language,  that  partiality 
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B  o  o  K  we  are  fo  apt  to  contrad  for  the  place,  the  maniiert^ 
t  ^'  ^  and  the  way  of  life  we  are  accuftomed  to ;  all  thefe 
are,  to  a  rational  being,  fo  many  motives  of  attach- 
ment to  the  land  in  which  he  was  bom  and  educated. 
They  mull  be  powerful  inducements  that  can  de- 
termine him  to  break  all  thefe  ties  at  once  and  to 
prefer  another  country,  where  all  will  appear  ex- 
traordinary and  new  to  him.  In  Sweden,  where  the 
whole  power  refides  in  the  ftates  compofed  of  the  fe* 
veral  orders  of  the  kingdom,  even  that  of  the  peafants, 
every  one  fhould  naturally  be  more  attached  to  his 
country ;  yet  emigrations  are  very  frequent,  and  there 
is  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  it. 

The  lands  in  cultivation  were  formerly  divided  in- 
to*  fourfcore  thoufand  and  fifty-two  hemmans^  or 
farms,  which  it  was  not  permitted  to  parcel  out.  By 
an  error  (till  more  palpable,  the  laws  had  determined 
the  number  of  perfons  that  might  live  upon  each  of 
thefe  farms.  When  this  number  was  completed,  the 
father  of  a  family  was  obliged  himfelf  to  expel  from 
his  houfe  his  children  bom  after  that  period,  however 
he  might  be  in  want  of  them  to  increafe  the  mafs  of 
his  produftions.  It  had  been  expeded  that  this  re- 
gulation would  occafion  the  clearing  of  the  unculu- 
vated  lands,  and  produce  new  hemmans.  But  it 
fhould  have  been  forefeen,  that  men,  kept  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  oppreffion,  would  neither  have  the  will  nor 
the  means  of  attending  to  new  eftablilhments ;  and 
that  moft  of  them  would  go  into  foreign  countries,  in 
fearch  of  that  tranquillity  of  which  their  own  fo  un- 
juftly  deprived  them.  The  eyes  of  the  government 
were  not  opened  till  the  year  1748.  At  this  period 
it  was  at  length  underftood,  that  the  public  required, 
that  the  labourers  fhould  have  no  greater  extent  of 
foil  than  they  could  conveniently  work ;  and  the  diet 
allowed  them  to  divide  their  inheritance  into  as  many 
portions  as  they  fhould  think  proper.  This  new  ar- 
,  rangement  of  things  has  already  leflened  the  emi- 
grations, and  muft,  in  procefs  of  time,  bring  on  the 
improvement  of  agriculture. 
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This  was,  it  is  faid,  in  a  tolerably  flourifliing  date  b 
when  Guftavus  Vafa  afcended  the  throne.  This  opi- 
nion is  evidently  an  improbable  one,  fince  before  that 
period  the  empire  had  only  emerged  from  the  hor- 
rors of  anarchy,  to  pafs  under  the  yoke  of  foreign 
tyranny.  It  is  at  leaft  a  fad,  that  fince  that  time, 
this  firft  of  the  arts  has  been  always  in  a  languid 
ftate.  The  nation  has  continually  been  reduced  to 
the  neceiEty  of  drawing  a  great  part  of  its  fubfiftence 
from  its  neighbours,  and  fometimes  to  the  amount  of 
fix  or  feven  millions  of  livres  [from  250,0001.  to 
291,6661,  I38,  4d.],  Many  caufes  have  contributed 
to  this  misfortune.  Among  the  moil  confiderable 
may  be  reckoned  the  diftribution  of  a  fmall  number 
of  men  over  too  great  a  fpace.  The  diftance  at  which 
they  were  from  one  another,  obliged  eacli  of  them 
feparately  to  provide  for  almoft  all  his  own  wants, 
and  has  prevented  them  all  from  ferioufly  devoting 
themfelves  to  any  profeflion,  and  even  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  lands. 

The  infufficiency  of  the  harvefts  threw  the  ftate  in- 
to continual  embarraflments.  The  meafures  adopted 
at  diftant  intervals  to  remove  this  evil,  have  not  pro- 
duced the  defired  efFed.  At  length,  in  177a,  the 
government  had  the  firmnefs  to  ftrikc  at  the  princi- 
pal caufe  of  it,  by.  prohibiting  the  diftilling  of  the 
com.  Unfortunately,  the  laws  were  not  of  fufficient 
force  to  counterad  the  paflion  thefc  people  had  for 
this  kind  of  fpirit ;  and  the  ftate  was  obliged  to  relax 
the  feverity  of  them.  Its  condefcenfion  was  not  in- 
deed carried  fo  far,  as  to  authorife  the  citizens  to 
prepare  this  liquor  themfelves,  as  they  were  ufed 
to  do :  but  it  engaged  to  furnifli  them  with  about 
th|ee  hundred  thoufand  tons  of  grain  for  this  purpofe, 
inftead  of  a  million  of  tons  that  were  before  employ- 
ed in  it. 

Since  this  epocha,  Sweden  has  drawn  much  lefs 
corn  from  foreign  markets.  Some  of  her  writers  on 
agriculture  have  even  pretended,  that  flie  might  do 
without  this  afliftance,  if  the  nation  were  to  forfake 
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B  o  o  K  its  erroneous  methods  of  proceeding  in  thefe  matter^j 
a  ^'  p  This  opinion  will  not  meet  with  many  partiians. 
Whether  it  be  from  the  defed:  of  the  foil,  of  climate, 
or  of  induftry,  it  is  certain,  that  the  fame  number  of 
men  working  the  fame  number  of  days,  and  with  th6 
fame  means,  do  not  bring  forth  in  this  region  more 
than  a  third  part  of  the  produdlions  obtained  in  more 
fortunate  countries. 

Thefe  difadvantages  of  agriculture  muft  be  com- 
penfated  by  the  mines,  moft  of  which  belonged  for- 
merly to  the  priefts.  From  the  hands  of  the  clergy 
they  paffed,  in  1480,  into  thofe  of  the  government* 
By  a  ftill  more  fortunate  revolution  they  have  fince 
become  the  property  of  individuals. 

There  k  only  the  gold  mine,  difcovered  in  1738, 
that  has  remained  with  the  ftate.  As  it  yields  only 
feven  or  eight  hundred  ducats  [between  300I.  and 
400I.  on  an  average]  per  annum;  and  that  this  fumis 
infufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of  working  it,  no 
native  or  foreigner  has  yet  offered  to  take  it  upon 
himfelf. 

The  filver  mine  of  SaJa  has  been  known  fince  the 
eleventh  century.  During  the  courfe  of  the  fourteenth, 
it  yielded  twenty-four  thoufand  marks  ;  and  in  the 
fifteenth,  no  more  than  twenty-one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  eighty.  It  fell  more  and  more,  till  the 
beginning  of  the  century  in  which  we  now  live.  At 
prefent  it  produces  from  feventeen  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred marks  every  year.  This  is  fifteen  or  fixteen 
times  more  than  all  the  other  mines  taken  together. 

Alum,  fulphur,  cobalt,  and  vitriol,  are  more  abun- 
dant. Thefe  are  nothing,  however,  or  fcarcely  any 
thing,  in  comparifon  of  the  mines  of  copper,  and 
efpecially  of  iron.  From  the  year  1754  to  1768, 
there  were  exported  annually  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feven  quintals  of  this 
laft  metal.  It  then  became  to  be  lefs  in  vogue,  be- 
caufe  Ruflia  brought  to.  market  iron  of  the  fame 
quality  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper.  The  Swedes  were 
obliged  to  lower  their  price,  and  they  muft  lower  it 
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ftill  more,  in  order  not  to  lofe  entirely  the  mod  im-  B  o^o  k 
portant  branch  of  their  trade.  The  mod  intelligent  <„.  ^\,  j 
among  them  have  taken  the  refolution  of  working 
their  iron  themfelves,  and  of  converting  it  into  fteel, 
wire,  nails,  cannon,  anchors,  and  other  materials  of 
primary  neceffity  to  other  nations ;  and  the  govern- 
ment has  prudently  encouraged  this  induftry  by  gra- 
tifications. Thefe  favours  have  met  with  general 
approbation ;  while  opinions  have  been  divided  with 
refpedl  to  thofe  granted  to  other  manufadiures. 

There  was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  any  manufacture 
in  the  kingdom  at  the  memorable  era  which  reftored 
it  to  its  liberty.  It  was  foon  divided  by  two  parties; 
one, who  difplayed  an  inordinate  paffion  for  all  forts 
of  manufadures,  and  lavilhed  the  moft  excellive  en- 
couragements upon  them  all,  without  diitinguifhing 
thofe  which  might  be  ufeful  from  thofe  which  might 
be  prejudicial  to  tlie  Hate.  Great  confufion  arofe, 
from  which  the  nation  emerged  only  to  fall  into  an 
excefs  equally  fatal-  The  oppofite  party  having  pre- 
vailed, fhowed  as  much  averfiorh  for  the  manufadures 
of  neceffity,  as  for  thefe  that  were  merely  works  of 
luxury,  and  deprived  them  both  indifcriminately  of 
all  the  privileges  and  favours  that  had  been  heaped 
upon  them.  Notwithftanding  the  prodigaUties  of  the 
treafury,  they  had  as  yet  acquired  no  confiftence;  and 
the  fuppreffion  of  thefe  enormous  grants  occafioned 
their  total  decay.  The  foreign  artifts,  and  ev6n  thofe 
of  the  country,  difappeared.  The  flattering  profpedt 
of  promoting  great  induftry  vanifhed  at  once ;  and 
the  nation  found  itfelf  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  it 
was  in  before  the  year  1720. 

The  filheries  have  not  fhared  the  fame  fate  as  the 
arts.  The  only  one  that  deferves  our  notice,  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  is  the  herring  fifhery*  It  can- 
not be  traced  farther  back  than  1740.  Before-  that 
period,  the  herrings  did  not  frequent  the  coafts  of 
Sweden.  They  then  came  in  fhoals  to  the  coaft  of 
Gottenburg,  which  they  have  never  fince  forfaken* 
The  nation  confumes  annually  forty  thoufand  barrels 
Vol.  II  O 
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B  o  o  K  of  this  filh ;  and  there  are  one  hundred  and  fixty 

^-       thoufand   barrels  exported;   which,  at  the  rate  of 

^''"^  thirteen  livres  fifteen  fols   [about    lis.  54-3.]   each, 

brings  in  a  revenue  of  2,200,000  livres  [91,666!.  13s. 

4d.]  to  the  ftate. 

The  Swedifh  nation  was  not  yet  poffefled  of  this 
advantage,  when  the  government  refolved  that  fo- 
reign navigators  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  introduce 
into  the  ports  of  Sweden  any  other  than  the  commo- 
dities of  their  own  country  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
not  even  be  permitted  to  convey  thefe  from  one  har- 
bour of  the  kingdom  to  another.     That  famous  edid, 
known  by  the  name  of  placard  des  produSlions^  re- 
ftored  navigation,  which  had  longfince  been  annihilat- 
ed by  the  calamities  of  war.    A  flag,  which  had  been 
hitherto  unknown,  was  now  difplayed  on  all  the  feas* 
The  feamen  foon  acquired  (kill  and  experience.  Some 
able  politicians  were  even  of  opinion  that  their  pro- 
grefs  was  growing  too  confiderable  for  a  depopulated 
country.     They  thought  it  would  be  more  advifable 
to  confine  themfelves  to  the  exportation  of  their  own 
produce,  and  the  importation  of  fuch  foreign  commo- 
dities as  they  wanted,  and  totally  to  lay  afide  the 
merq  freighting  trade.  This  fyftem  was  warmly  dppof- 
ed.    Some  able  men  were  of  opinion  that,  far  from  re^ 
ftraining  this  branch  of  induftry,  it  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged, by  abolifliing  every  regulation  that  might 
tend  to  obftrudt  it.     The  exclufive  right  of  pafling 
the  Sdun4  was  formerly  appropriated  to  a  few  towns, 
difl:inguifhed  by  the  name  of  Staple.     All  the  parts 
fituated  to  the  north  of  Stockholm  and  Abo,  .were 
obliged  to  fend   their  commodities  to  one  of  thefe 
ftaples,  and  there  to  take  in  thofe  of  the  Baltic,  which 
they  could  have  procured  cheaper  at  firfl:  hand.  Thefe 
odious  diftinftions,  contrived  in  barbarous  times,  and 
tending  to  favour  the  monopoly  of  merchants,  ftill 
fubfift  to  this  day.     The  wifefl:  fpeculators  in  political 
matters,  wifti  to  fee  them  abolilhed,  that  a;  more  ge- 
neral competition  may  produce  greater  induftry. 
If  we  were  to  judge  of  the  trade  of  Sweden  by  the 
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iiumber  of  fliips  it  employs,  we  fhould  think  it  very  book 
important.  But  when  we  confider,  that  this  country .  ^'  ■ 
fells  nothing  but  tar,  pitch,  potalh,  planks,  fifli,  and 
coarfe  metds,  we  fliall  not  be  furprifed  to  find,  that 
its  annual  exports  do  not  exceed  15,000,000  livres 
[625,000!.].  The  rpturns  would  ftill  be  lefs  by  one- 
fourth,  if  we  were  to  be  regulated  by  the  accounts 
of  the  cuftoms.  But  it  is  a  known  fad,  that  although 
they  are  only  defrauded  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the 
exports,  yet  they  are  cheated  of  five-and-twenty  per 
cent,  on  the  imports.  Admitting  this,  there  would 
be  an  almoft  complete  balance  between  what  was 
fold  arid  what  was  bought ;  and  the  kingdom  would 
neither  gain  nor  lofe  by  its  outward  conneftions. 
Perfons  extremely  well  verfed  in  thefe  matters,  pre- 
tend even  that  the  balance  is  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  ftate,  and  that  it  has  only  filled  up  the  deficiency 
which  this  circumftance  muft  have  occafioned  in  its 
fpecie,  by  the  help  of  the  fubfidies  that  have  been 
granted  by  foreign  powers.  It  behoves  the  nation  to 
redouble  all  its  efforts  to  extricate  itfelf  from  fo  difa- 
gre^able  a  fituation.  Let  us  examine  whether  the 
troops  are  upon  a  better  footing. 

Before  the  reign  of  Guftavus  Vafa^  every  Swede 
was  a  foldier.  Upon  an  emergency  of  the  ftate,  the 
hufbandman  left  his  plough,  and  took  up  his  bow. 
The  whole  nation  was  inured  to  war  by  civil  commo- 
tions, which  were  unfortunately  continual.  Govern- 
ment had  then  but  five  hundred  men  in  pay ;  but  in 
1542,  this  fmall  corps  was  increafed  to  fix  tiioufand. 
In  order  to  be  difencumbered  from  the  maintenance 
of  thefe  forces,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  a  portion  of  the 
domains  of  the  crown  fhould  be  affigned  to  them. 
This  plan,  oppofedlfor  a  long  time  by  pi;ivate  interefts, 
was  at  length  carried  into  execution.  Charles  XI. 
refumed  the  loyal  lands,  which  his  predecefTors,  and 
efpecially  queen  Chriftina,  had  lavifhed  upon  their 
favourites,  and  fettled  the  moft  valuable  part  of  his 
army  upon  them. 

This  army  confifts  at  prefent  of  a  body  of  twelve 
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BO  o  Kthoufand  and  twenty-eight  men,  always  aflemWed, 
,  ,  '  _^  formed  indifcriminately  of  natives  and  foreigners, 
having  a  regular  pay,  and  ferving  to  garrifon  all  the 
fortrefles  of  the  kingdom.  There  is  another  corps 
ftill  more  diftinguilhed,.and  confidered  by  the  people 
as  the  bulwark  of  the  empire  ;  it  is  that  which  is 
known  by  the  title  of  national  troops.  It  confifts  of 
thirty- four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  lixty -fix  men, 
who  are  aflembled  only  one-and-twenty  days  in  every 
year.  They  have  no  pay :  but  they  have  received 
from  government,  under  the  name  of  BoJleU  poffef- 
fions  Sufficient  for  their  fubfiftence. ,  From. the  com- 
mon foldier  to  the  general^  every  man  has  a  dwelling 
of  his  own,  and  lands  which  he  mull  cultivate.  The 
conveniencies  of  the  lodging,  and  the  extent  and 
value  of  the  territory,  are  proportioned  to  the  rank 
every  man  holds  in  this  corps. 

This  inftitution  has  received  the  encomiums  of  all 
Europe.  Thofe  who  have  feen  the  effeds  of  it  upon 
the  fpot,  have  been  lefs  warm  in  their  approbation  of 
it.  They  have  obferved,  that  thefc  lands,  which 
were  paffing  with  rapidity  from  one  pofleflbr  to  an- 
other, were  always  in  the  greateft  diforder  :  that  the 
charadler  of  the  huibandman  was  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  that  of  the  miUtary  man ;  that  the  man  who 
cultivated  the  land  attached  himfelf  to  it,  from  the 
.  care  he  bellowed  upon  it,  and  never  quitted  it  with- 
out regret ;  while  the  foldier,  led  by  his  profeffion 
from  one  province  of  t*4e  kingdom  to  another,  or  from 
one  country  to  a  dillant  region,  ought  always  to  hold 
himfelf  in  readinefs  to  march  cheerfully  at  the  firll 
ftroke  of  the  drum,  or  the  firll  found  of  the  trumpet : 
that  the  labours  of  the  field  grow  languid,  when  they 
are  not  feconded  by  a  numerous  family ;  that  it  \^ag 
confequently  the  duty  of  the  farmer  to  marry ;  while 
the  dwelUng  under  tents,  and  in  camps,  and  the  ha- 
zards  of  war,  required  an  unmarried  man,  whofe  cou- 
rage was  not  to  be  enervated  by  any  tender  connec- 
tion ;  who  might  live  every  where  without  any  local 
prediledion,  and  might  expofe  his  life  every  inllant 
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without  regret :  that  the  perfedion  of  military  dif-  book 
cipline  was  loft  without  conftant  exercife,  while  the  .  \' 
cultivation  of  the  land,  admitting  of  no  reft,  and  fuf- 
fering  no  intermiffion,  except  in  that  rigorous  feafon 
which  feparated  the  armies,  and  hardened  the  foil, 
the  fame  hands  would  be  unfit  to  wield  the  fword 
and  to  dired  the  plough  :  that  the  two  profcflions 
required  each  of  them  a  great  degree  of  experience, 
and  that  the  uniting  of  them  in  the  fame  perfon,  was 
a  fure  method  of  having  only  indifferent  farmers  and 
bad  foldiers  :  that  thefe  lands,  thus  diftributed,  muft 
cither  become  hereditary,  or  return  to  the  ftate ;  if 
they  were  made  hereditary,  there  would  foon  be  none 
left  for  other  proprietors ;  and  if  they  returned  to  the 
ftate,  this  was  the  means  of  reducing  to  beggary, 
from  one  moment  to  another,  a  multiplicity  of  chil- 
dren of  both  fexes,  and  of  peopUng  the  kingdom,  at 
the  end  of  five  or  fix  campaigns,  with  unfortunate 
orphans  :  in  a  word,  that  the  cuftom  of  the  Bq/lel  ap- 
peared to  thmn  fo  pernicious,  that  they  did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  rank  it  among  the  number  of  caufes  that  rcn* 
dered  a  fcarcity  of  corn  fo  frequent  in  Sweden. 

The  fituation  of  this  country  has  determined  it  to 
create  two  very  diflferent  naval  corps  ;  one  confifting 
of  a  great  number  of  galleys,  and  a  few  flat-bottom- 
ed  boats,  for  the  defence  of  its  coafts,  full  of  flioals ; 
the  other  compofed  of  four-and-twcnty  ftiips  of  the 
line,  and  three-and-twenty  frigates,  for  more  diftant 
latitudes.  In  1772,  they  were  both  of  them  in  a  moft 
ruinous  condition.  Since  that  period,  thefe  veflels, 
moft  of  which  are  made  of  deal,  becaufe  there  is  very 
little  oak  in  the  country,  and  which  were  almoft 
falling  to  pieces  with  age,  have  been  repaired.  Swe^ 
den  may  poflibly  be  in  abfolute  want  of  all  her  gal- 
leys ;  but  ftie  muft  infallibly  determine  to  leflen  the 
number  of  her  ftiips.  Her  powers  will  never  allow 
her  to  arm  even  half  of  them. 

The  public  revenue  of  this  kingdom  does  not  exceed 
fixteen  or  feventeen  milhons  of  Uvres  [from  666,6661. 
13s.  4d.  to  708^3331.  6s.  8d,].     It  is  colle^ed  by  a 
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d-tax,  the  returns  of  the  cuftoms,  by  duties  upon 
)per,  iron,  and  ftamped  paper,  by  a  poll-tax,  and 
ree  gift ;  and  by  fome  other  articles  lefs  confiderr 
e.  This  is  very  little  for  the  wants  of  govern- 
nt ;  and  yet  its  debts  muft  be  paid  from  this  trif- 
5  fum.  ' 

rhefe  debts  amounted  to  feven  milHons  five  hun^ 
d  thoufand  livres  [312,5001.],  when  Charles  XL 
ae  to  the  crown.  That  prince,  who  was  an  eco- 
nift  in  a  manner  becoming  a  fovereign,  paid  them 
He  did  more  than  this,  for  he  recovered  feveral 
the  domains  conquered  in.  Germany,  and  which 
1  been  mortgaged  to  powerful  neighbours.  He 
ewife  redeemed  the  crown  jewels,  upon  whichi 
ifiderable  fums  had  been  borrowed  in  Holland. 
:  fortified  the  frontier  towns,  fuccoured  his  allies, 
i  often  fitted  out  fquadrons  to  maintain  his  fupe-, 
rity  on  the  Baltic.  The  events  fubfequent  to  his 
ith  once  more  plunged  the  nation  into  its  former 
ifufion.  This  has  fince  been  always  increafing, 
iwithftanding  the  fubfidies  beftowed  by  France, 
i  other  lefs  confiderable  fuccours.  In  177^,  the 
te  owed  90,450,000  livres  [3,768,7501.]  ;  which,  at 
intereft  of  four  and  a  half  percent,  brought  to  the 
tives,  or  foreigners,  4,070,250  livres  [169,5931. 
s.].  At  this  period  there  were  not  above  two  mil- 
ns  of  livres  [83,3331.  6s.  8d.]  circulating  in  the 
igdom.  Both  public  and'private  affairs  were  tranf- 
ed  with  the  bills  of  a  bank  belonging  to  the  ftate, 
d  fecured  by  the  three  firft  orders  of  the  republic. 
ds  eftablifhment  has  had  its  cenfors  and  its  pane- 
rifts ;  and  it  is  a  problem  not  yet  refolved,  whe^ 
IT  it  has  been  ufeful  or  detrimental  to  the  nation. 
Poverty  is  not,  however,  the  greateft  evil  under 
uch  Sweden  laboured ;  fhe  was  threatened  with 
[amities  of  a  more  dangerous  nature.     The  fpirit 

difcord  excited  a  general  ferment.  Hatred  anjl 
^enge  were  the  principal  caufes  of  events.  Every 
m  confidered  the  ftate  as  the  prey  of  his  ambition 

his  avarice.     It  was  no  longer  fo^  the  public  (er- 
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vice  that  places  had  been  created :  it  was  for  the  book 
private  emolument  of  thofe  who  filled  them.     Virtue  ,    ^- 
and  talents  were  rather  an  obftaclc  to  fortune,  than       ' 
a  means  of  elevation.     The  national   affemblies  dif- 
played   nothing  but   adls   of  difgrace   or   violence, 
fcrimes  were  unpunifhed,  and  were  openly  commit- 
ted.    The  court,  the  fenate,  and  all  the  orders  of  the 
republic,  were  filled  with  general  diftruft.     All  men 
were  bent  upon  each  others  deftrudlion,  with  inve- 
terate fury.     When  quick  and  ready  means  were 
wanting,   they  were  fought  for  at  a  diftance;  and 
men  were  riot  afhamed  to  confpire  with  foreign  pow- 
ers agalnft  their  own  country. 

Thefe  evils  had  their  fource  in  the  nature  of  the 
conftitution  fettled  in  1720.  To  a  difguftful  defpo- 
tifm,  had  been  fubftituted  a  fyftem  of  liberty  ill  ar- 
ranged. The  powers  deftined  to  b^ance  and  reftrain 
each  other,  were  neither  clearly  explained,  nor  pru- 
dently diftributed.  Accordingly,  they  began  to  clafh 
with  each  other  fix  years  after  they  had  been  efta- 
blifhed.  Nothing  could  poffibly  prevent  this.  It 
was  a  continual  ftruggle  between  the  head  of  the 
ftate,  who' was  inceflantly  endeavouring  to  acquire 
influence  by  the  makirtg  of  laws,  and  the  jealoufy 
of  the  nation  to  preferve  the  executive  power  of  them. 
The  different  orders  of  the  repubUc  difputed  with  the 
fame  inveteracy,  concerning  the  extent  of  their  re- 
fpedUve  privileges. 

Thefe  contefts,  in  which  one  party  or  the  other 
alternately  triumphed  or  were  defeated,  occafioned 
great  inftability  in  the  public  refolutions.  What  had 
been  decreed  in  one  diet,  was  cancelled  in  another, 
to  be  re-eftabiiflied  anew,  and  to  be  again  abolifhed. 
In  this  tumult  of  the  paflions,  the  general  good  was 
either  forgotten,  mifunderftood,  or  betrayed.'  The 
happinefs  of  the  citizens  was  more  and  more  difturb- 
ed  ;  and  all  the  branches  of  adminiftration  bore  the 
ftamp, of  ignorance,  felf-interelt,  or  anarchy.  Thefe 
numerous  evils  were  wrought  up  to  their  higheft 
pitch,  by  a  fyftem  of  corruption,  the  moft  ignomi- 

Oiiij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ai6  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOO  knious,  perhaps,  that  any  fet  of  men  was  ever  infedled 

,     ^-  _^  with. 

'  Two  fadions,  into  which  all  the  others  were  re- 

folved,  divided  the  (late.  That  of  the  Hats  feemed 
intent  upon, reftoring  to  Sweden  its  former  ftrength, 
by  recovering  thofe  rich  pofleffions  which  had  been 
fevered  from  it  by  the  misfortunes  of  war.  This 
fadion  had  devoted  itfelf  to  France,  which  might 
have  fome  intereft  in  encouraging  its  ambitious  views. 
The  fadtion  of  the  Caps  was  a  declared  advocate  for 
tranquillity.  Its  moderation  had  rendered  it  agree- 
able .to  Ruflia,  which  was  defirous  of  meeting  with 
no  obftacles  to  her  enterprifes.  Thefe  two  courts, 
efpecially  that  of  Verfailles,  had  opened  their  trea- 
fures  to  thefe  bafe  fadions.  The  leaders  of  them  ap- 
propriated to  themfelves  the  greateft  part  of  thefe 
idle  profufions ;  and  purchafed  votes  with  the  reft. 
Thefe  were  always  ^t  a  low  price  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  they  were  fcarce  ever  to  be  relied  upon.  No- 
thing was  more  common  than  for  a  member  of  the 
diet  to  fell  his  vote  a  fecond  time.  It  was  not  even 
an  uncommon  circumftance,  that  he  fhould  make 
himfelf  be  paid  by  both  parties  at  the  fame  time. " 

The  unhappy  fituation  of  a  ftate,  apparently  free, 
tept  up  that  flaviih  difpofition,  which  degrades  moft 
of  the  European  nations;  they  gloried  in  their  chains, 
when  they  beheld  the  fiifferings  of  a  people  who  had 
Jhaken  off  theirs.  No  one  would  be  convinced  that 
the  Swedes  had  gone  from  one  extreme  to  another ; 
that,  to  avoid  the  niifchief  of  arbitary  power,  they 
had  fallen  into  the  confufions  of  anarchy.  The  laws 
had  not  provided  means  to  reconcile  the  private 
rights  of  individuals  with  thofe  of  fociety,  and  the 
prerogatives  it  ought  to  enjo^  for  the  common  fafety 
of  its  members. 

In  this  fatal  crifis,  it  was  expedient  for  the  Swedes 
to  intruft  the  phantom  of  a  king,  of  their  own  crea* 
tion,  with  a  power  fufficient  to  inquire  into  the 
abufes  of  the  ftate,  and  find  out  proper  remedies  for 
\t.    This  is  the  greateft  ad  of  fovereignty  a  people 
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can  exercife ;  and  it  is  not  lofing  their  liberty,  to  b  o  o  k 
commit  it  to  the  cuftody  of  a  guardian  in  whom  they .     y*    . 
can  confide,  while  they  watch  over  the  nfe  he  makes 
of  the  power  delegated  to  him. 

Such  a  refolution  would  have  raifed  the  Swedes  to 
the  greateft  glory  and  happinefs,  and  have  excited  a 
general  opinion  of  their  undcrftanding^and  wifdom  ; 
Avhereas,  by  declining  fo  neceflary  a  m'eafure,  they 
have  compelled  the  fovereign  to  feize*  upon  the  fu- 
preme  authority.  He  now  reigns  upon  his  own 
terms ;  and  his  fubjeds  have  no  other  right  left,  but 
fuch  as  his  moderation  would  not  fufFer  him  to  de- 
prive them  of. 

This  event  is  too  recent  to  allow  us  to  entertain 
our  readers  with  an  account  of  it.  Time  alone  can 
reveal  what  an  hiftorian  ought  to  know,  in  order  to 
fpeak  of  it  with  accuracy.  How  fhall  we  difcrimi- 
nate  thofe  who  have  feconded  the  views  of  the  fove- 
reign from  generous  motives,  from  thofe  who  have 
acceded  to  them  from  abjed  principles  ?  He  himfelf 
undoubtedly  knows  them  :  but  the  heart  of  kings  is 
an  impenetrable  fanduary,  out  of  which  the  marks 
of  efteem  or  contempt  feldom  fhow  themfelves  dur- 
ing their  life-time ;  and  the  key  of  which  is  but  too 
frequently  loft  at  their  death.  Befides,  are  not  kings 
fubjeft,  as  we  are,  to  the  illulions  of  the  paffions, 
and  do  they  know  better  how  to  diftribute  ccnfure 
or  praife  ?  The  opinions  of  their  fubjedls  are  equally 
fufpicious.  Among  the  confufed  and  contradidory 
voices  that  are  heard  at  the  fame  time,  who  fhall  di- 
ftinguifh  the  cry  of  truth  from  the  deep  and  fee  ret 
murmur  of  calumny,  or  the  myfterious  referve  of  the 
former  from  the  clamour  of  the  latter  ?  We  muft  , 
wait  till  intereft  and  flattery  have  ceafed  to  ex- 
plaih  themfelves,  and  till  filence  is  no  longer  impofed 
upon  us  from  terror.  Then  we  may  be  allowed  to 
take  up  the  pen,  without  incurring  the  fufpicion  of 
meanly  paying  our  court  to  the  man  in  power,  or  of 
infolently  bidding  defiance  to  his  authority.  Though 
we  fliould  be  filent,  pofterity  will  fpeak.     The  mo- 
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BOOK  narch  is  fenfible  of  this  truth.     Happy,  if  he  can  en- 
,    ^'     joy  beforehand  its  approbation!  But  woe  to  him,  and 


woe  to  his  people,  if  he  Ihould  difdain  this  tribunal ! 
Let  us  now  inquire  into  the  connexions,  formed  in 
India  by  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
The  king    '   This  prince,  in  his  younger  years,  wifely  preferred 
of  Piuflfa   the  advantage  of  treafuring  up  knowledge,  to  the 
jSft  India  ufual  pleafures  of  his  age,  and  the  luxurious  idlenefs 
Company  of  courts.     An  intcrcourfc  with  the  greateft  men  of 
cha^a^  his  time,  joined  to  the  fpirit  of  obfervation,  infenfibly 
PrincV      ripened  his  genius,  which  was  naturally  adlive  and 
Fate  of  his  eager  for  improvement.     Neither  flattery  nor  oppofi- 
efUbiiih-    ^JQj^  could  ever  divert  him  from  the  deep  refledions 
he  was  engaged  in*     He  formed  the  plan  of  his  fu- 
ture conduct  and  reign  in  the  early  part  of  his  life. 
It  was  foretold,  on  his  acceflion  to  the  crown,  that 
his  minillers  would  be  no  more  than  his  fecretarics; 
the  managers  of  his  finances  no  more  than  his  clerks; 
and  his  generals  no  more  than  his  aids  de  camp. 
Some  fortunate  circumftances  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difplaying  to  the  whole  world  the  talents 
he  had  acquired  in  retirement.     With  a  quicknefs 
peculiar  to  himielf,  Frederick,  inftantly  difcovering 
the   plan  it  was  his  intercfl:  to  purfuc,   attacked  a 
power  by  which  his  anceftors  had  been  kept  in  flavery. 
He  obtained  the  vidory  in  five  engagements  againft 
that  power,  deprived  it  of  its  beft  provinces,  and  con- 
eluded  a  peace  with  the  fame  wifdom  that  he  had 
begun  the  war. 

Though  his  wars  were  at  an  end,  yet  he  did  not 
remain  inadlive.  He  afpired  to  gain  the  admiration 
of  tliofe  very  people  whom  he  had  ftruck  with  ter- 
ror. He  coUefted  all  the  arts  about  him,  to  give  an 
additional  luftre  to  his  name.  He  reformed  the 
abufes  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  diftated  him- 
ielf the  wifeft  laws.  A  plain  and  invariable  order 
was  eftablifhed  in  every  part  of  government.  As  he 
was  convinced  that  the  authority  of  a  fovereign  is  a 
common  benefit  to  all  his  fubjeds,  a  protedlion  which 
all  fhould  equally  partake  of,  he  gave  to  every  man 
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the  liberty  of  approaching  his  perfon,  and  of  writing  book 
to  him.  Every  inftant  of  his  hfe  was  devoted  to  the  ,  ^' 
welfare  of  his  people  ;  his  very  amufements  were 
made  ufeful  to  them.  His  writings  on  hiftory,  moi. 
raUty,  and  politics,  abounded  with  pradical  truths. 
Even  his  poetry  was  full  of  profound  and  inftruftive 
ideas.  He  was  confidering  of  the  means  of  enrich- 
ing his  dominions,  when  fome  fortunate  event  put 
him  in  pofleflion  of  Eafl;  Friefland  in  the  year  1 744. 

Embden,  the  capital  of  this  little  province,  was 
reckoned,  two  centuries  ago,  one  of  the  beft  ports 
in  Europe.  The  Englifh,  compelled  to  abandon  Ant- 
werp, had  made  it  the  centre  of  their  connexions 
with  the  continent.  The  Dutch  had  long  attempted, 
though  in  vain,  to  appropriate  it  to  themfelves,  till 
it  fo  ftrongly  excited  their  jealoufy,  that  they  even 
endeavoured  to  fill  up  the  port.  It  was  in  every  re- 
fpeft  fit  to  become  the  ftaple  of  a  great  trade.  The 
diftance  of  this  Uttle  country  from  the  bulk  of  the 
Pruffian  forces  might  be  attended  with  fome  incon- 
veniences ;  but  Frederick  expeded  that  the  terror  of 
his  name  would  keep  the  maritime  powers  in  awe. 
In  bis  perfuafion,  he  eftabliihed  an  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany at  Embden  in  1751. 

The  capital  of  this  new  fociety^  divided  into  two 
thoufand  ihares,  was  3,956,000  livres  [164,8331.  6s- 
8d.],  chiefly  fubfcribed  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
notwitbftanding  the  fevere  prohibitions  of  their  go- 
vernments. They  were  allured  by  the  unhmited 
freedom  they  were  to  enjoy,'  on  paying  three  per 
pent,  to  the  fovereign  upon  every  fale  they  fhould 
make.  The  event  did  not  anfwer  their  expedation ; 
fix  fliips,  fent  fucceflively  to  China,  brought  to  the 
owners  no  more  than  their  bare  capital,  and  a  profit 
of  half  per  cent,  for  each  year.-  Another  Company, 
formed  foon  after  in  the  fame  place  for  Bengal,  was 
ft  ill  more  unfuccefsful.  They  never  attempted  more^ 
than  two  expeditions  ;  and  the  only  return  they  had 
was  a  law-fuit,  which  probably  will  never  be  deter- 
minccj.     The  tranfadions  of  both  thefe  focieties  were 
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K  fufpended  upon  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  in 
1 756,  but  their  final  diflblution  was  not  fettled  till  1 763. 

This  has  been  the  only  check  the  king  of  Pruffia'« 
greatnefs  has  ever  received.  We  know  how  difficult  it 
is  to  judge  of  the  merit  of  cotemporaries;  becaufe  they 
are  not  at  a  fufficient  diftance.  Princes  are  of  all 
men  thofe  we  can  lead  hope  to  be  acquainted  with. 
Fame  feldom  fpeaks  of  them  without  prejudice.  We 
commonly  judge  of  them  upon  the  reports  of  fervile 
flattery,  or  unjuft  envy.  The  clamours  of  the  vari- 
ous interefts  and  opinions,  that  are  in  perpetual  agita- 
tion around  them,  confound  or  fufpend  the  judgment 
of  the  wifeft  men. 

Yet,  if  we  might  be  allowed  to  pronounce  from  a 
multitude  of  fads  conneded  together,  we  Ihould  fay 
of  Frederick,  that  he  had-been  able  to  extricate  him- 
felf  from  the  fchemes  of  all  Europe  combined  againft 
jiim  ;  that  to  the  greatnefs  and  boldnefs  of  his  enter- 
prifes,  he  joined  the  moft  impenetrable  fecrecy  in  the 
execution  of  them  ;  that  he  introduced  a  total  change 
in  the  art  of  war,  which,  before  his  time,  was  thought 
to  have  attained  its  higheft  degree  of  perfedion ;  that 
he  fhowed  a  fortitude  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  hi- 
ftory  ;  that  he  turned  his  very  miftakes  to  better  ad- 
vantage than  others  do  their  fuccefs  ;  that  all  man- 
kind were  either  loft  in  filent  admiration  of  his  adions, 
or  could  not  fufficiently  extol  them ;  and  that  he  re- 
fleded  as  much  luftre  upon  his  nation,  as  other  na- 
tions refled  upon  their  fovereign. 

This  prince  always  prefents  a  formidable  afped. 
The  opinion  he  has  given  of  liis  abilities  ;  the  indeli- 
ble remembrance  of  his  adions  ;  an  annual  revenue 
of  feventy  millions  [2,916,6661.  13s.  4d.]  ;  a  treafure 
of  more  than  two  hundred  [8,333,3331.  6s.  8d.]  ;  an 
army  of  a  hundred  and  fourfcore  thoufand  men  :  all 
thefe  circumftanccs  muft  fecure  his  tranquillity.  Un- 
fortunately it  is  not  fo  beneficial  to  his  fubjeds  as  it 
was  formerly.  He  ftill  leaves  the  management  of  the 
coin  to  the  Jews,  who  have  introduced  the  greateft 
confufion.    He  has  done  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the 
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richeft  merchants  in  his  dominions,  who  have  been  book 
ruined  by  his  fchemes.  He  has  taken  the  mod  con-  ^'  . 
fiderable  manufaftures  into  his  own  hands.  His  do- 
minions are  full  of  monopolies,  which  are  the  bane  of 
all  induftry.  His  people,  who  idolized  him,  have  been 
given  up  to  a  fet  of  foreign  plunderers.  This  con- 
dudl  hath  occafioned  fuch  diftruft,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  all  en- 
deavours to  reftore  the  Embden  Company  will  prove 
ineSeduaL 

O  Frederick'!  thou  didft  receive  from  nature  a  bold 
and  lively  imagination,  an  unbounded  defire  of  know- 
ledge, a  propenfity  to  an  adive  life,  and  a  ftrength  of 
conftitution  to  fupport  the  fatigues  of  it.  Thine  ear- 
lier years  were  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  government, 
policy,  and  legiflation.  At  the  view  of  thy  firft  ex- 
ploits, mankind,  groaning  under  general  oppreffion 
and  flavery,  feemed  to  find  fome  comfort  in  their 
misfortunes,  from  the*  expedation  that  thou  wouldft 
be  their  avenger.  They  foretold  thy  fuccefles,  and 
implored  a  previous  bleffing  upon  them  ;  and  Eu- 
rope diftinguilhed  thee  by  the  title  of  King  and  Phi- 
lofopher. 

When  thou  didft  firft  appear  in  the  field,  all  nations 
A^ere  aftoniihed  at  the  rapidity  of  thy  marches,  at  the. 
Ikill  difplayed  in  thy  encampments,  and  at  the  ex- 
cellent difpofition  thou  didft  make  of  thine  army  in . 
battle.  The  ftrift  difcipline  in  which  thy  troops  were 
trained  excited  univerfal  admiration,  and  infured  them 
vidory  :  all  extolled  that  mechanical  fubordination 
which  of  feveral  armies  makes  but  one  body,  .whofe 
motions,  being  all  governed  by  one  fingle  impulfe, 
exert  their  power  at  once  towards  the  fame  objed. 
Philofophers  themfelves,  prejudiced  by  the  hopes 
thou  hadft  raifed  in  them,  and  proud  to  fee  a  friend 
of  the  arts  and  of  mankind  invefted  with  regal  dig- 
nity, rejoiced  perhaps  at  thy  vidories,  though  obtain- 
ed at  the  expence  of  fo  much  blood  ;  and  they  con- 
fidered  thee  as  a  model  for  military  kings. 

But  there  is  ftill  a  more  glorious  title  ^  that  of  a 
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K  patriot  king.  This  is  a  title  never  given  to  thof'd 
princes,  who,  making  no  diftinclion  between  truth 
and  error,  juftice  and  partiality,  good  and  evil,  con- 
fider  the  principles  of  morality  merely  as  metaphyfi- 
cal  fpeculations,  and  imagine  that  human  reafon  is 
fwayed  entirely  by  intereft.  If  the  loVe  of  glory 
were  extinft  in  thy  breaft ;  if  the  powers  of  thy  foul, 
exhaufted  by  thy  grqat  exploits,  had  loft  their  force 
and  energy ;  if  the  childifti  paflions  of  old  age  had 
reduced  thee  to  a  level  with  the  generality  of  kings  j 
what  would  then  become  of  thy  glory  ?  What  would 
become  of  thofe  praifes  which  fame,  and  the  immor- 
tal teftimony  of  literature  and  the  arts,  have  beftowed 
upon  thee  ?  But  let  us  hope  that  thy  reign  and  thy 
life  will  not  appear  problematical  in  hiftory.  Let 
thine  heart  again  be  opened  to  thofe  noble  and  vir- 
tuous fentiments  that  were  the  delight  of  thy  younger 
days.  Let  the  latter  years  of  thy  life  be  employed 
in  promoting  the  felicity  of  thy  people.  Let  fucceed-* 
ing  generations  experience  the  efFedls  of  that  happi- 
nefs  tho\i  fhalt  beftow  upon  the  prefent.  The  power 
of  Pruflia  is  the  work  of  thy  genius  ;  it  has  been 
formed,  and  it  muft  be  fupported  by  thee.  It  mpft 
be  adapted  to  the  ftate,  the  glory  of  which  thou  haft 
raifed. 

Let  thofe  numberlefs  treafures  that  are  buried  in 
thy  coffers  be  again  brought  into  circulation,  and  give 
new  life  to  the  ftate  :  let  thy  private  pofleffions,  which 
a  fudden  change  of  fortune  may  deprive  thee  of,  be 
hereafter  only  fupported  upon  the  bafis  of  the  na- 
tional riches,  which  never  can  fail :  let  thy  fubjefts, 
bending  under  the  intolerable  yoke  of  a  fevere  and 
arbitrary  government,  find  in  thee  the  afFeftions  of  a 
parent,  inftead  of  the  vexations  of  an  oppreflbr :  let 
exorbitant  taxes  upon  individuals,  and  upon  articles 
of  confumption,  no  longer  obftrud  the  advancement 
of  agriculture  and  induftry :  let  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  recovered  from  a  ftate  of  flavery,  and  thofe 
of  the  towns,  becoming  perfedly  free,  pafs  their  hves 
agreeably  to  their  inclinations  and  refpedtive  powers. 
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Thus  (halt  thou  give  ftability  to  the  empire  which  book 
thy  brilliant  talents  have  extended,  and  rendered ,     ^ 
illuftrious;   thus  Ihall  thy  name  be  inferted  in  the 
refpedable,  but  fmall,  lift  of  patriot  kings. 

Let  thy  virtues  carry  thee  ftill  further,  and  induce 
thee  to  procure  the  bleffing  of  tranquillity  to  the 
earth.  Let  the  influence  of  thy  mediation,  and  the 
power  of  thine  arms,  compel  all  turbulent  and  reftlefs 
nations  to  accept  of  peace.  The  univerfe  is  the 
country  of  a  great  man ;  it  is  the  ftage  fuited  to  the 
difplay  of  thy  abilities  : .  mayeft  thou  become  the  be- 
nefador  of  all  mankind  I 

Such  was  the  difcourfel  addrefled  to  thee  in  the 
midft  of  that  tranquillity  in  which  thou  didft  flatter 
thyfelf  that  thou  fhouldft  end  thine  honourable  ca- 
reer :  like  the  Eternal  Being,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
to  fay  fo,  to  whom  fongs  of  praife  are  addreflfed  from 
all  regions  of  the  earth,  when  a  great  event  made 
thee  refume  thy  thunder.  A  power,  which  never 
confulted  any  thing  but  its  own  aggrandizement  in 
its  motives  for  making  peace  or  war ;  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  qonftitution  of  the  Germanic  body,  or  to 
the  treaties  that  guarantee  it ;  without  refped  to  the 
rights  of  nations  and  of  families ;  and  in  contempt  of 
the  cuftomary  and  general  laws  of  inheritance ;  this 
power,  I  fay,  formed  pretenfions,  aflembled  troops, 
appropriated  to  itfelf,  in  imagination,  the  fpoils  of 
princes  too  feeble  to  refift,  and  threatened  the  liber- 
ties of  the  en\pire.  Thou  haft  prevented  thefe  evils. 
The  old  lion  hath  Ihaken  his  mane  ;  he  hath  iflTued 
roaring  from  the  place  of  his  retreat,  and  his  young 
rival  has  ftiuddered.  Till  this  inftant,  Frederick  had 
fliown  himfelf  powerful.  The  opportunity  has  offer- 
ed of  fhowing  himfelf  juft,  and  he  hath  feized  it. 
Europe  has  refounded  with  prayers  for  the  fuccefs  of 
his  exertions ;  for  he  was  then  neither  an  ambitious 
conqueror,  nor  a  rapacious  merchant,  nor  a  political 
ufurper.  He  had  been  admired ;  he  now  Ihall  be 
blefled.     I  had  written  at  the  foot  of  his  ftatue  :  the 

MOST  FORMIDABLE  POWERS    OF    EUROPE  WERE  COMBINED 
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b'o  O  K  AGAINST  HIM  J   AND  THEY  DISAPPEARED  BEFORE  HIM.      I 

,    ^'       Ihall  now  engrave  an  infcription  lefs  pompous,  but 
'       more  inftrudive  and  more  noble,   nations,  he  broke 

THE  chains  that  WERE  PREPARING  FOR    YOU.      PRINCES 

OF  THE  GERMAN  EMPIRE,  HE  WILL  NOT  ALWAYS  EXIST 

LOOK  TO  YOURSELVES. 

settkmcnt      ^^  greatnefs,  no  profperity  can  exift  in  a  mo- 
ofthcSpa.  narchy  without  the  influence  of  the  fovereign;  but  it 
Sw^KiiS    ^^^^  ^^^  folely  depend  upon  the  monarch  to  do  every 
pmet.De.  thing  that  is  calculated  to  procure  the  happinefs  of 
icriptionof  jjjg  people.     He  fometimes  meets  with  powerful  ob- 
iianda.      ftacles  in  the  prejudices,  the  charadter,  and  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  his  fubjedls.      Thefe  indeed  may  un- 
doubtedly be  corredled  ;  but  this  is  a  revolution  we 
often  expedl  for  a  long  time,  and  which  has  not  yet 
taken  place  in  the  Philippines. 

The  Philippines,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Manillas,  form  an  immenfe  Archipelago  to  the 
Eafl:  of  Afia.  They  extend  from  the  fixth  to  the 
twenty-fifth .  degree  north,  and  have  an  unequal 
breadth,  fpread  from  forty  to  two  hundred  leagues. 
Among  the  number  of  them,  which  is  prodigious, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  are  diflinguiflied  more  confider-r 
able  than  the  reft. 

Thefe  iflands  prefent  to  the  obferving  eye,  a  terri- 
ble and  majeftic  profpedl.  They  are  covered  with 
bazaltes,  with  lava,  with  fcoriae,  with  black  glafs, 
with  melted  iron,  with  gray  and  friable  ftones  filled 
with  the  wrecks  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
doms, with  fulphur  kept  in  a  ftate  of  fufion  by  the 
continual  aftion  of  fubterraneous  fires,  and  with 
burning  waters  which  communicate  with  hidden 
flames.  All  thefe  great  accidents  of  nature  are  the 
eflfedt  of  extingiiiftied  volcanos,  of  fome  that  are  flill 
burning,  and  of  others  that  are  forming  in  thefe  deep 
cavities,  where  combuftible  materials  are  always  in 
agitation.  We  may  conje<Jlure  without  prefumption, 
that  thele  countries,  which  may  be  reckoned  among 
the  moft  ancient  of  the  globe,  are  approaching  nearer 
to  their  deftrudion  than  any  others. 
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The  aflics,  with  whicljL  thefe  immenfe  furnaces  book 
corer  the  furface  of  a  deep  foil  for  ages  paft  ;  the  ^y 
ftirring  up  of  the  ground  inceflantly  renewed  by  ''  . 
earthquakes ;  the  heats  that  are  common  to  all  the 
countries  fituated  under  the  torrid  tone;  the  moifture, 
which  is  habitually  kept  up  in  thefe  regions  by  the 
proximity  of  the  ocean,  by  the  height  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  by  forefts  as  old  as  the  world :  fuch  are 
probably  the  caufes  of  the  almoft  incredible  fertiUty 
of  the  Philippines.  Moft  of  the  birds,  quadrupeds, 
plants,  fruits,  and  trees  that  are  found  in  the  reft  of 
Afia,  are  alfo  feen  in  this  Archipelago,  and  almoft 
every  thing  here  is  of  a  better  quality.  Some  vege- 
tables even  are  difcovered  here,  which  do  not  appear 
any  where  elfe.  If  an  intelligent  naturalift  were  to 
go  over  thefe  iilands  with  the  freedom  and  the  affift* 
toce  neceffary,  he  would-  certainly  enrich  the  fci- 
ences  with  a  variety  of  curious,  ufeful,  and  intereft- 
ing  knowledge. 

Unfortunately,  the  climate  of  the  Philippines  is 
not  fo  agreeable  as  the  fiiil  is  fertile.  Although  the 
fea  and  land  breezes  may  keep  up,  during  fix  months, 
a  greater  degree  of  temperature  than  might  be  ex- 
pelled from  their  fituation,  yet  throughout  the  reft 
of  the  year,  the  ft:y  is  all  on  fire  with  lightning,  and 
the  fields  are  deluged  with  continual  fains.  Never- 
tbelefs,  the  air  is  not  unwholefbme;  The  conftitu- 
tion  indeed  of  foreigners  is  rather  weakenckl  by  a  fu- 
perabundant  perfpiration  :  but  the  natives  of  the 
country  live  to  an  advanced  age,  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  any  infirmities  except  fuch  as  tnan  is  Uable 
to  every  where  elfe.  .  , 

The  centre  of  thefe  mountainous  iflands  i3  occu- 
pied by  favages,  who  feem  to  be  the  oldeft  inhabit 
tants.  Whatever  may  be  their  origin^  they  are  nc- 
groes*,  and  have  moft  of  them  woolly  hair.  They  are 
not  tall,  but  are  llrdng  and  iiervous;  Sometimes  a 
whole  family  forms  itfelf  into  a  little  community  ; 
but  moft  frequently  each  individual  hves  with  his  fe- 
male companion  alone.  They  never  quit  their  bow^ 
Pol  IL  P 
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BOOK  and  arrows.  Accuftomed  to  the  filence  of  the  foreffs, 
.  y*  .  they  feera  alarmed  at  the  leaft  noife.  Their  life  is 
entirely  the  lame  as  that  of  beads.  The  fruits  and 
roots  they  find  in  the  woods  are  their  only  food ;  and, 
when  they  have  exhaulled  one  fpot,  they  go  and  in- 
habit another.  All  endeavours  to  reduce  them  to 
fubjeftion  have  proved  ineffedual,  becaufe  nothing 
.  is  more  difficult  than  to  fubdue  a  nation  wandering 
among  places  that  are  inacceffible. 

The  plains  from  which  they   have  been   driven, 
have  bcen^  fucceffively  inhabited  by   colonies  from 
Malacca,  Siam,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  Macaflar,  the  Mo- 
luccas, and  Arabia.     The  manners^  idiom,  religion, 
and  government  of  thcfe  ftrangers,  evidently  dillin- 
guilh  their  feveral  origins. 
The  Spa-       Magellan  was  the  firft  European  who  dHcovered 
PoJj!!g'ii°cl  ^^^^^  iflands.     Upon  fome  difcontent,  he.  left  Portu- 
difputc  the  ga),  his  native  country,  and  entered  into  the  fervice 
Sf fhfphi-  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and   paffing    the  ftraits 
Uppkics.     that  now  bear  his  name,  he  arrived  at  the  Manillas 
in  1 52 1  ;  from  whence,  after  his   death,  his  lieute- 
nants repaired  to  the   Moluccas,  difcovered  ten  or 
eleven  years  before  by  the  Portuguefe.    This  voyage 
would  probably  have  been  attended  with  remarkable 
confequences,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  the 
combination  we  are  going  to  mention. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  while  the  Portuguefe 
were  beginning  to  make  voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  endeavouring  to  monopolize  the  trade  of  fpices, 
and  pf  manufadures  which  had  been  in  conftant  re- 
queii  among  civilized  nations  ;  the  Spaniards,  by  the 
difcovery  of  America,  were  fecuring  greater  treafures 
than  imagination  could  form  any  conception  of. 
ThDugh  both  nations  were  purfaing  their  refpedive 
views  of  aggrandizement  in  far  diftant  regions,  they 
might  probably  interfere  with  each  other  j  and  their 
mutual  antipathy  would  have  made  fuch  an  event 
dangerous.  To  prevent  this,  the  Pope  fixed  their 
refpedive  claims  in  1493,  in  confequence  of  that  uni- 
verfal  and  ridiculous  power  which  the  Roman  pontiffs 
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had  aflumed  for  feveral  centuries,  and  which  the  idd-B  o  o  k 
latrous  ignorance  of  the  two  nations,  equally  fuper-  .  ^'  ^ 
ftitious,  ftill  kept  up,  that  they  might  plead  the  ex-  ' 
cufe  of  religion  for  their  avarice.  He  gave  to  ^Spain 
all  the  countries  that  ihould  be  difcovered  to  the  weft 
of  a  meridian  taken  a  hundred  leagues  from  the  Azo- 
res, and  to  Portugal  whatever  land  they  might  con- 
quer to  the  eaft  of  that  meridian.  The  year  follow- 
ing, the  powers  concerned  agreed  ^mong  themfelves^ 
at  TordefiUas,  to  remove  the  line  of  feparation  to  th^ 
diftance  of  three  hundred  and  feventy  leagues  from 
the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands.  This;  in  the  eyes  of  the 
moft  intelligent  people,  was  a  fuperfluous  precaution. 
But,  at  that  period,  men  were  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  theory  of  the  earth,  to  know, 
that,  as  the  navigators  of  one  crown  advanced  to  the 
weft,  and  thofp  of  the  other  to  the  eaft^  they  muft, 
fooner  or  later,  meet  in  the  fame  point.  Magellan's 
expedition  evinced  this  truth. 

The  court  of  LiftK)n  did  not  conceal  the  uneafi- 
nefs  they  felt  at  this  event.  They  were  determined 
to  run  any  riik,  rather  than  fufFer  a  rival,  already  too 
much  favoured  by  fortune,  to  come  and  difpuie  with 
them  the  empire  of  the  Afiatic  feas.  However,  be- 
fore they  ventured  to  contend  with  the  only  power 
whofe  naval  ftrength  was  then  formidable,  they 
thought  it  advifable  to  try  the  method  of  negotia- 
tion ;  and  fucceeded  better  in  it  than  they  expected. 
Charles  V.  who  was  frequently  in  want  of  money  to 
carry  on  his  too  immenfe  and  too  frequent  undertak- 
ings,, gave  up  irrevocably,  in  1529,  for  the  fum  of 
350,000  ducats,  or  2,598,750  livres  [io8,l8il.  15s.],  . 
all  the  pretenfions  he  might  have  upon  the  countries 
recognized  under  his  name  in  the  Indian  ocean  :  he 
even  extended  the  Portuguefe  line  of  feparation  to 
the  Ladrone  iflands.  This  is  at  leaft  the  account 
given  by  the  Portuguefe  hiftorians ;  for  the  Caftilian 
writers  fay,  that  ther  monarch  referved  to  himfelf  - 
the  power  of  renewing  the  difcuffion  of  his  rights, 
and  of  refuming  them  if  the  decifion  fliould  be  in  his 
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BOOK  favour :  but  only  after  he  had  refunded  the  money 
.     y*    .  he  had  received. 

The  treaty  of  Saragoffa  met  with  the  fame  fate  as 

other  political  conventions. 

The  Spa-        In  1 564,  Philip  II.  refumed  the  projeA  of  conquer- 

niardsforra  j^g  the  Manillas.    Spain  was  then  too  much  weaken- 

at"hc"phi!  ed  by  her  conquefts  in  America,  to  think  of  found- 

%pinct.     ii^g^  by  force,  a  new  empire  at  the  extremity  of  the 

that  hare    Eaft  ludics.     The  mild  methods  of  perfuafion  were 

5iTf°^  for  the  firft  time  adopted  in  her  plan  of  aggrandize- 

of  tkeu.  *  ment.      She  charged  fcveral  nuflionaries  with  the 

office  of  acquiring  new  fubje&s  for  her,  and  they  did 

not  entirely  fruftrate  her  expedations. 

The  men  upon  the  coafts,  who  were  formerly  ido- 
lators  or  Mohammedans,  and  who  were  made  fubjed 
to  Spain  by  the  Chriftian  religion,  were  not  entirely 
favages,  as  thofe  of  the  inland  parts.  They  had 
chiefs,  laws,  houfes,  and  fome  iniperfedt  arts.  Seve* 
ral  of  them  had  fome  knowledge  of  agriculture.  The 
property  of  the  fields  they  had  fown  was  confirmed 
to  them;  and  the  happincfs  they  enjoyed  made 
others  defirous  of  acquiring  pofleffions.  The  monks, 
commiflioned  to  diftributc  them,  referved  for  them- 
felves  the  moft  extenfive,  beft  fituated,  and  mod  fcr. 
tile  portions  of  this  immenfe  territory  ;  and  the  go- 
vernment made  a  formal,  ceffion  of  thefe  lands  to 
them. 

Great  things  were  expected  from  thefe  arrange- 
ments, imperfedk  even  as  they  were.  Many  caufea 
have  combined  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  them. 

In  the  firft  place,  moft  of  the  miffionaries,  brought 
np  in  the  ignorance  and  indolence  of  a  cloiftered  life, 
have  not  fpnrred  on  the  Indians  under  their  diredion 
to  labour  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  It 
may  even  be  faid,  that  they  have  diverted  thera  from  it 
by  employing  them  inceffantly  in  religious  ceremo- 
nies,  meetings,  and  folemnities.  A  fyftem,  as  re- 
pugnant to  every  kind  of  rational  worfliip,  as  to 
found  policy,  has  left  the  lands  diftributed  to  the 
fubjeded  people  in  a  ftate  of  annihilation.    Even  the 
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lands  of  their  blind  guides  have  been  little  or  ill  cul-  b 
tivated ;  and  this,  perhaps,  becaufe  the  government 
diftributes  525,000  livres  [21,8751.]  anniisdly  to  thefe 
jnonks* 

The  condu6l  of  the  Spaniards  has  always  encou- 
raged this  fatal  inadivity.  The  propenfity  to  idlenefs 
which  thefe  proud  men  had  brought  with  them  from 
their  country,  was  ftill  more  confirmed  by  the  per- 
miffion  which  the  court  granted  them,  of  fending 
every  year  to  America  a  ftiip  laden  with  the  produc- 
tions and  raanufaftures  of  Afia.  The  treafures  which 
were  brought  back  by  this  immenfe  veflel,  made  them 
confider  the  moft  creditable  and  leaft  laborious  occu- 
pations as  difgraceful  and  infupportable.  Their  indo- 
lence fuggefted  no  other  refourcc  to  keep  up  a  volup- 
tuous life.  Accordingly,  when  the  misfortunes  of 
war  fufpended  for  a  year  or  two  the  fitting  out  of 
this  galleon,  moft  of  thefe  conqiietors  were  plunged 
in  the  moft  dreadful  mifery.  They  became  beggars, 
thieves,  or  aflaflins.  The  troops  were  participators 
in  thefe  enormities,  and  the  tribunals  of  juftice  were 
ineffedual  againft  lb  many  crimes. 

Tht  Chinefe  naturally  prefented  themfelves  to  give 
to  the  arts,  and  to  agriculture,  that  adivity  which 
the  lazinefs  and  the  pride  of  the  Spaniards  denied 
them.  The  navigators  of  this  celebrated  nation  fre- 
quented from  time  immemorial  the  Manillas,  to  ob- 
tain the  produftions  natural  to  thefe  iflands.  They 
continued  to  refort  to  them  after  they  had  fubmitted 
to  a  foreign  yoke.  Their  numbers  increafed  ftill  more, 
when  the  riches  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  which  circulated 
there,  gave  room  for  more  extenfive  fpeculations.  A 
great  number  of  artifts;  and  a  ftill  greater  number 
of  cultivators,  who  were  too  numerous  in  this  flourifti- 
ing  empire,  were  foon1>rought  there  by  their  ftiips, 
Thefe  laborious,  economical,  and  intelligent  men, 
offered  to  clear  the  lands,  to  eftablifli  manufac- 
tures,  and  to  fet  on  foot  every  fpecics  of  induftry, 
upon  condition  that  the  property  of  fome  parts  of  an 
immenfe  territory,  which  luad  no  owner,  ihould  be 

Piij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


t30  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  given  to  them,  and  that  the  tributes  exaded  from 
^'     them  fhould  be  moderate.     This  was  an  infallible 
'       method  of  eftablifhing,  at  the  extremity  of  Afia,  a 
flourifhing  colony,  without  lofs  of  men,  and  without 
any  pecuniary  fAcrifice.  Unfortunately  for  the  Philip- 
pines, the  Spaniards  have  not  been  fufficiently  fenfi- 
ble  of  this  truth ;  neverthelefs,  the  little  good  that 
has  been  done  in  thefe  iflands  has  been  the  work  of 
thefe  Chinefe. 
n7u^i  the      Spain  has  fubmitted  to  its  dominion  in  this  Archi- 
Fhiiip.      pelago  foifte  parts  of  nine  large  iflands.     That  of  Lu- 
^"^^       conia,  which  is  the  moll  confiderable,  is  five-and- 
twenty   leagues  in  length,    and  thirty  or  forty  in 
breadth.     The  Spaniards  land  there  at  a  great  circu- 
lar bay,  formed  by  two  capes,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues  from  each  other.  In  this  fliort  fpace,  we  meet 
with  the  fmall  ifland  of  Marivelles,  which  leaves  two 
paflages  open ;  the  eaftem  one  is  the  narroweft  and 
the  fafeft. 

To  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  bay  Hands  the  harbour  of 
Cavite,  which  is  in  form  of  a  horfe-flioe,  and  is  de-, 
fended  by  a  fmall  fort,  and  a  garrifon  of  three  hun- 
dred men.  Twelve  ihips  may  ride  here  in  fafety 
upon  a  flimy  bottom.  Here  it  is  that  the  vefTels  ne-r 
ceflary  for  the  f<;rvice  of  the  colony  are  conftruded. 

In  the  fame  bay,  at  three  leagues  diftance  from  Ca-r 
vite,  near  the  mouth  of  a  navigable  river,  rifes  the 
famous  city  of  Manilla,  L'Egafe,  who.  took  it  from 
the  Indians  in  1571,  judged  it  a  proper  place  to  be- 
pome  the  centre  of  the  ftate  that  was  to  be  founded, 
and  fixed  the  feat  of  government  and  commerce 
there.  Gomes  Peres  de  las  Marignas  enclofed  it  with 
walls  in  1590,  and  built  the  citadel  of  St.  James. 
The  city  has  been  fince  enlarged  and  embellifhed. 
The  river,  which  traverfes  it,  defceBds  from  a  lake 
that  is  twenty  leagues  in  circumference.  It  is  formed 
by  forty  rivulets,  upon  each  of  which  is  fettled  a  colony 
pf  Indian  cultivators.  It  is  from  hence  that  the  capital 
pf  the  empire  received  its  fubliilence.   Unfortunj^tely 
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it  is  fituated  between  two  volcanos  which  comimini-  book 
cate  with  one  another,  and  the  cavities  of  whichj  always       v. 
in  fermentation,  feem  to  pave  the  way  for  its  ruin.     '     v    "' 

According  to  the  calculation  of  1 752,  throughout 
the  whole  Archipelago,  there  are  no  more  than  one 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Indians  who 
have  fubmitted  to  the  Spanifti  yoke*  Moft  of  them 
are  Chriftians ;  and  fronl  the  age  of  fixteen  to  fifty, 
they  all  pay  a  poll-tax  of  four  reals,  or  two  livres 
fourteen  fols  [as.  3d.].  They  have  been  diftributed 
in  twenty-two  provinces,  of  which  the  ifland  of  Lu- 
conia  alone,  though  not  entirely  fubdued,  contains 
twelve.  / 

The  fettlement  is  fubjed  to  a  governor,  whofe  of- 
fice continues  eight  years,  biit  who  is  fubordinate  to 
the  viceroy  of  Mexico.  He  commands  the  army, 
difpofes  of  all  civil  and  miUtary  employments,  and 
may  grant  lands  to  the  foldiers,  and  even  eredl  them 
into  fiefs.  This  power,  though  only  balanced  by 
the  influence  of  the  clergy,  has  been  found  fo  dan- 
gerous, that  many  expedients  have  been  devifed  to 
check  its  exorbitancy.  The  moft  efFedual  of  thefe 
expedients,  is  that,  by  which  it  is  decreed,  that  the 
conduft  of  a  governor  Ihall  be  arraigned  even  after 
his  death  ;  and  that,  when  a  governor  lives  beyond 
the  time  of  the  expiration  of  his  office,  he  ihall  not 
quit  the  place  till  his  adminiftration  has  been  inquired 
into.  Every  individual  is  at  liberty  to  complain ;  and, 
if  he  has  fuffered  any  wrong,  he  is  to  be  indemnified 
at  the  coft  of  the  delinquent,  who  is  likewife  condemn- 
ed to  pay  a  fine  to  the  fovereign,  for  ha\'ing  brought 
an  odium  upon  him.  At  the  time  this  wife  inftitution 
was  made,  it  was  obferved  with  fuch  rigour,  that, 
-when  accufations  were  of  importance  againft  the  go- 
vernor, he  was  imprifoned.  Several  died  in  confine- 
ment ;  and  others  wqre  taken  out,  only  with  a  defign 
to  inflift  fevere  punifhments  upon  them.  By  degrees 
this  formidable  mode  of  proceeding  has  come  to  no- 
thing.    The  chief  of  the  colony  gives  his  fucceflbr 
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BOOK  cnoHgh  to  pay  for  his  poft;  he  Glaring  already  received 

.     y*    ,  the  fame  fum  fixwQ  his  prodeceiror. 

^''"*^'  This  cpUufion  has  brought  on  a  fettled  fyftcm  of 
opprelEon.  Arbitrary  taxes  have  been  levied;  (he 
public  revenue  has  been  leflened  in  paffing  through 
the  hands  that  were  appointed  to  colled  it ;  a  duty 
of  feven  per  cent,  which  has  been  laid  on  all  mer* 
chandife  on  its  coming  in,  has  made  trade  degenerate 
into  fmuggling ;  the  farmer  has  been  compelled  to 
lay  up  his  crops  in  the  magazines  of  the  government; 
and  fome  goveqiors  have  carried  their  tyranny  to 
fuch  atrocious  lengths,  as  to  determine  the  quantity 
of  corn  that  the  fields  were  to  produce,  and  to  oblige 
the  farmers  to  bring  it  in  ;  and  not  only  to  wait  for 
the  payment  as  long  a  time  as  their  oppreffiye  maftersi 
Ihould  think  proper,  but  alfo  to  receive  it  in  whatever 
manner  it  could  be  given  to  them.  For  thefe  two 
centuries  paft,  fome  upright  governors  have  attempted 
to  pvtt  an  end  to  thefe  enormities  ;  but  th^r  endea- 
vovurs  have  proved  ineSedual,  becaufe  the  abufes  were 
too  inveterate  to  yield  to  a  tranfient  and  fubordinate 
.  authority.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  fupreme  power  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  could  have  reftrained  this  fpirit 
of  univerfal  rapacioufnefs  ;  byt  this  power  has  never 
exerted  itfelf  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  This  ihameful  ne- 
gle<a  is  the  true  caufe  why  the  Philippine  iflands  have 
never  been  in  the  lealt  improved.  Their  name  would 
fcarcely  be  known,  were  it  not  for  their  connexions 
with  Mexico. 

Thofe  connedions,  which  have  fubfifted  ever  fincc 
the  firft  fettlement  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies,  confift  only  in  conveying  the  mercban* 
dife  of  India  to  America  by  the  South  Sea.  None 
of  the  articles  that  compofe  thefe  rich  cargoes  are  the 
produce  either  of  the  foil  or  pf  the  induftry  of  thofe 
iflands.  Their  cinnamon  is  brought  from  Batavia.  The 
(Chinefe  bring  them  filks ;  and  the  Englifh  or  the 
French  fupply  them  with  white  linens  and  printed 
callicocs  from  Bengal  and  Coromandel.    From  what- 
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ever  port  the  goods  have  been  brought,  they  muft  book 
come  in  before  the  departure  of  the  galeons.     If  they  .     ^_\ 
fhould  arrive  later,  they  could  not  be  difpofed  of,  or . 
niuft  be  fold  at  a  lofs  to  merchants,  who  are  obliged 
to  ihut  them  up  in  warehouies,  till  they  are  forgotten. 
The  payments  are  made  in  cochineal  and  Mexican 
piaftres,  and  pardy  in  cowries,  which  are  not  current 
in  Africa,  but  will  pais  every  where  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges. 

A  fetUement,  which  has  not  a  more  folid  founda-  Daogert  to 
tion,  may  perhaps  be  eafily  overthrown.     We  do  not  J^^^ 
therefore  hefitate  to  foretel,  that  the  Philippines  will  arc  cxpot 
one  day,  fooner  or  later,  be  taken  from  its  prefent  ^ 
pofleffors.     A  few  reflcdions  will  be  fufficient  to  give 
thefe  conjeftures  the  coqvidion  of  evidence. 

Some  enlightened  navigators  have  informed  us, 
that  the  Spanifh  pofleflions,  which  in  thefe  diftant 
regions  had  always  been  in  a  languid  ftate,  are  be- 
come perceptibly  more  fo  fince.  the  year  1768,  when 
the  Jefuits  were  baniflied  from  them.     Beiides  that 
the  immenfe  domains  of  thefe  miflionaries  are  entire- 
ly fallen  off  finom  the  fertility  to  which  they  had 
brought  them ;    the  lands  of  the  Indians  likewife 
whom  they  governed,  which  were  the  only  ones  to* 
Jerably  cultivated,  and  where  fome  ufeful  arts  were 
to  be  found,  have  funk  again  into  that  ilate  of  anni- 
hilation from  whence  they  had  been  raifed.     It  has 
even  happened  that  thefe  iflanders,  the  lead  indolent 
perfons  of  the  colony,  have  been  expofed  to  the  fame 
odium,  well  qr  ill  founded,  which  purfued  their  guides. 
A  greater  calamity  affeded  this  Archipelago  the 
next  year.     All  the  Chinefe,  without  exception,  were 
baniOied  from  it ;  and  this  profcription  occafioned  a 
breach,   which,    in  all  probability,    will  be  clofed. 
Thefe  people,  whofe  ruling  paffion  is  avarice,  came 
every  year  to  the  Philippines  with  five-and-twenty 
or  thirty  fmall  veflels,  and  gave  encouragement  tft    . 
fome  labours  to  which  they  alone  could  fix  a  price. 
Thefe  were  not  the  only  advantages.     A  number  of 
their  countrymen,  fettled  in  thefe  iflands,  give  an 
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BOOK  habitual  example  of  a  life  conftantly  fpent  in  employ. 
^-  ,  ment.  Several  of  them  even  vilited  the  Indian  colo- 
niesy  and,  by  making  them  timely  and  cautious  ad« 
vances,  infpired  them  with  the  defire,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  furniihed  them  with  the  means,  of 
improving  their  fituation.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
thefe  means  of  profperity  have  been  annihilated,  by 
the  impoffibility  which  the  Spaniards  perhaps  expe- 
rienced, of  retaining  a  people  fo  prone  to  infurrec- 
tions. 

Before  thefe  deftrudlive  events,  the  people  mani- 
fefted  a  determined  averfion  for  their  tyrants.  Op- 
preflion  had  often  made  them  break  through  the 
bounds  of  obedience  ;  and  without  the  intervention 
of  their  paftots,  the  unavailing  eflforts  of  degenerate 
troops  would  never  have  brought  them  ^  again  into 
fubjedion.  Since  the  expulfion  of  thefe  miflionaries, 
who  had  moft  influence  over  them,  has  deprived  the 
Spanifh  government  of  its  greateft  ftrength,  the  In- 
dians, who  are  lefs  reftrained,  muft  be  defirous  of  re- 
covering their  independence,  and  may  have,  perhaps, 
fufficient  energy  to  re-aflume  their  primitive  rights. 

To  thefe  dangers,  which  may  be  called  domeftic, 
foreign  perils  are  added,  which  are  ftill  more  alarm- 
ing. Some  favages,  iflTuing  from  the  Malay  iflands, 
make  habitual  incurfions  on  the  coaft  of  the  Philip- 
pines, carrying  deflrudlion  along  with  them,  and  tak- 
ing off  thoufands  of  the  Chriftians,  whom  they  re- 
duce to  flavery.  This  piracy  is  feldom  puniftied ; 
becaufe  the  Spaniards,  divided  into  four  fadions, 
known  by  the  name  of  Caftilians,  Galicianj,  Moun- 
taineers, and  Bifcayans,  are  entirely  taken  up  with 
the  hatred  that  torments  them,  and  behold,  with  an 
indifferent  eye,  whatever  is  foreign  to  their  difputes. 
The  Malays  have  always  been  more  and  more  em- 
boldened by  thefe  divifions.  Already  have  they  dri- 
ven the  common  enemy  from  feveral  iflands.  They 
are  every  day  encroaching  upon  them,  and  will  foon 
become  matters  of  the  poffeflion,  unlefs  they  be  pre- 
Vipnjed  by  fome  European  nation,  more  powerful  or 
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more  aftive  than  the  one  they  now  have  to  contend  book 

with.  .  y*  y 

1$  1762,  the  Englifli  got  poflelfion  of  the  Philip* 
pines  with  more  facility  than  they  had  expedei 
Although  they  were  deprived  of  them  by  treaty, 
they  may  perhaps  be  ftill  ambitious  of  feizing  upon 
them  again,  when  an  opportunity  fhall  offer.  Other 
nations  may  equally  afpire  to  this  conqueft,  in  or- 
der to  make  it  the  centre  of  their  empire  in  the  feas 
and  upon  the  continent  of  India.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
bable that  the  Spaniards  will  be  driven  from  the  Phi* 
lippines. 

Some  politicians  think  that  this  would  not  be  an 
evil ;  an  opinion  that  has  long  been  entertained.  The 
^Philippines  had  but  juft  opened  a  communication  with 
America,  when  the  Spaniards  thouglit  of  giving  them 
up,  as  being  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the  mother- 
country.  Philip  II.  and  his  fuccpflbrs  conftantly  re- 
jeded  that  propofal,  which  was  often  renewed.  The 
city  of  Seville  in  1731,  and  that  of  Cadiz  in  1733, 
entertained  more  rational  notions.  Both  thefe  cities 
imagined,  and  it  is  rather  furprifing  that  the  idea  did 
not  occur  fooner,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  Spaniards  to  have  a  dired  concern  with  the  trade 
of  Ana,  and  that  the  pofleflions  they  had  in  thofe 
parts  Ihould  be  mgde  the  centre  of  their  traffic.  In 
vain  was  it  urged,  that  as  India  affords  filks  and  cot- 
tons fuperior  to  thofe  of  Europe,  both  in  workmanfhip 
and  colouring,  and  at  a  much  cheaper  price,  the  na- 
tional manu&dures  could  not  fupport  the  competi- 
tion, but  would  infallibly  be  ruined.  This  objedion 
might  have  its  weight  with  regard  to  fome  nations ;  . 
but  appeared  altogether  frivolous,  confidering  the  fi- 
tuation  of  Spain. 

The  Spaniards,  indeed,  ufe  none  but  foreign  fluffs  A^^anau, 
and  linen,  either  for  wearing  apparel  or  furniture,  ^^^bc 
Thofe  continual  demands  muff  neceffarily  increafe^^cofti^ 
the  induftry,  the  wealth,  the  population,  and  ftrength  piomT 
of  their  neighbours,  who  avail  themfelves  of  thefe 
advantages  to  keep  that  nation  \vhich  fupplies  then^ 
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B  o  o  Kin  a  ftate  of  dependence.  They  would  certainly  aft 
^  y*  .  with  more  wifdom  and  dignity,  were  they  to  ufe  the 
Indian  mannfedures.  They  would  be  preferi^le, 
both  in  point  of  economy  and  elegance,  and  /would 
leflen  that  competition  which  mufl,  in  the  end,  prove 
fatal  to  Spain. 

The  inconveniences  which  ufually  attend  new  un- 
dertakings are  here  previoufly  obviated.  The  iflands 
which  Spain  pofleffes  lie  between  Japan,  China,  Co- 
chinchina,  Siam,  Borneo,  Celebes,  and  the  Moluc- 
cas, and  are  favourably  fituated  for  forming  connec- 
tions with  thofe  feveral  kingdoms.  Their  diftance 
from  Malabar,  Coromandel,  and  Bengal,  would  not 
prevent  them  from  protefting  effedually  any  fado- 
ries  it  might  be  thought  advantageous  to  eftabliih  on 
thefe  induftrious  coafts^  They  would,  moreover,  be 
defended  by  immenfe  feas  from  the  ravages  which  fo 
often  afTeft  the  continent,  and  would  be  eafily  pre- 
ferved  from  the  temptation  of  interfering  in  the  con* 
tefts  which  prevail  there.  . 

This  diftance,  however,  would  not  prevent  the  Ar- 
chipelago from  being  fure  of  fubfiftence.  No  coun- 
try in  Afia  abounds  more  in  fruits,  fago,  cocoa  trees, 
and  efculent  plants  of  all  kinds.  Rice,  which  in  the 
greater  part  of  India  muft  be  watered  by  dint  of  la- 
bour twice  a  day,  till  its  grain  is  well  formed,  is  more 
eafily  cultivated  in  the  Philippines.  When  it  is  fown 
on  the  borders  of  rivers,  or  in  plains  which  may  be 
covered  with  water  at  pleafure,  it  yields  two  plenti- 
-  ful  crops  in  a  j^ear,  without  requiring  any  attention, 
till  the  time  of  gathering  it. 

All  the  grains  of  Europe  thrive  in  thefe  iflands. 
They  would  furnifli  a  fufficiency  of  them  for  jche  fail- 
ors,  however  numerous  they  might  be,  if  the  negli- 
gence  and  tyranny  of  the  government  bad  not  con- 
demned moft  of  the  lands  to  a  fliameful  fterility. 

The  number  of  cattle  on  thefe  iflands  is  a  matter 
pf  aftonifliment  to  all  voyagers.  Every  religious  com- 
munity has  ^meadows  from  five-and-twenty  to  thirty 
leagues  in  extent,  covered  with  forty  or  fifty  thou- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  ^37  - 

fand  oxen.  Although  they  are  not  watched,  they  book 
feldom  get  beyond  the  rivers  and  mountains  which  .  ^' 
are  the  boundaries  of  thefe  pofleflions.  Thofe  which 
happen  to  go  aftray,  are  cfafily  known  again,  by  the 
mark  of  the  different  orders,  which  is  impreffed  on 
them  with  a  hot  iron,  and  they  are  always  faithfully 
reflored  to  their  proper  owners.  Since  the  invafion 
of  the  £ngliih,  and  the  ravages  that  were  the  con- 
fequence  of  it,  the  number  of  horned  cattle  is  leffen-* 
ed ;  but  it  is  ftill  very  confiderable. 

Before  the  year  1744,  none  of  our  vegetables  grew 
on  the  fertile  foil  of  the  PhiUppines.  At  this  period, 
Mah^  de  Villebague  carried  fome  feeds  there.  All 
thefe  ufeful  plants  had  fucceeded,  when  eight  months 
after,  the  cultivator,  who  was  called  away  elfewhere 
by  his  commercial  concerns,  left  his  garden  to  ano- 
ther Frenchman  fettled  in  thefe  iflands.  The  Spa* 
niards,  who  had  not  without  jealoufy  feen  a  foreigner 
Ihow  them  what  they^ought  to  have  done  two  cen- 
turies before,  rofe  up  with  fo  much  violence  againft 
his  fucceffor,  that  in  ordor  to  reftore  tranquillity,  the 
adminiftration  thought  thAnfelves'  obliged  to  order 
thefe  wholefome  roots  to  be  pulled  up.  Fortunately, 
the  Chinefe,  who  are  inceflantly  intent  upon  every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
their  fortune,  had  privately  taken  care  of  them.  By 
degrees  the  people  grew  reconciled  to  an  innovation 
of  fo  ufefuUa  kind;  and  it  is*  at  prefent  one  of  the 
chief  refources  of  the  colony. 

Such  is  then  one  of  the  effe<5ls  of  national  hatred, 
that  it  inclines  the  natives  rather  to  deprive  them* 
felves  of  a  benefit,  than  to  owe  it  to  ftrangers  ;  and 
particularly  to  the  French,  who  of  all  other  nations 
are  the^moft  detefted,  notwithflanding  the  connec- 
tion fubfifting  between  the  two  governments.  From 
whence  can  this  antipathy  arife  ? 

If  we  travel  much,  we  fhall  not  find  any  people  fo 
mild,  fo  affable,  fo  frank,  fo  polite,  fo  lively,  fo  gal- 
lant as  the  French.  They  are  fometimes  too  much 
£6  J  but  is  this  fo  great  a  fault  ?  They  are  warmly 
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BOOKand  quickly  interefted,  and  fometimes  for  trifling 
,  /^'  matters,  while  objeds  of  more  importance  either  af« 
'  fed  them  little,  or  only  excite  their  ridicule.  This  is 
their  favourite  weapon,  and  the  mod  formidable  for 
others,  as  well  as  for  themfelves.  They  pafs  rapidly 
from  pleafure  to  pain,  and  from  pain  to  pleafure.  A 
Frenchman  would  find  himfelf  fetigued  with  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  happinefs  ;  he  fcarce  ever  ex- 
periences any  deep  fenfations.  He  becomes  infatuat- 
ed with  any  thing ;  but  he  is  neither  whimfical,  nor 
impatient,  nor  enthufiaftic.  He  cares  very  little  for 
religion,  but  he  refpeds  the  priefthood,  without  hav- 
ing either  efteem  or  reverence  for  it.  He  never 
troubles  himfelf  about  affairs  of  flate,  unlefs  it  be  to 
write  his  ballad  or  his  epigram  upon  the  miniftry. 
This  levity  is  the  origin  of  a  fpecies  of  equality,  of 
which  there  are  no  traces  any  where  elfe.  It  fome- 
times puts  a  man  of  the  loweft  rank,  who  has  wit, 
\ipon  a  level  with  a  nobleman.  The  French  are,  in 
jCbme  fort,  a  people  of  women :  for  it  is  among  the 
women  particularly,  that  in  the  midft  of  inconfift- 
cncy,  folly,  artd  caprice,  #e  difcern  fome  great  emo- 
tion that  furpriiies  us,  we  hear  fome  word  that  delight* 
us,  and  we  perceive  fome  aft  of  ftrength  and  fubli- 
mity*  The  French  are  endowed  with  exquilite  fen- 
fibility,  and  with  a  very  refined  tafte ;  this  is  con- 
.  fiftent  with  the  fentimei^t  of  honour,  the  gleam  of 
which  diffufes  itfelf  over  all  ranks,  and  upon  every 
objeft.  The  French  are  brave.  They  are  rather  in- 
difcreet  than  open ;  more  libertine  than  voluptuous. 
That  focial  difpofition,  which  leads  them  to  aflemble 
in  numerous  companies,  and  to  vifit  feveral  of  thefe 
in  a  day,  makes  every  thing  grow  old  with  them  in 
an  inftant ;  writings,  politics,  falhions,  vices  and  vir- 
tues. Every  week  has  its  hero,  in  good  as  well  as 
bad  adions.  France  is  the  country  where  it  is  moft 
eafy  for  a  man  to  get  himfelf  talked  of,  and  where  it 
is  moft,  difficult  for  him  to  be,  talked  of  for  any  time. 
A  Frenchman  loves  talents  of  all  kinds ;  and  they 
are  fuppprted  in  his  country  Iqfs  by  the  rewards  of 
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government  than  by  popular  eftimation.  He  honours  book 
genius.  He  is  too  ready  in  growing  familiar ;  which  ,  ^'  ^ 
is  an  inconvenienc^-to  himfelf,  and  to  all  perfons  who 
wiih  to  conciUat#refpe6t.  The  Frenchman  in  your 
company  is  every  thing  you  would  wifh  him  to  be, 
but  you  muft  be  upon  your  guard  with  him  ;  for  he 
improves  upon  every  thing  that  others  invent.  Such 
ara  the  features  of  which  he  carries  the  impreffion  in 
a  manner  more  or  lefs  marked,  into  thofe  countries 
which  he  vifits,  rather  to  gratify  his  curiofity,  than  to 
add  to  his  knowledge.  Accordingly,  he  brings  back 
with  him  nothing  more  than  pretenfions.  He  is  bet- 
ter calculated  for  converfation  than  for  friendfliip. 
He  has  a  numerous  fet  of  acquaintance,  and  yet  he 
often  dies  in  folitude.  He  is  the  being  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  who  has  moft  enjoyments,  with  the  feweft 
regrets.  As  he  does  not  attach  himfelf  ftrongly  to 
any  thing,  he  has  foon  forgotten  what  he  had  loft. 
He  pofleffes,  in  a  fuperior  degree,  the  art  of  fubftitu- 
tion,  and  is  affifted  in  it  by  every  thing  about  him. 
If  we  except  that  difgufting  partiality  he  has  for  his 
own  country,  and  which  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  con- 
ceal, the  young  Frenchman,  cheerful,  light,  agree- 
able, and  trifling,  appears  to  me  tlie  moft  amiable  man 
of  his  nation  ;  and  the  Frenchman,  matured  by  age, 
well-informed,  and  prudent,  who  has  preferved  all 
the  agreeable  manners  of  his  youth,  is  the  moft  ami- 
able and  the  moft  eftimable  man  of  all  countries. 

Notwithftanding  this,  moft  people  have  an  averfion 
to  the  French :  but  they  are  particularly  intolerable 
to  the  Spaniards,  to  thofe  among  them  efpecially  who 
have  not  contrafted  the  vices,  virtues,  characfter,  and 
manners  peculiar  to  their  country,  with  others  of  a 
totally  oppofite  nature.  This  averfion  feems  even  to 
have  become  more  confirmed  'fince  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century.  We  fhould  be  tempted  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  France  is  confidered  by  the  nation  to  which 
ftie  has  given  a  king,  with  the  fame  contempt,  as  a 
man  of  quality,  who  has  married  below  his  rank, 
fhows  for  his  wife's  family.     If  this  be  the  cafe,  the 
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BOOK  prejudice  will  never  be  overcome,  till  the  Bourbons 
,    ^'      Iball  have  been  naturalized  in  Spain,  by  a  long  fuc- 
ceffion  of  flouriihing  reigns.         ^^ 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  Pfailipplies. 

Independent  of  what  ferves  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  natives  of  the  country,  ^nd  of  the  conquerors, 
thefe  iflands  afford  a  number  of  objeds,  fit  for  the 
trade  carried  on  from  one  part  of  India  to  another ; 
fuch  as  tobacco,  rice,  canes,  wax,  oils,  cowries,  ebony, 
dried  fifh,  rafins,  Japan  wood :  but  more  efpecially 
thofe  birds  nefls,  dried  flags  pizzles,  and  fea-dogs, 
which  are  fo  eagerly  ibught  after  by  all  the  people 
of  Afia,  and  particularly  by  the  Chinef^. 

Hitherto^  fugar  has  been  only  cultivated^  for  the 
confumption  of  the  colony.  The  apprehenfion  of 
having  its  price  a  little  raifed,  has  occafioned  the  ex-^ 
portation  of  it  to  be  prohibited,  with  heavy  penalties. 
This  erroneous  fyflem  cannot  lafl.  Permiffion  will 
foon  be  obtained  to  furnifh  the  greatefl  part  of  Afia 
with  a  produdion,  for  which  the  foil  of  the  Philip- 
pines is  extremely  favourable.  Iron  will  be  an  addi- 
tional objeft  of  the  trade  of  thefe  iflands. 

This  metal  abounds,  and  is  of  fuperior  quality, 
throughout  the  whole  Archipelago.  Neverthelefe, 
none  of  the  mines  had  yet  been  opened,  till  about 
the  year  1768,  when  Simon  de  Auda  fortunately 
thought  of  eftabhfhing  forges.  The  fiiccefs  would 
have  been  more  certain,  if  this  adive  governor  had 
not  begun  too  many  undertakings  at  once  ;  if  his 
projeds  had  been  more  maturely  confidered  ;  and  if 
he  had  employed,  to  bring  them  to  perfedion,  me-, 
thods  more  conformable  to  the  principles  of  humani-^ 
ty  and  juflice. 

The  excellent  copper  which  is  difperfed  over  feveral 
of  the  Philippine  iflands,  is  not  lefs  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  government.  This  metal  is  employed 
in  India  for  the  veflels  ufed  in  pubUc  worfliip,  for  or- 
dinary utenfiis,  for  coins,  which  mufl  be  incefTantly 
renewed,  becaufe  the  people  are  as  eager  to  bury 
them,  as  rich  men  are  to  conceal  more  preckUfi  trea- 
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fures  under  ground.     The  Dutch  draw  from  Japan  book 
what  is  necefiary  to  fupply  all  thefe  wants.     Thev  .     ^\^ 
will  neceflarily  lofe  this  branch  of  their  trade,  if  the 
Spaniards,  awakened  from  their  lethargy,  (hould  ven- 
ture to  difpute  it  with  them. 

The  Philippines  have,  above  the  other  European 
colonies,  the  advantage  of  poflefling  gold.  The  In- 
dians find  fome  particles  of  it  m  the  fand  and  flime 
of  the  rivers,  which  carry  it  along  with  their  ftreams. 
The  quantity  they  colle<a  may  amount  to  five  or  fix 
hundred  thoufand  livres  [from  20,8331.  6s.  8d.  to 
25,0001.]  per  annum.  They  deliver  it  in  private  to 
fome  foreign  navigators,  who  in  return  fupply  them 
with  merchandife.  Formerly  it  was  fent  into  America, 
for  Cavendifh  found  to  the  value  of  658,800  livres 
[27,4501.]  of  it,  upon  the  galeon  that  was  faiUng  to- 
wards Mexico.  If"  Spain,  foregoing  its  ancient  max- 
ims, fliould  encoiwage  this  fpecies  of  induftry,  by 
leaving  to  thofe  who  fliould  devote  themfelves  to  it 
the  free  ufe  of  the  riches  it  would  produce,  would 
not  that  kingdom  fecure  to  itfelf  an  additional  re- 
fource  for  trading  to  advantage  in  the  Indian  feas  ? 

It  would  not  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  defiring 
that  foreign  navigators  flrouW  come  in  quell  of  the 
produdions  of  thefe  iflands.  As  the  Philippines  fur- 
nifh  plenty  of  materials  for  a  weU-eftabhftied  navy, 
its  fubjeds  might  frequent  all  the  markets,  and  add 
the  benefit  of  freighting  to  their  other  advantages. 

This  adivity  would  pave  the  way  fot  the  commu- 
nication between  this  and  the  mother-country.  In 
the  prefent  confufed  ftate  of  the  Philippines,  it  is  not 
cafy  to  forefee  what  they  may  one  day  fumifli  to 
Spain.  It  now  procures  from  thence,  alum,  buffaloes 
hides,  caffia,  woods  for  dying,  faltpetre,  tortoife-fliell, 
and  mother-of-pearl,  which  the  Chinefe  have  hitherto 
bought  up,  in  ordeFto  fell  it  again  to  the  Europeans 
-  at  Canton,  for  three  times  the  price  they  had  given 
for  it ;  cacao,  which  though  brought  from  Mexico  has 
not  degenerated  ;  and  indigo,  which  the  bounty  of 
nature  produces  fpontaneouily.    An  enlightened  man 
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BOO  K  was  defirous  of  attempting,  in  1750,  to  give  this  rich 
^  _^'  .  plant  every  improvement  it  might  receive  from  cul- 
tivation. This  novelty  met  with  a  genefral  and  violent 
oppofition.  The  marquis  d*Obando,  who  was  gover- 
nor at  that  period,  was  obliged  to  take  this  citizen 
under  his  proteftion,  and  affigned  him  an  enclofed 
territory,  where  he  might  carry  on  his  operations  with 
fafety.  The  experiments  were  all  extremely  fuccefs- 
ful ;  and  fince  this  event,  the  tultivation  of  this  pre- 
cious dye  has  been  attended  to,  though  not  with  fuf- 
ficient  induftry. 
If  an  indolence  peculiar  to  th^  Spaniards  had  not 
.  impeded  their  progrefs  in  every  thing,  they  would 
have  naturalized  the  fpices,  two  centuries  ago,  upon 
this  territory,  fo  contiguous  to  the  Moluccas,  Perhaps 
they  might  have  fliared  with  the  Dutch  this  fource 
of  wealth.  It  will  be  committing  a  new  fault,  to 
defer  any  longer  an  experiment,  the  greateft  incon- 
venience of  which  is,  that  of  its  being  ufelefs. 

This  government  might  alfo  be  prompted,  by  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  cotton  cultivated  in  the  Phi- 
lippines, to  eftablifh  there,  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  continent,  beautiful  and  numerous 
manufadures.  While  they  were  waiting  for  the  fuc- 
cefs,  which,  in  new  undertakings,  however  well  plan- 
ned, is  always  flow,  the  Spaniards  would  purchafe 
in  foreign  markets  the  filks,  calicoes,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  produce  of  Afia,  fuitable  to  their  country, 
and  would  obtain  them  at  a  lower  price  than  their 
competitors.  All  the  nations  in  Europe  employ  the 
filver  they  get  from  America  to  trade  with  in  India. 
Before  this  precious  metal  can  reach  the  place  of  its 
deftination,  it  muft  have  paid  confiderable  duties, 
taken  a  prodigious  compafs,  and  have  been  expofed 
to  great  riiks ;  whereas  the  Spaniards,  by  fending  it 
diredlly  from  America  to  the  Philippines,  would  feve 
duties,  time,  and  infurance ;  fo  that  while  they  fur- 
niflied  the  fame  fum  as  the  rival  nations,  they  would 
in  reality  make  their  purchafes  at  a  cheaper  rate. 
If  the  fimple  plan  we  have  traced  out  jhould  ever 
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be  carried  into  execution,  the  Spaniards,  who  are  b  a  o  k 
fettled  in  Alia,  would  neceflarily,  and  for  ever  emerge  ^• 
from  that  indolent  ftate  of  diflblution,  in  which  they  ' 
have  languifhed  for  two  centuries.  The  fubdued  peo- 
ple would  blefs  a  government  that  was  become  equi- 
table J  and  thofe  who  are  ftill  contending  for  their 
independence,  would  fubmit,  in  multitudes,  to  the 
controul  of  wife  laws.  The  neighbouring  nations, 
>vhom  pride  or  iiijuilice  have  driven  from  the  ports 
frequented  by  their  forefathers,  would  again  diredl 
their  fhips  into  harbours,  where  induftry  and  harmony 
were  united.  The  European  merchants,  who  are 
opprefled  with  the  fetters  of  monopoly  upon  the  In- 
dian f(?as,  would  carry  their  adivity,  their  knowledge, 
and  their  (lock,  into  an  afylum  of  happinefs  and 
liberty.  The  colony,  the  revenues  of  which  amount 
%o  2,723,000  livres  [113,6661.  13s.  4d.],  would  no 
longer  coft  Spain  annually  527,590  livres  [21,9791.  3s. 
4d.]  ;  and  would  become  one  of  the  fined  fettlements 
in  the  world. 

This  revolution  can  never  be  effe£led  by  an  ex- 
clufive  Company.  For  thefe  two  centuries  pgft,  fince  . 
the  Europeans  have  frequented  the  feas  of  Afia,  they 
have  never  been  animated  by  a  truly  laudable  fpirit. 
In  vain  have  fociety,  morality,  and  politics,  been  im- 
proved araorigft  us ;  thofe  diftant  countries  have  only 
been  witnefles  of  our  rapacioufnefs,  our  reftleflhefs, 
and  our  tyranny.  The  mifchief  we  have  done  to 
other  pa,rts  of  the  world  has  fometimes  been  com- 
penfated  by  the  knowledge  we  have  imparted,  and 
the  wife  inftiturions  we  have  eftablifhed  :  but  the  In- 
dians have  ftill  continued  under  their  former  darknefs 
and  defpotifm ;  and  we  have  taken  no  pains  to  refcue 
them  from  thofe  dreadful  calamities.  Had  the  feveral 
governments  direfted  the  fteps  of  their  free  traders, 
it  is  probable  that  the  love  of  glory  would  have  been 
imited  to  a  paflipn  for  riches,  and  that  fome  nations 
would  have  made  attempts  capable  of  rendering  their 
names  illuftrious.  Such  noble  and  difinterefted  in- 
tentions could  never  be  purfued  by  any  company  of 
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s  o  o  K  merchants ;  who,  being  confined  by  the  narrow  views 
^*  of  pfefent  profit,  have  never  employed  their  thoughts 
'  about  the  happinefs  of  the  people  with  whom  thfey 
traded ;  a  circumftance  which,  being  naturally  ex- 
peded,  hath  never  been  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime. 
How  much  would  it  redound  to  the  honour  of  Spain, 
to  ftiow  a  fenfibility  for  the  interefts  of  mankind,  and 
to  endeavour  to  promote  them !  That  nation  now 
begins  to  fliake  oflf  the  fetters  of  prejudice,  which 
have  kept  it  in  a  fl:ate  of  infancy,  notwithftanding 
its  natural  ftrength.  .  Its  fubjeds  are  not  yet  degraded 
and  corrupted  by  thfe  contagion  of  riches,  from  which 
they  have  been  happily  preferved  by  their  own  in- 
dolence, and  by  the  rapacioufnefs  of  their  govern- 
ment. Thefe  people  muft  neceflarily  be  inclined  to 
what  is  good ;  they  are  capable  of  knowing  it,  and 
no  doubt  would  pradife  it,  having  all  the  means  in 
their  power  from  the  pofiefiions  their  conquefts  have 
given  them  in  the  richeft  countries  of  the  uniVerfe. 
Their  ftiipa,  failing  from  their  feveral  ports,  might 
either  meet  at  the  Canary  illands,  or  feparately 
proceed  to  their  feveral  deftinations,  and  thus  be  the 
means  of  procuring  happinefs  to  the  remoteft  parts 
of  Afia.  They  might  return  from  India  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  ;  but  would  go  thither  by  the  South 
Sea,  where  the  fale  of  their  cargoes  would  greatly 
increafe  their  capitals.  This  advantage  would  fecure 
to  them  a  fuperiority  over  their  competitors,  who  fail 
with  falfe  bills  of  lading,  feldom  carrying  any  thing 
but  filver.  They  would  meet  with  a  frefh  fupply  of 
provifions  up  the  river  Plata,  if  they  fhould  be  in 
want  of  them.  Thofe  who  were  able  to  wait  longer, 
would  only  put  into  Chili,  or  even  proceed  to  the 
ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

This  delightful  ifland,  which  takes  its  name  from 
a  Spaniard  to  whom  it  had  been  given,  and  who  took 
a  diflike  to  it  after  he  had  lived  there  fome  confider- 
able  time,  is  fituated  at  no  leagues  diftarice  from 
the  continent  of  Chili.  Its  greateft  length  is  but 
about  five  leagues,  and  its  breadth  not  quite  two. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  245 

In  this  finall  fpot,  where  the  knd  is  very  mountain-  book 
ous  and  irregular,  there  is  a  clear  Iky,  pure  air,  ex-  ^' 
cellent  water,  and  every  vegetable  that  is  deemei  a 
fpecific  againft  the  fcurvy.  It  has  appeared  from  ex- 
perience, that  all  forts  of  European  and  American 
com,  fruit,  and  quadrupeds,  will  fucceed  there  ex- 
tremely well.  The  coafts  abound  with  fifh  ;  and,  be- 
fide  all  thefe  advantages,  there  is  alfo  a  good  har- 
bour, where  fliips  are  Iheltered  from  every  wind  but 
the  north,  and  even  that  never  blows  fo  ftrongly  as 
to  be  produdive  of  any  danger. 

Thefe  conveniences  have  induced  all  the  pirates 
who  have  infefted  the  coafts  of  Peru,  to  put  in  at 
Juan  Fernandez.  Anfon,  who  t\'ent  to  the  South  Seas 
with  more  important  projedls,  found  there  a  comfort- 
able and  fafe  afylum.  The  Spaniards,  at  length  con- 
vinced that  the  precaution  they  had  tal^en  to  deftroy 
the  cattle  they  had  placed  there  was  infufficient  to 
keep  off  their  enemies,  took  the  refolution,  in  1 750, 
to  people  it.  Unfortunately,  the  new  colony  was 
placed  on  too  low  a  fpot,  and  of  the  hundred  and 
feventy-one  perfons  of  every  age  and  fex  who  com- 
pofed  it,  five-aftd-thirty  were  fwallowed  up,  fix  years 
after,  by  the  furges  of  the  ocean,  which  exceeded 
its  bounds.  Thofe  who  had  efcaped  the  waves,  were 
fixed  upon  an  eminence  which  commands  the  har- 
bour ;  and  for  their  fecurity,  a  fmall  fortification  has 
been  raifed,  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  fixty-fix  men. 
It  now  became  neceflary  to  think  of  fupplying  their 
wants.  All  the  fhips  employed  in  trading  between 
Peru  and  Chili  were  at  firft  obliged  to  ftop  at  Juan 
Fernandez.  This  tyrannical  compulfion  coidd  not 
be  lafting ;  and  the  government  at  length  refolved, 
purpofely,  to  fend  two  Ihips  there  every  year. 

This  poft  will  become  a  ufeful  fettlcment,  if  the 
court  of  Madrid  will  but  attend  to  her  own  intereft. 
It  is  needlefs  to  purfue  this  fubjeft  any  further.  The 
plan,  which  we  have  done  nothing  more  than  fug- 
geft,  would  evidently  tend  to  promote  the  trade,  the 
navigation,  and  the  greatnefs  of  Spain.     The  con- 
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BOOK  nc<9tions  that  Riiffia  keeps  up  with  China  by  land^ 
.  ^'  ^  can  never  acquire  the  fame  degree  of  importance. 
General  Between  thefp  two  empires,  the  grpatnefs  of  which 
WcaofTtr-^^Quifhes  the  imagination,  there  is  an  immenfe  fpacq, 
^'  known  in  the  earlieft  times  by  the  name  of  Scythia, 
and  finoe  by  that  of  Tartary.  This  region,  taken 
in  its  full  extent,  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  Caf- 
pian  fea  and  Periia ;  on  the  fouth  by  Perfia,  Indoftan, 
the  kingdoms  of  Arracan  and  Ava,  China,  and  Corea; 
pn  the  eaft  by  the  Eaftern  ocean  j  and  on  the  nort^ 
by  the  Frozen  ocean.  One  part  of  thefe  vaft  deferts 
is  fubjeft  to  the  Chinefe  empire  ;  another  is  under 
the  dominion  of  Ruilia ;  the  third  is  independent, 
and  is  called  Kharifin,  and  Greater  and  Lefs  Bucharia. 
The  inhabitants  of  thefe  celebrated  regions  havie 
always  Uved  by  himting  and  filhing,  and  upon  th^ 
milk  of  their  flocks ;  and  have  ever  had  an  equal 
averfion  for  living  in  cities,  fpr  a  fedentary  life,  and 
for  the  toils  of  agriculture.  Their  origin  and  their 
cuftoms,  fo  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  them,  are 
equally  ancient,  for  the  former  could  never  be  tra- 
ced on  account  of  their  fequeftered  and  wandering 
way  of  life.  They  have  hyed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  their  forefathers  ^id  ;  and,  if  we  look  baclf  to  th^ 
remotefl:  antiquity,  we  fhall  find  a  very  ftriking  re- 
femblancQ  between  the  men  of  the  earlieft  ages,  and 
the  Tartars  of  the  prefent  time. 

Thefe  people  have  in  general  been  followers  of  the 
great  Lama,  who  refides  pt  Putali,  a  town  fituated 
in  a  diftrift,  which  partly  belongs  to  Tartary,  and 
partly  to  India.  Thi$  extenfive  region,  where  moun- 
tains rife  aboye  one  another,  is  called  Boutan  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Indoftan,  Tangut  by  the  Tartars,  Tfan- 
ii  by  the  Chinefe,  Lafla  by  the  Indians  beyond  the 
Ganges,  arid  Thibet  by  the  Europeans. 

Their  religion  appears,  from  monuments  of  un^ 
doubted  authority,  to  be  of  above  three  thoufan^ 
years  ftanding,  and  is  founded  on  the  exiftence  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  and  tl^e  fublimeft  principles  of  mo-^ 
rality. 
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It  has  been  generally  imagined,  that  the  followers  book 
of  the  Lama  believe  him  to  be  immortal ;  that,  in .     ^   ^ 
order  to  maintain  the  deception,  this  divinity  never       ' 
appears  but  to  a  few  favourites ;  that,  when  he  re- 
ceives the  adoration  of  the  people,  it  is  always  in  a 
Jdnd  of  tabernacle,  where  a  dim  light  fhows  rather 
a  faint  reprefentatioo  than  an  exa($  refemblance  of 
that  living  god ;  that,  when  he  dies,  another  prieft 
is  fubflituted  in  his  (lead,  as  nearly  of  the  fame  fize 
and  figure  as  poffible ;  and  that  by  means  of  thefe 
precautions  the  delufion  is  kept  up,  even  on  the  very  ^ 
fpot  where  the  farce  is  aded ;  and  much  more,  with- 
out doubt,  in  thp  minds  of  t^elievers  who  ^re  further 
renjpveji  from  it. 

A  fagacious  philofopher  has  lately  deftroyed  this 
prejudice.  It  is  true,  the  great  Lamas  feldom  fhow 
themfelves,  the  better  to  maintain  that  veneration 
they  have  infpired  for  th^ir  perfon  and  their  myfte- 
ries ;  but  they  give  audience  to  ambafladors,  and 
admit  princes  who  come  to  vifit  theip.  But  if 
their  perfon  be  feldom  to  be  feen,  except  on  fome 
important  occafions,  or  on  great  feftivals,  their  pic- 
ture is  always  in  full  view, 'being  hung  up  over  the 
doors  of  the  temple  at  PutaU. 

The  circumftance  th?it  has  given  rife  to  the  fable 
of  the  immortaUty  of  the  llamas,  is,  that  it  is  a  tenet 
of  their  faith,  that  the  holy  fpirit,  which  has  ani- 
mated one  of  thefe  ppntiffs,  immediately  upon  his ' 
death  pafifes  into  the  body  of  him  who  is  duly  eleded 
to  fucceed  him.  This  tranfmigration  of  the  divine 
fpirit  is  perfedly  confonant  to  the  dodrine  of  the  me- 
tempfychofis,  which  has  always  been  the  eftablifhed 
fyftem  in  thofe  parts. 

The  religion  of  Lama  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  early  rimes.  It  was  adopted  in  a  large  part  of  the 
globe.  It  is  profefled  all  over  Thibet  and  Mongaha; 
is  almoft  univerfal  in  Greater  and  Lefs  Bucharia,  and 
feveral  provinces  of  Tartary  ;  and  has  fome  follow- 
ers in  the  kingdom  of  Caffimere  in  India,  and  in 
China. 
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BOOK  This  is  the  only  form  of  worfliip  that  can  boaft  of 
,  ^'  ,  fuch  remote  antiquity,  without  any  mixture  of  other 
•  fyftems.  The  religion  of  the  Chinefc  has  been  fre- 
quently adulterated  by  the  introdudlion  of  foreign 
deities  and  fuperftitions,  which  have  been  adapted 
to  the  tafte  oiF  the  lower  clafs  of  people.  The  Jews 
have  feen  an  end  of  their  hierarchy,  and  their  tem- 
ple has  been,  demolifhed.  Alexander  and  Moham- 
med ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  extipguifh  the 
facred  fire  of  the  Gaurs.  Tamerlane  and  the  Moguls 
have  in  a  great  meafure  diminifhed  the  worfhippers  of 
the  god  Brama  in  India,  But  neither  time,  fortune, 
nor  men,  have  ever  been  able  to  fhajce  the  divine 
power  of  the  great  Lama. 

This  is  an  effefl:  to  be  refervcd  to  the  in^provement 
of  the  human  mind.  If  the  Tartars  be  enlightened, 
they  will  foon  examine  into  the  nature  of  their  creed; 
they  will  difpute,  and  take  up  arms  ag^inft  e^ch 
other  :  but  fuperftition  will  arife  half  extind  out  of 
the  ftreams  of  blood  which  fhe  has  Ihed.  In  order 
not  to  lofe  all  his  influence,  the  prieft  will  give  up 
thofe  points  of  his  fyftem  which  are  evidently  incom- 
patible with  common  ferife  ;  and  te  will  defend  the 
reft  againft  the  attacks  of  infidels.  This  revolution 
will  however  be  more  flowly  brought  about,  than  in 
thofe  empires  which  have  not  a  well-regulated  ec- 
clefiaftical  hierarchy,  and  where  there  is  not  a  fu- 
preme  head,  whofe  office  it  is  to  fupport  the  doftrines 
in  their  priipitive  ftate,  The  Lamas  themfelves  con- 
fefs  that  they  are  no  gods ;  but  they  pretend  to  re- 
prefent  the  divinity,  and  to  have  received  a  power 
from  heaven  to  decide  ultimately  on  whatever  re- 
lates to  public  worfhip.  Their  theocracy  extends 
as  fully  to  temporal  as  to  fpiritual  ipatters ;  but  all 
civil  matters,  looked  upon  as  profane  by  them,  they 
confider  as  inconfiftent  with  their  dignity,  and  there- 
fore commit  the  care  of  government  to  perlbns  whom 
they  judge  to  be  worthy  of  their  confidence.  This 
circumftance  has  fucceflively  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
feveral  provinces  of  their  yaft  dominions,  which  have 
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fallen  a  prey  to  their  governors.  The  great  Lama,  book 
who  formerly  was  abfolute  mailer  of  all  Thibet,  now ,  ^'  , 
poflefles  but  a  fmall  part  of  it. 

The  religious  opinions  of  the  Tartars  have  never 
enervated  their  valour.  Hardened  by  the  frofts  of 
the  North,  and  by  the  fatigues  of  a  wandering  life ; 
inceffantly  under  arms,  and  perpetually  engaged  in 
battles,  thefe  people  have  never  ceafed  being  war- 
like. An  ardent,  wild,  and  reftlefs  difpofition,  has 
always  difgufted  them  of  their  poor  and  uncultivat- 
ed deferts.  Ambition  has  always  attraded  their 
avidity  towards  the  countries  of  Afia,  celebrated  for 
their  opulence.  People  whom  the  arts  and  a  foft 
climate  have  rendered  effeminate,  could  not  fupport 
the  attacks  of  thefe  hardy  and  ferocious  men.  The 
habit  of  going  to  war  without  pay  and  without  ma- 
gazines, has  carried  their  paffion  for  plunder  to  the 
moft  inordinate  excefs :  and  as  they  were  incapable 
of  fecuring  their  conquefts  by  equitable  laws  and  E 
ftrid  policy,  they  have  founded  their  power  in  all 
parts  on  terror  and  deftruftion. 

It  was  to  check  the  inroads  of  thefe  robbers  into 
China,  that,  three  hundred  years  before  the  Chri- 
ftain  era,  that  famous  wall  was  built,  which  extends 
from  the  river  Hoambo  to  the  fea  of  Kamtfchatka  ; 
which  has  a  terrace  running  all  along  the  top  of  it, 
and  is  flanked  in  different  parts  with  large  towers, 
after  the  ancient  manner  of  fortifying.  Such  a  mo- 
nument  (hows  that  there  muft  have  been  at  that  time 
a  prodigious  population  in  jhe  empire :  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  fcems  to  indicate  that  there  was  a  want 
of  prowefs  and  military  fkill.  If  the  Chinefe  had 
been  men  of  courage,  they  would  themfelves  ha^e 
attacked  the  roving  tribes,  or  kept  them  in  awe  by 
well-difciplined  armies ;  if  they  had  been  (killed  in 
the  art  of  war,  they  would  have  known  that  lines 
five  hundred  leagues  in  length,  could  not  be  de- 
fended in  every  part,  and  that,  if  they  were  broken 
but  in  one  place,  all  the  reft  of  the  fortification  would 
become  ufelefs. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^59  HISTORY  or  settlements  aihd  trade 

^  o  o  K  Accordingly,  the  inroads  of  the  Tartars  continued 
T  ^'  , '  till  the  thirteenth  century.  At  that  period,  the  em- 
pire was  conquered  by  thofe  barbarians,  under  the 
command  of  Gingis  Khan.  This  foreign  power  was 
not  deftroycd  till  after  eighty-nine  years,  when  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  an  indolent  prince,  who  was 
governed  by  women,  and  was  a  flave  to  Ijis  minifters. 
When  the  Tartars  were  expelled  from  the  conquefts 
they  had  made,  they  did  not  adopt  th^  Uws  and 
government  of  China,  When  they  ^epafled  the 
great  wall,  they  relapfed  into  barbarifm,  and  lived  in 
their  deferts  in  as  uncivilized  a  ftate  as  they  had 
done  before.  They  united,  however,  with  the  few 
who  had  continued  in  their  roving  way  of  life,  and 
formed  feveral  hordes,  which  infejifibly  became  popu- 
lous, and  in  procefs  of  time  incorporated  into  that  of 
the  Manchews.  Their  union  infpired  then^  again 
with  the  projed  of  invading  China,  which  was  torn 
with  dqmeftic  diflenfions, 

The  difcontented  parties  were  thea  fo  numerous, 
that  they  had  no  lefs  than  eight  different  armies, 
under  the  command  of  as  many  chiefs.  In  this  con- 
fufiqn  the  Tartars,  who  had  long  ravaged  the  nor, 
thern  provinces  of  the  empire,  feized  upon  the  capi- 
tal in  1644,  and  foon  after  upon  the  whole  kingdom, 
This  invafion  did  not  feem  fo  much  to  fubdue 
China,  as  to  add  to  its  extent,  by  the  acceffion  of  a 
great  part  of  Tartary.  Soon  after  this,  China  was 
further  enlarged  by  the  fubniiffion  of  the  Mogul 
Tartars,  celebrated  for  having  founded  moft  of  the 
thrones  in  Afia,  and  particularly  that  of  Indoftan. 

This  extraordinary  revolution  was  fcarce  complet- 
ed, when  the  empire  was  threatened  with  a  new 
enemy,  that  might  prove  a  forn^idable  one. 
Conten-         The  Ruffians,  who,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
j^^j^^j^^  fixteenth  century,  had  conquered  the  uncultivated 
and  chinefe  plains  of  Siberia,  had  penetrated  through  a  number 
la  Taruiy.  ^£  deferts  to  the  river  Amour,  which  led  them  to  the 
Eaftem  Sea,  and  a^  far  as  Selenga,  which  brought 
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them  on  the  confines  of  China,  a  country  highly  ex-  book 
tolled  for  its  riches.  .     y- 

The  Chinefe  were  apj)rehpnfive  that  the  incurfions 
of  the  Ruffians  might  in  time  give  them  fome  dif- 
turbance  j  and  they  erefted  fome  forts  to  reftrain  this 
neighbouring  power,  whofe  ambition  began  to  excite 
their  jealoufy.  Sharp  contefts  then  arofe  between 
the  two  natipns  concerning  their  boundaries.  Skir* 
mifhes  were  frequent  between  the  parties  engaged  in 
the  purfuits  of  the  chafe,  and  an  open  war  was  daily 
expeded.  V^ry  fortunately  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  two  courts  found  means  to  bring  about  a  recon- 
ciliation in  1689;  ^^^  limits  were  fixed  at  the  river 
Kerbechi,  near  theplacc  of  negotiation,  three  hundred 
leagues  from  the  great  wall.  This  was  the  firft  treaty 
the  Chinefe  had  ever  been  concerned  in  fince  the  foun- 
dation of  their  empire,  and  it  brought  on  a  new  ar- 
rangement. They  granted  the  Ruffians  the  liberty 
pf  fending  a  caravan  every  year  to  Pekin,  an  indul«- 
gence  which  h^d  always  been  denied  to  foreigners 
with  the  utmoft  prepaution.  It  was  eafily  perceived 
that  the  Tartars,  though  they  conformed  to  the  man- 
ners and  govemn^ent  of  tl^e  Chinefe,  did  not  adopt 
(heir  political  maxims. 

This  liberty  granted  to  the  Ruffians  did  not  infpire  The  rvt. 
them  with  moderation.     They  perfifted  m  their  ufur-  £1"  *J^ 
patioi^s,  and  built,  thirty  leagues  beyond  the  ftipu-i^Qdacm. 
lated  limits,  a  city,  which  they  called  Albaffinficoi  ^  ^"^ 
or  Jafca.     The  Chinefe,  having  in  vain  complained  "mSw  other 
of  this  encroachment,  at  latt  determined  to  avenge  S^^^. 
themfelves  in  171 5.     As  the  Czar  was  engaged  in  a  ^£«»"» 
war  on  the  Baltic,  and  could  not  fpare  troops  to  de-  that  k^ 
fend  t^ie  extremities  pf  Tartary,  the  place  was  taken  ^<**»- 
after  a  fiegc  of  three  years. 

The  court  of  Peteriburgh  was  prudent  enough  not 
tp  give  way  to  a  fruiUei^  refentment.  They  fent  a 
miniiier  to  Pekin  in  1719,  with  inftrudions  to  renew 
the  trade  that  had  been  loft  amidft  the  late  difturb- 
ances.      The  negotiation  fucceeded;  but  tjie  car».r 
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BOO  K  van  of  1 72 1  not  being  conduced  with  more  caution 
^'  than  the  former,  it  was  agreed,  that  for  the  fiAure 
no  tranfa<aions  fhould  be  carried  on  between  the  two 
nations  except  upon  the  frontiers. 

Before  this  new  arrangement,  a  caravan  went  every 
year  from  Peterfburgh,  traverfed  immenfe  deferts, 
and  was  met  on  the  frontiers  of  China  by  fome  hun- 
dreds of  foldiers,  who  efcorted  it  to  the  capital  of  the 
empire,  v  There,  all  who  belonged  to  it  were  Ihut  up 
in  a  caravanfera,  to  wait  till  the  merchants  Ihould 
offer  them  the  refufe  of  their  warehoufes.  The  traf- 
fic being  thus  completed,  the  caravan  returned  to 
Ruffia,  and  arrived  at  Pcterlburgh  three  years  after 
it  had  fet  out  from  thence. 

In  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  the  indifferent 
merchandife  brought  by  the  caravan  would  have  been 
of  very  little  v^lue  ;  but  as  this  trade  was  carried  on 
for  the  court,  and  that  the  goods  were  always  fold 
under  the  immediate  infpedion  of  the  fovereign,  com- 
modities of  the  worft  kind  acquired  a  value.  The 
admifiion  to  this  kind  of  fair  was  a  privilege  which 
the  monarch  feldom  granted  but  to  his  favourites. 
All  were  defirous  of  approving  themfclves  worthy  of 
this  diftindlion,  and  the  way  to  fucceed  was  by  over- 
bidding each  other  without  difcretion,  as  each  was 
ambitious  that  his  name  fhould  appear  upon  the  lift 
of  the  buyers.  Notwithftanding  this  fhameful  emu- 
lation, what  was  put  up  to  fale  was  fo  trifling,  that 
the  produce,  dcdu6ling  the  confumption  of  the  court, 
never  amounted  to  100,000  crowns  [12,5001.]. 

Since  the  caravans  have  been  difcontinued,  two 
large  magazines  have  been  eftablilhed  at  Kiatcha, 
one  Ruffian,  and  the  other  Chinefe,  where  all  the 
articles,  intended  for  exchange,  are  depofited.  Com- 
miffaries  appointed  by  "the  two  nations  fuperintend 
this  trade,  in  which  fpecie  is  very  feldom  ufed.  If 
the  Ruffians,  who  never  give  any,  are  obliged  fome- 
times  to  receive  gold,  they  are  compelled  to  cede  it 
to  the  crown  upon  terms  which  indemnify  it  for  the 
taxes  it  w^ould  have  levied  on  the  merchandife. 
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The  mod  confiderable  of  the  articles  which  the  b 
Chinefe  bring  to  this  ftaple,  is  green  tea,  of  an  in- 
finitely fuperior  quality  to  that  which  Europe  re- 
ceives acrofs  the  immenfe  trad  of  fea.  Accordingly 
the  Ruffians  are  obliged  to  pay  for  it  as  much  as 
twenty  livres  [i6s.  8d.]  per  pound;  although  they 
feldom  fell  it  again  for  more  than  fifteen  or  fixteen 
[from  I2S,  6d.  to  13s.  4d.],  To  indemnify  them  for 
this  lofs,  they  never  fail  to  raife  the  price  of  their 
fiirs :  but  this  artifice  turns  out  lefs  to  their  advantage 
than  to  that  of  the  government,  which  receives  a  tax 
of  five-and- twenty  per  cent,  upon  every  thing  that 
is  bought  or  fold.  The  cufloms  at  Kiatcha  fome- 
times  return  to  the  ftate  as  far  as  two  millions  of  livrea 
[83,333!.  6s.  8d.]  ;  in  that  cafe  the  trade  of  Ruflia 
with  China  muft  amount  to  fix  millions  [250,0001]. 

It  was  not  fo  confiderable,  when  Peter  I.  endea- 
voured to  eftablifh,  through  independent  Tartary,  a 
communication  between  Siberia  and  India. 

That  great  prince,  whofe  mind  was  always  en- 
gaged in  fome  ufeful  projed,  was  defirous  of  opening 
that  communication  by  means  of  the  Sirth,  which 
waters  the  Turkeftan;  and  in  17 19  he  fent  2500 
men  in  order  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that  river. 

There  was  no  fuch  river  to  be  found  ;  its  waters 
had  been  turned  off,  and  conveyed  through  feveral 
channels  to  the  lake  Arall.  This  had  been  done  by 
the  Ufbeck  Tartars,  who  had  taken  umbrage  at  the 
repeated  obfervations  they  had  feen  making.  So 
fingular  an  incident  therefore  determined  the  Ruf- 
fians to  r^urn  16  Aftracan.  The  government  had 
loft  fight  of  this  objed,  when,  towards  the  year  1738, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Butharias,  known  by  the 
name  of  fiucharfis,  were  themfelves  defirous  of  trad- 
ing with  Ruflia.  To  encourage  this  unexpected  events 
the  treafury  gave  up  part  of  the  enornn^ous  duties  it 
generally  requires.  Orenbourg  became  the  feat  of 
this  new  trade.  The  Tartars  bring  there,  from  their 
own  territories,  thofe  beautiful  fleeces  of  Iambs,  that 
are  cut  out  of  thei|^  dams  belUes,  in  order  that  the 
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Kfkihs  may  be  clouded,  white  and  fine.  They  ilfo 
bring  various  kinds  of  merchandife  which  they  have 
drawn  from  Indoftan,  and  efpecially  a  quantity  of 
rough  diamonds.  They  likewife  bring  about  four 
hundred  quintals  of  excellent  rhubarb.  Each  quin- 
tal cofts  500  livre^  [2ol.  168.  8d.],  and  the  college  of 
trade  fells  it  for  nearly  double  that  fum. 

We  cannot  form  fo  advantageous  an  idea  of  the 
connedions  of  Ruffia  with  the  Indies  by  the  Cafpian 
Sea.  This  was,  however,  in  the  remoteft  ages,  the 
track  by  which  Europe  and  Afia  communicated  with 
each  other.  The  regions  bordering  upon  that  im- 
menfe  lake,  which  are  at  prefent  very  much  depo- 
pulated, extremely  poor,  and  in  a  favage  ftate,  af- 
ford to  intelligent  minds  undoubted  proofs  of  former 
fplendour.  Coins  of  the  ancient  Kaliphs  are  daily 
difcovered  there;  Thefe  monuments,  with  others 
equally  authentic,  would  feem  to  favour  the  account 
of  fome  Indians  having  been  fhipwrecked  on  the 
Goafts  of  the  Elbe  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  which 
has  always  been  confidered  as  fabulous,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  cotemporary  writers 
who  related  the  fad.  It  has  never  been  underftood 
how  any  inhabitants  of  India  could  fail  on  the  Ger- 
manic feas ;  but,  was  it  more  wonderful  to  fee  ai>  In- 
dian trading  in  the  northern  countries,  than  to  fee  a 
Roman  make  his  way  into  India  through  Arabia  ? 
The  Indians  went  into  Perfia,  where  they  embarked 
on  the  Hircanian  Sea,  failed  up  the  Wolga,  penetrat- 
ed into  Permia  by  the  Kama,  and  from  thence  might 
embark  on  the  Northern  Sea  or  on  the  Baltj^c. 

Enterprifing  men  have  appeared,  and  will  for  ever 
appear,  in  all  ages.  Man  has  within  himfelf  a  natu- 
ral energy  that  torments  him  ;  and  which  k  direded 
by  tafte,  caprice,  or  faftidioufnefs,  to  the  moft  Angu- 
lar attempts.  He  is  curious,  and  defirous  of  feeing 
and  of  being  informed.  The  thirft  of  knowledge  is 
lefs  univerfal,  but  it  is  more  irrefiftible  than  that  of 
gold.  Man  travels  to  a  great  diftance  in  order  to  ac- 
quire fomething  to  fpeak  of,  and  to  make  himfelf  be 
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fpoken  of  in  his  own  country.  What  the  defire  of  B  o  o  k 
fame  produces  in  one,  the  impatience  of  mifery  oc-  .  ^'  .^ 
cafions  in  another.  It  is  imagined  that  fortune  is 
more  eafily  acquired  in  diftant  regions,  than  near  our 
own  home.  Men  go  a  great  way  to  obtain,  without 
fatigue,  what  they  could  not  otherwife  get  without 
affiduous  labour.  They  travel  through  lazinefs,  or 
in  fearch  of  fools  and  dupes.  There  are  fome  wretch- 
ed beings  who  flatter  themfelves  they  fhall  efcapc 
their  deftiny  by  running  away  from  it.  There  are 
fome  intrepid  men  who  court  danger ;  others,  with-j 
out  either  ftrength  of  mind  or  virtue,  cannot  fupport 
a  poverty  which  lowers  them  in  fociety  beneath  their 
ilation  or  their  birth.  Ruin  fuddenly  brought  on, 
either  by  gaming,  by  diflipation,  or  by  ill-concerted 
fchemes,  reduces  others  to  a  ftate  pf  indigence  to 
which  they  are  ftrangers,  and  which  they  go  to  con- 
ceal at  the  poles,  or  under  the  equator.  To  thefe 
caufes  may  be  added  others  that  are  produdlive  of 
conftant  emigrations  :  fuch  as,  the  oppreflions  of  bad 
governments,  want  of  religious  toleration,  and  the 
frequency  of  difgraceful  punilhments,  which  drive 
the  guilty  man  from  a  country  where  he  would  be 
obliged  to  walk  with  his  eyes  turned  to  the  ground, 
to  another,  where  he  may  boldly  pafs  for  a  man  of 
probity,  and  look  his  equals  in  the  ^ce. 

No  fooner  had  the  Englifh  difcovered  Archangel, 
about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  and  fet- 
tled a  commerce  with  Ruifia,  than  they  formed  the 
projedl  of  opening  a  way  into  Perfia  by  the  Wolga 
and  the  Cafpian  Sea,  which  would  be  much  eafier 
and  fliorter  than  that  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  were 
obliged  to  fail  round  Africa  and  part  of  Afia,  to  get 
into  the  Gulf  of  Perfia.  A  further  inducement  to 
attempt  this,  was,  that  the  northern  parts  of  Perfia, 
bordering  upon  the  Cafpian  Sea,  produce  much  rich- 
er commodities  than  the  fouthern.  The  filks  of  Chir- 
van,  Mazanderan,  and  more  efpecially  Gilan,  are  the 
beft  in  all  the  £aft,  and  might  be  employed  with  ad- 
vantage in  any  manufadures.     But  the  trade  of  the 
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BOOK  Englifh  was  not  yet  fufficiently  confirmed,  to  en- 
^*    ,  counter  the  difficulties  that  muft  attend  fo  vaft  and 
fo  complicated  an  undertaking. 

Some  years  after,  a  duke  of  Holftein,  who  had  eila-> 
bliihed  fome  filk  manufadures  in  his  dominions,  was 
not  deterred  by  thefe  difficulties.  He  wanted  to  get 
the  raw  filk  from  Perfia,  and  fent  ambafladors  thither, 
of  whom  there  never  has  been  any  other  account  but 
that  of  their  voyage. 

When  the  French  were  convinced  of  the  influence 
of  trade  on  the  political  balance  of  Europe,  they  alfo 
wiihed  to  procure  Perfian  filks  by  the  way  of  Ruffia ; 
but  their  fatal  paffion  for  conqueft  made  them  forget 
this  projeft,  as  well  as  many  others  that  have  been 
fuggeiled  by  men  of  underftanding,  for  the  profpcrity 
of  that  great  nation. 

Peter  I.  guided  by  his  own  genius,  his  own  ex- 
perience, and  the  informatipns  of  foreigners,  could 
not  but  be  fenfible  at  laft,  that  his  fubjefts  were  the 
people  who  ought  to  enrich  themfelves  by  the  pro- 
dudions  of  Perfia,  and  in  procefs  of  time  by  thofe  of 
India.  Accordingly,  in  1 722,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
commotions  that  have  overturned  the  empire  of  the 
Sophis,  that  great  prince  feized  upon  the  fertile  re- 
gions bordering  on  the  Cafpian  Sea.  The  heat  of  the 
climate,  the  dampnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  malignan- 
cy  of  the  air,  deftroyed  the  troops  that  were  left  to 
defend  thofe  conquefts.  Ruffia,  however,  did  not  re- 
folve  to  relinquifh  the  provinces  ftie  had  ufurped,  till 
flie  found,  in  the  year  1736,  that  Kouli  Khan,  who 
had  conquered  the  Turks,  could  compel  her  to  re^ 
ftore  them. 

The  Court  of  Perterfburgh  laid  afidc  all  thoughts 
of  carrying  on  any  commerce  with  that  part  of  the 
world,  when  an  Englifhman  of  the  name  of  Elton 
laid  a  fcheme,  in  1741,  for  putting  his  country  in 
pofleffion  of  it.  This  enterprifing  man  was  in  the 
fervice  of  Ruffia ;  his  propofal  was,-  to  convey  the 
Enghfh  woollen  cloths,  by  way  of  the  Wolga  and  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  to  Perfia,  to  the  north  of  ladoflan,  and 
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to  the  greateft  part  of*  Tartary.     In  confequence  of  B  o  o  k 
this  traffic^  he  was  to  receive  in  exchange,  gold,  and ,     ^'    ^ 
fuch  commodities  as  the  Armenians  fold  at  an  ex-       ' 
travagant  price,  being  mafters  of  all  the  inland  trade 
of  Afia.     This  projeft  was  warmly  adopted  by  the 
Englilh  Conlpany  in  Mufcovy,  and  favoured  by  the 
Ruffian  miniftry. 

But  the  Englifh  adventurer  had  fcarce  begun  to 
put  it  in  execution,  when  Kouli  Khan,  who  wanted 
bold  and  adive  men  to  fecond  his  ambition,  found 
means  to  entice  him  into  his  fervicJe,  and  by  his  af- ' 
Mance  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  Cafpian  Sea; 
The  court  of  Peteriburgh,  exafperated  at  this  treach- 
ery, revoked,  in  1746,  all  the  privileges  they  had 
granted ;  but  this  was  an  ineffediual  remedy  for  fo 
great  an  evil.  The  untimely  death  erf  the  Perfian 
tyrant  was  much  more  likely  to  bring  matters  into 
their  former  ftate* 

That  great  revolution,  which  once  more  plunged 
the  Sophy's  dominions  into  a  more  complete  anarchy 
than  ever,  reftored  to  the  Ruffians  the  dominion 
over  the  Cafpian  Sea.  This  was  a  neceflary  prelude  ^ 
to  the  opening  of  a  trade  with  Perfia  and  India,  but 
was  not  alone  fufficient  to  infure  its  fuccefs  ;  which 
met  with  almoft  infuperable  obftacles  from  the  Ar* 
inenians.  An  adive  nation,  accuftomed  to  the  Eaft- 
em  manners,  in  pofleffion  of  a  large  capital,  extreme- 
ly frugal  in  their  expences,  who  had  already  formed 
connedions  from  time  immemorial,  entered  into  the 
minuteft  details,  and  embraced  the  moil  comprehen* 
five  fpeculationsi :  fuch  a  nation  was  not  eafily  to  be 
fupplanted.  Nor  did  the  court  of  Ruflia  exped  it ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  endeavoured  to  increafe  the 
number  of  thefe  able  merchants,  anciently  fettled  at 
Ailracan.  Its  views  have  not  been  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  It  is  however  exerting  itfelf  to  furmount 
the  obftacles  that  have  prevented  it ;  and  there  is 
much  to  exped  from  the  new  kind  of  fpirit  that  fetms 
to  animate  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ruffia. 
Vol.  n.  R 
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This  empire,  which,  like  all  others,  rofc  from  fraall 
beginnings,  is  become,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  largeft 

Extent,  go-  in  the  world.     Its  extent  from  eaft  to   weft  is  two 

TuSi  thoufend  two  hundred  leagues,  and  from  fouth  to 

and  rcvc- '  north  about  eight  hundred. 

Ruffil^  Excepting  the  provinces  conquered  at  the  begin* 

ning  of  this  century  on  the  borders  of  the  Baltic, 
which  hsive  preferved  all  the  rights  they  before  en- 
joyed ;  the  Ukraine,  which  has  been  maintained  in 
the  poflcflion  of  fome  of  its  rights ;  and  the  wander- 
ing tribes  which  it  has  been  impoffible  to  fubmit  to 
any  regular  fyftem  of  policy  ;  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  empire  are  fiibjed  to  the  fame  form  of  government. 
Dndcr  thefe  arbitrary  laws,  a  body  of  ignorant 
clergy  live,  who  in  former  times  were  formidable, 
but  who  arc  become  tradable  fince  they  have  been 
ftripped  of  the  poflTeffions  lavifhed  upon  them  by  fu- 
perftition,  and  of  the  million  of  flaves  who  ufed  to 
cultivate  them. 

After  this,  a  body  of  nobility  prcfents  themfelves, 
who  are  in  poffeffion  of  moft  of  the  lands,  and  keep 
in  their  dependence  all  the  unfortunate  men  who 
cultivate  them  at  the  fwcat  of  their  brow. 

After  thefe,  comes  the  clafs  of  free  men.  Thefe 
are  fo  obfcure,  that  Europe  has  for  a  long  time  been 
ignorant  of  their  exiftence.  At  prefent  we  know 
that  they  are  compofed  of  fome  foreigners,  moftly 
Germans,  whom  a  rcftlefs  fpirit  has  determined,  or 
neceffity  compelled,  to  feek  a  new  country  j  of  fc- 
veral  happy  and  intelligent  natives,  whofe  chains 
have  been  gradually  broken,  and  who  profefs  the 
arts  and  commerce  in  the  cities  ;  of  a  fmall  number 
of  cultivators,  who  have  entirely  at  their  own  dif- 
pofal  the  poor  inheritance  that  has  been  tranfmitted 
to  them  from  their  anceftors.  The  property  of  thefe 
farmers  becomes,  by  degrees,  the  prey  of  fome  rich 
man,  who,  by  making  them  fome  intercfted  advan- 
ces, has  indulged  them  in  their  laiinefs,  or  in  their 
profufion. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  259 

Laftly,  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  Hate,  if  we  may  give  b 
them  that  name,  are  the  Haves.  At  the  beginning  ^ 
of  the  fixteenth  century,  there  were  few  of  them, 
and  thefe  all  prifoners  of  war.  The  lords  were  then 
in  pofleflion  of  fiefs,  and  the  people  cultivated  lands 
that  belonged  to  them.  A  new  arrangement  took 
place  after  the  conqueft  of  Cazan  and  Aftracan, 
Thefe  beautiful  and  fertile  provinces  were  fo  power- 
ful an  attradion  to  the  Ruffian  peafants,  that  in  or- 
der to  put  a  flop  to  the  emigration,  which  was  be- 
coming general,  the  rigorous  law  which  confined  them 
all  to  their  own  glebe  was  publifhed  in  1 556.  At 
this  fatal  period  they  loft  their  property  as  well  as 
their  perfonal  liberty.  Their  oppreffion  has  fince 
been  increafed,  and  the  human  fpecies  has  been  more 
and  more  degraded. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  caufe  that  has  retarded  or 
annihilated  the  population  throughout  the  whole  em- 
pire. In  1755,  it  did  not  contain  more  than  eight 
million  nine  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixteen  males.  Suppofing  the  numbef 
of  womeh  equal  to  that  of  men,  the  whole  amounted 
to  feventeen  million  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-two  fouls.  To  this  number 
were  added  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants 
of  the  provinces  taken  from  Sweden  in  the  beginning 
of  the  century  ;  and' it  was  then  found  that  Ruffia 
had  under  its  dominion  nineteen  million  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two  fub- 
jeds,  exclufive  of  the  clergy,  the  nobility  and  the 
army.  If  the  wars  with  Pruffia,  Poland,  and  Tur- 
key,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  rebellions,  have  fince 
occafioned  an  evident  diminution  of  the  former  po- 
pulation ;  the  great  acquifitions  recently  made  in  Li- 
thuania, muft  have  filled  the  deficiency  caufed  by 
thefe  dreadful  fcourges. 

In  ftates,  where  the  population  is  not  numerous, 
the  public  revenue  cannot  be  confiderable.  It  was 
fcarce  any  thing  in  money,  when  Peter  I.  afcended 
the  throne.     This  prince  raifed  it  to  thirty- five  mil- 
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BOO  K  lions  [1^4.58,3^331.  6s.  8d.].  Anna  brought  it  up  to 
.  y*  .  fixty  [2,500,000!.],  and  Elizabeth  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  [5,000,000!.].  It  was  carried 
ftill  higher  during  the  war  with  the  Turks,  but  was 
reduced,  at  the  peace,  to  the  ftandard  it  was  at  when 
tfie  troubles  commenced.  At  this  period,  the  trea- 
fury  owed  rather  confiderable  fums  to  the  Genoefe 
and  Hollanders,  which  have  iince  been  paid  ofi*. 
It  owed  to  the  nation  near  two  hundred  millions 
[8,333,333!.  6s.  8d.]  in  bank  bills,  for  which  it  had 
mortgaged  a  quantity  of  copper  dillributed  in  the 
different  coffers  of  the  empire. 

It  is  an  opinion  generally  received,  that  the  people 
are  groaning  under  the  weight  of  their  taxes.  Even 
after  the  burden  has  been  much  alleviated,  it  mufl: 
ftill  be  more  lightened,  if  the  arts  do  not  multiply, 
and  efpecially  if  agriculture  be  not  remarkably  im- 
proved. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  encourage  it  in  the  northern 
provinces ;  nothing  can  thrive  in  thofe  frozen  de- 
ferts.  The  fcattered  inhabitants  of  this  inhofpitable 
climate  will  never  be  fupplied  with  any  kind  of  food 
and  raiment,  except  what  they  can  procure  from 
birds,  fifh,  and  wild  beafts  ;  nor  will  they  ever  have 
any  thing  befide  thefe  to  pay  their  taxes  with.  * 

Further  from  the  north,  nature  begins  to  wear  a 
milder  afpedl,  and  the  country  is  more  populous,  and 
more  capable  of  vegetation.  In  moft  of  the  provin- 
ces, the  labourer  is  in  want  of  nothing  but  more  per- 
fed:  utenfils,  better  methods  and  more  extenfive 
means  for  cultivation.  The  progrefs  of  knowledge 
gives  reafon  to  think  that  thefe  deficiencies  will  be 
remedied.  Particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
Ukraine,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  fruitful  coun- 
try in  the  known  world.  It  fupplies  Ruffia  with  moft 
of  her  home  confumption  and  articles  of  trade ;  and 
yet  Ihe  does  not  receive  the  twentieth  part  of  what 
it  might  be  made  to  produce.  The  goverqment  will 
fucceed  the  more  readily  in  encouraging  rural  labours, 
as  the  Ruffians  have  an  averfion  for  refiding  in  towns, 
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and  that  they  have  iron  at  their  difpofal,  which  is  b  o  o  k 
the  great  and  ineftimable  primum  mobile  of  agricul- .     J*    . 
turc.     Nature  has  furnilhed  it  in  plenty  to  mod  of 
the  countries  of  the  empire,  and  has  given  it  to  Si- 
beria in  as  perfed  a  ftate  as  even  to  Sweden. 

Befide  thefe  iron  mines,  there  are  alfo  others  which 
contain  thofe  precious  metals  that  have  excited  the 
cupidity  of  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages.  The  filver 
mines  near  Argun  have  long  been  known ;  and  others, 
both  of  filver  and  gold,  have  lately  been  difcovered 
in  the  country  of  the  Baflcirs.  It  would  be  prudent 
in  fome  nations  to  condemn  thefe  fources  of  wealth 
to  oblivion ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  Ruflia,  where  • 
all  the  inland  provinces  are  fo  poor,  that  they  are 
fcarcely  acquainted  with  thofe  figns  that  have  been 
univerfally  agreed  upon  to  reprefent  every  article  of 
comtnerce. 

The  trade  which  the  Ruffians  have  opened  with  ^^f^J 
China,  Perfia,  Turkey,  and  Poland,  confifts  princi-Ruffii^ 
cipally  in  furs,  fuch  as  ermine,  fables,  white  wolves, 
and  black  foxes  fkins,  which  all  come  from  Siberia. 
Although  the  caprice  of  the  confumers  has  raifed  the 
value  of  thefe  precious  furs  beyond  what  could  have 
been  expeded,  yet  their  price  is  ftill  increafing. 
Thefe  commercial  connedlions  fhould  be  extended  to 
other  objedls. 

The  exchanges  of  the  empire  with  the  ftates  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  were  reckoned  nothing,  or  very  in- 
confiderable.  They  will  foon  become  of  confequence, 
if  the  Ruffians  know  how  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
right  acquired  by  the  laft  treaties,  of  paffing  from 
the  Black  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  Black  Sea.  This  privilege, 
which  no  other  nation  had  yet  obtained,  and  which 
none  has  acquired  fince,  muft  give  to  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  Ruffians  a  degree  of  extenfion,  the 
boundaries  of  which  it  would  be  prefumptuous  to  fix. 

But  the  greateft  demand  for  the  produce  of  the 
country  will  always  be  on  the  coafts  of  the  Baltic  ; 
fince  it  is  a  fad,  that  the  merchandife  which  con- 
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BOOK  ftantly  goes  from  the  fingle  port  of  Peterfbargb,  ex- 
,  ^'  ^  ceeds  by  a  ninth  part  the  quantity  that  is  fent  from 
the  other  two-and-forty  culloms  of  the  empire.  In 
1773,  the  exports  of  Ruffia,  including  the  duty  of 
five-and-twenty  per  cent,  claimed  by  the  fovereign, 
amounted  to  106,401,735  livres  [4,433,4061.  2s.  6d.]  : 
the  imports,  including  the  fame  duty,  did  not  exceed 
66,544,005  livres  [2,772,6661.  17$.  6d.].  Cphfeqiient- 
ly  the  apparent  balance  was  39,5571830  livres 
[1,648,2421.  1 8s.  4d.].  We  have  laid  the  apparent 
balance ;  for  it  is  well  known,  by  all  perfons  whq  are 
converfant  in  thcfe  matters,  that  the  articles  which 
come  into  the  cquntry,  being  generally  of  a  fmaller 
bulk  th^n  thofe  which  go  out  of  it,  muft  neceffarily 
furnifli  more  frequent  opportunities  of  fmuggling. 

No  country  is  fo  happily  lituated  as  Ruflia  is  for 
extending  its  commerce.  Almoft  all  its  rivers  are 
navigable.  Peter  the  Great  improved  this  natural 
advantage  by  the  affiftance  of  art,  and  ordered  canals 
to  be  cut  to  join  thofe  rivers  together.  The  mod  im- 
portant of  them  are  finiflied ;  others  are  not  quite 
completed,  and  fome  are  only  planned.  Such  is  the 
grand  projed  of  joining  the  Cafpian  Sea  to  the  Euxipe, 
by  digging  a  canal  from  the  Tanais  to  the  Wolga. 

Unfortunately,  thefe  mean^,  which  render  the  cir- 
culation of  all  commodities  fo  eafy  throughout  the 
whole  empire,  and  which  open  fo  ready  a  communi- 
cation with  all  parts  of  the  globe,  are  rendered  ufelefs 
by  a  multiplicity  of  obftacles.  The  government  has 
taken  off  part  of  the  reftraints  which  had  arifen  from 
defedive  inftitutions.  Thofe  which  are  owing  to  the 
manners  will  not  fo  eafily  be  got  the  better  of. 

Peter  I.  decreed  that  the  vaffals  who  were  pofleffed 
of  2500  livres  [104I.  3s.  4d.],  fliould  have  the  right 
of  being  free,  upon  condition  that  they  and  theit 
^efcendants.lhould  pay  annually  to  the  heirs  of  their 
former  mailer,  what  he  exaded  from  them  before 
their  freedom.  Thefe  new  citizens,  without  either  edu- 
cation or  principles,  mollly  became  merchants ;  they 
brought  with  them  into  their  recent  fituation  the 
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vices  they  had  contraded  in  fervitude,  and  tranfmit-  book 
ted  them  to  their  pofterity.     The  prefent  generation      v. 
ftill  partakes  of  its  origin.  ' 

The  laws  do  not  allow  the  foreign  merchants  to 
buy  up  the  produdlions  of  the  empire,  in  any  other 
place  except  in  the  ports ;  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
government,  the  natives  hare*  not,  or  cannot  appear 
to  have,  capitals  confiderable  enough  to  form  large 
magazines.  Traders  are  therefore  under  a  neceflity 
of  employing  fome  Ruffian  agent  to  make  the  pur- 
chafes.  This  man,  at  the  time  of  his  undertaking 
the  bufinefs,  always  requires  half  of  the  ftipulated 
price  ;  and  the  reft  is  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  of 
the  goods.  Thefe  are  feldom  fo  good  as  they  Ihould 
be;  and  yet  the  purchafer  does  not  often  refufe  them, 
either  becaufe  he  has  fome  orders  to  fulfil,  or  becaufe 
he  is  apprehenfive,  not  without  reafon,  that  he  fhalL 
lofe  all  the  money  he  has  advanced. 

If  the  foreigner  fliould  have  any  thing  to  fell,  he 
cannot  find  purchafers  unlefs  he  will  allow,  them  a 
credit  of  a  year,  or  a  year  and  a  half.  At  the  time 
of  payment,  they  ufually  alk  for  a  frefli  indulgence. 
If  it  be  refufed  them,  they  are  condemned  to  an  in- 
tereft  of  eighteen  per  cent.  The  more  the  debt  in- 
creafes,  the  more  diftant  is  the  will  or  the  poffibility  . 
of  fatisfying  it.  '  Even  the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  re- 
gulations contrived  to  prevent  or  to  punifli  bankrupt- 
cies, is  favourable  to  the  infolvent  or  fraudulent  debtor. 
It  feldom  happens  that  the  mercy  of  the  judges,  or 
the  corruption  of  the  courtiers,  does  not  fcreen  them 
from  the  punifhments  decreed  againrt:  them  by  law. 
Powerful  prote<aions,  if  they  fliould  be  neceilary,  will 
gratify  the  vengeance  of  the  deluded  creditor ;  but 
after  he  has  obtained  thefe  decrees,  purchafed  at  a 
very  high  price,  he  will  only  be  more  certainly  dif- 
appointed  in  the  expedation  of  recovering  any  thing 
that  was  due  to  him. 

Thefe  diflioncft  ads  and  depredations  have  not  pre- 
vented the  trade  of  the  empire  from  making  a  toler- 
able progrefs.     This  would  have  been  more  rapid, 
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BOOK  and  more  confiderable,  if  the  phyfical  and  natural 
,  y*  .  advantages  had  not  been  obftinatel^  oppofed  by  po- 
litical or  moral  caufes ;  if  a  miniftry,  feduced  or  cor- 
rupted, had  not  put  a  flop  to  competition,  by  favqur^ 
ing  England  to  the  prejudice  of  other  nations,  A 
better  arrangement  in  this,  interefting  part  of  admi- 
niftration  would  contribute  much  to  the  public  felici- 
ty. Let  us  fee  what  influence  the  army  could  have 
upon  it. 
ftJw^  of  Wb^^  Vetev  I.  afcended  the  throne,  the  military 
Ruffisu  ^  ill  Ruflia  confifted  only  of  40,000  Strehtg,  undifpi- 
plined  and  ferocious  men,  who  had  no  courage  but 
againft  the  people  whom  they  oppreifedi  and  ag^nit 
the  fovercign,  whom  they  depofed  or  murdered  at 
pleafure.  This  great  prince  difbanded  thofe  feditiousi 
troops,  and  eftabUIhed  an  army,  modelled  after  thofe 
of  the  other  ftates  in  Europe. 

Since  the  death  of  this  reformer  of  the  empire,  the 

troops  have  been  ftill  more  improved,  and  efpecially 

^    increafed.    They  have  been  gradually  raifed  to  three 

hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand  four  hundred  an4 

fifty- feven  men. 

Notwithftanding  the  bravery,  number,  and  difci- 
pline  of  its  troops,  Ruflia  is,  of  all  the  powers,  that 
which  ought  to  be  the  mod  cautious  of  expofing  the 
lives  of  its  fubjedls.  The  defire  of  increasing  a  terr* 
ritory  already  too  extenfive,  Ihould  never  tempt  the 
Ruflians  far  from  their  own  frontiers,  or  induce  them 
to  begin  hoftilities*  Ruflia  will  never  form  a  clofe 
and  compad  fl:ate,  or  become  an  enlightened  and 
flourifhing  nation,  unlefs  it  fliould  renounce  the  yage 
of  conqueft,  to  apply  folely  to  the  ^rts  of  peace. 
None  of  its  neighbours  can  compel  it  to  depart  from 
this  falutary  fyftem. 

On  the  north  fide,  the  empire  is  better  guarded 
by  the  Frozen  fea,  than  it  would  be  by  fquadrons 
and  fortreflfes. 

To  the  Eaft,  a  fingle  battalion  and  two  field  pieces 
would  difperfe  all  the  hordes  of  Tartars  that  flioul4 
attempt  to  mqleft  it. 
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Should  Perfia  ever  again  become  powerful  enough  book 
to  make  any  attempts  againfl  this  empire,  they  would  ..  . 

be  rendered  ineffedual  by  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  by 
thofe  immenfe  deferts  which  feparate  that  country 
from  Ruifia. 

To  the  South,  feditions,  ignorance,  want  of  difci- 
pline,  and  every  kind  of  corruption  that  difgraces  a 
nation,  had  for  a  century  pail  ihaken  the  Ottoman 
empire.  The  Ruffians  have  fallen  unawares  upon 
the  Turks,  in  this  (late  of  degradation,  and  have  con- 
tributed  to  enfeeble  them  Hill  more.  They  have 
broken  the  ties  which  attached  the  Tartars  to  this 
dominion;  and  by  procuring  the  ceffion  of  fome 
forts  and  harbours  in  the  Crimea,  have  fecured  to 
themfelves  the  power  of  regulating,  as  their  policy 
requires,  the  movements  of  this  indefatigable,  de- 
ftruftive,  ^nd  ferocious  body  of  horfe. 

To  the  Weft,  the  Ruffians  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  Poles,  who  never  had  any  fortified  towns, 
nor  troops,  nor  revenue,  nor  government,  and  who 
have  lately  been  deprived  of  half  of  their  territory. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  Sweden  loft  thofe 
of  her  conquefts  from  which  (he  derived  ftrength  and 
riches.  Whatever  degree  of  energy  (he  may  acquire 
from  her  new  conftitution,  (he  vrUl  never  become  a 
formidable  power.  Far  from  being  in  a  condition  to 
aggrandize  herfelf  at  the  expence  of  the  Ruffians,  (he 
will,  on  the  contrary,  always  have  reafon  to  fear,  that 
fhe  (hall  be  deprived  by  them  of  what  ftill  remains  to 
her  in  Finland. 

It  may  poffibly  happen,  that  the  fault  which  the 
Court  of  Peter(burghh  as  committed,  in  approximating 
the  ^ruffian  territory  to  their  po(relfions,  may  one  day 
pccafion  ho(tilities.  Some  f;ivourable  circumftances 
may  perhaps  determine  this  new  neighbour  to  make 
good  the  claims  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  upon  Li- 
vonia ;  and  then  the  blood  of  the  Ruffians  and  Pruf- 
fians  would  ftain  the  waters  of  the  Baltic,  and  would 
be  confounded  under  the  walls  of  Riga.  The  am- 
bition of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg  willC  however,  bp 
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K  too  habitually  oppofed  on  the  fide  of  Gennany,  to 
prevent  that  power  from  raifing  any  confiderable 
alarms  in  the  North. 

We  leam,  from  thefe  obfervations,  that  the  empire 
might  diminif^  conliderably  its  land  forces,  if  they 
were  deftined  only  to  guard  its  provinces  from  inva- 
fion  :  but  as  their  chief  employment  is  to  retain  un- 
der the  yoke  people  who  are  always  diflatisfied  with 
an  oppreffive  government,  it  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to 
determine  how  far  they  ought  to  be  reduced.  The 
navy  muft  be  confidered  in  another  point  of  view. 

The  inconfiderable  connedions  of  Rufiia  with  the 
reft  of  Europe  were  wholly  carried  on  by  land,  when 
the  Englifti,  in  feeking  a  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by 
the  northern  feas,  difcovered  the  port  of  Archangel. 
Having  failed  up  the  Dwina,  they  came  to  Mofcow, 
and  there  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  trade. 

Ruffia  had  as  yet  no  other  communication  with 
her  neighbours  but  by  this  port,  when  Peter  I.  in- 
vited the  traders  who  frequented  the  White  Sea  to 
come  to  the  Baltic,  and  endeavoured  to  procure  a 
more  extenfive  and  advantageous  mart  for  the  pro- 
dudions  of  his  empire.  His  creative  genius  foon 
enlarged  his  views ;  and  he  was  ambitious  of  making 
his  country  become  a  maritime  power. 

His  firft  attention  was  engaged  in  the  conftrudHon 
of  veflels  fit  for  the  defence  of  his  own  coafts,  and 
for.  attacking  thofe  of  his  neighbours.  Thefe  are 
galleys  of  different  dimenfions,  fome  of  which  are 
fitted  for  cavalry,  but  a  greater  number  for  infantry. 
As  the  troops  themfelves,  who  are  taught  to  manage 
the  oar,  compofe  the  crews,  the  galleys  are  armed 
without  expence  or  delay.  The  anchor  is  dropped 
every  night,  and  the  forces  land  where  they  are  leaft 
expelled. 

When  the  landing  is  effeded,  the  troops  draw  the 
galleys  on  fliore,  and  form  an  intrenched  camp  of 
them.  Part 4  of  the  army  are  left  to  guard  them ; 
and  the  reft  are  difperfed  about  the  country,  upon 
which  contributions  are  to  be  levied.     When  the  ex- 
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pedition  is  at  an  end,  they    re-eirlbark,  in  order  to  b  o  o  k 
renew  the  fame  plunder  and  devaftation  on  fome, 
other  fpot.     A  number  of  experiments  have  fliowa 
(he  efficacy  of  thefe  armaments. 

This  fuccefsful  beginning  encouraged  the  reform- 
er of  SLuflia  to  attempt  to  have  large  fhips  :  and  it 
was  at  Cronftadty  which  ferves  as  a  harbour  to  Feterf* 
burgh,  that  he  ilationed  his  fleets. 

The  fea  is  not  broad  enough  before  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour.  The  fhips  that  are  coming  in  are  for- 
cibly driven,  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  Nava,  upon 
the  4angerous  coafts  of  Finland.  The  way  to  it  is 
through  a  channel  fo  full  of  breakers,  that  they  can- 
not be  avoided,  unlefs  the  weather  be  remarkably 
fine.  The  fhips  foon  rot  in  the  harbour.  The  fail- 
ing of  the  fquadrons  is  greatly  retarded  by  the  ice. 
There  is  no  getting  out  but  with  an  eafterly  wind  ; 
and  the  wefterly  winds  blow  in  thofe  latitudes  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fummer.  Another  inconvenience 
is,  that  the  dock-yards  are  at  Peterlburgh,  from 
whence  the  fhips  cannot  get  to  Cronftadt,  without 
palling  over  a  very  dangerous  flat  that  lies  in  the 
middle  of  the  river. 

If  Peter  I.  had  not  had  that  partiality  which  great 
men,  as  well  as  others,  have  for  their  own  plans,  he 
might  eafily  have  been  made  fenfible  that  Cronftadt 
and  Peteriburg  were  improper  places  for  the  naval 
forces  of  Rufiia,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  expe<a 
that  art  fhould  remove  every  natural  difadvantage. 
He  would  have  given  the  preference  to  Revel,  which 
is  much  better  caculated  for  this  important  purpofe. 
Perhaps,  more  mature  reflections  would  even  have 
convinced  him,  that  it  was  not  yet  the  proper  time 
for  him  to  afpire  to  this  kind  of  power. 

It  is  demonflrated  both  by  reafon  and  experience^ 
that  a  military  navy  muft  have  for  its  bafis  a  trading 
one.  RufSa,  of  all  the  European  nations,  is  that, 
which  the  abundance  of  its  naval  ftores  and  the 
bulk  and  quantity  of  its  produdions,  invites  to  a 
more  adive  and  more  extenfive  commerce.    There 
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BOOK  was  not  however  a  fingle  trading  veflel  in  the  whole 
,     ^'  J  empire,  when  the  plan  was  adopted  of  fupplying  it 
with  a  fleet.     The  founder  of  an  empire,  who  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  natural  progrefs  of  things, 
would  have  firft  turned  his  views  towards  a  commer- 
cial navy.    This  political  arrangment  was  fubverted ; 
and  the  fucceflbrs  of  Peter  L  have  never  deviated 
from  this  erroneous  fyftem.     None  of  them  have 
thought  of  furmoimting  the  fobftacles  which,  arifing 
from  a  number  of  defedive  inftitutions,  have  thwart- 
ed mercantile  expeditions,  by  which  good  crews  are 
formed.     They  have  all  confined  themfelves  to  the 
fyftem  of  maintaining   and   multiplying  fquadrons, 
which  cannot  have  either  knowledge  or  experience. 
At  prefent  this  navy,  the  expence  of  which  is  ufe- 
lefs,  is  compofed  upon  the  Baltic  of  thirty  Ihips  of 
the  line,   and   twenty -one  frigates;  in  the   fea   of 
Azoph,   it  confifts  of  eleven  fhips   of  war,   which 
fcarce  draw  eleven  feet  of  water  :  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Danube,  of  feven  or  eight  large  barks,  armed 
with  guns  of  no  inconliderable  diameter.     It  would 
be  proper  to  difband  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  forces, 
till  methods  had   been  put  in  pradice  to    render 
them  ufeful. 
obfttckf        The  changes  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  fuggeft 
▼Jmthc""  ^^^  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  render  Ruffia  a  flourifh- 
profpcrity  iug  ftatc  J  but  this  is  not  the  only  thing  required. 
MedVim    To  iufurc  the  continuance  of  her  profperity,  fome 
that  might  ftability  muft  be  given  to  the  order  of  the  fucceffion. 
tofuTOountThe  crown  of  Ruffia  was  long  hereditary;  Peter  I. 
«*»c»«        made  it  patrimonial;  and  it  became,  as  it  were,  elec- 
tive at  the  laft  revolution.     But  every  nation  wifties 
to  know  upon  what  right  its  government  is  eftablifh- 
ed  ;  and  the  claim  that  has  the  greateft  effeft  up- 
on  the   people  is  birth-right.     When  this   evident 
mark  of  fucceffion  is  removed  from  the  eyes  of  the 
multitude,  univerfal  revolt  and  diflenfion  prevail. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  give  the  people  a  fovereign 
whom  they  cannot  refufe  to  acknowledge :  that  fo- 
vereign muft  make  them  happy  ;  and  this  can  never 
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be  done  in  Rufiia,  till  ^he  form  of  government  be  b  o  o  k 
changed.  v- 

Slavery,  in  whatever  fenfe  we  underftand  the  " 
word,  is  the  date' into  which  the  whole  nation  is 
fallen.  Among  the  fubjedts  of  this  empire,  who  are 
confidered  as  free,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  is 
morally  certain  of  the  fafety  of  his  perfon,  of  the 
permanent  property  of  his  fortune,  or  of  liberty, 
which  may  not  be  taken  from  him,  except  in  cafes 
previoufly  determined  by  law. 

Under  fuch  a  govternment,  no  tie  can  fubfift  be- 
tween the  members  and  their  head.  If  he  ihould 
be  always  formidable  to  them,  they  are  no  lefs  fo  to 
him.  The  ftrength  he'  exerts  to  opprefs  them,  is  no 
other  than  their  own  united  ftrength  turned  againft 
themfelves.  I^efpair,  or  a  nobler  fentiment,  may 
every  inftant  turn  it  againft  him. 

The  refpedl  due  to  the  memory  of  fo  great  a  man 
as  Peter  I.  ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  declaring 
that  his  talents  did  not  enable  him  at  one  view  to 
difcovei?  every  requifite  neceflary  to  form  a  well-con- 
ftituted  ftate.  He  was  naturally  a  man  of  genius, 
and  had  been  infpired  with  a  love  of  glory.  This 
palfion  made  him  adive,  patient,  ailiduous,  indefa- 
tigable,  and  capable  of  conquering  every  difficulty 
which  nature,  ignorance,  or  cuftom,  could  oppofe, 
to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprifes.  With 
thefe  virtues,  and  the  foreign  aids  he  called  in,  he 
fucceeded  in  eftablifliing  an  army,  a  fleet,  and  a  fea- 
port.  He  made  feveral  regulations  neceflary  for  the 
profecution  -of  his  great  projeAs ;  but  though  he  has 
been  generally  extolled  as  a  lawgiver,  he  only  enabl- 
ed two  or  three  laws,  and  thofe  bear  the  ftamp  of  a 
favage  difpofition.  He  never  proceeded  fo  far  as  to 
combine  the  happinefs  of  his  people  with  his  own 
perfonal  greatnels.  After  his  noble  inftitutions,  his 
people  were  as  wretched  as  ever ;  and  ftill  groaned 
under  poverty,  flavery  and  oppreflion.  He  never 
relaxed  in  any  one  inftance  his  arbitrary  power,  but 
rather  made  it  more  oppreffive ;  and  bequeathed  to 
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^his  fucceflbrs  that  deteftable  ^nd  pernicious  idea,  that 
'  the  fubjeds  are  nothing,  and  that  the  fovereign  is 
aU- 

Since  his  death,  this  mifchievous  fyftem  has  been 
conftantly  purfued.  It  has  been  impoflible  to  incul- 
cate the  idea  that  liberty  is  the  birth-right  of  all  men ; 
that  every  well-regulated  fociety  ought  to  be  direct* 
ed  to  the  general  good  j  and  that  it  is  power  obtain- 
ed by  unlawful  means  which  has  deprived  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  globe  of  this  natural  advantage. 

Such  has  been  the  opinion  of  Catherine  II.  As 
foon  as  this  celebrated  princefs  had  aflumed  the  reins 
of  government,  a  report  was  fpread  on  all  fides,  that 
her  defign  was  to  reign  over  free  men.  At  •the  in* 
ftant  when  her  intentions  began  to  tranfpire,  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  thoufand  vaflals  were  preparing 
a  revolt  againft  their  matters.  Many  of  the  lords, 
who  refided  upon  their  eftates,  were  maflacred.  This 
commotion,  the  confequences  of  which  might  have 
fubveftcd  the  ftate,  made  it  evident,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflkry  to  tame  the  bears  before  their  chains  were 
broken ;  and  that  wholeforae  laws,  and  a  diffufion  of 
knowledge,  ought  to  precede  liberty. 

Immediately,  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  was  planned  ; 
and  it  was  defired  that  this  code  Ihould  be  approved 
of  by  the  people  themfelves,  in  order  that  they  might 
refpedl  and  adhere  to  it  as  their  own  work.  My 
cbudren^  faid  the  fovereign  to  the  deputies  of  hervaft 
dominions,  confider  well  with  me  the  inter ejls  of  the  na- 
tion :  let  us  unite  in  drawing  up  a  body  of  laws ^  that  may 
eftabUfb  public  felicity  upon  a  permanent  bafts. 

Catherine  attended  afterwards  to  the  forming  of 
men ;  and  was  direfted  in  her  plan,  by  a  bold  and 
ftriking  truth,  addrefled  to  Peter  I.  That  prince 
was  flattering  himfelf  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  from 
the  return  of  the  young  men  whom  he  had  fent  to 
acquire  knowledge  in  the  moft  enlightened  countries 
of  Europe ;  when  his  buffoon,  who  was  attending  to 
him,  folded  a  piece  of  paper  as  hard  as  he  poflibly 
could,  and  prefenting  it  to  him,  challenged  him  to 
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efface  the  marks  of  the  fold.    But  if  it  were  impoiE-  book 
ble  to  reform  RufEa  in  a  barbarous  ftate,  what  hopes  ,    ^*    j 
can  there  be  of  reforming  it  in  a  corrupt  one  ?  If  it       ' 
were  impoffible  to  give  good  morals  to  a  people 
who  had  none,    how  can  we  exped  to  inftil  them 
into  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  tainted  with  bad 
ones  ?  Thefe  confiderations  have  determined  Cathe- 
rine to  leave  the  prefent  generation  to  itfelf,  and  t© 
give  her  whole  attention  to  pofterity. 

By  her  care,  fchools  have  been  eftablifhed,  in 
which  the  nobility  of  both  fexes  are  inftruded  in  the 
ufeful  fciences,  and  in  the  agreeable  arts.  Wife  men, 
who  have  feen  thefe  inftitutions  on  the  fpot,  have 
cenfured  the  frivoloufnefs  and  parade  that  prevails 
in  them :  but  refledion  will  fooner  or  later  corred 
any  defeds  they,  may  have. 

Other  eftabhfhments,  perhaps  ftill  more  neceffary, 
have  been  formed  in  favour  of  the  people.  There  it 
is  that  young  men,  and  young  girls,  receive,  in  fe- 
parate  dwellings,  during  a  term  of  fifteen  years,  all 
the  kinds  of  inftrudion  adapted  to  the  employments 
or  profeffions  they  are  to  exercife.  When  the  fo- 
cial  virtues  hdve  taken  deep  root  in  their  hearts ; 
when  it  has  been  imprefled  upon  them,  that  honour 
is  the  moil  noble  recompenfe  of  a  virtuous  mind,  and 
that  fhame  is  its  moft  dreadful  punifhment,  thefe  pu« 
pils,  bom  in  a  fjtate  of  flavery,  will  no  longer  have 
any  mailer,  and  will  become  citizens  in  the  utmoil 
extent  of  the  word.  The  good  principles  in  which 
they  have  been  educated,  will  diffufe  themfelves,  in 
procefs  of  time,  from  the  centre  of  the  empire  to  the 
moil  remote  provinces ;  and  with  the  morals  which 
muil  necei&rily  refult  from  them,  a  well-regulated 
liberty  will  be  extended,  which  muil  infure  the  fe* 
licity  of  the  nation,  under  the  eafy  reilraint  of  the 
kws. 

To  accelerate  the  progrefs,  alwaj^  too  flow,  of  a 
wife  legiflation,  and  a  good  education,  it  would  per- 
haps be  proper  to  choofe  out  one  of  the  moll  fertile 
provinces  of  the  empire,  to  ered  habitations  there» 
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B  o  o  K  to  fupply  them  with  all  the  implements  of  hufbandry^ 
.  „  ^y*  _^  and  to  allot  a  portion  of  land  to  each  houfe.  It  would 
then  be  advifable  to  invite  free  men  from  civilized 
countries,  to  give  them  the  entire  property  of  the 
houfes  and  lands  prepared  for  them,  to  fecure  to 
them  a  fubfiftence  for  three  years,  and  to  have  them 
governed  by  a  chief  who  ihould  have  no  property  in 
the  country.  A  toleration  fhould  be  granted  to  all 
religions,  and  confequently  private  arid  domeftic  wor- 
Ihip  fhould  be  allowed,  but  no  public  form  of  wor- 
fliip  ihould  be  eftablifhed. 

From  hence  the  feeds  of  liberty  would  fpread  all 
over  the  empire :  the  adjacent  countries  would  fee 
the  happinefs  of  thefe  colonifts,  and  wifh  to  be  as 
happy  as  they.  Were  1  to  be  caft  among  favages, 
I  would  not  bid  them  build  huts  to  fhelter  them  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  j .  they  would  only 
laugh  at  me ;  but  I  would  build  one  myfelf.  When 
the  fevere  feafon  came  on,  I  fhould  enjoy  the  bene- 
fit of  my  forefight  J  the  favage  would  fee  it,  and  next 
year  he  would  imitate  me.  It  is  the  fame  thmg 
with  an  enflaved  nation ;  we  are  not  to  bid  them 
be  free ;  but  we  are  to  lay  before  their  eyes  the 
fweets  of  liberty,  and  they  will  wifh  for  them. 

I  would  by  no  means  impofe  upon  my  colonifls  the 
burden  of  the  firfl  expences  I  had  incurred  on  their 
account ;  much  lefs  would  I  entail  the  pretended 
debt  upon  their  offspring.  This  would  be  falfe  and 
inhuman  policy.  Is  not  a  flate  fufficiently  rewarded 
by  a  man  of  twenty,  twenty-five,  or  thirty  years  of 
age,  who  voluntarily  devotes  his  perfon,  his  ftrcngth, 
his  talents,  and  his  life,  to  the  fervice  of  the  pubUc  ? 
Muft  he  pay  a  rentlikewife  for  the  prcfelit  he  makes? 
When  he  becomes  opulent,  he  may  be  confidered 
as  a  fubjed,  but  not  till  the  third  or  fourth  generation, 
if  the  projed  be  meant  to  fucceed,  and  if  the  people 
can  be  brought  to  that  condition,  the  advantages  of 
which  they  have  had  time  to  be  acquainted  with. 

In  this  new  arrangement,  where  the  interefls  of 
the  monarch  will  be  blended  with  thofe  of  the  fub* 
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jed,  iii  otdcr  to  ftraigthen  Ruffia,  flie  muft  aim  le(s  b  o  q  k 
sit  glory,  alnd  facrifice  the  influence  fhe  has  aifumed ,  ^* 
oyer  the  general  affairs  of  Europe.  Peterfburgh, 
which  has  improperly  been  made  a  capital,  muft  be 
reduced  to  a  mere  comxtteictal  ftaple ;  and  the  feat 
of  government  transferred  to  the  heart  of  the  empire. 
It  is  from  fuch  a  centre  of  dominion,  that  a  wife  fo- 
vereign,  acqu^nted  with  the  wants  and  refources  of 
his  people,  will  eflS^ually  Idbour  to  unite  the  de- 
tacl^  parts  erf"  that  krge  empire.  From  the  fup- 
preflion  of  every  kind  of  flavery  will  fpnng  up  a  mid- 
dle ftate  among  the  people,  ivithout  which,  neither 
arts,  maimers,  nor  learnings  ever  ezifted  id  any  na- 
tion. 

Till  this  (hall  be  ac^omplifhed,  the  court  of  Ruffia 
tvill  eiKleavour  in  vain  to  enlighten  the  nation^  by 
inviting  famous  men  from  all  countries.  Thofe  ex- 
otics wiU  periih  there,  as  foreign  plants  do  in*our 
green-houfes.  In  vain  will  they  ereft  fchools  and 
academies  at  Peterfburgh  ;  in  vain  will  they  fend  pu- 
pils to  Paris  and  to  Rome^  to  be  trained  up  nnder 
the  beft  mafters*  Thofe  young  men,  on  their  return 
from  their  travels,  will  be  forced  to  neglei^  their  ta- 
lents, and  embrace  an  inferior  ftation  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence.  In  all  undertakings,  much  depends  upon 
the  firft  fteps  we  take  ;  and  the  firft  ftep  is  certainly 
to  encourage  mechanic  arts,  and  the  lower  clafles  of 
men.  If  we  learn  to  till  the  ground,  to  drefe  (kins, 
to  raanufafture  our  wool,  we  Ihall  foon  fee  wealthy 
families  fpring  up.  From  thefe  will  arife  children, 
who,  not  chooiing  to  follow  thi  laborious  profdfipns 
of  their  fathers,  will  begin  to  think,  to  converfe,  to 
write,  and  to  imitate  nature ;  and  then  we  ihall  have 
pliilofopfaers,  oratx^rs,  poets,  painters,  and  ftatuaries* 
Their  produdions  will  be  fought  after  by  rich  men, 
and  they  will  purchafe  them.  As  long  as  men  are 
in  want,  they  will  work,  and  continue  their  labour 
till  their  wants  are  fatisfied.  l^hen  they  become  in- 
dolent, and  unable  to  employ  their  time ;  and  thus 
the  finer  arts  are  in  all  places  the  oflTspring  of  genius 
Vol.  II  S 
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BOOK  and  indolence,  for  men  fly  to  them  when  they  have 

,     ^'      no  other  refomxes. 

'  If  we  attend  to  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  we  find 

hulbandmen  plundered  by  robbers ;  thefe  huiband- 
men  feled  a  few  among  themfelvqs  to  oppofe  the  rob- 
bers, and  thus  they  commence  foldiers.  While  fome 
are  reaping,  and  the  reft  are  upon  guard,  fome  perfons 
looking  on  fay  to  the  labourers  and  foldiers ;  *  You 

*  feem  to  be  hard  at  work  ;  if  you  that  are  hulband- 

*  men  will  feed  us,  and  you  that  are  foldiers  will  de- 

*  fend  us,  we  will  beguile  your  labours  with  our  fongs 

*  and  dances.'  Hence  the  origin  of  the  trobadour, 
or  bard,  and  of  the  man  of  fcience.  In  procefs  of 
time,  the  latter  is  fometimes  joined  with  the  chief 
againft  the  people,  and  fings  the  praifes  of  tyranny  ; 
fometimes  with  the  people  againft  the  tyrant,  and 
then  he  fings  the  praifes  of  liberty.  Whichever 
part  he  takes,  he  becomes  a  citizen  of  confequence. 

Let  us  attend  to  the  ufual  progrefs  of  nature,  and 
indeed  it  would  be  ia  vain  to  depart  from  it.  We 
Ihall  find  all  our  efforts  ineffedlual,  and  every  thing 
tending  to  decay  around  us ;  we  (hall  be  nearly  in 
the  fame  barbarous  ftate  from  which  we  endeavoured 
to  extricate  ourfelves :  nor  Ihall  we  be  able  to  eflfed 
this,  till  circumftances  Ihall  give  rife  to  an  indigenous 
policy  on.  our  own  foil,  the  progrefs  of  which  can  at 
moft  only  be  acclerated  by  foreign  afliftance.  This 
is  all  we  can  reafonably  expeft,  and  we  muft  con- 
tinue to  cultivate  our  land. 

In  this  we  ihall  find  another  advantage,  which  is, 
that  the  arts  and  fciences  of  our  own  growth  will 
gradually  advance  towards  perfeftion,  and  we  ihall 
be  originals ;  whereas,  if  we  copy  foreign  models, 
we  ihall  be  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  their  perfedion, 
and  we  ihall  never  be  any  thing  more  than  imperfe<^ 
imitators. 

The  pi(3:ure  we  have  here  drawn  of  Ruifia  may  be 
thought  to  be  an  improper  digreflion  ;  but,  perhaps, 
this  is  the  time  to  form  a  right  eftimate  of  a  power, 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  aded  fo  confpicuous 
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and  diftinguilhed  a  part.  Let  lis  now  inquire  into  book 
the  connections  other  European  nations  have  formed  ^'  ^ 
with  China. 

Induftry  prevails  among  the  Chinefe  more  than  Tra<^c  of 
among  any  other  people  in  the  world.     In  a  country  S^'ndT* 
too  populous,  notwithltanding  the  plenty  of  produc-  *>oarm^ 
tions,  the  expedation  of  approaching  dearth  makes  *^°"°^"^^ 
all  the  citizens  induftrious,  adive,  and  reftlefs.  They 
muft  neceflarily  be  interefted,  mean,  falfe,  and  de- 
ceitfuli 

This  i*apdcious  difpolition  made  the  Chinefe  re- 
nounce the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver  coin  in  their  inland 
trade.  Tljey  were  forced  to  this  by  the  great  in- 
creafe*  of  coiners,  and  are  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
ufing  only  copper  money; 

Copper  becoming  fcjrcif,**thpugh  hiftory  has  not 
informed  us  by, what  means,  thofe  Ihells  were  after- 
wards brought  into  ufe,  fo  well  known  by  the  name 
of  Cowries*  The'^government,  having  obferved  that 
the  people  grew  diflaUsfied  with  fo  brittle  a  common 
dity  in  lieu  of  coin,  oljiered  that  all  copper  uteniils 
in  the  empire  Ihould  be  brought  to  the  mint.  This 
ill-judged  expedient,  proving  infufficient  to  anfwer 
the  demands  of  the  public*  about  four  hundred  temples 
of  the  god  Fo  were  ordered  to  be  demoliftied,  and  all 
his  idols  melted  down.  After  this,  the  court  paid  the 
magiftratcs  and  the  army,  partly  in  copper,  and  part-^ 
ly  in  paper  currency.  The  people  were  fo  exafpe* 
rated  at  thefe  dangerous  innovations,  that  the  govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  drop  them.  From  that  time*, 
which  was  three  hundred  years  ago,  copper  coin  b  . 
the  only  legal  money- 

Notwithftanding  the  felf  interefted  difpofition  of 
the  Chinefe,  their  foreign  connexions  were  for  a  long 
time  inconfiderable.  Their  dittant  behaviour  with 
other  people,  proceeded  from  the  contempt  they  had 
for  them.  At  length*  however,  they  grew  defirous 
of  frequenting  the  neighbouring  ports  ;  and  the  Tar- 
tar government,  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve  th^  ancient 
manners  than  the  former  government  had  been,  en- 
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BOOK  couraged  this  mode  of  increafing  the  wealth  of  the 
,  ^'  ^  hation.  Voyages  were  openly  undertaken,  which 
before  were  only  tolerated  by  the  interefted  governors 
of  the  maritime  provinces.  A  people  fo  famed  for 
their  wifdom  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  a  favour- 
able  reception  wherever  they  went.  They  took  ad^ 
vantage  of  the  high  opinion  other  nations  entertained 
of  their  tafte,  to  recommend  the  commodities  they 
had  to  difpofe  of ;  and  their  adivity  exerted  itfelf  on 
the  continent  as  well  as  by  fea. 

China  at  prefent  trades  with  Corea,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  originally  peopled  with  Tartars. 
It  has  certainly  often  been  conquered  by  them,  and 
has  been  fometimes  fubjedt  to,  fometimes  independent 
of  ,the  Chinefe ;  to  whom  it  now  pays  tribute.  Here 
they  carry  China  ware,  te;i^  |nd  filks  ;  and  in  return 
bring  home  hemp  and  cotton,  and  an  ordinary  fort 
of  ginfeng. 

The  Tartars,  who  may  be  confidered  as  foreigners, 
purchafe  of  the  Chinefe  wooUea  (tuffs,  rice,  tea,  and 
tobacco,  for  which  they  give  them  fheep,  oxen,  furs, 
and  efpecially  ginfeng.  This  plant  grows  upon  the 
confines  of  tartary,  near  the  great  wall.  It  is  alfo 
found  in  Canada.  Its  root  is  a  turnip,  fometimes 
fingle,  fometimes  divided  into  two.  It  has  then  fome 
refemblance  to  the  inferior  parts  of  a  man,  from 
whence  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  ginfeng  in  Chi^ 
na,  and  that  of  garentoguen  among  the  Iroquois. 

Its  ftem,  which  is  renewed  every  year,  leaves,  as  it 
falls  off,  an  imprefSon  upon  the  neck  of  the  root,  fo 
that  the  age  of  the  plant  is  known  by  the  number 
of  thefe  impreffions,  and  its  value  increafes  in  pro- 
portion  to  its  age.  This  flem,  which  is  low,  fingle, 
and  furnifhed  only  with  two  or  three  leaves,  divided 
into  five  fmaller  ones,  terminates  in  a  fmall  umbel  of 
flowers.  The  flowers  are  compofed  of  five  petals 
and  as  many  flamina,  fupported  upon  a  piftil,  which 
being  covered  with  its  calix,  becomes  a  fmall  flefhy 
fruit,  filled  with  two  or  three  little  feeds.  Some '  of 
the  flowers  produce  no  fruit. 
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The  virtues  of  the  ginfeng  root  are  many  ;  hut  it  b  o  o  ic 
i$  generally  allowed  to  be  a  ftrengthener  of  the  fto- .  y*  ^^ 
mach,  and  a  purifier  of  the  blood.  Its  tranfparency 
is  given  to  it  by  the  fame  procefs  nearly  as  the  Ori- 
entaliits  employ  for  the  fsulop.  This  prepared  ginfeng 
is  in  fuch  high  eftimation  among  the  Chine&,  tha( 
they  never  find  it  too  dear. 

The  government  fends  out  ten  thoufand  Tartar 
foldiers  every  year  to  gather  this  plant ;  and  every 
one  is  obliged  to  bring  home  two  ounces  of  the  beft 
ginfeng  gratis,  and  for  the  reft  they  are  paid  it^ 
weight  in  filver.  Private  peribns  arc  not  allowed  to 
gather  it.  This  odious  prohibition  does  not  prevent 
them.  If  they  did  not  break  this  unjufi  law,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  pay  for  the  commodities  they 
buy  in  the  empire,  and  consequently  muft  fubmit  t9 
the  want  of  them. 

We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  trade  of 
China  with  the  Ruffians.  It  will  become  coniider«- 
able,  if  the  two  governments  fhoidd  ever  diicontinue 
to  <^prefs  their  merchants. 

The  trade  which  the  empire  has  opened  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Lefs  Bucbaria,  confiils  only  in  ex- 
changing its  tea,  tobacco,  and  woollen  cloth,  for  the 
gold  duft  thefe  people  find  in  their  torrents,  or  in 
their  rivers.  Thefe  tranfadions,  which  are  at  pre- 
fent  inconfiderable,  will  not  receive  any  great  in- 
creafe,  till  thefe  barbarians  have  been  iaftrud^d  in 
the'  art  of  working  the  mines,  with  which  their 
mountains  abound. 

China  is  itparated  from  the  Mogul  dominions,  and 
from  ^her  parts  of  India,  by  moving  fands,  moun- 
tains, or  by  rooks,  heaped  upon  one  another,  which 
render  evei7  communication  with theie  opulent  regions 
impracticable.  Accordingly5  they  add  nothing  to  the 
trifling  commerce  which  this  nation  carries  on  annu-- 
ally  by  land.  That  which  the  fea  opens  to  them  is 
more  confiderable. 

The  empire  fcarce  trufts  any  thing  to  the  ocean 
except  te^,  Alks^  aod  china.    At  Japan  thefe  articles 
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BOOK  are  paid  for  with  gold  and  copper  ;  at  the  Philippine 
^'       iflands,   with  piaftres;    at  B^tavia,  with  fpices;  at 

''-  ^  ^''  Siani,  with  woods  for  dyeing,  and  with  varniih ;  at 
Tonqnin,  with  coarfe  filks ;  and  at  Cochinchina,  with 
gold  and  fiigar.  The  returns  do  not  exceed  five-and- 
thirty  or  forty  millions  of  livres  [from  1,458,333!.  6s. 
8d.  to  1,666,6661.  13s.  4d.],  although  the  Chinefe 
double  their  capitals  in  this  trade.  Their  agents  or 
partners  in  moll  of  the  markets  they  frequent,  are 
the  defcendants  of  fuch  of  their  own  countrymen  as 
refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of  the  Tartars. 

Thefe  connexions,  which  on  one  fide  terminate  at 
Japan,  and  on  the  other  at  the  Straits  of  Malacca 
and  of  Sunda,  would  probably  .have  been  extended, 
if  the  Chinefe  Ihip-builders  had  been  lefs  attached 
to  their  old  cuftoms,  and  had  condefccnded  to  receive 
inftruftion  from  the  Europeans. 

It  might  readily  be  imagined,  that  this  contempt 
of  one  people  for  the  knowledge  of  another,  was  one 
of  the  principle  charaderiftics  of  barbarifm,  or  even, 
perhaps,  of  the  favage  ftate.  It  is,  however,  alfo  the 
vice  of  a  civilized  nation.  A  foolifli  pride  perfuades 
them  that  they  know  every  thing ;  or,  that  what 
they  are  ignorant  of  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  learn- 
ing.  The  nation  makes  no  improvement  in  the  fci-r 
ences,  and  its  arts  remain  in  that  ftate  of  mediocrity 
from  whence  they  will  never  emerge,  unlefs  by  fome 
fortuitous  event,  which  time  either  may,  or  may  not 
bring  about.  The  country  and  a  cloifter  are  then  in 
a  fimilar  fituation  ;  and  this  is  a  very  exad  reprefen- 
tation  of  China,  which  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  b^ 
light  that  cannot  penetrate  into  it  j  as  if  there  were 
no  mode  of  expelling  ignorance  from  it,  without  in- 
troducing corruption.  In  what  ftate  would  the  Eu- 
ropean nations  be,  if,  infefted  with  vanity,  concealed 
under  the  malk  of  fome  prejudice,  they  had  not  re- 
ciprocally enlightened  each  other  ?  The  one  is  in- 
debted  to  the  other  for  the  feeds  of  liberty ;  and  they 
are  both  of  them  indebted  to  a  third,  for  having 
•    taught  them  the  true  principles  of  commerce.     This 
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kind  of  exchange  is  of  infinitely  greater  confequence  book 
to  their  happinefs,  thatn  that  of  their  productions.  ^' 

The  firft  Europeans,  whom  their  reftlefs  difpofitionsxhTtJIdT 
impelled  towards  the  coafts  of  China,  were  admitted  ^^^c*"- 
indifcriminately  into  all  the  ports.     Their  extreme  ^^hchioa. 
familiarity  with  the  women,  their  haughtinefs  with 
the  men,  and  repeated  adts  of  infult  and  indifcretion, 
foon  deprived  them  of  that  privilege ;  and  now  they 
are  only  fuffered  to  put  in  at  Canton,  the  fouthem- 
mofl  harbour  of  thefe  extenlive  coafts. 

Their  fhips  at  firft  went  up  as  far  as  the  walls  of 
this  celebrated  city,  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tigris.  By  degrees 
the  harbour  was  choked  up,  fo  as  to  give  no  more 
than  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  of  water.  Then  our 
Ihips,  which  had  conftantly  been  increafing  in  fize, 
were  obliged  to  ftop  at  Hoanpou,  three  miles  diftant 
from  the  city.  It  is  a  tolerable  harbour,  formed  by 
two  fmall  iflands.  The  French,  from  fome  particular 
circumftances,  obtained  the  liberty,  in  1745,  of  fix- 
ing their  magazines  in  the  port  of  Wampou,  which  is 
healthy  and  populous ;  but  the  rival  nations  have  al- 
ways been  forced  to  tranfadl  their  afiairs  at  the  other 
port,  which  is  entirely  defert,  and  particularly  un- 
wholefome  after  the  rice  has  been  cut. 

During  the  five  or  fix  months  that  the  fhips  crews 
are  wearying  themfelves  or  perifliing  at  Hoang-pou, 
the  agents  are  making  their  fales  and  purchafes  at 
Canton.  When  thefe  foreigners  firft  frequented  this 
great  mart,  thfey  were  allowed  all  the  liberty  that 
was  confiftent  with  the  maintaining  of  the  laws.  They 
foon  grew  tired  of  the  circumfpedion  which  is  ro»- 
quifite  under  a  government  fo  much  addicted  to  cere- 
mony. To  punifh  them  for  ihe'iv  imprudence,  they 
were  prohibited  from  having  any  immediate  accefs  to 
the  perfon  in  whom  the  public  authority  was  vefted, 
and  they  were  all  obliged  to  live  together  in  one 
quarter  of  the  city.  The  magiftrate  would  not  allow 
any  other  place  of  refidence  to  any,  except  fuch  ^s 
could  procure  a  creditable  perfon  to  be  fecurity  for 

Siiij 
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BOOK  tbdr  good  behaviour.  Thefe  reftridtions  wore  ftiU  m^ 
^  ^'  creafi^  in  1760.  The  court,  being  informed  by  tho 
Englilh,  of  the  iham^ful  oppreffioqs  of  its  4degates, 
ient  commiflkries  from  Pekin,  who  fuffered  them«i 
felves  to  be  bribed  by  the  parties  accufed*  Upon  the 
report  made  by  thefe  corrupt  men,  all  the  European^ 
were  confined  in  a  few  houfes,  where  they  could  on* 
ly  treat  with  a  company  that  was  in  pofieffion  of  an 
exclufive  charter,  l^e  power  of  this  monopcdy  ha^ 
b^n  fince  diminiihed,  but  the  other  lefiraints  ftiU 
pntinue  the  fame^ 

Thefe  mortifications  have  hqt  induced  u$  to  re-* 

linquiih  the  trade  to  China.    We  continue  to  get 

from  thence  tea,  china,  raw  filk,  manufadx^red  filks, 

vamifh^  pepper,  rhubarb,  and  fome  other  articles  of  lef^ 

coniequence. 

Account  of     The  tea-plant  is  a  fhrub  which  has  the  appear- 

2^^'  ance  of  growing  wild.    It  is  five  or  fix  feet  high,  and 

hayeac    is  commou  at  China  and  in  Japan.    It  delights  ii^ 

Snto/thc  <^^^ggy  places ;  and  is  moft  frequently  found  upon 

tea  which  the  flope  of  hiUs  and  along  the  fide  of  rivers.    The 

^JJpor'.  Chinefe  fow  whole  fields  with  it ;  the  Japanefe  are 

5^«  «t     fatisfied  with  planting  it  round  the  borders  of  their 

grounds.    It  amves  at  its  full  growth  only  at  the 

fend  of  feven  years.     The  ft^m  i^  then  cut,  in  order 

to  (^ain  freih  fliooxs,  each  of  which  bears  nearly  as 

many  leaves  as  a  whole  fhrub. 

Its  leaves,  which  are  the  bnly  valuable  part  of  the 
plant,  are  alternate,  oval,  pointed,  fmooth,  dentated 
in  their  circumference,  and  <rf  a  deep  green  colour. 
The  yotmgeft  are  tender  and  thin.  They  acquire 
fliore  firmnefs  ?nd  fubftance  with  age.  At  the  bafis 
of  them,  diftindl  flowers  make  their  appearance,  which 
have  a  calix  with  five  or  fix  divifions,  as  many  whiter 
petals,  often  united  at  the  bottom,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  ftamina  placed  round  a  piftil.  This  is  changed 
into  a  rounded  ligneous  fhell,  with  three  ridges,  and 
three  cells,  each  filled  with  one  fpherical  feed,  or. 
urith  fcveral  angular  feeds. 

'^eMe  this  tea,  known  by  the  ndme  of  Bohea,  we 
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inaj  diftinguiili  two  other  kinds,  very  ftrongly  cha-  b 
nclenfed*  Ope  i$  the  green  tea,  the  flower  of  which 
is  compofed  of  nine  petals ;  the  other  the  red  tea» 
whi^h  has  a  large  flower  with  iix  red  petals,  and  fur-* 
piihed  in  its  centre  with  a  clufter  of  ftamina,  united 
^t  their  hafe.  It  is  not  known  whether  there  are 
more  fpecies  of  this  plant  exifting.  Of  the  three  thai 
hare  been  mentioned,  the  firft  is  the  mod  common* 
The  Bohea  tea  is  cultivated  in  moft  provinces  of  Chi* 
na,  but  is  not  equally  good  every  where  ;  though 
care  be  always  tal^en  to  place  it  in  a  fouthem  afpeift 
and  in  v^eys.  The  tea  that  grows  in  ftony  ground 
is  far  p^ferable  to  that  which  grow$  in  a  Ught  foil, 
but  the  worft  fort  is  that  which  is  produced  in  a  clay- 
ifh  ground.  From  hence  arife  the  varieties  that  havo 
improperly  been  called  diflind  fpecies* 

The  different  degree  of  perfe<^on  in  tea  does  not 
f^rife  merely  from  the  difference  of  foil ;  but  chiefly 
from  the  feafon  in  which  it  is  gathered. 

The  firft  time  of  gathering  it  about  the  end  pf  Fe« 
^Tru^ry.  The  leaves  then  are  fmall,  tender,  and'de- 
licate ;  and  th^s  is  the  fbrt  that  is  csMtd^ki-^sjaay  or 
Imperial  tea,  beqauie  it  js  chiefly  r^ferved  tor  the  ufe 
of  the  court  and  people  of  rank.  The  fecood  time 
of  gathering  it  is  at  the  beginning  of  April ;  the  leaves 
fire  then  larger  and  more  fpread,  but  of  inferior  qua*, 
iity  to  the  fim*  Thefe  yield  the  toots-jaa^  or  Chinefis 
tea,  which  the  merthants  diftinguiih  into  three  forts. 
Laftly,  the  leaves  gathered  in  the  month  of  June,  and 
which  are  then  arrived  at  their  full  growth,  yield  the 
hants-jaay  or  coarfe  tea,  which  is  kept  for  the  com« 
mon  people* 

A  third  n;ietbod  of  multiplying  the  various  kinds 
of  tea  confifts  ,in  the  different  manner  of  preparing 
it.  The  Japanefe,  according  to  the  accoont  of  Kjoemp- 
fer,  have  buildings  on  pUrpofe,  which  contain  a  feries 
of  fmaU  furnaces,  each  of  them  covered  with  a  plate 
of  iron  or  copper.  When  this  is  heated,  it  is  fprcad 
over  with  leaves,  which  have  been  previoufly  dipped 
in  hot  water,  or  expo&d  to  its  vapour.    They  are 
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BOO  Kftirred  about  brilkly,  till  they  have  acquired  a  fuf- 
.  ^'  ^  ficient  degree  of  heat.  They  are  afterwards  thrown 
upon  mats,  and  rubbed  between  the  hands*  This 
procefs,  when  repeated  two  or  three  times,  abforbs 
all  the  moifture.  At  the  expiration  of  two  or  three 
months,  it  is  renewed  again,  efpecially  for  the  impc- 
rial  tea,  which,  as  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  powder,  requires 
a  more  complete  deficcation.  This  precious  kind  of 
tea  is  kept  in  China  jars  ;  that  of  an  in&rior  quality 
in  earthen  pots,  and  the  coarfeil  of  all  in  bafkets  of 
ftraw.  The  preparation  of  this  laft,  does  not  ^a^ire 
fo  much  care.  It  is  dried  at  a  lefs  expence  in  the 
open  air.  Befides  thefe  teas,  there  are  others  that 
are  brought  in  cakes,  in  balls,  or  in  little  parcels  tied 
round  with  filk.  Extrads  are  alfo  made  from  them. 
The  pradice  of  the  Ghinefe  in  the  cultivation,  ga- 
thering, and  preparation  of  their  tea,  is  lefs  known : 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  very  different  from  that 
ufed  by  the  Japanefe.  It  has  been  faid  that  they 
added  to  their  tea  fome  vegetable  dye.  Its  green 
colour  has  likewife  been  attributed,  but  without 
foundation,  to  a  mixture  of  copperas,  or  to  the  ef- 
fe(3:  of  the  plate  of  copper  upon  which  the  leaf  has 
been  dried. 

Tea  is  the  common  drink  of  the  Chinefe  ;  and 
was  not  introduced  among  them  through  vain  ca- 
price. Almoft  throughout  the  empire,  the  water  is 
unwholefome  and  naufeous.  Of  all  the  methods  that 
were  tried  to  improve  it,  none  fucceeded  fo  well  as 
tea.  Upon  trial  it  was  thought  to  be  endued  with 
other  virtues,  and  was  extolled  as  an  excellent  dif- 
folvent,  a  purifier  of  the  blood,  a  ftrengthener  of  the 
head  and  ftomach,  and  a  promoter  of  digeilion  and 
perfjpirarion. 

The  high  epinion  which  the  Europeans,  who  firft 
went  into  China,  conceived  Of  its  inhabitants,  indu-^ 
ced  them  to  adopt  the  high,  though  perhaps  exagge- 
rated, opinion  the  Chinefe  had  of  tea.  They  com- 
municated their  enthufiafm  to  us  ;  and  this  enthufi- 
afm  has  difiufed  itfelf  with  continual  increafe  through 
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the  North  of  Europe  and  of  America,  in  countries  book 
where  the  air  is  thick  and  loaded  with  vapours.  .     ^'    , 

Whatever  may  be  the  influence  of  prejudice  in 
general,  yet  it  tnuft  be  allowed,  that  tea  produces 
Ibme  good  cffeds  in  thofe  countries  where  the  ufe  of 
it  is  univerfally  adopted :  but  thefe  effeds  cannot  be 
fo  great  anywhere  as  in  China.  We  know  the  Chi- 
nefe  referve  the  beft  tea  for  themfelves,  and  adulte- 
rate that  intended  for  exportation,  by  mixing  with  it 
,  other  leaves,  which  referable  thofe  of  tea  in  fhape, 
but  may  not  have  the  fame  properties :  we  know  too 
that  fince  the  exportation  has  been  fo  great,  they  are 
not  fo  circumfpedt  in  the  choice  of  the  foil,  nor  fo 
careful  in  the  preparing  of  the  tea.  Our  manner  of 
ufing  it  may  hkewife  contribute  to  Icflen  its  virtues. 

We  drink  it  too  hot  and  too  ftrong ;  we  always 
mix  it  with  a  great  deal  of  fugar,  frequently  with 
perfumes,  and  fometimes  with  pernicious  hquors.  Be- 
iide  all  this,  its  being  conveyed  fo  far  by  fea  is  alone 
fufficient  to  exhauft  moll  of  its  falubrious  falts. 

We  fhall  never  be  able  to  determine  exactly  the 
virtues  of  tea,  till  it  has  been  naturalized  in  our  own 
climates.  We  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs,  though 
the  experiments  had  been  only  made  with  feeds, 
which  being  of  a  very  oily  nature,  are  apt  to  grow  v 
rancid.  At  length  Mr.  Linnaeus,  the  moil  celebrat- 
ed botanift  in  Europe,  received  this  fhrub  in  its  grow- 
ing (late,  and  contrived  to  preferve  it  out  of  a  green- 
houfe  even  in  Sweden.  Some  plants  have  been  fince 
brought  into  Great  Britain,  where  they  live,  flower, 
and  thrive  in  the  open  air.  France  has  alfo  procur- 
ed fome;  and  they  will  probably  fucceed  in  the 
fouthem  parts  of  that  kingdom.  It  will  be  a  very 
great  advantage  to  us,  if  we  can  cultivate  a  plant, 
which  can  never  fufFer  fo  much  by  change  of  foil,  as 
by  growing  mufty  in  the  long  voyage  it  mud  under- 
go in  being  brought  from  abroad.  It  is  not  long  fince 
we  had  as  little  profped  of  attaiiung  to  the  art  of 
making  porcelain. 

Some  yeairs  ago  there  wer?  in  the   colledion  of  origin,  na- 
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]|  o  o  K  Count  Caylus  two  or  three  little  fragments  of  a  vafc 

a     y*    .  fuppofed  to  be  Egyptian,  which  being  careftiUy  ansU 

tore,  and   lyfed  proved  to  be  unglazed  porcelain.  If  that  learn- 

P[^^.  ed  man  be  not  in  an  error,  or  have  not  been  mifin- 

cebun       formed,  the  making  of  porcelain  was  known  in  the 

Jj^c^\  flourifliing  days  of  ancient  Egypt     But,  without 

g|^^  >n  fome  more  authentic  monuments  than  the  allegation 

of  a  fingle  fad,  we  muft  not  deprive  China  of  this 

invention,  where  the  art  has  been  known  for  a  long* 

er  time  than  we  can  trace. 

Egypt  is  fuppofed  by  many  to  have  the  pre-emi«- 
nence  in  point  of  antiquity,  both  in  regard  to  its 
foundation,  and  to  laws,  fciences,  and  arts  in  ge^ 
neral,  though  perhaps  China  may  have  as  good  a 
claim  to  it.  Nor  can  it  be  certainly  determined, 
whether  thefe  two  empires  are  not  equally  ancient, 
and  have  not  received  all  their  focial  inflitutions  firoin 
a  people  inhabiting  the  vaft  region  that  divides  them : 
whether  the  (avage  inhabitants  of  the  great  moun- 
tains of  Alia,  after  wandering  about  for  many  ages 
on  the  continent  that  forms  the  centre  of  our  hemi- 
fphere,  have  not  in£enfibly  difperfed  tbem&lves  to- 
wards the  coafts  of  the  feas  that  furcound  it,  and 
formed  themfelves  into  feparate  nations  in  China, 
India,  Perfia,  and  Egypt :  or,  whether  the  fucceffive 
floods,  which  may  have  happened  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  may  not  have  encloied  and  confined  them  to 
thofe  regions  full  of  mountains  and  deferts.  Thefe 
conjedures  are  not  foreign  to  thcfaiftory  of  com- 
merce, which  in  future  times  muft  greatly  tend  to 
illuftrate  the  general  hiftory  of  the  human  race,  of 
the  feveral  iettlements  they  have  formed,  of  their 
opinions  and  inventions  of  every  kind: 

The  art  of  making  porcelain  is,  if  not  one  of  the 
moft  woflderfiVl,  at  leaft  one  of  the  moft  pleafing  tl^at 
men  have  ever  difcovered  ;  it  is  the  neatnefs  of  lux- 
ury, which  is  preferable  to  its  magnificence. 

Porcelain  is  an  earthen  ware  of  the  moft  perfed 
kin4.  It  varies  in  colour,  texture,  and  tranfparency. 
Tranfparency,  indeed,  is  not  eflential  to  it,  for  there 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  XAST  ANB  WEST  INDIES.  ^85 

is  a  great  deal  of  very  fine  porcelain  which  ha?  not  book 
this  quality.    .  ,     ^* 

It  is  ufually  covered  with  white  or  coloured  var- 
nifh.  This  varnilh  is  merely  a  layer  of  melted  glafs, 
which  muft  never  be  completely  tranfparent.  Tliis 
is  ftyled  glated  porcelain,  and  is  properly  what  we 
call  china;  the  unglazed  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  porcelain  bifcuit.  This  is  intrinfically  as  good  as 
the  other,  but  is  neither  fo  neat,  fo  bright,  nor  fo 
beautiful. 

The  word  earthen-ware  is  well  adapted  to  porce- 
lain, becaufe,  as  all  other  earthen-ware,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  it  is  pure  earth,  without  any  alteration 
frorti  art  but  the  mere  divifion  of  its  parts.  No  me- 
tallic or  faline  fubftance  whatever  muft  enter  into 
its  compofition,  not  even  in  the  glaring,  which  muft 
be  made  of  fubftances  nearly,  if  not  altogether,  as 
fimple. 

The  beft  porcelain,  and  commonly  the  clofeft,  is 
that  which  is  made  of  the  fimpleft  materials,  fuch  as 
a  vitrifiable  ftone  and  a  pure  and  white'  clay.  On 
this  laft  fubftance  depend  the  clofenefs  and  compad- 
nefs  of  porcelain,  and  indeed  of  earthen-ware  in  ge- 
neral. 

The  connoifleurs  divide  the  china  that  comes  from 
Afia  into  fix  clafles ;  the  trouted  china,  the  old  white, 
the  Japan,  the  Chinefe,  the  Chinefe  Japan,  and  the 
Indian.  Thefe  feveral  appellations  rather  denote  a 
difference  that  ftrikes  the  eye  than  a  realdiftindion. 

The  trouted  china,  which  no  doubt  is  called  fo 
from  the  refemblance  it  bears  to  the  fcales  of  a  trout, 
feems  to  be  the  moft  ancient,  and  favours  moft  of  the 
infancy  of  the  art.  It  has  two  imperfeftions.  The 
pafte  is  always  very  brown,  and  the  furface  appears 
full  of  cracks.  Thefe  cracks  are  not  only  in  the 
glazing,  but  in  the  porcelain  itfelf ;  and  therefore 
this  fort  has  but  a  fmall  degree  of  tranfparency,  does 
not  found  fo  well,  is  very  brittle,  and  bears  the  fire 
better  than  any  other.  To  hide  thefe  cracks,  it  is 
painted  with  a  variety  of  colours  :  in  this  kind  of 
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,5- ornament  confifts  its  only  value.     The  facility  with 
which  Count  Lauragais  has  imitated  it,  has  convincedjt., 
us  that  it  is  only, an  imperfed  fort  of  porcelain. 

The  old  white  is  certainly  very  beautiful,  whether 
we  confider  only  the  glazing,  or  examine  the  bifcuit. 

This  is  very  valuable  porcelain,  but  very  fcarce,  and 
but  little  ufed.  The  pafte  of  it  feems  to  be  extreme- 
ly fhort,  and  fit  only  for  fmall  vafes,  figures,  and  other 
ornamental  china.  It  is  fold  in  trade  for  Japan,  though 
it  is  certain  that  fome  very  fine  of  the  fame  kin  a  is 
made  in  China.  It  is  of  two  diflferent  hues ;  the  one 
a  perfedl  cream-colour,  the  other  a  blueifh  white, 
which  makes  it  look  more  tranfparent.  The  glaz- 
ing feems  to  be  more  incorporated  into  this  lad. 
This  fort  has  been  attempted  at  St.Cloud,  and  f  )me 
pieces  have  been  produced  that  looked  very  beauti- 
ful ;  but  thofe  who  have  narrowly  examined  them, 
have  faid  that  they  were  no  better  than  frit  or  lead, 
and  would  not  bear  a  comparifon. 

The  Japan  is  not  fo  eafily  diftinguiftied  as  moft 
people  imagine  from  the  fineft  of  the  fort  made  in 
China.  A  connoifleur,  whom  we  have  confulted, 
pretends,  that  in  general  the  glazing  of  the  true  Ja- 
.  pan  is  whiter,  and  has  lefs  of  the  blueifh  caft,  than 
the  porcelain  of  China  ;  that  the  ornaments  are  laid 
on  with  lefs  profufion,  that  the  blue  is  brighter,  and 
the  patterns  and  flowers  not  fo  whimfical,  and  more 
clofely  copied  from  nature.  His  opinion  feems  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  teftiraony  of  fome  writers,  who  tell 
us,  that  the  Chinefe  who  trade  to  Japan  bring  home 
fome  pieces  of  china  that  make  more  fhow  than  their 
own,  but  are  not  fo  folid  j  and  that  they  ferve  to  or- 
nament their  apartments,  but  that  they  never  ufe 
them,  becaufe  they  will  not  bear  the  fire  well.  All 
china  glazed  with  coloured  varnifti,  whether  fea-green, 
blueilh,  or  purple, 'he  believes  to  be  Chinefe.  All 
the  Japan  brought  into  Europe  comes  from  the  Dutch, 
who  are  the  only  Europeans  that  are  fuffered  to  come 
into  that  empire.  Poffibly  they  may  have  chofen  it 
out  of  the  porcelains  brought  there  every  year  by 
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the  Chinefe,  or  they  may  have  purchafed  it  at  Can-  book 
ton.     In  either  cafe,  the  diftindlion  between  the  por-      ^• 
celain  of  Japan  and  that  of  China  would  not  be       ' 
founded  on  fad,   but  merely  on  prejudice.     From 
this  opinion  it  is  plain,  that  what  is  fold  here  for  Ja- 
pan is  very  fine  china.  ' 

There  is  lefs  doubt  about  what  we  call  porcelain 
of  china.  The  glazing  has  a  bluer  call  than  that  of 
Japan,  is  more  highly  coloured,  and  the  patterns  are 
more  whimfical.  The  pafte  is  in  general  whiter  and 
more  compadl ;  the  grain  finer  and  clofer,  and  the 
china  thinner.  Among  the  feveral  forts  made* in 
China,  there  is  one  that  is  very  ancient ;  it  is  painted 
of  a  deep  blue,  a  beautifql  red,  or  a  green  like  ver- 
digrife,  and  is  very  coarfe,  very  thick,  and  very 
heavy.  Some  of  this  is  trouted,  and  the  grain  is 
often  dry  and  brown.  That  which  is  not  trouted  has 
a  clear  found,  but  both  want  tranfparency.  It  is  fold 
for  old  china,  and  the  fineft  pieces  are  fuppofed  to 
come  from  Japan.  It  was  originally  a  better  fort  of 
earthen- ware,  rather  than  a  true  porcelain ;  time  and 
experience  may  have  improved  it.  It  is  grown  more 
tranfparent,  and  the  colours  being  more  carefully  laid 
on,  look  brighter.  The  eflential  difference  between, 
this  and  other  China  is,  that  this  is  made  of  a  fhorter 
pafte,  and  is  very  hard  and  folid.  The  pieces  of  this 
china  have  always  at  the  bottom  the  marks  of  three 
or  four  fupporters,  which  were  put  to  prevent  its 
giving  way  in  baking.  By  this  contrivance,  the  Chi- 
nefe have  fucceeded  in  making  very  large  pieces  of 
porcelain.  The  china  that  is  not  of  this  fort,  and 
which  is  called  modem  China,  is  of  a  longer  pafte 
and  finer  grain,  higher  glazed,  whiter,  and  clearer. 
It  feldom  has  the  marks  of  the  fupporters,  and  its 
tranfparency  has  nothing  glafly  in  it.  All  that  is 
made  with  this  pafte  is  eafily  turned,  fo  that  it  is  vi- 
fible  the  workman's  hand  is  glided  over  it,  as  over  a 
fine  fmooth  clay.  There  is  an  infinite  variety  of  this 
fort  of  china,  both  as  to  form,  colouring,  workman- 
Ihip,  and  price. 
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K  A  fifth  fort  is  what  we  call  Chinefe  Japan,  becaufd 
it  unites  the  ornaments  of  the  porcelain,  which  is 
thought  to  come  from  Japan,  with  thofe  that  are  more 
in  the  Chinefe  tafte.  Among  this  kind  of  porcelain, 
there  is  fome  that  is  ornamented  with  a  very  fine  blue, 
with  white  fcrolls.  The  glazing  of  this  kind  is  re- 
markable for  being  a  true  white  enamel,  whereas  that 
of  the  other  forts  is  half  tranfparent ;  for  the  Chinefe 
glazing  is  never  entirely  fo. 

The  colours  in  general  are  laid  on  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, both  on  the  true  china  and  the  imitations  of  it. 
The  firft  and  moil  lafling  of  them  is  the  blue  that  is 
extraded  from  fmalt,  which  is  nothing  more  than  the 
calx  of  cobalt.  This  colour  is  commonly  laid  on  be- 
fore the  pieces  are  either  glazed  or  baked,  fo  that  the 
glazing  that  is  put  on  afterwards  ferves  as  a  diflblvent^ 
All  the  other  colours,  and  even  the  blue  that  enters 
into  the  compofition  on  the  pallet,  are  laid  on  over 
the  glazing,  and  muft  firft  be  mixed  up  and  ground 
with  a  faline  fubftance  or  calx  of  lead,  that  favours 
their  ingrefs  into  the  glazing.  It  is  rather  a  common 
thing  for  the  Chinefe  to  colour  the  whole  of  the  glaz- 
ing ;  the  colour  is  then  laid  on  neither  above  nor  be«^ 
low  it,  but  is  incorporated  into  the  glazing  itfelf. 
Some  very  extraordinary  fanciful  ornaments  are  made 
in  this  manner.  In  Whatever  way  the  colours  are 
applied,  they  are  commonly  extraded  from  cobalt, 
gold,  iron,  mineral  earths,  and  copper.  That  which 
is  extraded  from  copper  is  a  very  delicate  colour,  and 
requires  great  care  in  the  preparation. 

All  the  forts  of  porcelain  we  have  defcribed  are 
made  at  King-to-chin,  an  immenfe  town  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Kiamfi.  This  manufadure  emjdoys  five 
hundred  furnaces  and  a  million  of  men.  It  has  been 
attempted  to  be  made  at  Pekin  and  other  places  pf 
the  empire  ;•  but  it  has  not  fucceeded  anywhere, 
though  the  fame  workmen  have  been  employed,  and 
the  fame  materials  made  ufe  of;  fo  that  this  branch 
of  induftry  is  entirely  given  up,  except  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Canton,  where  the  fort  of  porcelain  is 
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made  that  is  kngwn  amongft  us  by  the  name  of  India  book 
china.     The  pafte  of  it  is  long  and  yielding ;  but  in  .  /^y 
general  the  colours,  cfpecially  the  blue,  and  the  red     ^ 
of  iron,  are  far  inferior  to  what  comes  from  Japan 
and  the  interior  parts  of  China*     AH  the  colours,  ex- 
cept tKe  blue,  Hand  up  io  lumps,  and  are  very  badly 
laid  on.  This  is  the  only  china  that  has  purple,  which 
has  given  rife  to  that  abfurd  notion  ,of  its  being  pamt- 
ed  in  Holland.     Moft  of  the  cups,  plates,  and  other 
veflels,  which  our  merchants  bring  home,  are  of  thia 
manufedure,  which  is  lefs  efteemed  in  China  than 
our  delft  is  in  Europe. 

Attempts  hare  been  made  to  introduce  this  art  into 
Europe.  It  has  fucc^eded  bed  in  Saxony*  The  por- 
celain that  comes  from  this  country  is  real  porcelain < 
and  probably  made  with  very  fimple  materials,  though 
prepared  and  mixed  with  more  art  than  in  Afia.  This 
curious  preparation,  together  with  the  fcarcity  of  the 
materials,  is  no  doubt  the  circumftanpe  that  makes 
the  Drefden  porcelain  fo  dear.  As  there  is  but  one 
fort  of  pafte  that  comes  from  that  manufadure,  it  has 
been  furmifed,  and  not  without  fome  degree  of  pro- 
bability, that  the  Saxons  were  only  in  pofleffion  of 
their  own  fecret,  and  by  no  means  of  the  art  of  ma- 
king China.  This  fufpicion  feems  to  be  con  firmed  ^ 
by  the  great  affinity  there  is  between  the  Saxon  and 
other  German  porcelain,  which  feems  to  be  made  upon 
the  fame  principle* 

However  this  be,  it  is  certain  no  porcelain  is  higher 
glazed,  fmoother,  better  Ihaped,  more  pleafing  to  the 
eye,  or  more  folid  and  durable.  It  will  refift  a  fierce 
fire  much  longer  than  many  of  the  forts  made  in  Chi- 
na. The  colours  are  finely  difpofed,  and  executed 
in  a  mafterly  manner ;  none  are  fo  well  adapted  to 
the  glazing;. they  are  blended  with  great  exadnefs  ; 
they  are  bright,  without  being  ihaded  and  glazed, 
like  thofe  of  moft  of  the  porcelain  made  at  S^vre. 

The  mention  of  this  place  reminds  us  that  we  muft 
take  notice  of  the  porcelain  made  in  France.     This, 
like  the  Englifli,  is  only  made  with  frit ;  that  is,  with 
Vol  II  T 
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BOOK  ftones  that  are  not  fufible  in  themfelves,  but  receive 
.  ^'^  .  a  beginning  of  fufion  from  the  mixture  of  a  greater 
or  lefs  quantity  of  fait  \  and  accordingly  it  is  more 
glafly,  of  a  loofer  texture,  and  more  brittle  than 
any  other.  That  of  S^vre,  which  is  by  far  the  worft 
of  all,  and  always  looks  yellowilh  and  dirty,  which 
betrays  the  lead  they  put  into  the  glazing,  has  no 
other  merit  than  what  it  derives  from  the  excellence 
of  the  artifts  that  are  employed  for  the  patterns  and 
penciling.  Thefe  great  matters  have  difplayed  fo 
much  tafte  in  the  execution  of  fome  of  the  pieces, 
that  they  will  te  the  admiration  of  pofterity  ;  but  in 
itfelf  this  ware  will  never  be  more  than  an  objeft  of 
tafte,  luxury^  and  expence.  The  fupporters  will  al- 
ways be  a  principal  caufe  of  its  dearnefs. 

•All  porcelain,  when  it  receives  the  laft  effed  of  the 
fire,  is  adually  in  a  ftate  that  has  a  tendency  16  fu- 
fion, is  foft  and  pliable,  and  might  be  worked  like 
red-hot  iron.  There  is  none  of  it  that  will  not  bend 
and  give  way  when  it  is  in  that  ftate.  If  the  pieces 
when  they  are  turned,  are  thicker,  or  projed  more 
on  one  fide  than  another,  the  ftrongeft  will  infallibly 
bear  away  the  weakeft ;  they  will  warp  to  that  fide, 
and  ,the  piece  is  fpoiled.  This  inconvenience  is  pre- 
vented, by  propping  it  up  with  bits  of  porcelain 
made  of  the  fame  pafte,  of  different  fliapes,  which 
are  applied  under,  or  to  the  parts  that  projed,  and 
are  moft  in  danger  of  being  warped.  As  all  porce- 
lain fiirinks  in  baking,  the  props  muft  alfo  be  made 
of  fuch  materials  as  will  yield  in  the  fame  degree 
exadly  as  the  pafte  they  are  intended  to  fuppert.  As 
the  different  paftes  do  n6t  fhrink  equally,  it  follows 
that  the  props  muft  be  made  of  the  fame  pafte  as  the 
piece  they  fupport. 

The  fofter  the  china  is,  and  the  more  inclining  to 
vitrification,  the  more  it  requires  to  be  propped  up. 
This  is  the  great  fault  of  the  S^vre  china  ;  the  pafte 
is  very  coftly,  and  frequently  more  of  it  is  wafted  in 
props,  than  is  employed  in  making  the  piece  itfelf. 
The  neceffity  of  this  expenfive  method  produces  ano- 
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idler  inconvenience.  The  glazing  cannot  be  baked  at  b  o  o  c 
the  iame  time  as  the  porcelain,  which  therefore  mull .  ^' 
twice  undergo  the  heat  of  the  furnace.  The  por- 
celain made  in  China,  and  the  beft  imitations  of  it, 
being  of  a  ftifFer  pafte,  arid  lefs  fufceptible  of  vi- 
trification, feldom  want  any  props,  and  are  baked 
ready  glazed.  They  therefore  confume  much  lefs 
pafte,  are  feldom  fpoiled,  and  require  lefs  time,  as 
well  as  lefs  fire  and  trouble. 

Sonie  writers  have  urgdd,  in  favour  of  the  fuperi- 
brity  of  Afiatic  china,  that  it  refifts  fire  better  than 
ours ;  that  all  European  china  will  melt  in  that  of 
Saxony,  but  that  the  Drefden  itfelf  will  melt  in  the 
foreign  china.  This  afiertiori  is  entirely  erroneous, 
if  taken  in  its  full  extent.  Few  porcelains  of  China 
will  iland  the  fire  fo  well  as  the  Drefden ;  they  fpoii 
and  bubble  in  the  fam^  degree  of  fire  which  ferves 
to  bake  that  made  by  Count  Lauragais  ;  but  this  is 
a  circumftance  of  fo  little  confequence,  that  it  fcarce 
deferves  attention.  Porcelain  is  not  intended  to  re- 
turn into  the  furnace  when  once  it  is  taken  out,  nor 
is  it  defigned  to  bear  the  adtion  of  an  intenfe  fire. 

It  is  in  point  of  folidity  that  the  foreign  porcelain 
truly  excels  that  of  Europe  ;  it  is  by  the  property  it 
has  of  heating  quicker  and  with  lefs  riffk,  and  of 
bearing,  without  danger  of  being  broken,  the  fud- 
den  effeft  of  cold  or  boiling  hot  water  ;  by  the  faci- 
lity with  which  it  is  ipoulded  and  baked,  which  is 
an  ineftimable  advantage,  as  pieces  of  all  fizes  can 
be  made  with  great  eafe,  as  it  can  be  baked  without 
any  rifk,  be  fold  at  a  lower  price,  be  of  more  ge- 
neral ufe,  and  confequently  become  the  objed  of  a 
more  extenfive  trade. 

Another  great  advantage  of  the  India  porcelain  is 
that  the  fame  pafte  is  very  ufeful  for  making  cruci- 
bles, and  a  variety  of  fuch  veffels  which  are  con- 
ftantly  ufed  in  the  other  arts.  Thdy  not  only  bear 
the  fire  for  a  longer  time,  but  communicate  nothing 
of  their  fubftance  to  what  is  fufed  in  them.    Their 
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BOOK  fubflance  is  fo  pure,  white,  coihpad):,  and  hard,  that 
.  y*  .  it  can  fcarce  be  melted,  and  acquires  no  kind  of  tinge. 
France  is  at  the  eve  of  enjoying  all  thefe  advanta- 
ges. It  is  certain  that  Count  Lauragais,  who  has 
long  been  in  fearch  of  the  fecret  of  the  Chinefe,  has 
at  laft  made  fome  china  that  is  very  like  it.  His 
jtiaterials  have  the  fame  properties,  and  if  they  are 
not  exadly  the  fame,  at  leaft  they  are  a  fpecies  of 
the  fame  kind.  Like  the  Chinefe,  he  can  make  his 
pafte  long  or  fhort,  and  follow  either  his  own  or  fome 
other  procefs.  His  porcelain  is  not  inferior  to  that  of 
the  Chinefe  in  point  of  pliablenefs,  and  is  fuperior  to 
it  in  point  of  glazing ;  perhaps  too  in  the  facility 
with  which  it  takes  the  colours.  If  it  can  be  improv- 
ed  to  fuch  a  decree  as  to  have  as*  fine  and  as  white 
a  grain,  we  may  difpenfe  with  the  porcelain  of  China. 
While  the  difcovery  of  Count  Lauragais,  from  ob- 
ftacles  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  was  confin- 
ed to  mere  experiment,  the  manufadory  of  Sevrc 
was  gradually  leaving  off  its  frit,  and  fubftituting  to 
it  another  kind  of  pafte,  made  from  an  extremely 
white  earth,  found  in  the  province  of  Limoges.  This 
new  porcelain  is  much  more  folid  than  the  former ; 
its  appearance  is  more  beautiful,  its  grain  more  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  eye,  and  its  tranfparency  lefs  vitreous. 
Its  glazing  is  often  much  finer.  This  manufacture, 
by  changing  its  pafte,  partakes  more  of  the  nature  of 
real  porcelain,  and  the  procefs  of  making  it  is  more 
fimple. 

Nevetthelefs,  as  the  earth  made  ufe  of  at  Sevre  is 
very  fhort,  and  as  the  argillaceous  part,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  can  impart  cohefion  to  it,  can  make  it 
eafy  to  work,  and  give  it  folidity  in  baking,  enters 
litde  into  the  compofition  of  this  earth,  the  pieces 
that  are  produced  from  this  manufadure  will  of 
courfe  always  bear  a  high  price.  Count  Lauragais's 
pafte  would  not  be  fubjeca  to  this  inconvenience  ;  for 
though  it  beVot  fo  white,  yet,  under  the  hand  of  the 
artift,  it  will  bend,  like  wax,  at  pleafure. 
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The  brilliancy  of  the  Limoges  earth  has  delighted  book 
every  one.  Paris,  and  its  diftridts,  have  been  im- .  ^'  j 
mediately  filled  with  porcelain  ovens.  All  thefe  ma- 
nufadures  have  got  their  materials  from  this  province, 
and  they  have  been  found  of  th2  fame  kind ;  but 
more  or  lefs  white,  and  more  or  lefs  fufible,  accord- 
ing to  the  part  of  the  very  extenfive  layer  from  which 
they  have  been  taken. 

When  M.  Turgof  was  infendant  of  Limoges,  he 
eftablifhed  a  manufaftory,  of  porcelain  upon  a  very 
well  concerted  plan.  If  this  manufadure,  which  is 
upon  the  fpot,  and  which  has  the  advantage  over  all 
the  reft  of  feleding  its  materials,  and  in  cheapnefs  of 
workmanlhip,  fhould  be  cond^ufted  with  adivity  and 
fldll,  it  muft  put  an  end  to  all  competition.  That  of 
Sevre  alone  will  ftill  fubfift ;  which,  from  the  elegance 
of  its  forms,  and  the  Juperior  tafte  of  its  ornaments, 
will  ever  be  beyond  any  kind  of  comparifon.  But 
we  have  faid  enough,  and  perhaps  too  much,  upon 
the  fubjedl  in  queftion.  We  muft  now  proceeed  to 
fpeak  of  tHe  filks  of  China. 

The  annals  6f  China  afcribe  the  difcovery   of  filk  The  Euro- 
to  one  of  the  wives  of  the  emperor  Hoangti.     Thefe  iSTIncL 
princefles  afterwards  amufed  themfelves  with  breed-  J?^'*'^**' 
ing  up  filk-worms,  drawing  the  filk,  and  working  it.  from  qw 
It  is  even  faid,  that  in  the  interior  part  of  the  palace  ^^^ 
there  was  ^  piece  of  ground  fet  apart  fiDr  the  culture 
of  mulberry-trees.     The  emprefs,  attended  by   the 
chief  ladies  of  he»  court,  went  in  perfon  and  gather- 
ed the   leaves  of  fome   of  the   branches   that   were  ^ 
brought  down  fo  as  to  be  within  her  reach.     So  pru- 
dent an  inftance  of  policy  promoted  this  branch  of 
induftry  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Chinefe,  who  be- 
fore were  only  clothed  in  flcins,  foon  appeared  drefled 
in  filk.     The  filks,  that  were  now  grown  very  com-, 
mon,  were  foon  brought  to  great  perfedion.     The 
Chinefe  were  indebted  for  this  laft  advantage  to  the 
writings  of  fome  ingenious  men,  and  even  of  fome 
minifters,  who  had  not  difdained  to  attend  to  this 
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BOO  Knew  art.     All  China  learned  from  their  theorjr every 

,  ^  ^'^  ^  thing  belonging  to  it. 

•  The  art  of  breediilg  up  filk- worms,  and  of  fpin- 

ing  and  weaving  their  filk,  extended  from  China  to 
India  and  Perfia,  where  it  made  no  very  rapid  pro- 
grefs ;  if  it  had,  Rome  would  not,  at  the  end  of  the 
third  century,  have  given  a  pound  of  gold  for  a  pouqd 
of  filk.  Greece  having  adopted  this  art  in  the  eighth 
century,  filks  became  a  Uttle  more  known,  but  did 
not  grow  common.  They  were  lopg  con^dered  as 
an  objed  of  magnificence, .  and  referved  for  perfons 
in  the  moft  eminent  itations,  and  for  the  greateft  fo* 
lemnities.  At  length,  Roger,  king  of  Sicily,  fent  for 
manufacturers  from  Athens ;  and  the  culture  of  the 
mulberry-tree  foon  pafled  from  that  ifland  to  tbe 
neighbouring  continent.  Other  coimtries  in  Europe 
wifiied  to  partake  of  an  advantage  from  which  Italy 
derived  fo  much  wealth ;  and  after  fome  fniitlefs  at- 
tempts they  attained  it.  However,  from  the  nature 
of  the  climate,  or  fome  other  caufe,  it  has  not  fuc- " 
'    ceeded  equally  in  every  place. 

The  filks  of  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Reggio,  whether 
in  organzin  or  in  tram,  are  all  ordinary  filks;  but 
they  are  ufeful,  and  even  neceflary  for  brocades,  for 
iFor  embroidery,  ^d  for  aU  works  that  require  ftrong 
filk. 

The  other  Italian  filks,  thofe  of  Novi,  Venice,  Tuf- 
cany,  Milan,  Montferrat,  Bergamo,  and  Piedmont,  are 
ufed  in  organzin  for  the  warp,  though  they  are  not 
all  equally'  fine  and  good.  The  Bologna  filks  were  for 
a  long  time  preferred  to  any  other.  But  flnce  thofe 
pf  Piedmont  have  been  improved,  they  juftly  claim 
the  preference,  as  being  the  fmootheft,  the  fineft, 
and  the  ligheft.  Thofe  of  Bergamo  come  neareft  to 
them. 

Though  the  Spanifh  filks  in  general  are  very  fine, 
thofe  of  Valencia  are  by  far  the  beft.  They  are  all 
fit  for  any  fort  of  manufafture  ;  the  only  fault  they 
have,  is  being  rather  too  oily,  which  is  a  great  detri- 
ment to  the  dye. 
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The  French  filks  excel  moft  others  in  Europe,  and  *  9  o  ^ 
are  inferior  to  none  but  thofe  of  Piedmont  and  Ber-  ^ 

gacno  in  point  of  lightnefs.  Beiides,  they  are  bright- 
er coloured  than  thofe  of  Piedmont ;  and  more  even 
and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  Bergamo. 

The  variety  of  filk  produced  in  Europe  has  not  yet 
enabled  us  to  difpenfe  v^ith  that  of  the  Chinefe. 
Though  in  general  it  is  uneven  and  heavy,  it  will 
always  be  in  requeft  for  its  whitenefs.  It  is  generally 
thought  to  derive  this  advantage  from  nature :  but  it 
is  more  probable,  that,  when  the  Chinefe  draw  the 
filk,  they  put  fome  ingredient  into  the  bafon,  that 
has  the  property  of  expelling  all  heterogeneous  fub- 
ftances,  or  at  leaft  the  coarfeft  parts  of  them.  The 
little  wafte  there  is  in  this  filk  compared  to  any  other, 
when  it  is  boiled  for  dying,  feems  to  give  great 
weight  to  this  conjedure. 

However  this  be,  the  Chinefe  filk  is  fo  far  fuperior 
to  any  other  in  whitenefs,  that  it  is  the  only  one 
which  can  be  ufed  for  blondes  and  gauzes  :  all  our 
endeavours  to  fubftitute  our  own  in  the  blonde  manu- 
fadtures  have  been'  fruitlefs,  whether  we  have  made 
ufe  of  prepared  or  unprepared  filk.  The  attempts  in 
gauze  have  not  been  quite  fo  unfuccefsful.  The 
wbiteft  Friench  and  Italian  filks  have  been  tried,  and 
feemed  to  anfwer  tolerably  well ;  but  neither  the  co- 
lour nor  the  drefling  were  fo  peife<2  as  in  the  gauzes 
made  with  the  Chinefe  filk. 

In  the  laft  century,  the  Europeans  imported  very 
little  filk  from  China.  The  Fr/snch  filk  fucceeded 
very  well  for  black  and  coloured  gauze,  and  for  cat- 
gut that  was  then  in  fefiiion.  The  tafte  that  has  pre- 
vailed for  thefe  forty  years  pafl:,  and  more  efpecially 
for  the  laft  twenty-five,  for  white  gauzes  and  blondes, 
has  gradually  increafed  the  demand  for  this  produc- 
tion of  the  Eaft.  Of  late  it  has  ^mounted  to  eighty 
thoufand  weight  a- year,  of  which  France  has  always 
taken  near  three-fourths*  This  importation  has  in- 
creafed to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  1766  the  Engliih 
alone  imported  ?  hundred  and  four  thoufand  weight : 

Tiiij 
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B  o  o  K  as  it  could  not  be  all  confumed  in  gauze  and  blonde, 

,     ^-      the  manufadurcrs  have  ufed  it  for  tabbies  and  hofe.* 

'   ■■    The  {lockings  made  of  this  filk  are  of  a  beautiful 

white  that  never  changes,  but  are  not  n^ear  fo  fine  as 

others. 

Belide  this  filk,  fo  remarkable  for  its  whitenefs, 
which  comes  chiefly  from  the  province  of  Tchc- 
K'ang,  and  is  known  in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Nan- 
king filk,  which  is  the  place  where  moft  of  it  is  pre-, 
pared,  China  produces  ordinary  filks,  which  we  call 
Canton.  As  thefe  are  only  fit  for  fome  kinds  of  tram, 
and  are  as  dear  as  our  own,  which  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe,  very  few  are  imported.  The  quantity  brought 
home  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  does  not  exceed  five 
or  fix  thoufand  pieces.  The  manufactured  filks  are  a 
much  more  confiderable  article. 

The  Chinefe  are  not  lefs  ingenious  in  weaving 
their  filks  than  in  preparing  them,  This  does  not 
extend  to  thofe  that  are  mixed  with  gold  and  filver. 
Their  manufadurcrs  have  never  known  how  to  draw 
out  thefe  metals  into  thread,  and  the  whole -of  their 
art  confifts  in  rolling  their  filks  upon  gilt  paper,  or 
putting  the  paper  upon  them  after  they  are  woven* 
Both  methods  are  equally  bad. 

Though,  in  general,  men  are  more  apt  to  be  pleaf* 
ed  with  novelty  than  with  true  excellence,  yet  the 
Europeans  have  never  been  tempted  to  buy  thef<^ 
Huffs.  They  have  been  equally  difgufted  at  the  awk- 
wardnefs  of  the  patterns,  which  exhibit  nothing  but 
diftorted  figures,  aijd  unmeaning  groups;  they  dif- 
cover  no  taft:e  in  the  difpofition  of  the  lights  and 
Ihadfes,  nor  any  of  that  elegance  and  eafe  that  appear 
in  the  works  of  our  good  artifts.  There  is  a  fl:iffnefs 
'  and  a  want  of  freedom,  in  all  that  the  Chinefe  do, 
that  is  difpleafing  to  perfons  of  any  tafte ;  all  favours 
of  their  particular  turn  of  mind,  which  is  deftitute  of 
vivacity  and  elevation. 

The  only  thing  that  makes  us  overlook  thefe  de- 
feds  in  thofe  works  that  reprefent  flowers,  birds,  or 
trees,  is,  that  none  of  thofe  objefts  are  raifed,     Th^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  297 

figures  are.  painted  upon  the  filk  itfelf  with  indelible  b  o  o  k 
colours ;  and  yet  the  deception  is  fo  perfed,  that  all .  ^'  > 
thefe  objeds  appear  to  be  brocaded  or  embroidered. 

Their  plain  filks  want  no  recommendation,  for  they 
are  perfedl  in  their  kind  ;.  and  fo  are  their  colours,  e- 
fpecially  the  green  and  the  red.  The  white  of  their 
damafks  has  fomething  extremely  pleafing.  The  Chi- 
ncfe  make  them  only  with  the  filk  of  Tche-Kiang. 
They  thoroughly  boil  the  warp,  as  we  do,  but  only 
half-boil  the  woof*  This  method  gives  the  damafk 
more  fubftance  and  ftifihefs.  It  has  a  reddiih  caft 
without  being  yellow,  which  is  very  pleafing,  and  has 
not  that  glare  that  dazzles  the  fight.  This  agreeable 
white  is  likewife  obferved  in  the  Chinefe  vamiflx. 

The  varnifli  is  a  particular  kind  of  refin,  which  di-^hcj^^ 
fl:ils  from  a  tree  called  at  Japan,  ^fitz-d/iu^  and  at  Chi-pcantpur. 
na,  tJi'Chu.     It  has  few  branches,  and  is  of  the  height  J^  " 
of  the  willow.     Its  bark  is  of  a  whitiflx  colour  and  "^^^  ^^ 
rough,  its  wood  brittle  and  full  of  pith.     Its  leaves,  ^SL™Di- 
which  are  alternately  difpofed  at  the^  extremity  of8^«""P- 
the  branches,  refemble  thofe  of  the  afti,  and  pufli  out  of  this  cm, 
from  their  axillae  clufters  of  flowers,  which  are  male  p*^ 
upon  one  plant,  and  female  upon  another.     The  firft 
have  a  calix  with  five  divifions,  five  petals,  and  as 
many  ftamina.     In  the  others  we  find,  inftead  of  fi:a<P 
mina,  a  piftil  crowned  with  three  ftyles ;  this  piftil 
becomes  a  yellowiflx  fruit,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  pea, 
ilightly  comprefled  on  the  fides,  and  filled  with  a 
hajd  kernel.     This  tree  grows  very  well  from  feed, 
but  the  method  of  propagating  it  by  fprigs  is  pre- 
ferred.    For  this  purpofe,  the  branches  from  which 
new  plants  are  to  be  raifed,  are  chofen  in  autumn. 
They  are  furrounded  at  their  bafe   with  a  ball  of 
nioiftened  earth,  tied  round  with  thread,  till  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  -  froft,  and  kept  moid  by  being  conftantly 
watered.     In  the  fpring,  when  the  branch  has  fliot 
fome  branches  into  this  earth,  it  is  fawed  oflf  below 
the  ball,  and  tranfplanted. 

This  tree  grows  only  in  fome  mild  provinces  of 
China  and  Japan.     It  is  alfo  found  in  thofe  regions 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


tpS  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TK.ADE 

B  o  o  K  of  America  tfaat  are  fituated  under  the  fame  latitude, 
^  ^y*  ^  fuch  as  Louifiana  and  Carolina.  It  thrives  in  all  foils 
and  with  all  expofures  :  but  its  produce  is  not  the 
feme  in  every  place,  either  in  quality  or  quantity.  It 
requires  but  little  care  in  cultivating.  It  is  fuffident 
to  ftir  up  the  ground  a  little  at  the  foot  of  the  trees, 
and  to  put  dead  leaves  round  it,  which  ferve  inilead 
of  dung.  The  trunk  of  thofe  trees  that  grow  wild 
in  the  mountains,  is  fometimes  twelve  inches  in  di- 
ameter. It  is  much  lefs  in, thofe  trees  that  are  culti- 
vated, and  which  do  not  laft  lefs  than  ten  years. 
This  diflference  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  incifions 
that  are  made  in  their  bark  to  extradl  the  varnifli. 
This  milky  juice,  which  exifts  in  all  parts  of  the  tree, 
diftils  from  the  incifions,  under  the  form  of  liquid 
pitch.  When  expofed  to  the  air  it  aifumes  a  reddifli 
colour,  which  is  foon  changed  into  ^  bright  black. 
Shells  are  fixed  at  each  flit,  to  receive  the  liquor ; 
which  is  afterwards  poured  into  bamboos,  and  then 
carried  to  the  merchants,  who  put  it  into  larger  vef- 
fels.  The  frefh  varnifli  exhales  a  dangerous  vapour, 
which  produces  inflammatory  humours  upon  the  fldn 
of  thofe  who  are  expofed  to  it.  They  preferve  them- 
felves  from  this  pernicious  effed,  b^  turning  the  head 
afide  when  they  colled  the  liquid,  or  when  they  pour 
it  off*.  Some  travellers  add,  that  the  workmen  rub 
their  hands  and  face  with  oil  before  and  after  the 
bufinefs,  and  that  they  carefully  cover  all  other  parts 
of  their  body. 

The  varnifli  is  gathered  in  the  fummer,  and  the 
procefs  is  repeated  three  times  in  the  fame  feafon, 
and  upon  the  fame  tree ;  but  the  firft  that  runs  off 
is  the  beft.  When  the  tree  appears  exhaufted,  its 
ftem  is  cut  off,  and  the  root  pufhes  forth  frefli  flioots, 
which  are  ready  to  yield  varnifli  at  the  end  of  three 
years. 

The  varnifli  moft  in  repute  is  that  which  com^s 
from  Japan.  It  does  not  require  much  preparation. 
It  is  fufficient  to  ftrain  it  through  a  cloth,  in  order  to 
feparate  it  from  any  foreign  particles.     The  fuper- 
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6uous  watery  parts  are  alfo  evaporated  by  the  heat  book 
of  the  fun,  and  hogs  gall  is  added  to  give  it  a  degree      ^' 
pf  confiftence. 

We  muft  not  confound  this  vamifli  with  a  very  in- 
ferior fort  with  which  it  is  adulterated.  The  latter, 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Siam  vamiih,  diftils 
from  the  tree  that  yields  the  anacardium.  It  is  only 
u^ed  in  vamifhing  the  moft  ordinary  utenfils.  It  is 
gathered  at  Siam,  Cambodia,  and  Tonquin,  where 
the  Chinefe  purchafe  it,  becaufe  that  which  they  ex- 
trad  from  the  Tfichu  is  not  fufficient  for  their  con- 
fumption, 

The  true  vamifti,  of  which  they  diftinguifti  three 
different  kinds  in  China,  is  ufed  in  two  ways.  The 
firft  confifts  in  rubbing  the  wood  with  a  particular 
fort  of  oil  ufed  in  China ;  and  as  foon  as  it  is  dry,  the 
vamiih  is  laid  on.  It  is  fo  tranfparent,  that  the  veins 
of  the  wood  appear  tinged  through  it,  if  it  be  laid  on 
but  two  or  three  times.  If  it.  be  repeatedly  applied, 
it  ipay  be  brought  to  (bine  like  a  looking  glafs. 

The  other  way  is  more  complicated.  A  kind  of 
pafteboard  is  glued  by  the  help  of  maflic  over  the 
wood.  On  this  fmooth  and  folid  ground  are  fpread 
feveral  layers  of  varnifh.  It  muft  be  neither  too  thick 
nor  too  Uquid  ;  and  in  this  juft  medium  the  ikili 
pf  the  artift  princip^ly  confifts. 

Whichever  way  the  vamifti  is  laid  on,  it  effedual- 
ly  preferves  the  wood  from  decaying.  The  worms 
can  fcarce  penetrate  it,  neither  has  the  damp  ever 
the  leaft  eSed;  upon  it ;  and  with  a  little  care  this 
varnifti  leaves  no  fmell  behind. 

This  varnifti  is  as  pleafing  to  the  eye  as  it  is  dura- 
ble. It  may  be  applied  on  gold  and  filver,  and  mix*- 
ed  with  all  forts  of  colours.  Upon  it  are  painted  fi- 
gures, landfcapes,  palaces,  hunting  parties  and  bat- 
tles. In  ftiort,  it  would  not  be  deficient  in  any  re- 
fpedl,  if  it  were  not  generally  fpoiled  by  the  badnefs 
of  the  Chinefe  drawing. 

Notwithftanding  this  defed,  the  making  of  thi$ 
warq  requires  much  pains  and  conftant  attention. 
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K  The  varnifh  muft  be  laid  on  nine  or  ten  times  at 
,  leaft,  and  cannot  be  fpread  too  thin.  There  muft 
be  a  fufficient  time  allowed  between  the  application 
of  each  layer,  that  it  may  be  fufFered  to  dry,  A 
longer  time  ftill  muft  be  allowed  between  the  appli- 
cation of  the  laft  layer  and  the  polilhing,  painting 
and  gilding.  A  whole  furamer  is  fcarce  fufficient 
for  all  this  procefs  at  Nanking,  from  whence  the 
court  and  the  chief  cities  of  the  empire  are  fuppli- 
ed.  It  is  carried  on  with  greater  expedition  sft  Can- 
ton. As  there  is  a  great  demand  for  this- ware  in 
Europe,  and  as  the  Europeans  will  have  it  made 
according  to  their  own  plan,  and  will  allow  but  a 
ihort  time  to  complete  it,  it  is  ufually  finilhed  in  too 
great  hafte.  The  artift,  not  having  time  to  give  the 
neceflary  degree  ^f  perfedion  to  his  work,  is  fatisfi- 
cd  if  he  can  but  make  it  pleafing  to  the  eye.  The 
Chinefe  manufadure  of  paper  is  not  liable  to  the  fame 
imperfedions. 

Originally  the  Chinefe  wrote  with  a  fteel  bodkin 
upon  wooden  tablets,  which,  being  fattened  together, 
made  a  volume.  They  afterwards  traced  their  cha- 
rafters  upon  pieces  of  filk  or  linen,  cut  to  any  length 
or  breadth.  At  laft,  about  fixteen  hundred  years 
ago,  they  found  out  the  fecret  of  making  paper. 

The  Chinefe  paper  is  of  two  kinds.  That  which 
Is  ufed  for  writing  and  printing,  is  made  of  cotton 
rags,  and  of  hemp,  by  a  procefs  nearly  fimilar  to  that 
which  is  praftifed  in  the  European  manufadures.  It 
is  equal,  and  in  fome  refpeds  fupcrior,  to  our  paper. 
Its  thinnefs  and  tranfparency  have  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  its  being  made  of  filk.  But  the  perfons  who  have 
propagated  this  opinion  knew  not  that  filk,  though 
it  may  be  reduced  into  very  minute  particles,  will 
not  mix  with  water,  and  can  never  acquire  a  con- 
fiftence  by  being  laid  upon  frames. 

In  making  the  fecond  kind  of  paper,  the  Chinefe 
ufe  the  internal  barks  of  the  mulberry  tree,  of  the  elm, 
of  the  cotton  tree,  and  more  frequently  of  the  bam- 
boo.   Thefe  fubftances,  after  they  are  become  rot- 
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ten  by  foaking  in  muddy  water  with  lime  in  it,  are  b 
cut  in  pieces,  bleached  in  the  dew  or  in  the  fun,  tri- 
turated in  mortars,  and  boiled  in  coppers  to  a  fluid 
pafte.  This  pafte  being  fpread  upon  frames  that  are 
made  of  fmall  cane  rods  pafled  through  the  wire-draw* 
ing  iron,  produces  thofe  fheets  of  paper  that  are  fome* 
times  twelve  feet  long,  and  four  feet  broad,  and  which 
are  generally  ufed  for  hangings  in  the  Chinefe  houfes. 
Sometimes  they  are  defigned  for  writmg  or  printing: 
but  they  muft  in  that  cafe  be  dipped  in  a  folution  of 
alum  ;  and  even  after  this  procefs,  one  can  only  write 
or  print  upon  one  of  the  two  fides. 

Though  this  paper  be  apt  to  crack,  to  be  injured 
by  damps,*  and  to  be  worm-eaten,  it  is  become  an 
article  of  trade.  Europe  has  borrowed  from  Afia  the 
idea  of  fumifhing  clofets  and  making  fcreens  with  it. 

The  %ures  upon  this  paper  are  graceful  in  th^ir 
^  attitudes  and  in  their  drefs :  but  though  we  fee  heads, 
which  prefent  fome  agreeable  feature,  yet  they  are 
very  incorrcftly  drawn.  The  eyes  in  a  full  face  are 
frequently  reprefented  as  they  fhould  appear  in  a 
profile  ;  and  the  hands  are  always  wretchedly  done. 
Moreover,  there  are  no  fliades  in  thefe  drawings,  and 
the  objefts  appear  as  if  they  received  light  from  all 
fides.  They  have  not  even  a  fliade  upon  their  ground, 
and  are,  in  fome  meafure,  tranfparent.  According- 
ly, it  may  be  faid  that  the  Chinefe  are  not  in  the 
leaft  in  pofleflion  of  the  art  of  painting :  for  there 
can  be  no  painting  where  there  are  neither  contours, 
nor  half- tints,  nor  fliades,  nor  refledted  lights.  Their 
works  are  at  beft  nothing  more  than  flight  coloured 
prints. 

We  cannot  draw  any  conclufion  from  the  plates 
that  were  engraved  at  Paris  for  the  emperor  of  Chi- 
na. The  drawings  were  made  by  miflionaries  who 
had  learned  the  art  of  defign  in  Europe,  by  which 
means,  they  have  in  general  been  found  conformable 
to  the  ideas  of  efiedl  which  we  acquire  from  a  fludied 
infpe<^on  of  nature.  Neverthelefs,  in  conformity 
without  doubt  to  the  cuftom  of  the  empire,  one  of 
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BOOK  them  has  been  found,  in  which  -the  figures  marked 
^^^^^^'^  P  no  Ibade  upon  the  ground,  which  made  them  appear 
^"^^^^'^^  ^s  if  xhty  were  in  the  air. 

The  perfpedive  we  obferve  in  thefe  drawings,  maj 
alfo  be  attributed  to  the  knowledge  acquired  in  Eu- 
rope. Though  it  be  not  accurate  nor  well  chofen, 
'  fince  all  the  afpeds  are  reprefented  as  in  a  kite's  view, 
yet  thefe  prints  are,  in  this  refpeft,  very  fuperiof  to 
real  Chinefe  drawings.  In  the  latter,  we  may  in* 
deed  diftinguilh  fome  idea  of  diminution  in  perfpec- 
tive,  and  of  the  leffening  of  objeds  :  but  we  difcern 
nothing  that  can  induce  us  to  fuppofe,  that  they  have 
any  knowledge  of  perfpedlive  geometrically  demon- 
ftrated. 

Thefe  theoretical  principles  being  lefs  neceffary  in 
fculpture,  they  have  made  more  proficiency  in  that 
art.  In  many  of  their  figures  with  fhaking  heads, 
we  obferve  accurate  imitations  of  nature,  executed 
with  great  care,  but  without  tafte  in  the  workman- 
Ihip,  and  fervilcly  copied,  as  amongft  us,  at  the  re- 
vival of  the  arts,  Thefe  aftifts  know  not  how  to  con- 
fider  nature  in  her  beauties.  This  proceeds,  proba^ 
bly,  from  their  not  ftudying  the  naked  figure,  and 
from  the  circumftance  of  thek  not  aiming  at  improv-^ 
ment,  as  foon  as  they  find  that  they  are  advanced  a^ 
far  as  their  predeceflbrs. 

This  confined  method  of  ftudying  may  however 
have  produced  one  good  effeft  among  them,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  their  porcelain.  It  may  have  contributed  to 
preferve  in  their  vafes  the  forms  the  itioft  fimpk,  and 
thofe  which  firft  prefented  thcmfelves.  Thefe  are, 
in  fad,  the  moft  proper  for  this  fpecies  of  fculpture. 
They  are  the  beft  adapted  to  the  neceffity  of  bear- 
ing an  intenfe  fire  without  getting  out  of  fhape. 
Their  form,  which  is  generally  upright,  or  has  none 
but  very  eafy  iftfledions,  feems  more  fit  to  bear  the 
eflfed  of  baking.  Our  abundance  of  genius,  and  the 
coriftant  defire  of  producing  fom^thing  new,  induces 
us  to  attempt  all  kinds  of  curved  attitudes,  and  fre- 
quently to  paint  objeds  in  the  air,  which  fucceed 
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'with  difficulty  ;  and  which,  becoming  irregular  by  b  o  o  k 
the  adtion  of  the  fire,  produce  many  defedb,  and  oc* .  ^*  . 
cafion  the  lofs  of  feveral  pieces.  To  which  we  may 
add,  that  the  firft  workmen  who  were  employed  in 
making  figures  for  vafes  in  our  manufadures,  were 
too  much  accuftomed  to  work  in  gold  and  filver, 
where  every  thing  may  be  -attempted.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  time,  experience,  and  the  failure  of  fuq- 
cefs  in  many  trials,  will  reftore  to  this  art  the  fimpli* 
city  that  belongs  to  it. 

Since  the  cuilom  of  painting  upon  paper  has  been 
adopted  in  France  and  England,  the  Chinefe  paper 
is  in  lefs  requeft.  We  may  poflibly  be  as  fuccefsful 
in  our  endeavours  of  producing  rhubarb  for  ourfelves. 

The  rhubarb  is  a  root  which  has  the  property  of  china  fop- 
purging  gently,  of  ftrengthening  the  ftomach,  of  facili-  |}j|JJi^, 
tating  digeftion,  and  of  deftroying  worms  in  children,  with  rho. 
It  is  a  tuberofe  root,  rather  fpongy,  brown  in  the^JSj^^. 
outfide,  yellow  internally,  and  ftreaked  with  reddifh  cict. 
veins.     Its  tafte  is  bitter  and  aftringent,  its  fmell  a« 
crid  and  aromatic.    That  which  is  clofe,  has  a  ftrong 
fmell,  and  tinges  the  fialiva  yellow,  is  preferred.  The 
pieces  that  are  rotten,  too  loofe  in  then:  texture,  and 
have  but  little  fmell,  are  thrown  away. 

We  have  not,  as  yet,  any  certain  idea  of  the  plant 
that  yields  this  remedy  :  it  has  not  been  examined 
upon  the  fpot  by  any  naturalift.  The  rhubarb  of 
Mufcovy,  the  leaves  of  which  are  undulated,  has 
been  for  fome  time  (ponfidered  as  the  true  rhubarb  : 
but  its  root,  which  is  too  compaft,  and  lefs  purgative 
feems  to  decide  the  matter  againft  it.  Another  fpe- 
cies,  which  is  the  Rheum  Palmatum  of  the  botanifts, 
and  fome  feeds  of  which  Mr,  de  Juffieu  has  lately  re- 
ceived through  Ruifia„  fhould  feem  to  be  the  plant 
in  queition.  Its  root  has  the  fame  texture,  the  fame 
diftinguilhing  charaders,  the  fame  properties,  as  that 
which  is  ufed  in  our  fhops.  It  is  oblong,  tuberofe, 
and  pufhes  out  feveral  leaves,  palmated,  has  fharp 
pointed  pods,  from  the  middle  of  which  there  rifes. 
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B  o  o  K  at  the  height  of  fix  feet  feet,  a  ftalfc  of  white  flowers, 
^'  ,  rather  fmall,  each  of  which  is  compofed  of  a  colour- 
ed caiix  with  fix  divifions  of  nine  ftamina,  and  one 
piftil,  furmounted  with  three  ftyles,  which  becomes, 
as  it  ripens,  a  triangulaF  feed. 

We  know  not  the  precife  place  from  whence  this 
fpecies  originally  comes :  but  it  is  well  afcertained^ 
that  the  true  rhubarb  grows  without  cultivation,  be- 
tween the  thirtieth  and  thirty-ninth  degrees  of  north 
latitude.  The  provinces  of  Chenfi  and  of  Setfchuen* 
to  the  north-weft  of  China,  the  lefs  Bucbaria,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Tangut,  fill  up  a  great  part  of  this 
immenfe  fpace. 

The  root  of  the  rhubarb  is  taken  out  of  the  earth 
towards  the  end  of  winter,  before  the  leaves  are  un- 
folded. It  is  cut  into  pieces,  which  are  placed  upon 
long  tables,  and  ftirred  about  feveral  times  in  a  day, 
till  the  juice  they  contain  is  grown  thick  and  con- 
crete. Without  this  precaution,  the  moft  a6Hve  part 
of  the  root  would  be  diflipated,  the  confequences  of 
which  would  be  a  diminution  of  its  weight  and  of  its 
virtues.  The  roots  are  afterwards  ftrung  upon  little 
firings  to  dry  them,  and  are  hung  up  in  the  open  air« 
in  a  fhady  place,  or  tied  round  the  necks  of  the  cat- 
tle, as  fome  travellers  afiirm.  They  are  afterwards 
folded  up  in  cotton,  and  fent  to  their  refpedtive^  def- 
tinations. 

The  Calmuck  Tartars,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Bucharia,  are  the  perfons  who  carry  the  rhubarb  to 
Oremburg,  where  the  Ruflian  government  has  it 
bought  up.  The  good  roots  are  carefully  feparated 
from  the  bad  ones.  Thofe  that  are  not  worth  pre- 
ferving  are  burned  ;  and  the  reft:  are  dried  a  fecond 
time.  The  rhubarb  that  is  not  confumed  in  the  in- 
terior part  .of  the  empire,  is  delivered  to  the  Englilh 
merchants  at  a  ftipulated  price,  which  never  varies. 
It  is  the  beft  of  all  the  rhubarbs. 

Next  to  this  is  the  fort  which  the  people  of  Great 
Bucharia  carry  into  Perfia,  and  which,  after  having 
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tnv^rftd  pan  of  Aik  by  lafnd,  arrives  od  the  bdrdets  b  o  6  k 
<^  the  Mediterranean,  where  it  is  bought  by  the  Vc-.  ^■^' 
o^iians. 

Be£citt  it  is  fold  again;  this  rhcibadyis  treated  near^ 
.  ly  with  the  fame  care  as  that  which  has  paflfed  through 
the  hands  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  rhubarb  which  comes  to  us  by  thefe  two  chan- 
nels,' not  being  fufficient  for  our  confumption,  we^ 
have  been  obliged  to  employ  that  whieh  our  naviga^ 
tors  bring  us  frorti  Chtna«  It  is  very  inferior  to  tb*, 
other  forts  f  whether  it  be  that  it  has  only  been  dri- 
ed  in  an  oven^  as  it  has  been  imagined  from  its  not 
being  bored ;  or  whether  it  may  have  acquired  fome 
particular  tafte  by  being  placed  near  other  produC'i* 
tions ;  or,  jn  a  woifd^  whether  a  Ton^  toyage  at  fea 
may  not  have  altered  its  properties. 

The  Europeans  have  been  deflrqus  of  appropriate 
ing  to  themfelves  thik  faldtary  plant.  The  rhubarb 
tree  which  is  feen  in  the  royal  garden  at  Paris, 
has  already  furniihed  feme  feeds  and  (hoots^  which 
have  fucceeded  in  an  open  ground^  in  feveral  pro-i- 
vinces  of  thfe  kingdom.  The  foeiety  eftablifbed  at 
liondon  for  the  encouragement  Of  arts  and  commerce; 
diftributed,  in  1779,  medals  to  twoFnglifh  cultivai 
tors  who  had  produced  rhubarb  o(  a  fupetior  quality: 
Thefe  firft  experiments  mufthavtbe^h  attended  witl) 
favourable  confeqUencesw 

Befide  the  articles  already  mentioned,  the  Ebro^ 
peans  bring  from  China,  ink,  camphli^e^  tohit,  canet> 
gum- lac;  and  formerly  they  purchafed  goM  there. 

In  Europe  a  mark  of  gold  is  worth  ^bout  fowrteed 
marks  and  a  half  of  filver.  If  there  were  a  country 
in  which  it  was  worth  twenty,  our  merchants  would 
carry  gold  thither  to  exchange  it  for  filver.  They 
would  bring  us  back  that  filver;  to  receive  gold  iu 
exchange,  which  they  would  again  carry  abfoad  for 
the  fame  purpofe-  This  trade  would  be  continued 
in  this  manner  till  the  relative  Value  of  the  two  me- 
tals came  to  be  much  the  fame  in  both  countries.  It 
was  upon  this  principle,  that  for  a  long  time  filver 

mil  U 
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90  o  K  was  fent  to  Chitia,  to  bebarticred  for  gold ;  hy  wbieli 

.^,  ^'    .  trMfic  a  profit  of  forty- five  per  cent,  W4$  made.    U 

was  never  carried  on  by  the  charter  companies;  be^ 

caiife  the  profit  they  in^4^  upon  it,  however  coofi- 

4erable  it  may  appfear,  was  y^  much  inferior  to  that 

obtained  upon  their  merchap4ife«   Their  agents,  who 

were,  not  indulged  in  purfuin^  what  trade  they  ohofe, 

attended  to  thefe  fpeculacions  for  their  own  advan? 

£age«    They  followed  this  brapeh  of  commerce  with 

fo  much  acuity,  that  in  a  ibort  time  the  letumt 

were  not  fufficient  to  induce  them  to  QontiAue  it* 

Gold  is  of  greater  or  lefs  value  at  Gaston,  according 

to  the  time  of  the  year  when  it  is  purchafed ;  its  va* 

lue  is  lower  from  the  beginning  o^'  February  to  the 

end  of  May,  than  through  the  reft  of  the  year,  wb^i 

the  harbour  is  full  of  foreign  fhips.     Yet,  in  the  moft 

favourable  feafon,  no  more  than  eighteen  per  cent. 

jbs  to  be  made  of  it,  which  is  not  a  (ufficient  induce* 

ment  for  ^nf  one  to  undertake  this  traffic^    The  oa* 

ly  agents,,  who  have  not  beeij  (ufferers  by  the  cefla^ 

tion  of  this  trade,  are  thcrfe  of  the  French  company^ 

who  werd. never  aUowed  to  be  concerned  in  it.    The 

diredors  referved  that  prc£t  for  themfdves.    Many 

attempted  it;  but  Caftanier  was  the  only  one  who 

carried  on  the  trade  with  abilhtes  and  fuccefs.     He 

fent  goods,  to  Me3{ico ;  thefe  were  fold  for  piaftres; 

which  were  carried  to  Acapulco^  then  to  the  Philip'^ 

pines,  a^  ftom  thence  to  China,  where  they  were 

gartered  for  gold.    That  able  man,  by  this  judiciotts 

circulation,  had  opened  a  tmck^  which  it  is  furprifing 

that  no  one  has  iince  purfued; 

Accoant  of     All  the  Europeau  nations,  which  fail  beyond  the 

^nfwhi  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  go  as  fiir  as  China.    The  Por- 

harc  form,  tugucfc  wcrc  the  firft  who  landed  there.     The  Chi* 

^oM^^'  nefe  gave  them  the  town  of  Macao,  which  was  built 

China.      upon  a  barrel  and  rugged  fpot,  on  the  point  (^  a  lit- 

tie  ifland  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Canton,  and  with 

it  a  territory  of  about  three  miles  in  circumference. 

They  obtained  the  freedom  of  the  harbour,  which  is 

too  narrow*  but  fafe  and  commodious,  upon  the  ccm^ 
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ditioii  of  pdying  ta  die  emp^w  all  the  duties  to  be  b  o  o  « 
levied  on  the  flups  tb»t  fliould  come  in  ;  and  they  ,  ^'  ^ 
purchafed  the  lihertjiof  building  fortificationa,  by 
engaging  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of  37,500  livre^ 
[156^1.  lOs,].  A$  long  a9  the  court  of  Xifbon  main« 
tained  the  foyereignty  of  the  Indian  feas,  this  pkce 
Was  a  famous  mart,  Xt  declined  in  the  fame  propor-» 
tion  as  the  power  oi  the  Fortuguefe^  and  graduid]^ 
came  to  nothing.  There  wquIH  fcarce  be  ^ny  re-* 
iEnembrance  left  of  this  fpot,  formerly  fo  celebrated, 
if,  during  one  part  of  the  y^ar,  it  did  not  ferve  as  an 
afylum  for  the  Surdpean  fadors»  who,  after  the  de^ 
parture  of  their  fhipSi  are  obliged  to  quit  Canton, 
which  they  cannot  re-enter  till  their  veflela  return^ 
Nevertbelefs^  the  feeble  remains  of  this  oace  i^u« 
rifliing  colony,  ftiU  enjoyed  a  kind  of  independence 
till  the  year  1 774, 

At  tluit  period,  the  murder  of  a  Chinefe  determin* 
ed  the  viceroy  of  the  province  to  apply  to  his  court 
for  a  magiftrate  to  inftru^  and  govern  the  barbarians 
nf  Macao ;  thefe  were  the  words  of  his  petition.  The 
court  fent  a  Mandarin,  who  took  poiTeffion  of  the 
town  in  the  name  of  his  mailer.  He  fcomed  to  live 
among  fbreigners^  who  are  always  holden  in  great 
contempt,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  th,e  diftance  of 
a  league  from  the  town. 

The  Dutch  njet  with  worCb  treatment  about  a  cen- 
tury ago.  Thofe  tepubticans,  who,  notwithftanding 
the  fuperiority  they  had  gained  in  the  Afiatic  feas, 
had  been  excluded  from  China  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  Portuguefe,  at  laft  got  accefs  to  the  ports  of  that 
empire*  Not  fatisfied  with  the  precarious  footing 
they  had  acquired  there,  they  attempted  to  ered  a 
fort  near  Hoang-pou,  wider  pretence  of  building  ^  . 
warehouCe.  It  is  faid,  th^t  their  defign  was  to  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  navigation  of  the  Tigris^ 
»iid  to  give  law  both  to  the  Chinefe  and  to  foreign<r 
ers,  who  were  delirous  of  trading  to  Canton.  Their 
views  were  difcovered  too  foon  for  their  intereft. 
They  were  all  maffacred  ;  and  it  was  a  great  whijc 

Uij 
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K  before  any  of  their  nation  could  Tenture  to  appev 
anew  upon  the  coafts  of  China.  They  were  feen 
there  again  about  the  year  I730.  The  firft  (hip$ 
that  arrived  there  came  from  Javt.  They  brought 
various  commodities  of  the  growth  of  Indik  in  ge^ 
neral*  and  of  their  own  colonies  in  particular,  and 
bartered  them  for  thofe  of  the  country.  The  com- 
manders of  thefe  veflels,  wholly  intent  upon  pleaf- 
ing  the  council  of  BataTia,  from  which  they  imm- 
diately  received  their  orders,  and  es^pe^ted  their 
promotion,  had  nothing  in  view  bM  to  difpofe  of 
the  merchandife  they  were  intrufted  widi,  with- 
out attending  to  the  quality  of  that  they  received 
in  return.  The  Company  foon  found,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  proceeding  they  could  never  fup- 
port  themfelves  againft  their  competitors.  This  confi* 
deration  determined  them  to  fend  Ihips  diretSIy  from 
Europe  with  money.  They  tom:h  at  Batavta,  where 
they  take  in  fuch  commodities  of  the  country  as  are 
fit  for  China,  and  return  direiEHy  into  our  latitudes^ 
with  much  better  ladings  than  formerly,  but  not  fo 
good  as  thofe  of  the  Englifh, 

Of  all  the  nations  that  have  eftablilhed  an  inttf- 
coikrfe  with  China,  the  Fnglifh  have  maintained  it 
the  moft  Conftantly.  They  had  a  fadiory  in  the  illand 
of  Chufan,  at  the  time  when  afiairs  were  chiefly 
tranfaded  at  Emouy.  When  thefe  were  centered  at 
Canton,  their  aftivity  was  ftill  the  fame.  As  their 
Company  were  required  to  export  woollen  cloths, 
they  determined  to  keep  agents  conftantly  at  this 
place  to  difpofe  of  them.  This  cuftom  of  the  En- 
glifli,  joined  to  the  great  demand  for  tea  in  their  fet- 
tlements,  made  them,  at  the  beginning  of  the  centu- 
ry, mailers  of  almoft  all  the  trade  carried  on  between 
China  and  Europe.  The  heavy  duties  laid  by  the 
Farliametit  on  that  foreign  produc^on,  at  laft  made 
other  nations,  and  France  in  particular,  fenfible  of 
the  advantages  of  this  commerce. 

France  had  formed  in  1660  a  particular  Company 
for  the  trade  of  thefe  latitudes^    A  rich  merchant  of 
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Rouen,  named  Fermanel,  was  at  the  head  of  the  ^  o^9i  K 
undertaking ;  which  was  begun  with  an  infuQicicnt 
capital,  and  proved  unfuccefefol.  The  averfipn,  na^ 
turally  entertained  for  a  people  who  believed  that 
foreigners  came  among  them  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  corrupt  their  motalsf  and  to  deprive  them  of 
their  liberty,  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  loffes 
that  were  fullained.  In  vain,  towards  the  year  1685, 
did  the  Chinefe  alter  their  opinion,  and  confequent^ 
ly  their  behaviour.  The  French  feldom  frequent 
their  ports.  The  new  fociety  formed  in  1698,  was 
not  more  adive  than  the  former  ;  nor  did  they  fuc* 
ceed  in  this  trade,  till  it  came  to  be  united  with  that 
of  India,  and  rofe  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  Danes  and  the  Swedes  began  to  frequent  the 
ports  of  China  about  the  iame  time,  and  have  aded 
upon  the  feme  principles  as  the  French*  The  £mb* 
den  Company  would  probably  have  adopted  them 
likewife,  had  it  fubfifled  long  enough. 

The  annual  purchafes  made  by  the  Europeans  in 
China,  if  we  compute  them  by  thofe  of  the  year 
1766,  amount  to  26,754,494  livres  [1,114,7701  ns. 
8d.]  ;  this  fum,  above  four-fifths  of  which  is  laid 
out  on  the  fingle  article  of  tea,  was  paid  in  pia((res, 
or  in  goods  carried  by  twenty- three  fhips.  Sweden 
fumifhed  it93S,i68  livres  [80,632!.]  in  money,  and 
4^7.500  [17,8121.  los.]  in  tin,  lead,  and  other  com- 
modities.  Denmark,  2,161,630  livres  [90,0671.  i8s. 
4d.3  in  money,  and  231,000  [962 5I.]  in  iron,  lead,  and 
gun-flints.  France,  4,000*000  [i66,6661.  13s.  4d.] 
in  money,  and  400,000  [i 6,6661.  13s;  4d.]  in  dra:^ 
pery.  Holland,  2,735,400  [113,9751.]  in  money,  and 
44,600  [1858I.  68.  8d.]  in  woollen  goods,  befidc 
4,000,150  [166,6721.  1 8s.  4d.]  in  the  produce  of  h« 
colonies.  Great  Britain,  5443,566  livres  [226,8151. 
58.]  in  money,  2,000475  [83,353!.  2S.  6d,]  in  woollen 
cloths,  and  3,375,000  [140,6251.]  in  various  article$ 
firom  different  parts  of  India.  All  thefe  fums  toge- 
ther amount  to  26,754494  livres  [1,114,7771.  lis. 
3d^].  We  do  not  include  ia  this  calculation  10,000,009 
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d  6  ^  X  [416,6661 13s.  4d.]  in  fpeck,  irhich  the  Engliih  have 

.    T;    ,  tarried  over  and  above  what  we  have  mentioned,  be- 

caufe  they  were  deftined  to  pay  off  the  debts  that 

nation  had  contraded,  or  to  lay  in  a  ftock  to  trada 

upon  in  the  intervals  between  the  voyages. 

^^.^^  It  i8  not  eftfy  to  forfee  what  this  trade  will  hereaf- 

tun^Tom-  ter  be.    Though  the  Chinefe  are  fo  fond  of  money, 

i^^^c  ^y  ^^^^  ^^^^  iiKilined  to  Ihut  tlidr  ports  againft 

of  the  trade  the  Europeans,  than  to  encouta^  them  to  extend 

?^chSr  *^^^^  ^r^^-  ^^  ^^^  fP*^^  '^  *^^  Tartars  has  fubfid- 
pd,  and  the  conquerors  have  imbibed  the  maxims  of 
the  vanquiHied  nation,  they  have  adopted  their  pre« 
judices,  and  in  p^ticular  their  averfion  and  pontempt 
of  foreigners.  Thej  have  difcovered  thefe  difpofi- 
tiohs,  by  the  humihating  hardifaips  they  have  impof- 
ed  upon  them,  after  having  treat?ed  them  with  great 
rcfpeft.  The  transition  is  but  fbort  from  this  preca- 
t4ous  fituation  to  a  totnl  expulfion.  It  may  not  be 
far  off;  and  this  is  the  more  likely,  as  there  is  an 
adlve  nation  which  is,  perhaps,  fecretly  contriving 
to  bring  about  this  event. 

The  Dutch  are  not  ignorant  diat  all  Europe  ig 
grown  very  fond  of  feveral  Chinefe  produdions. 
They  may  readily  fuppofe,  that  the  impoffibility  of 
procuring  them  from  the  firft  hand  would  not  hinder 
the  confumption.  If  all  Europeans  were  excluded 
from  China,  the  natives  would  eKport  their  own  com- 
modities. As  their  ihipping  is  not  fit  for  a  long  na- 
vigation, they  would  be  under  a  neceffity  cf  carry- 
ing them  to  Batavia  or  Mala^;  and  the  nation  to 
whom  thefe  colonies  belong,  would  immediately  get 
all  this  trade  in  its  hands.  It  is  dreadful  even  to  fuf* 
ped  thefe  republicans  of  any  thing  fp  bafe,  but  it  i^ 
well  known  that  they  have  bepn  guilty  of  more  odi- 
ous a4as  for  interefts  of  lefs  confequence. 
'  If  the  ports  of  China  were  once  fliut,  it  is  probaT 
ble  they  would  be  fo  for  ever.  The  obftinacy  of  that 
nation  would  never  fuffer  them  to  retraA,  and  there 
is  no  appearance  that  they  wotild  be  compelled  to  it. 
What  meafures  could  be  taken  againft  a  nate  at  the 
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4Uhuiee  of  eight  thoufimd  leagues  ?  No  govemmmt  b  o  (t  k 
citn  bo  fo  abfurd  as  to  imagine/  Aat  men,  after  the .  ^'  . 
fetigues  of  fo  long  a  vof^raj^,  would  venture  to  at^* 
tempt  conqu^lls  in  a  country  defended  by  futh  a; 
immber  of  people  however  deilitute  of  qourage  this 
nation,  ^fakh  has  never  tried  its  ftrengtb  agalnft  the 
Europeans,  may  be  foppofed  to  be;  The  only  way 
in  which  we  c(Hild  diflirefs  thele  people,  would  be  by 
kitircepting  their  navigation,  winch  is  an  ohj^&  they 
pay  little  attention  to,  as  it  neither  affedb  thebr  fubc 
fiftence  nor  thdurconveniMdes. 

Even  this  fruitleft  revenge  Would  btt  pmaicable 
but  for  a  (holt  time.  The  (hips  employed  in  this  pi-^ 
ratical  ctxAk  would  be  driven  from  thofe  ladtudes; 
one  put  of  the  year  by  the  mon&ons,  and  the  othet 
part  by  the  ftorms  they  call  typhons,  whkh  are  pecu-> 
liar  to  the  lea0  of  China. 

Having  thus  explained  tht  manner  in  which  the 
Europeans  have  hitherto  carried  on  the  Eaft  India 
trade,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  examine  three  quef* 
tions,  which  naturally  arife  upon  the  fubjed  and 
have  not  yet  been  decided,  i.  Whether  it  be  advi£» 
able  to  continue  that  trade.  2.  Whether  large  fettle^ 
foents  be  neceflkry  to  carry  it  on  with  fuccels^ 
3.  Whether  it  ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  exclu^ 
five  companies.  We  (hall  dilcufs  thefe  points  with 
Impartiality,  as  we  have  no  other  concern  in  tbe 
taufe  but  the  intereft  of  mankind* 

All  the  accounts  we  have  of  things,  are  perverted 
by  ignorance  or  evil  intentions.  The  politician  is 
guided  only  by  his  view< ;  the  merchant  by  his  in- 
tereft.  There  is  none  but  the  philofopher  who  knows 
when  to  doubt ;  who  is  ilent,  when  his  knowledge 
Mh  him ;  and  who  tells  the  truth,  when  once  he 
refolves  to  foeak.  For  indeed,  what  reward  could 
be  oflered,  or  fufficient  importance  to  induce  him  to 
deceive  mankind,  and  to  forfeit  his  character  ?  If  we 
fuppofe  it  fortune ;  he  is  rich  enough,  if  he  have  but 
a  fuffidency  to  fatisfy  his  wants,  which  are  extremely 
limited.    U  i(  ambition  ?  If  he  have  the.  happineft  of 
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t  o  o  K  being  wife,  he  may  eMtti^  the  envy  ^  otfaeis ;  bitt 
.  ^^'  .  there  is  nothing  un4f r  the  heavens  that  he  can  p^f. 
^^'"^'^  fitly  coTOt.  Is  he  to  be  tcmpte4  with  dignities  ?  Hfe 
kn€(W6  they  WiU  not  be  oflfereij .  to  him  j  ^aad  if  they 
ihouU  be^  he. knows  that  he  would  not  accept  theai 
without  a  cmwnty  of  doing  good.  Ir  he  to  be  fe- 
daced  by  flgtiery?  He  is  tptally  Maoqwainted. . wit^ 
this  «rt,*dn4  dildains  the  contemptible  advuntfiges  ^ 
k.  ,Ga^  he  be  influenced.by  f^ar?  I{e  fe^rs  nothingj^ 
notcirw  degtbt  If  he  fee  thrown  intoad^i^eon,  hq 
is  well  aware  this  is  not  tte  firft  time  thiit  tyrants. 
et.GKitiiCS^  biVe  plunged  virti^e  into  fuch  aifituation, 
from  whence  Ihc  ha^  bt^n  taken  put  merely  to  htt 
(Icagged  upon  n  fo^old.  It  is  be  whq.  efcapes  p^  of 
the  b^ndsiof  d^ftiny  that  knows  not  botf  t^  lay  hold 
of  him,  befcaufe  )ie  has  broken  <>fF,  as  the  ftoic  lay#^ 
the  handles  by  which  tbe  ftrong  felEq^  upo|i  the  weak« 
and  difpofcspf  them  ?t  pleafure. 
SJ^  Whbev^rcdnfiders. Europe  as  formiag  but  one  body, 
ihouid  coo- the  members  of  which  %^t  united  in  one  common  in? 
P^dl  with  tereft,  or  at  lealft  in  the  fame  kind  of  intereft,  wiU 
^^  not  hefitftte  to  puonounf^e.^'Ihether  her  conine^n^ 
with  Aiia  be  advantagepus  pr  not.  The  India  trade 
evidently  enlarges  the  circle  of  our  enjoyments.  I^ 
procures  us  wtolefome  and  agreeable  liquors,  cpnve* 
niences  of  a  more  refined  nature,  more  fplen<Md  fur* 
niture,  fome  new  pleafures,  and  ^  mqre  comfortable 
exiftence/  Such  powenul  incentives,  hjive  ba4  the 
lame  influence  upontbofe  natipns,  who,  from  their 
fituatipn,  adivity,  good  fortune  in  making  difcoverie% 
and  boldnefs  in  enterprifes,  can  procure  thefe  enjoy- 
ments for  themfelves  ^t  their  very  fource ;  as  upon 
thofe  who  are  unable  tp  acquire  them*  unlefs  through 
the  cbannel  of  the  maritime:  ftates,  whofe  fiavigatioq 
enabled  them  to  difperfc  the  fuperfluities  of  their  en* 
joyments  over  the  wbole  continent,  The  Europewf 
have  been  fo  eagerjn  their  pvrfuit  after  thefe  foreign 
luxuries,  that  neither:  the  higheft  duties,  the  ftrideil 
prohibitions,  nor  the  fevereft  penalties, ,  have  been 
able  to  reilr^in  it.    Eyery.gpyernment,  ^^x  ^vinf 
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ia  vain  tried  to  fubdile  this  inclination,  which  only  book 
increafed  by  oppofition,  has  been  forced  at  laft  to .     y*    . 
yield  tQ it;  though  general  prejudice^,  which  were 
ftreogth^H^  by  time  and  culloni,  made  them  con^ 
£der  this  compUance  aa  detrimental  to  the  Xtability 
of  the  Qommon  good. 

But  the  time  was  come,  when  it  becapie  neceflary 
to  remove  the  reftraints.  CaQ  it  be  a  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  it  he  beneficial  to  add. the  enjoyments  of  fo- 
reign climates  to  thofe  of  our  own  ?  Univerfal  fociety 
exi^  a^  well  for  the  common  intereft  of  the  whole, 
g^  by  the  mutual  interefl  of  all  the  individuals  that 
fcHppofe  it.  An  increafe  of  felicity  muft,  tlierefore, 
lefult  from  a  general  intercourfe.  Commerce  i&  the 
cxerqife  of  that  valuable  Uljerty,  to  which  natare  has 
invited  ^  iQen  ;  which  is  the.  fQurce  of  their  happi- 
pefs^and  indeed  of  their  virtue*,.  We  may  eveni 
ventiire  to  aflert,  that  men  are  never  £0  truly  fenfible 
of  their  fr^dom  as  they  are  in  a  cpmmercial  inter-r 
courfe'}  nor  is  any  thing  fo  cpnducive  to  it  as  com** 
IQerciftl  laws  :  and  one  particular  advantage  derive4 
froon  this  circu^iftance  is,  that  as  trade  produces  li^ 
berty,  (o  it  contributes  to  preferve  it. 

Wd  ipuft  be  but  little  acquainted  with  man,  if  we 
magii:^  that,  in  order  to  make  him  ha,ppy»  he  muil 
be  debarred  from  enjoyments.  We  grant,  that  the 
being  accuijtomed  to  want  the  conveniencies  of  life 
leflens  the  fum  of  our  misfortunes ;  but  by  diminifhT 
log  our  pleafures  in  a  greater  proportion  than  our 
pains,  ve  are  rather  brought  to  ^  (late  of  infenGbility 
{than  of  happinefs.  If  nature  hav^  given  man  a  hear| 
iiifceptible  of  tender  imprefiions  ;  if  his  imaginatioit 
be  for  ever  involuntarily  employed  in  fearch  of  ideal 
Und  delufive  objeds  of  happinefs,  it  is  fit  that  his 
feltlels  mind  f)iould  have  an  infinite  variety  of  enjoy* 
ments  to  purfue.  But  let  reafon  teach  him  to  be 
(ktisfie^d  with  fuch  things  as  he  can  enjoy,  and  no| 
to  be  mnxiou^  for  thofe  that  are  out  of  his  reach ;  this 
f$  true  wifdom.  But  to  require,  that  reafon  fhould 
fMiike  us  volun^mly  reje^ft  what  it  is  in  our  power  t^ 
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BOOK  add  to  our  prefent  happinefe,  is  to  contradid  nature, 
■  y*  .  and  to  fubvert  the  firft  principles  of  fociety  j  it  is  to 
transform  the  univerfe  into  one  vaft  monaftery,  and 
to  change  men  into  fo  many  idle  and  melancholy 
anchorets.  Let  us  fuppofe  this  project  executed ; 
and,  cafting  our  eyes  upon  the  globe,  let  us  a(k  our- 
fclves,  whether  we  fhoiild  be  better  pleafed  with  it  in 
the  ftate  we  ihould  then  fee  it,  than  as  it  was  before? 
How  Ihall  we  perfuade  man  to  be  content  with  the 
few  indulgences  that  moralifts  think  proper  to  allow 
him  }  How  ihall  we  afcertain  the  limits  of  what  is 
necei&ry,  which  varies  according  to  his  fituatioo  in 
life,  his  attainments,  and  his  defires  ?  No  fooner  had 
his  induftry  facilitated  the  means  of  procuring  a  fub^ 
fiftence,  than  the  leifure  he  gained  by  this  was  em- 
ployed in  extending  the  limits  of  his  faculties  and  the^ 
circle  of  his  pleafures.  Hence  arofe  all  his  faditioul 
wants.  The  difcovery  of  a  new  fpecies  of  len&tion^ 
excited  a  defire  of  preferring  them,  and  apropenfity 
to  find  out  others.  The  peifeftion  of  one  art  intro^ 
duced  the  knowledge  of  federal  others.  The  fucceft 
of  a  war,  occafioned  by  hunger  or  revenge,  fugg^ed 
the  idea  of  conqueft.  Navigation  put  men  under  4 
neceffity  of  defhx>ying  one  another,  or  of  forming  a 
general  union.     Commercial  treaties  between  nation^ 

Sarted  by  the  feas,  and  focifil  compafts  between  men 
ifperfed  upon  the  earth,  bore  an  exaA  refemblance 
to  each  other,  Thefe  feveral  relations  began  by  con- 
tefts,  and  ended  by  aflbciations.  War  and  navigation 
have  occafioned  a  mutual  communication  between 
different  people  and  dififerent  colonies.  Hence  men 
i)ecame  connected  with  each  other  bv  dependence  or 
intercourfe.  The  refufe  of  all  natums,  inixing  to- 
gether during  the  ravages  of  war,  are  iniproved  and 
poliihed  by  commerce  ;  the  true  fpirit  of  wUch  i% 
that  an  nations  ihould  confider  themfeives  as  6M 
^at  fociety,  whofc  menibers  have  all  an  equal  right 
to  partake  of  the  conveniencies  of  the  reil.  Contmerce, 
in  its  objed  and  in  the  means  employed  to  carry  it  on, 
fuppofes  an  inclination  and  a  liberty  between  all  Ra> 
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tions  ta  make  every  exchange  that  can  contribute  to  b 
their  mutual  fatisfaftion.     The  inclination  and  the 
liberty  of  procuring  enjoytnents  are  the  only  two 
fpringg  of  indufti*y,  and  the  oftly  two  princi^es  of 
(bcial  intercourfe  among  men. 

Thofe  who  cenfure  the  trade  of  JEurope  with  India, 
have  only  the  following  reafons  td  allege  againft  an 
univerfal  and  free  intercourfe ;  that  it  is  attended 
with  a  confiderable  lofs  of  men  ;  that  it  cheeks  the 
progrefs  of  our  induftry  ;  and  that  it  leflens  our  dock 
of  money.    Thcfe  objeAions  arc  eafily  obviated. 

As  long  as  every  man  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  choofc 
a  profeffii»i,  and  to  employ  his  abilities  in  any  man« 
jier  moil  agreeable  to  himfetf,  we  need  not  be  folic!-* 
toirs  about  his  deftiny.  As  in  a  ftate  of  freedom 
ev^ry  thing  has  its  proper  value,  no  man  will  expofc 
himfelf  to  any  danger,  without  expefting  an  equi- 
valent.  In  a  well  regulated  ibciety,  every  individual 
is  at  liberty  to  do  what  is  mod  conformable  to  his 
inclina^on  and  his  intereft,  provided  it  be  not  incon* 
fiftent  with  the  properties  and  liberties  of  otherSi  A 
}aw,  that  fhould  prohibit  every  ftude  in  which  a  man 
might  endanger  his  Ufe,  would  Condemn  a  great  part 
of  mankind!  to  ftarve,  and  would  deprive  fociety  of 
numberkfs  advantages.  We  need  not  crofs  the  line 
to  carry  on  a  dangerous  trade  j  fince,  even  in  Eu- 
rope, we-  may  find  n^ny  occupations  fer  more  de- 
ftrudive  to  the  human  race  than  the  navigation  to  In- 
dia. If  the  perils  attending  fea- voyages  deftroy  fome 
of  our  men,  let  us  6nly  give  due  ejricouragement  to 
the  culture  of  our  lands,  and  our  population  will  be 
fo  much  increafed,  that  we  (hall  be  better  able  to 
fpare  thofe  felf-devoted  vidkns  who  are  fwallowed 
up  by  the  fea.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  moft  of 
thofe  who  perifh  in  long  voyages  are  loft  through  ac- 
cidental caufee,  which  might  eafily  be  prevented  l)y 
more  wholefome  diet  and  a  more  reguhur  life.  But 
if  men  will  add,  to  the  vices  prevalent  in  their  own  cli- 
mate, and  to  the  corruption  of  their  own  manners, 
thofe  crif  the  countries  wbeve  they  Imi^  how  is  it  pof« 
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BOOK  fible  that  they  ihould  refift  thefe  united  principles  of 

uJJl^  deftruaion  ? 

"^  Even  fuppoiing  that  the  India  trade  (hould  coil 

Europe  as  mai^  men  9$  it  is  faid  to  do,  are  we  certain 
that  this  lofs  is  not  coznpeniated  by  the  labours  to 
which  that  trade  gives  rife,  and  which  encourage  and 
increafe  our  population?  Would  not  the  men,  diT* 
perfed  upon  the  feveral  fhips  continually  failing  in 
thefe  latitudes,  occupy  a  place  upon  land  which  is 
now  left  vacant  for  others  ?  If  we  conlider  attentively 
the  number  of  people  contained  in  the  fmall  terri^ 
tories  of  maritime  powers,  we  (hall  be  convinced,  that 
it  is  not  the  navigation  to  Afia,  n(^  even  navigation 
in  general,  that  is  detrifonental  to  the  population  of 
Europe :  but,  on  the  contrary,  navigation  alone  may, 
perhaps,  balance  all  the  caufes  that  tend  to  the  de- 
ftru(^ion  and  decreafe  of  mankind.  Let  us  now  en- 
deavour to  remove  the  fears  of  thofe  who  apprehend 
that  the  India  trade  never  leflens  the  number  of  our 
manufadories  a^  home,  and  the  profits  arifing  from 
them* 

Admitting  it  tru^  that  it  had  put  a  ftop  to  fome 
of  our  labours,  it  has  given  rife  to  many  more.  It 
has  introduced  into  our  colonies  the  culture  of  fugar, 
coffee,  and  indigo.  Many  of  our  manufadures  are 
fupported  by  India  filk  and  cotton.  If  Saxony  and 
other  countries  in  Europe  make  very  fine  china  ;  if 
Valencia  manufadures  Pekins  fupprior  to  thcrfe  of 
'  China  ;  if  Switzerland  imitates  the  muflins  and  work« 
ed  calUcoes  of  Bengal ;  if  England  and  Franjce  print 
linens  with  great  elegance ;  if  fo  many  ftuffs,  former- 
ly unknown  in  our  climates,  now  employ  our  bed 
artifts ;  are  we  not  indebted  to  India  for  all  thefe  ad* 
vantages  ? 

Let  us  proceed  further,  and  fuppofe  that  we  are 
npt  indebted  to  Afia  for  any  of  our  improvements, 
the  confumption  we  make  of  its  commodities  cannot 
therefore  be  detrimental  to  our  induftry  ;  for  we  pay 
for  them  with  the  produce  of  our  own  manufaduret 
exported  (0  America.    I  fell  a  hundred  lirres  wprtl) 
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of  linen  to  the  Spaniard,  and  fend  that  money  to  th^  book 
Eaft  Indies.  Another  fends  the  Came  quantity  of  the  ^*  , 
linen,  itfelf.  We  both  bring  home  tea.  In  faiSt,  we  "  ^ 
are  both  doing  the  fame  thii>g ;  we  are  changing  a 
hundred  Uvnss  worth  of  linen  into  tea :  the  only  dif^ 
ference  is,  thsLt  the  one  does  it  by  two  tranikdionsy 
and  the  other  by  a  fiogle  one.  Suppofe  the  Spaniard, 
inftead  of  giving  me  money,  had  given  me  goods  that 
were  faleable  in  India,  I  Ihould  not  have  hindred  our 
artificers  by  carrying  them  thither^  Is  it  not  the  very 
iame  thing  as  if  I  had  carried  our  own  produce  there  ? 
I  fail  from  Europe  with  the  merchandife  and  'manu« 
£ftdures  of  my  own  country;  I  go  to  the  South  Sea, 
and  exchimge  them  for  piaftres;  I  carry  thofe  piaf* 
tres  to  India,  and  bring  home  things  that  are  either 
ofeful  or  agreeable^  Have  I  been  the  means  of  re* 
ftraining  the  induftry  of  my  countiy  ?  Far  from  it ;  I 
have  extended  the  confumption  of  its  produce,  and 
multiplied  the  enjoyments  of  my  countrymen.  The 
circumftance  that  miileads  the  oppofers  of  the  India 
trade  is,  that  the  piaftres  are  brcmght  over  to  Europe 
before  they  are  carried  to  Afia.  But  finally,  whetl^r 
the  money  be  or  be  not  employed  as  the  intermedi- 
ate pledge  of  exchange,  I  have  either  diredtly  or  in* 
diredly  made  an  exchange  with  Afia,  and  barteved 
goods  for  goods,  my  manufiidory  for  theirs,  my  pco- 
dudions  for  their  produdions. 

But  it  is  objeded  by  fome  difcontented  men,  ^tfaat 
India  has  at  all  times  fwaUowed  up  all  the  tfcafutesr 
of  the  univerfe.  Ever  fince  chance  has  taught  men 
the  ufe  of  metals,  fay  thefe  cenfurers,  they  have  ne- 
ver ceafed  to  fearch  for  them.  Avarice,  ever  reftkis, 
has  not  forfaken  thefe  barren  rocks,  where  nature 
has  wifely  concealed  thofe  infidious  treafures.  Since 
they  were  taken  out  of  the  boWels  of  the  earth,  they 
have  conftantly  been  difiufed  upon  the  furface  of  it ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  extreme  opulence  of  the 
Romans,  and  of  fome  other  nations,  they  have  dif- 
appeared  frotn  Europe^  Africa,  and  fome  parts  of 
Afia.  India  hath  entirely  abforbed  themi  Riches  are 
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BQ  o  Kan  taking  the  fame  coarfe;*paflin^  cm' cofitinuallj^ 
^'  from  weft  to  eaft,  and  never  returoing.  It  is  there- 
'  fore  for  India^  that  the  minea  of  Peru  h*Y«  beea 
opened;  and  for  the  Indians,  tlmt  the  Europeans 
have  been  guilty  of  fo  many  chmes.  in  America. 
While  the  Spaniards  are  lavifhing  the  Itv^s  of  their 
flares  in  Mesico  to  obtain  filver  out  of  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  the  Banians  take  ftill  more  pains  to  bury 
it  again.  If  ever  the  wealth  of  Eotofi  fliould  be  ex- 
haufted,  we  muft  go  in  fearch .  for  it  on  the  coafl  of 
Malabar  where  we  have  fent  it*  When  we. have 
drained  India  of  its  pearls  and  fpices,  we  ihall,  per- 
haps, by  force  of  arms  recover  from  them  the  funas 
thofe  luxuries  have  coft  us.  Thus  fliall.our  cruelties 
and  caprices  remove  the  gold  and  filver  into  other 
climes,  where  avarice  and  fuperftition  will  again  bury 
them  under  ground. 

Thefe  complaints  ace  not  altogether  groundlels* 
Ever  fince  the  reft  of  the  world  have  of^ened  a  eom^ 
munication  with  India,  the/have  conftantly  exchang- 
ed gold  and  ftlver  for  arts  and  commodities.  Nature 
has  fupplied  the  Indians  with  the  few  neceflaries  they 
want;  their  cUmate  will  not  admit  of  our  luxuries ^ 
ai»i  their  religion  gives  them  an  abhorrence  for  fome 
things  that  we  feed  upon.  As  their  cuftoms,  manners^ 
and  government,  have  continued  the  falme,  notwith-^ 
ftanding  the  revolutions  that  have  overturned  their 
ocmntry^  we  muft  not  expe(^  they  ftiould  ever  alter. 
India  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  what  it  now  is.  As 
long  as  any  trade  is  carried  on  there,  money  will  be 
brougfal:  in,  and  goods  fent  out.  But  before  we  ex- 
claim againft  the  abufe  of  this  trade,  we  ftiould.  attend 
to  its  progrcfs,  and  confider  what  is  the  refult  of  it, 

Firft,  It  is  certain  our  gold  does  not  go  to  India. 
It  has  gold  of  its  own,  befides  a  conftant  fopply  from 
Monomotapa,  which  comes  by  the  eaftem  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  by  the  Red  Sea  ;  from  the  Turks,  which 
is  brought  by  the  way  of  Arabia  and  Baflbra ;  and. 
from  Perfia,  which  is  conveyed  both  by  the  ocean 
and  the  continent.    This  enormous  mafs  is  nover  in- 
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^doled  by  the  gold  we  procure  from  the  Spanifh  and  ^  o  o  ^ 
Fortuguefe  colonies.    In  a  word,  we  are  fo  far  from , 
carrying  gold  to  Afia^  that  for  a  long  while  we  have 
caxried  filver  to  China  to  barter  it  againft  gold. 
^    E^en  the  filver  which  India  gets  from  us  is  by  no 
D^e^ns  fo  confiderable  as  m^y  be  imagined  from  the 
imo^enie  quantity  of  Indian  goods  we  bring  home. 
The.  annual  lale  of  theie  goods  has  of  late  years 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  fixty  millions  i6g666,666L 
13s.  4d.].  Suppofing  they  have  coft  but  half  of  what 
they  fold   for,  eighty  *  millions  [3,333»333L  6s.  8d.] 
Bauft  have  been  fent  to  India  to  purchai^  them,  be-* 
$des  what  muft  have  been  fent  over  for  our  fettle* 
ments.    We  Oiall  not  fcruple  to  affirm,  that,  for  fome 
time  pad,  all  Europe  has  not  carried  thither  more* 
than  twenty-four  millions  [i,ooo»oool.9  a  year.  Eight 
millions  [3339333I*  6s.  8d.]  are  fent  from  France,  fix 
[a50,oool.J  from  Holland,  three  [i25,oooL]  fromEn* 
gland,  three  [125,0001.]  from  Denmark,  two  [83,333L  t 
^  6s.  SdJ  from  Sweden,  and  two  [83,3331 6s.  8d.]  from 
Portugal. 

This  calculation  will  not  appear  improbable,  if  we 
confider,  that  though  in  general  India  be  in  no  want 
either  of  our  produce  or  of  our  manufaAures,  yet  it 
receives  from  us,  in  iron,  lead,  copper,  woollens,  and 
^her  lefs  articles,  to  the  full  amount  of  one  fifth  of 
the  commodities  we  buy  there.  * 

This  mode  of  payment  is  augmented  by  the  pro« 
duce  of  the  European  fettlements  in  Afia.  The  moft 
oonfiderable  are  tbofe  of  the  fptce  iflands  for  the 
3>utch,  and  of  Bengal  for  the  Englifh. 

The  fortunes  made  by  the  free  traders  and  agents 
in  India  contribute  alfo  to  leifen  the  exportation  of 
mir  fpecie.  Thofe  induilrious  men  depofit  their  (lock 
in  the  coffers  of  their  own  country,  or  of  fome  other 
nation,  to  be  repaid  them  in  Europe,  whither  they 
all  return  fooner  or  later.  Therefore  a  part  of  the 
India  trade  is  carried  on  with  nKxiey  got  in  the  coun^ 
try. 

Particular  events  ^o  put  us  fometimes  in  poflef^ 
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BOOK  fion  of  the  treafures  of  the  Eaft/  It  is  undenkbte^ 
-i,  ^'  that^  by  the  revolutions  in  the  Decan  and  Bengal, 
and  by  difpofing  of  thefe  empires  at  pleafure«  th« 
French  and  the  Engliih  have  obtained  the  weakh 
accumulated  in^  thefe  opulent  regions  fbr  fo  tniiny 
ages.  It  is  evident  that  thofe  fums,  joined  t6  othen 
lefs  confiderable,  which  the  Europeans  have  acquired 
by  their  fuperior  (kiQ  and  bravery,  nmft  have  retain- 
ed a  great  deal  of  fpecie  among  themi  which  other* 
wife  would  have  gone  into  Afia. 

That  rich  part  of  the  world  haa  even  restored  16 
us  fome  of  the  treafure  we  had  poured  into  it.  The 
expedition  of  KouU  Khan  into  India  is  univerfally 
known  ;'  but  it  is  not  equally  fo,  that  he  wrefted  from 
the  effeminate  and  cowardly  people  of  this  countrf 
upwards  of  2»l>oo,ooo  coo  [83»333»333l.  6s.  8d.]  ia 
fpecie,  or  in  valuable  effeds.  The  emporor*s  palace 
lUone  contained  ineflimable  and  innumerable  trea^t 
fures.  The  prefence^chamber  was  covered  with  plates 
of  gold ;  the  cieling  was  fet  with  diamonds.  Twelve 
pillars  of  maffive  go^d,  adorned  with  pearls  and  pre- 
cious {tones,  furrounded  the  throne,  the  canopy  of 
which  was  remarkably  beautiful,  and  reprefented  a 
peacock,  with  wings  and  tail  extended  to  overfhadow 
the  monarch.  The  diamonds,  rubies,  emeralds,  and 
all  the  fparkling  gen^  which  compofed  this  curious 
piece  of  workmanfhip,  perfe6tly  imitated  the  colours 
of  this  beautiful  bird.  No  doubt  part  of  that  wealth 
is  returned  into  India.  Much  of  the  treafure  brought 
to  Perfia  from  the  conqueft  of  the  Mogul,  muft  have 
been  buried  under  ground  during  the  fubfequent 
wars ;  but  the  feveral  branches  of  commerce  muft 
certainly  have  brought  fome  to  Europe,  through  fuch 
channels  as  are  too  well  known  to  make  it  neceflary 
to  fpecify  them. 

Admitting  that  none  of  thefe  riches  have  reached 
us,  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  condemn  the  trade  of 
India,  becaufe  it  is  carried  on  with  fpecie,  will  not 
be  better  fupported,  which  may  be  eafily  proved* 
Gold  and  filver  are  not  the  produce  of  our  foil»  but 
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of  America,  and  are  fent  us  in  exchange  for  the  pro-  b  o  o  ft 
dadions  of  our  own  country.  If  Europe  did  not  re-  .  ^'  ^ 
mit  them  to  Afia,  America  would  foon  be  unable  to 
return  any  to  Europe.  The  too  great  plenty  of  it 
on  our  continent  would  fo  reduce  its  value,  that  the 
nations  who  bring  it  to  us  could  no  longer  get  it  from 
their  colonies.  When  once  an  ell  of  linen  cloth, 
which  is  now  worth  twenty  fols  [lod.],  rifes  to  a  pi- 
ftole  [i6s.  pd.],  the  Spaniards  cannot  buy  it  of  us, 
to  carry  it  to  the  country  which  produces  filver.  The 
working  of  their  mines  is  expenfive.  When  this  ex- 
pence  fhall  have  increafed  to  ten  times  that  fura,  and 
the  value  of  filver  is  ftill  the  fame,  the  bufinefs  of 
working  in  the  mines  will  be  more  coftly  than  profi* 
table  to  the  owners,  who  will  confequently  givd  it  up. 
No  more  gold  and  filver  will  come  from  the  new 
world  to  the  old  ;■  and  the  Americans  will  be  obliged 
to  negleft  their  richeft  mines,  as  they  have  gradually 
forfaken  the  lefs  valuable  ones.  This  event  would 
have  taken  place  before,  if  they  had  not  found  a  way 
of  difpofing  of  about  3,000,000,000  [125,000,0001.3 
in  Afia,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  by  the  Phi- 
lippine iflands.  Therefore  this  circulation  of  money 
into  India,  which  fo  many  prejudiced  perfons  have 
hitherto"  confidered  as,ii  ruinous  exportation,  has  been 
beneficial  both  to  Spain,  by  fupporting  the  only 
manufadure  Ihe  hath,  and  to  other  nations,  who 
without  it  could  never  have  difpofed  of  their  pro- 
duce, or  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftry.  Having  thus 
juftified  the  India  trade,  we  fhall  next  proceed  to  in- 
quire, whether  it  has  been  cqnduded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  found  policy. 

All  the  nations  in  Europe,  who  have  failed  round  whether  k 
the  Cape  of  Good   Hope,  have  aimed   at   founding  J^  jj|^^^ 
great  empires  in  Afia.    The  Portuguefe,  who  led  the  Europeans 
way  to  thofe  wealthy  regions,  firft  fet  us  the  example  ^^^^ 
of  a  boundlefs  ambition.     Not  content  with  having  bii&menu 
made  themfelves  maftcrs  of  the  iflands  in  which  the  wdw^'  "* 
choiceft  produdions  were  to  be  found,  and  ercded^u^?*^ 
fortrefles  wherever  they  were  neceflary  to  fecure  to 
Vol.  II  X 
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K  themfelves  the  navigation  of  the  Eaft,  they  afpired 
alfo  to  the  authority  of  giving  laws  to  Malabar,  which, 
being  divided  into  feveral  petty  fovereignties,  that 
were  jealous  of,  or  at  enmity  with  each  other,  was 
forced  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke. 

The  Spaniards  did  not  at  firft  fhow  more  modera- 
tion ;  even  before  they  had  completed  the  conqueft 
of  the  Philippine  iflands,  which  were  to  be  the  centre 
of  their  power,  they  drove  to  extend  their  dominion 
further.  If  they  have  not  fince  fubdued  the  reft  of 
that  immenfe  Archipelago,  or  filled  all  the  adjacent 
countries  with  their  enormities,  we  mufi  look  for  the 
caufe  of  their  tranquillity  in  the  treafures  of  America, 
which  have  confined  their  porfuits,  though  they  did 
not  fatisfy  their  defires. 

The  Dutch  deprived  the  Portuguefe  of  their  moft 
confiderable  pofts  on  the  continent,  and  drove  them 
out  of  the  fpice  iflands.  They  have  preferved  thofe 
pofleffions,  and  fome  later  acquifitions  only  by  efta^ 
blifliing  a  form  of  government,  lefs  oppreflive  than 
that  of  the  nations  on  whofe  ruins  they  were  rifing. 

The  flownefs  and  irrefolution  of  the  French  in  their 
proceedings,  prevented  them  for  a  confiderable  time 
from  forming  or  executing  any  great  projeds.  As 
foqn  as  they  found  themfelves  fufficiently  powerful, 
they  availed  themfelves  of  the  fubverfion  of  the  power 
of  the  Moguls  to  ufurp  the  dominion  of  CoromandeL 
They  obtained  by  conqueft,  or  ;by  artful  negotiations, 
a  more  extenfive  territory  thai^  any  European  power 
had  ever  poileiled  in  Indoftan.^ 

The  Englifh,  more  prudent,  did  not  attempt  to 
aggrandife  themfelves  till  they  had  deprived  the 
French  of  their  acquifitions,  and  till  no  rival  nation 
could  adl  againft  them.  The  certainty  of  having 
none  but  the  natives  of  the  country  to  contend  with» 
determined  them  to  attack  Bengal.  This  was  the 
province  of  all  India  which  afforded  moft  commodi- 
ties fit  fo»  the  markets  of  Afia  and  Europe,  and  was 
likely  to  eonfume  moft  of  their  manufadtures  :  it  was, 
alfo  that  which  their  fleet  could  moft  efiedlually  pro-* 
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Wft,  as  it  hath  the  advantage  of  a  great  river.     They  ti 
have  fucceeded  in  their  plan  of  conqueft,  and  flatter , 
themfelves  they  Ihall  long  enjoy  the  -fruits  of  their 
vidory. 

Their  fuccefles,  and  thofe  of  the  French^  have 
aftonifhed  all  nations.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how 
folitary  and  defencelefs  iflands»  that  have  no  connec* 
tion  with  their  neighbours,  may  have  been  fubdued. 
But  it  is  very  aftonifhing,  that  five  or  fix  hundred 
Europeans,  fhould  at  this  time  have  beaten  innume- 
rable armies  of  Gentiles  and  Mohammedans,  mod  of" 
them  Ikilled  in  the  art  of  war.  Thefe  extraordinary 
fcenes,  however,  ought  not  to  appear  furprifing  to 
any  one  who  confidcrs  what  has  happened  before. 

The  Portuguefe  had  no  fooner  appeared  in  the 
£aft,  than  with  a  few  fhips  and  a  few  foldiers  they 
fubverted  whole  kingdoms.  The  eftablifhment  of 
fpme  fa<5i:ories,  and  the  building  of  a  fmall  number  of* 
forts,  was  fufficient  to  enablfe  them  to  crufli  the  pow- 
ers of  India.  When  the  Indians  were  no  longer  op- 
prefied  by  the  firft  conquerors,  they  were  fo  by  thofe 
who  expelled  and  fucceeded  them.  The  hiftory  of 
thefe  delightful  regions  was  no  longer  the  hiftory  of 
the  natives,  but  that  of  their  tyrants. 

But  what  Angular  men  muft  thefe  have  been,  who 
never  could  gather  any  improvement  from  experience 
and  adverfity ;  who  furrendered  themfelves  to  their 
common  enemy  without  making  any  refiftance,  and 
who  never  acquired  fkill  enough  from  their  continual 
defeats  to  repulfe  a  few  adventurers,  catt,  as  it  were^ 
from  the  fea  upon  their  coafts  |  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  thefe  men,  alternately  deceived  and  fubdu-, 
ed  by  thofe  who  attacked  them,  \Vere  not  of  a  dif- 
ferent fpecies.  To  refolve  this  problem,  we  need 
only  trace  the  caufes  of  this  weaknefs  in  the  Indians ; 
and  our  firft  inquiry  fliall  turn  upon  that  fyftem  of 
defpotifm  with  which  they  are  opprefled. 

There  is  no  nation,  which,  as  it  becomes  civilized^ 
does  not  lofe  fomething  of  its  virtue,  courage,  and 
independence  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  inhabitants 
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BO  o  K  of  the  fouth  of  Afia,  having  been  firft  coUcaed  into 
.  y*  .  focieties,  muft  have  been  the  earlieft  expofed  to  def- 
potifm.  Such  has  been  the  progrefs  of  all  aflbcia- 
lions  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Another 
truth,  equally  evident  from  hiftory,  is,  that  all  arbi- 
trary power  haftens  its  own  deftrudion  ;  and  that  rc- 
•  volutions  will  reftore  liberty,  fooner  or  later,  as  they 
are  more  or  lefs  rapid.  Indoftan  is  periiaps  the  only 
country,  in  which  the  inhabitants,  after  having^  once 
loft  their  rights,  have  never  been  able  to  recover 
them.  Tyrants  have  frequently  been  deftroyed,  but 
tyranny  has  always  fupported  itfelf* 

Civil  flavery  has  been  added  in  India  to  political 
flavery.  The  Indian  is  not  mafter  of  his  own  life  ; 
he  Jcnows  of  no  law  that  will  protedl  it  from  the  ca- 
price  of  the  tyrant,  or  the  fury  of  his  delegates.  He 
is  not  mafter  of  his  own  underftanding  ;  he  is  debar- 
red from  all  ftudies  that  are  beneficial  to  mankind » 
and  only  allowed  fuch  as  tend  to  enflave  him.  He 
is  not  mafter  of  his  own  field  ;  the  lands  and  their 
produce  belong  to  the  fovcreign,  and  the  labourer 
may  be  fatisfied  if  he  can  earn  enough  to  fubfift  him- 
felf  and  family.  He  is  not  mafter  of  his  own  induf- 
try  ;  every  artift,  who  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be- 
tray fome  abilities,  is  in  danger  of  being  doomed  to 
ferve  the  monarch,  his  deputies,  or  fome  rich  man, 
who  has  purchafed  a  right" to  employ  him  at  pleafure. 
.  He  is  not  mafter  of  his  own  wealth-,  he  buries  his 
gold  under  ground,  to  fecure  it  from  the  rapacious 
hand  of  power ;  and  leaves  it  there  at  his  death,  ab- 
furdly  imagining  it  will  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  the 
next  world.  No  doubt  this  abfolute  and  tyrannical 
authority,  with  which  the  Indian  is  continually  op- 
prefled,  muft  fubdue  his  fpirit,  and  render  him  inca- 
pable of  thofe  eflforts  that  courage  requires. 

The  climate  of  Indoftan  is  another  impediment  to 
any  generous  exertions.  The  indolence  it  infpires  is 
an  invincible  obftacle  to  grpat  revolutions  and  vigo- 
rous oppofitions,  fo  common  in  the  northern  regions. 
The  body  and  the  mind  equally  enervated,  have  on- 
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ly  the  virtues  and  vices  of  flavery.     In.  the  fecond,  book 
or  at  fartheft  in  the  third  generation,  Tartars,  Turks, .     ^'    ■ 
Perfians,  and  even  European's,  contrad  the  flothful  dif- 
poiition  of  the  Indians*     Thefe  influences  of  the  cli- 
mate might  certainly  be  fubdued  by  religious  or  mo- 
ral inftitutions ;  but  the  fuperftitions  of  the  country 
will  not  admit  of  fuch  exalted  views*    They  never  . 
promife  future  rewards  to  the  generous  patriot  who 
falls  in  his  country's  caufe*     While  they  advife,  and 
fometimes  command  fuicide,  by  reprefenting  in  a 
ftrong  light  the  alluring  profped):  of  future  happinefs, 
they  at  the  fame  time  ftriftly  forbid  the  efiufion  of 
blood. 

This  circumftance  is  a  neceflary  confequencd  of 
the  dodrine  of  tranfmigration,  which  mufl  infpire  its 
followers  with  conflant  and  univerfal  benevolence. 
They  are  in  continual  fear  of  injv  ing  their  neigh- 
bour, that  is,  all  men  and  all  animals.  How  can  a 
man  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  idea  of  being  a  foldier, 
when  he  can  fay.  Perhaps  the  elephant  or  the  horfe 
I  am  going  to  deftroy  may  contain  the  foul  of  my 
father — ^perhaps  the  enemy  I  fhall  kill  has  formerly 
been  the  chief  of  my  family  ?  Thus,  in  India,  reli- 
gion tends  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  cowardice  which 
refults  from  defpotifm  and  the  nature  of  the  climate; 
the  manners  of  the  people  contribute  flill  more  to  in- 
creafe  it. 

In  every  country,  love  is  the  ruling  paffion ;  but 
it  is  not  equally  ftrong  in  every  climate.  While  nor- 
thern nations  are  moderate  in  their  defires,  the  fouth- 
ern  ones  indulge  in  them  wkh  a  degree  of  ardour  fu- 
perior  to  every  reftraint.  The  policy  of  princes 
has  fometimes  turned  this  paffion  to  the  advantage 
of  fociety ;  but  the  legiflators  of  India  feem  to  have 
principally  intended  to  increafe  the  fatal  influence  of 
their  ardent  climate-  The  Moguls,  the  laft  conquer- 
ors of  thofe  regions,  have  proceeded  ftiil  further. 
Love  is  with  them  a  fliameful  and  deftruftive  exccfs, 
confecrated  by  religion,  by  the  laws,  and  by  govern- 
ineqt.    The  military  conduft  of  the  natioQs  of  Indctfr 
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BOOK  tan,  whether  Pagans  or  Mohammedans,  is  confiftent 

y    ^'     .  with  their  diflblute  manners.    We  Ihall  mention  fom© 

particulars  taken  from  the  writings  of  an  Englifh  of* 

'  ficer  remarkable  for  his  military  exploits  in  thofc 

parts. 

The  foldiers  make  up  the  fmalleft  part  of  the  In- 
dian camps.  Every  trooper  is  attended  by  his  wife, 
his  children  and  two  fervants ;  one  to  look  after  his 
horfe,  and  the  other  to  forage.  The  train  of  the  of- 
ficers and  generals  is  proportionable  to  their  vanity^ 
their  fortune,  and  their  rank.  The  fovereign  him- 
felf,  more  intent  upon  making  a  parade  of  his  mag- 
nificence than  upon  the  neceflities  of  war,  when  he 
takes  the  field,  carries  along  with  him  his  feraglio, 
his  elephants,  his  court,  and  almoft  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  his  capital.  To  provide  for  the  wants,  the 
fancies,  and  the  luxury  of  this  ftrange  multitude,  a 
kind  of  town  muft  of  courfe  be  formed  in  the  midfl 
of  the  army,  full  of  magazines  and  unneceflary  ar- 
ticles. •  The  motions  of  a  body  fo  unwieldy  and  fo 
ill  arranged  cannot  but  be  very  flow. '  There  is  great 
confufion  in  their  marches,  and  in  all  their  opera- 
tions. However  abilemious  the  Indians,  and  even 
the  Moguls,  may  be,  they  often  experience  a  watnt 
of  provifions ;  and  famine  is  ufually  attended  with 
contagious  diftemperl,  and  oqcafions  a  dreadfiil  mor- 
taUty.  '  '.  '^  '     .' 

Thefe  diftempers,  however,  feldom  deftroy  any  but 
recruits.  Though,  in  general,  the  inhabitants  of  In^ 
doftan  affed  a  ftrong  paffion  for  military  glory,  yet  they 
'engage  in  war  as  feldom  as  they  can.  Thofe,  who. 
have  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  battle  as  to  obtain  fome 
marks  of  diftindion,  are  €xcufed  from  fervin'g  for  fome 
time ;  and  there  are  few  that  do  not  avail  themfelves 
of  this  privilege.  •  The  retreal  of  thefe  veterans  re- 
duces the  army  to  a  contemptible  body  of  foldiers, 
levied  in  hafte  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  the  empire, 
and  who  are  utterly  unacquainted  with  difcipline. 

The  nature  of  the  provifions  on  which  thefe  troops 
fuljfift,  and  their  manner  of  living,  is  entirely  confift- 
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cnt  with  this  improper  mode  of  railing  them.  At  b  o  o  k 
night  they  eat  a  prodigious  quantity  of  rice ;  and  af- ,  ^' 
ter  this  meal  they  take  ftong  opiates,  which  throw 
them  into  a  deep  fleep.  Notwithftanding  this  perni- 
cious cuftom,  no  guards  are  placed  about  their  camp 
to  prevent  a  furprife ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  make  a 
foldier  rife  early,  even  to  execute  any  enterprife  tlj^at 
may  require  the  greateft  difpatch^ 

The  military  operations  are  regulated  by  birds  of 
prey,  of  which  there  are  always  a  great  number  in 
the  army.  If  they  be  found  heavy  or  languid,  it  is 
an  unfavourable  omen,  and  prevents  the  army  from 
giving  battle  :  if  they  be  fierce  and  violent,  the  troops 
march  out  to  adion,  whatever  reafons  there  may  be 
for  avoiding  or  deferring  it.  This  fuperftition,  as  well 
as  the  obfervance  of  lucky  and  unlucky  days,  deter- 
mines the  fate  of  the  heft  concerted  defigns. 

No  order  is  obferved  in  marching.  Every  foldier 
goes  on  as  he  choofes,  and  only  follows  the  corps  to 
which  he  belongs.  He  is  frequently  feen  carrying 
his  provifions  upon  his  head,  with  the  veffels  for  dref- 
fing  them ;  while  his  arms  are  carried  by  his  wife, 
who  is  commonly  followed  by  feveral  children.  If  a 
foot-foldier  has  any  relations,  or  bufinefs  to  tranfad 
in  the  enemy*s  army,  he  is  under  no  apprehenfion  in 
going  to  it ;  and  returns  to  join  his  colours  without 
meeting  with  the  leaft  oppofition. 

The  action  is  not  better  conduced  than  the  pre- 
parations for  it.  The  cavalry,  in  which  confifts  the 
whole  ftrength  of  an  Indian  army  (for  the  infan- 
try are  holden  in  general  contempt),  are  ufeful  enough 
in  charging  with  the  fword  and  fpear,  but  can  never 
fland  the  fire  of  cannon  and  mufquetry.  They  are 
afraid  of  lofing  their  horfes,  which  are  moftly  Arabi- 
an, Perfian,  or  Tartar,  and  in  which  their  whole  for- 
tune confifts.  The  troops  that  compofe  this  cavalry 
are  in  great  efteem,  and  well  paid ;  they  are  fo  fond 
of  their  horfee,  that  fometimes  they  will  "go  inta 
mourning  upon  lofing  them. 

Thef  Indians  dread  the  encmy*s  artillery,  as  much 
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BOO  K  as  they  confide  in  their  own  ;  though  they  neither 
^'    ,  know  how  to  tranfport  it,  nor  how  to  make  ufe  of  it. 
Their  great  guns,  which  are  called  by  pompous  nances, 
are  generally  of  a  very  extraordinary  fixe,  and  rather 
prevent  than  affift  the  gaining  of  a  vidory. 

Thofe  who  are  ambitious  of  being  diflinguifhed, 
intoxicate  themfelves  with  opium,  to  which  they  af- 
cAbe  the  property  of  warming  the  blood«  and  of 
animating  them  to  the  performance  of  heroic  adlions, 
Jn  this  temporary  ftate  of  intoxication,  they  bear  ^ 
greater  refemblance,  in  their  drefs  and  impotent  rage, 
to  women  aduated  by  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm,  than  to 
men  of  courage  and  refolution. 

The  prince  who  commands  thefe  defpicable  troops 
is  always  mounted  on  an  elephant  richly  caparifoned, 
where  he  is  at  once  the  general  and  the  flaiidard  of 
the  whole  army,  whofe  eyes  are  fixed  upon  fiim.  If 
he  fhould  fly,  or  be  llain,  the  whole  machine  is  de* 
ftroyed;  the  feveral  corp$  djfperfe,  or.  go  over  to  the 
enemy. 

This  defcription,  which  we  might  have  enlarge4 
upon  without  exaggeration,  renders  probable  the  ac-P 
count  given  of  our  fuccefles  in  Indoftao.  Many  £u*» 
ropeans,  judging  of  what  might  be.  effeded  in  the 
inland  parts,  by  what  has  been  done  on  the  coafts, 
imagine  we  might  fafely  undertake  the  conqueft  of 
the  whole  country.  This  extreme  confidence  arifes 
from  the  following  circumftance :  that  m  places  where 
the  enemy  could  not  harafs  their  troops  in  the  rear^ 
nor  intercept  their  fuccours,  they  have  overcome 
timorous  weavers  and  mercl^nts,  undifciplined  and 
cowardly  armies,  weak  princes  jealous  of  each  other, 
and  perpetually  at  war  with  their  neighbours  or  their 
pwn  fubjeds.  They  dp  not  confider,  that,  if  they 
wanted  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  parts,  they 
would  all  periih  before  they  had  proceeded  half  way 
up  the  country.  The  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate, 
contiuuarl  fatigue,  numberlefs  difeafes,  want  of  pro- 
vifion,  and  a  variety  of  other  caufes,  would  foon  con- 
fiderably  diminiili  their  numbers,  even  though  they 
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had  nothing  to  appr^nd  from  thofe  troops  that] 
might  moleft  them. 

We  ^ili  fuppofe,  however,  that  ten  thoufand  Eu- 
ropean, foldiers  had  adnally  over<*nin  and  ravaged  In- 
dia  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  what  would  be  the 
confequence?  Would  thefe  forcesbefufficienttofecure 
the  conqueft,  takeep  every  nation,  every  province^ 
every  diftrid  in  order  ?  And  if  this  number  be  not 
Aifficient,  let  it  be  calculated  what  number  of  troops 
would  be  neceflary  for  the  purpofe* 

But  let  us  admit  that  the  conquerors  had  firmly 
edabhfhed  their  government  in  India,  they  would 
ftill  reap  very  little  advantage  from  this  circumAance. 
The  revenues  of  Indoftan  would  be  fpentin  Indoftan 
itfelf.  The  European  power,  that  had  purfued  this 
projed  of  ufurpation,  would  have  experienced  nothing 
but  a  confiderable  decreale  in  its  population,  and  the 
difgrace  of  having  followed  a  vifionary  fyftem. 

This,  indeed,  is  now  an  ufelefs  qoeftion,  fince  the 
Europeans  themfelves  have  made  their  fuccefs  in  In- 
doftan more  difficult  than  ever.  By  engaging  the 
natives  to  take  a  part  in  their  mutual  diflenfions, 
they  have  taught  them  the  art  of  war,  and  trained 
them  to  arms  and  difcipline.  This  error  in  politics 
has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  fovereigns  of  thofe  coun- 
tries, whofe  ambition  has  been  excited  to  eftabliih  re- 
gular troops.  Their  cavalry  marches  in  better  order; 
and  their  infantry,  which  was  always  confidered  in 
fo  defpicable  a  light,  has  now  acquired  the  firmnefs 
of  our  battalions.  A  numerous  and  well-managed 
artillery  defends  their  camps  ^id  proteds  their  at- 
tacks. The  armies,  compofed  of  better  troops,  and 
better  paid,  have  been  able  to  keep  the  field  longer. 

This  change  which  might  have  been  fi>refeen, 
had  the  Europeans,  not  been  blinded  by  temporary 
intereft,  may  in  time  become  fo. confiderable,  as  to 
raife  unfurmountable  obftacles  to  the  d«fire  they  have 
pf  extending  their  conquefts  in  Indoftan,  and  poffibly 
they  may  loofe  thofe  they  have  already  made.  Whe- 
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BOOK  thcr  this  will  be  a  misfortune  or  an  advantage,  is  what 
,  .  ^'    ^  we  fliall  next  take  into  confideration. 

^  When  the  Europeans  firft  began  to  trade  in  that 

wealthy  region,  they  found  it  divided  into  a  great 
many  fmall  ftates,  fome  of  which  were  governed  by 
princes  of  their  own  nation,  and  fome  by  Patan  kings. 
Their  mutual  hatred  was  the  occaiion  of  continual 
contefts.  Befide  the  wars  that  were  carried  on  be- 
tween province  and  pr6vince,  there  was  a  perpetual 
one  between  every  fovereign  and  his  fubjeds.  It  was 
fomented  by ^the  tax-gatherers,  who,  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves  at  court,  always  levied  heavier  taxes  than  had 
been  laid  on  the  people.  Thefe  barbarians  aggravat- 
ed this  heavy  burden  by  the  oppreflions  they  made 
the  inhabitants  fufFer.  Their  extortions  were  only 
another  method  of  fectiring  to  themfelves  the  polls 
they  enjoyed,  in  a  country  where  he  was  always  in 
the  right  who  had  the  moft  to  give. 

From  this  anarchy,  and  thefe  violent  proceedings, 
it  was  imagined,  that,  to  fettle  a  fafe  and  permanent 
commerce,  it  was  neceflkry  to  fupport  it  by  the  force 
of  arms ;  and  the  Europeati  fadories  were  accordingly 
fortified.  In  procefs  of  time,  jealoufy,  which  divides 
the  European  nations  in  India,  as  it  does  every  where 
elfe,  expofed  them  to  more  cpnfiderable  expences. 
Each  of  thefe  foreign  nations  thought  it  neceflary  to 
augment  their  forces,  left  they  Ihoidd  be  overpowered 
by  their  rivals. 

The  dominion  of  the  Europeans,  however,  extend- 
ed no  further  than  their  own  fortrefles.  Goods  were 
brought  thither  from  the  inland  parts  with  little  dif- 
ficulty, or  with  fuch  as  was  eafily  overcome.  Even 
after  the  conquefts  of  Kouli-Khan  had  plunged  the 
north  of  Indoftan  into  confiifion,  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel  enjoyed  its  former  tranquillity.  But  the  death 
of  Nixam^al-Muluc,  Subah  of  the  Decan,  kindled  a 
flame  which  is  not  yet  extingulfhed. 

The  difpofal  of  thefe  imnieiife  fpoils  naturally  be- 
longed to  the  court  of  Dehli ;  but  the  weaknefi  of 
that  court  emboldened  the  children  of  Nizam  to  dif- 
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pute  their  father's  treafure.  To  fupplant  each  other,  b 
they  had  recoutfe  alternately  to  arms,  to  treachery, 
to  poifon,  and  to  aflaflinations.  Moft  of  the  adven* 
turers  they  engaged  in  their  animofities  and  crimes 
periflied  during  thefe  horrid  tranfadions.  The  Ma- 
rattas  alone,  a  nation  who  alternately  iided  with  both 
parties,  and  often  had  troops  in  each,  feeftied  as  if 
they  would  avail  themfclves  of  this  anarchy,  and  in- 
vade the  fovereignty  of  the  Decan.  The  Europeans 
have  pretended  it  was  greatly  their  intereft  to  oppofe 
this  deep  but  fecret  defign,  and  they  allege  the  fol- 
lowing reafons  in  their  defence. 

The  Marattas,  fay  they,  are  thieves,  both  from 
education  and  from  their  political  principles.  They 
have  no  regard  to  the  law  of  nations,  no  notion  of 
natural  or  civil  right,  and  fpread  defolation  wherever 
they  go.  The  moft  populous  diftrifts  are  abandoned 
at  the  very  report  of  their  ^tpproaeh.  In  the  coun- 
tries they  have  fubdued,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but 
confufion,  and  all  the  manufadures  are  deftroyed. 

The  Europeans,  who  were  moft  powerful  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  thought  fuch  neighbours  would 
utterly  deftroy  their  trade ;  and  they  could  never 
venture  to  fend  money  by  their-  agents  to  buy  goods 
in  the  inland  countries,  as  they  would  certainly  be 
plundered  by  theffe  banditti.  The  defire  of  prevent- 
ing this  evil,  which  muft  ruin  their  fortunes,  and  de- 
prive them  of  the  benefit  of  their  fettlements,  fug- 
gefted  to  th«lr  agents  the  idea  of  a  new  fyftem. 

It  was  aflerted,  that,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  In- 
doftan,  it  was  impoffible  to  keep  up  ufeful  connec- 
tions without  a  military  eftablifhment ;  that,  at  fo 
great  a  difl^nce  from  the  mother-country,  the  ex- 
pence  could  not  poflibly  be  defrayed  out  of  the  mere 
profits  of  trade,  were  they  ever  fo  great :  that  there- 
tore  it  was  abfolutdy  neceflary  to  procure  fufficient 
pofleffions  to  anfwer  thefe  great  expences  ;  and  con- 
fequently,  that  the  pofleffions  rauft  be  considerable. 

This  argument,  probably  fuggefted  to  conceal  in- 
fati^ble  a\:arice  or  boundlefs  ambition,  and  which  the 
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BOOK  paffion  for  conqueft  m^  have  occafioned  to  be  con- 
.  ^'  .  fidered  as  a  yery  ftrong  One,  majjr  perhaps  be  a  mere 
iUufion.  A  variety  of  natural,  moral,  and  political 
reafons  ms^  be  urged  ^n  oppofition  to  it.  We  Ihall 
only  infift  ijpon  one,  which  is  founded  upon  a  fa£t. 
from  the  Portuguefe,  who  firft  attempted  to  aggran- 
dize themfelves  in  India,  to  the  Engliih,  who  clofe 
the  fatal  lift  of  ufurpers,  not  one  acqmiition,  however 
important  or  trifling,  except  Bengal  and  the  Spice 
iflands,  hath  ever  paid  the  expence  of  taking  and  fup- 
porting  it.  The  more  extenfive  the  poiTeffions  have 
been,  the  greater  has  been  the  expence  of  maintain- 
ing them  to  the  ambitious  power  that  had,  by  what- 
ever means,  acquired  them. 

This  is  what  will  always  happen*  Every  nation 
that  has  obtained  a  large  territory  will  be  defirous  of 
preferving  it.  It  will  think  there  is  no  lafety  but  in 
fortified  places,^  and  wiU  conftantly  multiply  them. 
This  warlike  appearance  will  deter  the  hmbandman 
and  the  artift,  who  will  not  expe<2  to  enjoy  tranquiU 
lity.  The  neighbouring  princes  will  grow  jealous, 
and  will  juftly  be  afraid  of  falling  a  prey  to  a  trad- 
ing nation  now  become  a  conquering  one.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  they  will  be  devifing  means  to  ruin 
an  oppreflR>r,  whom  they  had  admitted  into  their  har- 
bours, with  np  other  view  than  to  increafe  their  own 
treafures  and  power.  If  they  find  themfelves  under 
a  necefiity  of  entering  into  a  treaty,  they  will,  at  the 
inftant  of  figning,  fecretly  vow  the  ieftnwaion  of 
-tteir  new  ally.  Falfehood  will  be  the  bafis  of  all 
their  agreement^ ;  and  the  longer  they  have  been 
forced  to  diflemble,  the  more  time  th^y  will  have  had 
to  prepare  the  means  deftined  to  deftroy  their  ene- 
my. 

The  juft  apprehenfion  of  thefe  perfidies  will  oblige  - 
the  ufurpers  to  be  always  upon  their  guard.  If  they 
are  to  be  defended  by  Europeans,  what  a  confump- 
tion  of  men  for  the  mother-country  I  what  an  expence 
to  raife  them,  to  transport  them  into  thefe  countries, 
to  maintain  and  recruit  them  I  If,  from  a  principle  of 
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economy,  they  content  themfelves  with  the  Indian  book 
troops,  what  can  be  cxpcded  from  a  confufed  and ,  '^'  ^ 
unprincipled  *  multitude,  whofe  expeditions  always 
degenerate  into  robbery,  and  conftantly  end  in  a 
ihamefiil  and  precipitate  flight?  Their  principles, 
whether  natural  or  moral,  are  fo  weakened,  that  even 
the  defence  of  their  gods  and  their  own  houfeholds 
could  never  infpire  tlie  boldeft  among  them  with  any 
thing  beyond  a  fudden  and  tranfient  exertion  of  in- 
trepidity.  It  is  not  probable  that  foreign  interefts, 
ruinous  to  their  country,  ihould  ever  animate  men 
whofe  minds  are  funk  in  indolence  and  corruption  :^ 
is  it  not  more  probable  that  they  will  be  ever  ready 
to  betray  a  caufe  they  abhor,  and  in  which  they  find 
no  immediate  and  lafting  advantage  ? 

To  thefe  inconveniences  will  be  added  a  fpirit  of 
extortion  and  plunder,  which  even  in  the  times  of 
peace  will  nearly  refemble  the  devaftations  of  war. 
The  agents,  intrufted  with  thofe  remote  concerns, 
will  be  defirous  of  making  rapid  fortunes.  -The  flow 
and  regular  profits  of  trade  they  will  not  attend  to, 
but  will  endeavour  to  promote  fpeedy  revolutions  in 
order  to  acquire  great  wealth.  They  will  have  oc* 
cafioned  innumerable  evils  before  they  can  be  con- 
trouled  by  authority  at  the  diftance  of  fix  thoufand 
leagues.  This  authority  will  have  no  force  agdnft 
nuUions  ;  or  the  perfons  intruflied  with  it  will  arrive 
too  late  to  prevent  the  fall  of  an  edifice  fupported  on 
fo  weak  a  foundation. 

This  refult  makes  it  needlefs  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  political  engagements  the  Europeans 
have  entered  into  with  the  powers  of  India.  If  thefe 
great  acquifitions  be  prejudicial,  the  treaties  made  to 
procure  them  cannot  be  rational.  If  the  merchants  ' 
of  Europe  be  wife,  they  will  forego  the  rage  of  con- 
queft,  and  the  flattering  hopes  of  holding  the  balance 
of  Alia. 

The  court  of  Dehli  will  finally  fink  under  the  weight 
of  inteiline  divifions,  or  fortune  will  raife  up  a  prince 
capable  of  reftoring  it.    The  government  will  remaia 
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B  o  ^  ^  feudal,  or  once  more  jbecome  defpotic.  The  empir^ 
.  '  .  will  be  divided  into  many  independent  ftates,  or  will 
be  fubjed  only  to  one  mailer.  Either  the  Majrattas 
or  the  Moguls  will  become  a  ruling  power  ;  but  the 
Europeans  fhould  not  be  concerned  in  thefe  revolu- 
tions ;  whatever  be  the  fate  of  Indoftan,  the  Indians 
will  fldll  continue  their  manufadures,  our  merchants 
will  purchafe  them,  and  fell  them  again  to  us. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  allege,  that  the  fpirit  which 
has  always  prevailed  in  thofe  countries  has  forced  us 
to  depart  from  their  common  rujes  of  trade  ;  that  we 
are  in  arms  upon  the  coaits ;  that  this  pofition  una- 
voidably obliges  us  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  our 
neighbours;  and  that,  if  we  avoid  all  intercourfe 
with  them,  fuch  a  referve  will  certainly  prove  ex- 
tremely detrimental  to  our  interefts.  Thefe  fears 
will  appear  groundlefs  to  feniible  men,  who  know 
that  a  war  in  thofe  diftant  regions  muft  be  itill  more 
fatal  to  the  Europeans  than  to  the  natives  ;  and  that 
the  confequence  will  be,  that  we  muft  either  fubdue 
the  whole,  which  is  fcarcely  poffible,  or  be  for  ever  ex- 
pelled from  a  country  where  it  is  our  advantage  to 
maintain  our  connexions. 

The  love  of  order  and  tranquillity  would  even 
make  it  defirable  to  extend  thefe  pacific  views  j  and, 
far  from  thinking  that  great  poffeffions  are  neceffary, 
time  will  probably  difcover  even  the  inutility  of  for* 
tified  pofts.  The  Indians  are  naturally  gentle  and 
humane,  though  crulhed  under  the  fevere  yoke  of 
defpotifm.  The  nations  who  formerly  traded  with 
them,  always  commended  them  for  their  candour 
and  honefty.  The  Indians  are  now  in  a  ftate  of  con- 
fiifion,  equally  alarming  to  them  and  to  us.  Our  am- 
bition has  carried  difcord  into  all  parts  of  their  coun- 
try, and  our  ra^acioufnefs  has  infpired  them  with 
hatred,  fear,  and  contempt  for  our  continent ;  they 
look  upon  us  as  conquerors,  ufurpers  and  oppreflbrs, 
fanguinary  and  avaricious  men.  This  is  the  charac- 
ter we  have  acquired  in  the  Eaft.  Our  examples  have 
increafed  the  number  of  their  national  vices,  at  the 
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lame  time  that  we  have  taught  them  to  be  in  guards  o  o  k 
againft  ours*  .  ,     ^' 

If  in  our  tranfadions  with  the  Indians  we  had  been 
guided  bj  principles  of  probity  j  if  we  had  Ihown 
them,  that  mutual  advantage  is  the  bafis  of  commerce  5 
if  we  had  encouraged  their  cultivation  and  manufac^ 
tures,  by  exchanges  equally  advantageous  to  both ; 
we  fhould  infenfibly  have  gained  their  affedions.  If 
we  had  fortunately  taken  care  to  preferve  their  con- ' 
fidence  in  our  dealings  with  them,  we  might  have  re- 
moved their  prejudices,  and,  perhaps,  changed  their 
form  of  government.  We  fhould  have  fucceeded  fo 
far  as  to  have  lived  among  them,  and  trained  up  ci- 
vilized nations  around  us,  who  would  have  protede4 
our  fettlements  for  our  mutual  interefts.  Every  one 
of  our  eilabliihments  would  have  been  to  each  nation 
in  Europe  as  their  native  country,  where  they  would 
have  found  a  fure  protection.  Our  fitiiation  in  India 
is  the  confequence  of  our  profligacy  and  of  the  fan- 
guinary  fyftems  we  have  introduced  there.  The  In- 
dians imagine  nothing  is  due  to  us,  becaufe  all  our 
anions  have  Ihown,  that  we  did  not  think  ourfelves 
uilder  any  ties  with  refped:  to  them. 

This  ftate  of  perpetual  contention  is  difpleafing  to 
moft  of  the  Afiatic  nations,  and  they  ardently  wifh 
for  a  happier  change.  The  diforder  of  our  affairs 
muft  have  ipfpired  us  with  the  fame  fentiments.  If 
we  be  all  in  the  fame  difpofitions,  and  if  one  common 
intereft  fhould  ^really  incline  us  to  peace  and  harmony, 
the  moft  effedual  way  to  attain  this  defirable  end 
would  perhaps  be,  tliat  all  the  European  nations,  who 
trade  to  India,  Ihould  agree  among  themfelves  to  pre- 
ferve a  neutrality  in  thofe  remote  Teas,  which  fhould 
never  be  interrupted  by  the  difturbances  that  fb  fre- 
quently happen  on  oqr  own  continent.  If  we  could 
once  coniider  ourfelves  as  members  of  one  great  com- 
monwealth, we  fhould  not  want  thofe  forces  which 
make  us  odious  abroad,  and  ruinous  at  home.  But, 
as  our  prefent  fpirit  of  difcord  will  not  permit  us  to 
exped  that  fuch  a  change  can  foon  take  place,  it  re- 
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BOO  K  mains  only'tbkt  we  now  coniider,  whether  Europe 
/    ^'    ,  ought  ftill  to  carry  on  the  commerce  of  India  by  char- 

^       ter  companies,  or  to  make  it  a  firee  trade. 
Whether        If  this  queftion  were  to  be  decided  upon  general 
^tto     principles,  it  would  be  eafily  anfwered.     If  we  afk 
S?toS:    w*^^^^^^»  ^"   ^   ft^^^    which   allows  any    particular 
India,  or    branch  of  trade,  every  citizen  has  a  right  to  par-- 
r'ttcb*^  take  of  it ;  the  anfwer  is  fo  plain  as  to  leave  no  room 
i^^hv-    for  difcuflion.     It  would  be  unnatural  that  fubjeSs, 
••^         who  fliare  alike  the  burden  and  public  expence  of 
civil  fociety,  fhould  not  be  alike  partakers  of  the  be^ 
nefits  arifing  from  the  compact  that  unites  them: 
they  would  have  caufe  to  complain,  that  they  fuftain 
all  the  inconveniences  of  fociety,  and  are   deprived 
of  the  advantages  they  expected  to  receive  from  it* 
On  the  other  hand,  political  notions  are  perfedlly 
reconcileable  with  thefe  ideas  of  juftice.     It  is  well 
known  that  freedom  is  the  very  foul  of  commerce, 
and  that  nothing  elfe  can  bring  it  to  perfedion.     It 
is  generally  allowed  that  competition  awakens  induf- 
try,  and  gives  it  all  the  vigour  it  is  capable  of  ac- 
quiring.     Yet  for  upwards  of  a  century,  the  pra6lice 
has  conftantly  been  contradidoryto  thefe  principles. 
All  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  trade  to  India, 
carry  on  that  commerce  by  exclufive  companies ;  and 
it  mud  be  confefled,  that  this^  pradtice  is  plaufible, 
becaufe  it  is  hardly  conceivable  that  great  and  en- 
lightened nations  ihould  have  been  under  a  miftake 
for  above  an  hundred  years  on  fo  important  a  point, 
and  that  neither  experience   npr  argument  Ihould 
havp  undeceived  them.    We  muft  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  either  the  advocates  for  liberty  have  given 
too  great  a  latitude  to  their  principles,  or  that  the 
favourers  of  cJxclufive  privilege  have  too  ftrenuoufly 
aflerted  the  neceffity  of  fuch  limitations ;  poffibly, 
both  parties,  from  too  great  an  attachment  to  their 
refpeftive  opinions,  have  been   deceived,   and   are 
equally  diftant  from  the  truth. 

Ever  fince  this  famous  queftion  has  been  debated, 
it  has  always  been  thought  to  be  a  very  fimple  one  ; 
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It  h4s  always  been  fuppofed  that  an  Iiidia  company  b  b  o  k 
inuft  neceffarily  be  exclufive,  and  that  its  exifteuce .  ^j'  -^ 
was  eflentially  contieded  with  its  privilege.  Hence 
the  advocates  for  a  free  trade  have  aflerted  that  ex-  , 
fclufivc  privileges  were  odious ;  and,  therefore,  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  company.  Their  opponents- 
have  argued,  on  the  contrary,  tha^  the  nature  of 
things  required  a  company ;  and  therefore  that  therd 
muit  be  an  exclufive  charter.  But  if  we  can  make 
it  appear  that  the  reafoiis  urged  againft  charters  prove! 
nothing  againft  companies  in  general,  and  that  the 
circumftances  which  may  render  it  neceflary  to  have 
An  India  company,  do  not  fupply  any  argument  in 
favour  of  a  charter ;  if  we  can  dembnftrate  that  the 
nature  of  things  requires,  indeed,  a  pbwerfuL  affoci- 
^tion,  a  company  for  the  India  trade ;  but  that  the 
fexelufive  charter  is  connefted  only  with  particular 
caufes,  infomuch  th'kt  the  compaiiy  may  exift  with- 
out the  charter;  we  fhall  then  have  traced  the  fource, 
bf  the  common  error,  and  found  out  the  folution  of 
the  diflSculty. 

Let  us  inquire  what  conftitutes  the  pafticular  na- 
ture of  commercial  traiifattioiis.  It  is  the  climate,-  . 
the  produce^  the  diftance  of  places,  the  form  of  the  go- 
vernment, thfe  genius  and  manners  of  the  people 
who  are  fubjed  to  it.  In  the  trade  with  India,  the 
merchant  muft  undertake  a  voyage  of  fix  thoufand^ 
leagues  in  fearch  of  the  commodities  which  the  coun- 
try fupplies :  he  muft  arrive  there  at  a  certain  feafon, 
and  wait  till  another  for  the  proper  winds  to  return 
home.  '  Therefore  every  voyage  takes  up  about  twd 
years,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  teffels  muft  wait 
this  time  for  their  returns;  This  is  the  firft  and  a 
very  material  circumftanccl. 

The  nature  d£  a  goVernmeiit  in  which  there  is  nei- 
ther fafety  nor  property  will  not  permit  the  people 
to  have  any  public  marts,  or  to  lay  up  any  ftores; 
Let  us  reprelient  to  ourfelves  men  who  are  deprefled 
and  corrupted  by  defpotifm,  workmen  who  are  una-: 
¥le  to  undertake  any  thing  of  themfelves ;  and,  ori 
FeL  It  Y 
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K  the  Other  hand,  nature  more  liberal  in  her  gifts,  than 
power  is  rapacious,  fupplying  a  flothful  people  with 
food  fufficient  for  their  wants  and  their  deiires  ;  and 
we  fliall  wonder  that  any  induftry  ihould  be  found  in 
India.  And  indeed  it  may  be  affintied,  that  fcarce 
any  manufadure  would  be  carried  on  there,  if  the 
workmen  were  ^ot  encouraged  by  ready  money,  or 
if  the  goods  were  not  engaged  for  a  year  before  they 
are  wanted.  One-third  of  the  money  is  paid  at  the 
time  the  work  is  ordered,  another  when  it  is  half 
done,  and  the  remainder  on  delivery  of  the  goods. 
From  this  mode  of  payment  there  is  a  confiderable 
difference  made,  both  in  price  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  goods  ;  but  from  hence  likewife  arifes  a  neceffity 
bf  having  one's  capital  out  a  year  longer,  that  is, 
three  years  inftead  of  two.  This  is  an  alarming  cir- 
cumftancc  for  a  private  man,  efpecially  if  we  confi- 
der  the  largenefs  of  the  capital  that  is  requifite  for 
fuch  undertakings. 

As  the  charges  of  navigation  and  the  riiks  are  very 
great,  they  cannot  be  fupported  without  bringing 
home  complete  cargoes,  that  is,  cargoes  of  a  million 
or  a  million  and  a  half  of  livres  [from  41,6661.  13s. 
4d.  to  62,5001.]  at  prime  coil  in  India.  Where  fliall 
we  find  merchants,  or  even  men  poffefled  of  a  fuffi- 
cient capital  to  enable  them  to  advance  fuch  a  fum^ 
to  be  reimburfed  only  at  the  end  of  three  years?  Un- 
doubtedly there  are  very  few  in  Europe  ;  and  among 
thofe  who  might  have  the  power,  fcarce  any  would 
have  the  will.  If  we  confult  experienqe,  we  flaall 
find  that  men  of  moderate  fortunes  only  are  the  per- 
fons  who  are  inclined  to  run  great  riiks,  in  order  to 
make  great  profits.  But  when  once  a  man  is  poffef- 
fed  of  an  ample  fortune,  he  is  inclined  to  enjoy  it, 
and  to  enjoy  it  with  fecurity.  The  defire  of  riches 
cannot  indeed  be  fatisfied  by  the  pofleifion  of  them, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  frequently  increafes  it ;  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  poffeifion  of  wealth  fiimiihes 
various  means  of  gratifying  that  defire  without  either 
trouble  or  danger.     This  opens  to  our  view  the  ne- 
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fccmty  of  entering  into  aflbciations,  where  a  number  book 
bf  men  will  not  fcruple  to  be  concerned,  becaufe ,    ^'_ 
every  individual  will  ventiu-e  but  a  fmall  part  of  his       ^ 
fortune,  and  will  rate  the  meafure  of  his  profits  upon 
the  united  flock  of  the  whole  fociety.    This  neceffity 
will  appeal"  ftill  morfe  evident,  if  we  confider  how  the 
bufinefs  of  buying  and  felling  is  managed  in  India^ 
and  what  precautions  it  requires. 

To  make  a  previous  agreement  for  a  cargo,  atove 
fifty  different  agents  mull  be  employed,  who  are  dif- 
perfed  in  different  parts,  at  the  diftance  of  three^ 
four,  and  five  hundred  leagues  from  each  other; 
When  the  work  is  done,  it  mud  be  examined  and 
meafured  ;  otherwife  the  goods  would  fo6n  be  found 
faulty,  from  the  want  of  honefty  in  the  workmen, 
who  are  equally  corrupted  by  the  nature  of  their  go- 
vernment, and  by  the  influence  of  crimes  of  every 
kind  which  the  Europeans  have  fet  them  the  exam- 
*ple  of  for  thefe  three  centuries  pall. 

After  all  thefe  details,  there  are  Hill  other  opera- 
lions  remaining  equally  neceflary.  There  mull  be 
Whitllers,  men  to  beat  the  linens,  packers,  and  bleach, 
ing-grounds,  which  mull  be  fupplied  with  pools  of 
water  fit  for  the  purpofe.  It  would  certainly  be  very  dif- 
ficult for  individuals  to  attend  and  to  obferve  all  thefe 
precautions  ;  bat  even  admitting  it  poflible  for  induf- 
try  to  elFcdl  this,  yet  it  could  only  be  done  as  long  as 
each  of  them  could  keep  up  a  continued  trade,  and 
regularly  Ihip  oflf  frelh  cargoes.  All  thefe  particu- 
lars are  not  to  be  executed  in  a  Ihort  time,  and  not 
without  eftablilhed  conncftions*  Every  private  man, 
therefore,  Ihould  be  able  to'  fit  out  a  Ihip  annually 
during  three  years,  that  is,  to  dilburfe  four  millions 
of  livres  [i66,666L  13s.  4d.].  This  is  evidently  im- 
•polGble  ;  and  it  is  plain  that  fuch  an  undertaking 
can  only  be  carried  into  execution  by  a  fociety. 

But,  perhaps,  fome  commercial  houfes  will  be  efta- 
blilhed in  India,  on  purpofe  to  tranfadl  this  previous 
bitfinefs,  and  to  keep  cargoes  in  readinefs  for  the  (hips 
that  are  to  be  fent  off  to  Europe. 

Yij 
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BOOK  This  eftabliihment  of  trading  houfes  at  fix  thOu-* 
^'  fand  leagues  from  the  mother-country,  with  the  im- 
'  menfe  flock  that  would  be  requifite  to  pay  the  wca-^ 
vers  in  advance^  feems  to  be  a  vifionary  fcheme,  in- 
confiftent  with  reafon  and  experience.  Can  it  be 
ferioufly  imagined  that  any  merchants,  who  have  al- 
ready acquired  a  fortune  in  Europe,  will  tranfmit  it 
.to  ^a  to  purchafe  a  itock  of  muflins,  in  expedlation 
of  fhips  that,  perhaps,  may  never  arrive,  or,  if  they 
Ihould,  may  be  but  few  in  number,  and  may  not 
have  a  fufficient  capital  to  purchafe  with  ?  Oti  the 
contrary,  we  fee  that  every  European^  who  has  made 
a  fmall  fortune  in  India,  is  defirous  of  Be  turning  home ; 
and,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  increafe  it  by  thofo 
eafy  methods  that  private  trade  and  the  fervice  of 
the  companies  offers  in  that,  country,  he  is  rather 
anxious  to  come  aod  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity  in  his 
own^ 

If  other  proofs  and  examples  were  neceffary,  we 
need  only  attend  to  wiiat  pafTes  in  America.  If  we  * 
could  fuppofe  that  commerce,  and  the  hopes  of  the 
profits  arifing  from  it,  were  capable  of  alluring  rich 
Europeans  to  <|uit  their  native  country,  it  would 
certainly  be  in  order  to  fettle  in  that  part  of  the 
world  which  is  much  nearer  than  Afia,  and  where 
they  would  find  the  fame  laws  and  manners  as 
in  Europe.  It  might  naturally  be  fuppofed  that 
the  merchants  fhould  previoufly  buy  up  the  fu- 
gafs  of  the  planters,  and  keep  them  in  readinefs  to 
be  delivered  to  the  European  fhips  as  foon  as  they 
arrive,  on  receiving  other  conunodities  in  exchange, 
which  they  would  afterwards  fell  to  the  planters  when 
they  wanted  them^  But  it  is  quite  the  contrary. 
The  merchants  fettled  in  America,  are  nothirig  more 
than  commifTaries  or  fedors,  who  tranfad  the  ex- 
changes between  the  planters  and  the  Europeans ;  and 
are  fo  far  from  being  able  to  carry  on  any  confider- 
able  trade  on  their  own  account,  that,  when  a  fhip 
has  not  met  ivith  an  opportunity  of  difpofing  of  her 
lading,  it  is  left  in  truft,  on  the  account  of  the  oyvn* 
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er,  in  the  hands  of  the  commiffary  to  whom  it  was  b  o  o  ^^ 
confignedv  It  is  reafonable,  therefore,  to  conclude, 
that  what  b  not  praftifed  in  America  would  ftill  be 
lefs  fo  in  Afia,  where  a  larger  (lock  would  be  want- 
ed, and  greater  difficulties  muA  be  encountered. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  fuppofed  efltablilhment  of  com- 
mercial houfes  in  India  would  not  fuperfede  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  forming  companies  in  Europe ;  becaufe  it 
would  be  equally  neceflary  to  dilburfe  twelve  or  fif- 
teen hundred  thoufand  livres  [from  50 pool,  to 
62,5001.]  for  the  fitting  out  of  every  fhip,  which 
could  never  return  into  the  ftock  till  the  third,  year 
at  fooneft. 

This  neceffity  being  once  proved  in  every  poffible 
cafe,  it  is  manifelt  that  the  trade  of  India  is  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  very  few  merchants,  if  any,  can  un- 
dertake it  upon  their  own  capital,  or  carry  it  on  by 
themfelves,  and  without  the  help  of  a  great  number 
of  partners.  Having  demonftrated  the  neceffity  of 
thefe  focieties,  we  mull  now  endeavour  to  prove,  that 
their  intereft,  and  the  nature  of  things  would  incline 
them  to  unite  in  one  and  the  fame  company. 

This  propofition  depends  upon  two  principal  rea- 
fons :  the  danger  of  competition  in  the  purchafes  and 
fales,  and  the  neceffity  of  aflbrtments. 

The  competition  of  buyers  and  fellers  rediices  the 
commodities  to  their  juft  value.  When  the  compe- 
tition of  fellers,  is  greater  than  that  of  buyers,  the 
goods  fell  for  lefs  than  they  are  worth ;  and  when 
there  are  more  buyers  than  fellers,  their  price  is  raif- 
ed  beyond  their  ordinary  value.  Let  us  apply  this 
to  the  India  trade. 

When  we  fuppofe  that  this  trade  will  extend  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  private  fhips  fent  there,  we 
are  not  aware  that  this  multiplicity  will  only  inereafe 
the  competition  .on  the  fide  of  the  buyers  ;  whereas 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  inereafe  it  on  the  fide  of  the 
fellers.  It  is  juft  the  fame  as  if  we  were  to  advife  a 
number  of  traders  to  bid  over  one  another,  in  order 
to  obtain  their  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Yiij  . 
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K  The  Indians  fcarce  make  any  confumption  of  th^ 
produce  either  of  our  lands  or  manufadures.  They 
have  few  wants,  little  ambition,  and  no  great  (hare 
of  induftry.  They  wbul4  readily  difpenfe  with  the 
gold  and  filler  of  America,  which  is  fo  far  from  pror? 
curing  them  any  enjoyments,  that  it  only  ferves  to 
fupport  the  tyranny  under  which  they  are  opprefled.. 
Thus,  as  all  objeds  of  exchange  have  no  value  but 
in  proportion  to  the  wants  or  the  fancy  of  the  ex-r 
changers,  it  is  evident  that  in  Indi^  our  commgdities 
are  worth  very  little,  while  thofe  we  buy  there  are 
of  great  value.  As  long  as.no  Indian  ftiips  come  into 
pur  harbours  to  carry  away  our  fluffs  and  our  metals, 
we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  thofe  people  are  in  nq 
want  of  us,  and  will  confequently  make  their  own 
terms  in  all  their  dealings  with  us.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  the  greater  number  there  are  of  European  mer- 
chants who  are  concerned  in  this  trade,  the  more  the 
produce  of  India  tvill  rife,  and  our  own  fink,  in  va^ 
lue  ;  and  that  at  laft  it  will  be  only  by  immenfe  ex- 
ports that  we  fhall  be  able  to  procure  any  Indian 
goods.  But  if,  in  confequence  of  this  order  of  things, 
each  particular  fociety  be  obliged  to  export  more 
money,  without  bringing  home  more  goods,  its  trade 
mufl  be  very  difadvantageous,  and  the  fame  compe- 
ttition  that  began  its  ruin  in  Afia  will  complete  it  ia 
Europe :  becaufe  the  number  of  fellers  being  then^ 
greater,  while  that  of  buyers  flill  continues  the  fame, 
the  focieties  will  be  obliged  to  fell  at  a  lower  price, 
after  having  bought  at  an  advanced  one. 

The  article  of  aflbrtments  is  not  of  lefs  confequence. 
By  aflbrtments  is  meant  the  combifiatioq  of  all  the 
feveral  forts  of  commodities  that  the  different  parts  of 
India  produce ;  a  combination  which  is  proportioned 
to  the  prefent  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  each  kind  of  com^ 
modity  in  Europe.  On  this  chiefly  depends  the  fuc- 
cefs  and  all  the  profits  of  the  trade.  But  nothing 
would  be  more  d^cult  in  the  pradice  for  private  fo- 
pieties  than  this  affortment.  How,  indeed,  ihould 
thefe  fmall  focieties,  unconneded  with  each  other^ 
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whofe  intereft  it  i3  to  conceal  their  mutual  tranfac-  book 
tionSf  acquire  the  knowledge  that  is  requifite  for  this .    ^'    , 
important  purpofe  ?  How  could  they  direi^  fuch  a       ' 
mtdtitude  of  agents  as  muft  be  employed  ?  It  is  plain 
that  the  fupercargoes  and  comniiflaries,  incapable  of 
general  views,  would  be  all  aiking  for  the  fame  fort 
of  goods  at  the  fame  time,  in  hopes  of  making  a 
greater  profit.     This  would  of  courfe  enhance  the 
price  of  that  article  in  India,  and  lower  it  in  Europe, 
(o  the  great  detriment  of  the  owners,  and  of  the  na- 
tion in  general. 

All  thefe  confiderations  would  certainly  be  perceiv- 
ed by  the  captains  of  fhips  and  by  the  men  of  pro* 
pcrty,  who  would  be  folicited  to  enter  into  thefe  fo» 
cieties.  They  would  be  difcouraged  by  the  fear  of 
having  a  competition  with  other  focieties,  either  in  . 
the  purchafe,  the  falc,  or  the  making  up  of  the  af- 
fortments.  The  number  of  thefe  focieties  would  foon 
be  reduced ;  and  trade,  inftead  of  extending,  would 
conftantly  decline,  and  at  laft  be  entirely  Ic^, 

It'  would,  therefore,  be  for  the  intereft  of  thefe 
private  focieties,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  to  unite 
together ;  becaufe  then  all  their  agents,  both  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  on  that  of  Malabar  and  in 
Bengal,  being  united  and  direded  by  one  confiftent 
fyftem,  would  jointly  labour  in  the  fevend  fadories  to 
colled  proper  aflbrtments  for  the  Ckrgoes  that  were 
to  be  fent  away  from  the  chief  fadory,  fo  that  the 
whole  ihould  make  a  complete  aflbrtment  when 
brought  home,  being  coUeded  upon  an  uniform  plan, 
and  proportioned  accordiag  to  the  orders  and  inftruc- 
tions  fent  from  Europe. 

But  it  would  be  in  vain  to  exped  that  any  fuch 
union  could  take  place  without  the  affiftance  of  go- 
vernment. In  fome  cafes  men  require  to  be  encou- 
raged ;  and  it  is  chiefly,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
when  they  are  afraid  of  being  denied  that  protection 
which  they  ftand  in  need  of,  or  apprehenfive  that 
favours  may  be  granted  to  others,  which  may  be  in- 
jurious to  them*     Government  would  find  it  their  in- 

Yiiij 
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BOOK  tercft  to  encourage  this  aflbciation^  as  it  is  certainlji 

,     V'^  the  fureft,  if  not  the  only  way  to  procure,  at  thq. 

■    ^  moft  reafonable  prices,  the  India  goods  that  are  want^ 

ed  for  home  confumption,  and  ^r  exportation.    This 

truth  will  appear  more  ftriking  from  a  very  fimple. 

inftance. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  merchant,  who  freights  a  fhip  for 
India  with  a  coniiderable  ilock.  Will  he  commiflion 
feveral  agents  at  the  fame  place  to  buy  the  goods  he 
wants  ?  This  capnot  reafonably  be  fuppofed ;  becaufe 
he  will  be  fenfible,  that,  each  of  them  endeavouring 
to  execute  his  orders  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  poffible, 
they  would  neceffarily  injure  one  ^notl^er,  and  muft 
confequently  enhance  the  price  of  the  goods ;  fo  that 
he  would  have  a  lefs  quantity  of  the  commodity  fou 
the  fame  fum,  than  if  he  had  employed  but  one  agent. 
The  application  is  eafy ;  goverjiment  is  the  merchant, 
and  the  company  is  the  agent, 
y^  We  have  now  proved  only  th^t  in  the  India  trade, 

the  nature  of  things  requires  that  the  fubje<3;s  of  onp 
country  Ihould  unite  into  one  company,  both  for  their 
own  intereft  and  for  that  of  the  ftate  ;  but  nothing 
has  yet  appeared,  from  whence  it  can  be  inferrea 
that  this  company  muft  be  an  exclufive  one.  We 
imagine,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fexclufiYe  privilege! 
always  graiited  to  thefe  companies  depends  on  par- 
ticular caufes,  which  have  no  effenti^l  conneftioa 
with  this  trade. 

When  the  feveral  nations  in  Europe  beg^n  to  find 
that  it  was  their  intereft  to  take  a  part  in  the  trade' 
of  India,  which  individual^  refufed  to  do,  though  none; 
were  excluded  from  it,  they  found  tbemfelyes  undei;^ 
the  neceffity  of  forming  companies,  and  giving  them 
every  encouragement  that  fo  difficult  an  undertaking 
required.  Capitals  were  advanced  to  them;  theji 
were  invefted  with  all  the  attributes  of  fovereigix 
power ;  permitted  to  fend  ainbafl^^dorsj  and  empower- 
ed to  make  peace  and  war ;  a  fatal  privilege,  which, 
unfortunately  for  them  and  for  mankind,  they  have 
JOQ  often  exercifed.    It  w^s  fpynd  ne^eflary  ^\  the 
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Jkme  time  |o  fecure  to  them  thV  means  of  indemni-  book 
fying  themfelves  for   the  cxpences  of  fettlements, .    ^' 
which  muft  be  very  confiderable.     This  g^ve  rife  to 
exclufive  privileges,  which  at  firft  were  granted  for 
a  term  of  years ;  and  afterwards  made  perpetual, 
from  circumflances  whic|i  we  {hall  now  explain. 

The  brilliant  prerogatives  granted  to  the  companies, 
»were,  in  fadt,  fo  many  impediments  to  trade.  The 
right  of  having  fortre^es,  implied  the  neceffity  of 
building  and  defending  them  ;-  th^t  of  having  troops 
implied  the  obligation  of  paying  an^  recruiting  them. 
It  was  the  fame  with  regard  to  the  permifiion  of  fend* 
ing  ambaifadors,  and  concluding  treaties  with  the  In* 
dian  princes.  All  thefe  privileges  were  attended  with 
cxpences  merely  of  parade,  fit  only  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  oif  trade,  and  to  intoxicate  the  agents  and  fac* 
tors  fent  by  the  companies  into  India,  who  on  their 
arrival  fancied  themfelves  fovereigns,  and  adled  ac- 
cordingly. 

Nations,  however,  found  it  very  convenient  to  have 
fome  kind  of  fettlements  in  Afia,  which  apparently 
werp  Attended  with  no  coft ;  and  as  it  was  reafonable, 
while  the  companies  bor«  all  the  expences,  that  all 
the  profits  fhould  be  fecured  to  them,  the  privileges 
have  been  continued.  But  if  the  feveral  nations,  in- 
ilead  of  attending  only  to  this  pretended  ecomomy, 
which  could  be  but  temporary,  had  extended  their 
views  to  futurity,  and  conneded  all  the  events  which 
mufl:  naturally  be  brought  about  in  the  courfe  of  a 
Dumber  of  years  ;  they  muft  have  forefeen  that  the 
expences  of  fovereigqty,  which  can  never  be  afcer- 
tained,  becaufe  they  depend  upon  numberlefs  politi* 
cal  contingencies,  would  in  time  abforb  both  the  pro- 
fits and  the  ftock  of  a  trading  company ;  that  then 
the  public  treafury  muft  be  exhaufted,  to  affift  the 
chartered  company;  and  that  this  afliftance,  being 
granted  too  late,  could  only  remedy  the  mifchiefs  that 
had  already  happened,  without  removing  the  caufe 
of  them  ;  fo  that  the  companies  would  never  rife  tq 
^pj'  degree  of  importance.  ^ 
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K  But  why  fhould  not  dates  at  length  be  undeceived  ? 
Why  fhould  they  not  take  upon  themfelves  a  charge 
which  probably  belongs  to  them,  and  the  burden  of 
which,  after  having  crufhed  the  companies,  mud  final- 
ly fell  upon  them  ?  There  would  then  be  no  further 
need  of  an  exclufive  privilege.  The  companies  which 
fubfifl  at  prefent,  and  are  of  great  importance  on  ac- 
count  of  their  old  connedlions  and  eflablifhed  credit, 
would  be  fupported  with  the  greateft  care.  The  ap- 
pearance of  monopoly  would  vanifh  for  ever ;  and 
their  freedom  might  enable  them  to  piufue  fome  new 
track,  which  they  could  not  think  of  while  they 
were  encumbered  with  the  charges  annexed  to  the 
charter.  On  the  other  hand,  commerce,  being  open 
to  all  the  members  of  the  community,  would  profper 
and  flouriih  by  their  induftry,  new  difcovcries  would 
be  attempted,  and  new  enterprifes  formed.  The 
trade,  from  one  part  of  India  to  another,  having  the 
certainty  of  a  market  in  Europe,  would  become  con- 
fiderable  and  extenfive.  The  companies,  attentive 
to  thefe  improvements,  would  regulate  their  dealings 
by  the  fuccefs  of  private  trade ;  and  this  emulation, 
which  would  not  be  injurious  t6  any  individual,  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  feveral  ftates. 

We  apprehend  this  fyftem  would  tend  to  reconcile 
all  interefts,  and  would  be  confift^nt  with  all  princi. 
pies.  It  feems  to  be  liable  to  no  reafonable  objec- 
tion, either  on  the  part  of  the  advocates  for  the  ex- 
clufive  charter,  or  of  thofe  who  contend  for  a  free 
trade. 

If  the  former  fhould  aflert,  that  the  companies, 
without  the  exclufive  charter,  would  have  but  a  pre- 
carious exiftence,  and  would  foon  be  ruined  by  pri- 
vate traders ;  I  fhould  anfwer  them,  that  they  were 
not  fincere,  when  they  affirmed  that  private  trade 
could  never  fucceed.  For,  if  it  could  poffibly  oc- 
cafion  the  ruin  of  that  of  the  companies,  as  they  now 
pretend,  it  can  only  effeft  this  by  engrofling  every 
branch  of  their  trade  againft  their  will,  by  a  fupe- 
rioiity  of  powers,  and  by  the  afcendant  of  liberty^ 
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3efideSy  what  is  it  that  reallj  ccmflitutes  our  com-  book 
panics  ?  It  is  their  flock,  their  fliips,  their  fadories,  or .    ^'    ^ 
their  ej^clufive  charter.     What  is  it  that  has  always       " 
ruined  them  ?  Extravagant  expences,  abufes  of  every 
kind,  viiionary  undertakings ;  in  a  word,  bad  admini- 
ftration,  f^r  more  deftru^tive  than  competition.     But 
if  the  diftribution  of  their  powers  be  made  with  pru- 
dence  and  economy,  if  thj  fpirit  of  property  di- 
XC&,  their  operations,  there  is  no  obftacle  which  they 
cannot  furmount,  no  fuccefs  which  they  may  not 
exped. 

But  would  not  this  fuccefs  give  umbrage  to  the  ad- 
vocates for  freedom  ?  Would  they  not  in  their  turn 
urge,  that  thofe  rich  and  powerful  companies  would 
alarm  private  men,  and  in  fome  meafure  deftroy  that 
general  and  abfolute  freedom  which  is  fo  neceflary  to 
trade  ? 

We  fliould  not  be  furprifed  at  this  obje<flion  from 
them ;  for  men,  both  in  their  adions  and  opinions, 
gre  more  commonly  guided  by  fyftem  than  by  fads. 
1  do  not  except  from  this  error  the  grcateft  part  of 
pur  waiters  upon  revenue.  Commercial  and  civil  li- 
berty are  the  two  tutelar  deities  of  mankind,  which 
we  all  reverence  as  well  as  they.  But,  that  we  may 
not  be  influenced  by  mere  words,  let  us  attend  to  the 
idea  they  are  ;neant  to  convey.  Let  us  afk  thofe  en- 
thufiafls  for  liberty,  what  they  would  wifh  ;  whether 
they  would  have  the  laws  entirely  abolifh  thofe  an- 
cient  companies,  that  every  citizen  might  freely  par- 
take of  tlus  trade,  and  fhould  equally  have  the  fame 
means  of  procuring  the  enjoyments  of  life,  and  the 
fame  refources  to  raife  a  fortune  ?  But  if  fuch  laws, 
with  all  their  appearance  of  liberty,  are  in  fad  totally 
exclufive,  let  us  not  be  induced  by  this  falfe  rcafon- 
ing  to  adopt  them.  When  the  ftate  allows  all  its 
members  to  9arry  on  a  trade  that  requires  a  large 
flock,  and  which  confequently  very  few  are  able  to 
undertake ;  I  would  afk,  what  advantage  arifes  to  the 
people  in  general  from  this  regulation  ?  It  fcems  as  if 
one  meant  to  laugh  at  their  credulity,  in  permitting 
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K  hem  to  undertake  what  they  cannot  execute.  Iftb« 
companies  Ihould  be  totally  fupprefled,  there  will  be 
no  India  trade,  or  it  will  be  only  carried  on  by  a  few 
capital  merchants. 

1  will  go  further  ftill,  and,  waving  the  cotifideration 
of  the  exclufive  charter,  venture  to  affirm  that  the 
India  companies,  from  the  nature  of  their  formation, 
have  giveii  opportunities  to  feveral  people  to  become 
Iharers  in  their  trade,  who  would  otherwife  never 
have  been  concerned  in  it.  Let  us  take  a  review  of 
the  number  of  perfons,  in  all  itations,  and  of  all  ages, 
that  are  proprietors,  and  partake  of  the  profits  of  the 
trade,  and  it  mull  be  owned,  that  it  would  have  been 
far  more  circumfcribed  if  it  had  been  in  private 
hands  ;  that  the  formation  of  companies  has  only  ^f- 
fufed  while  it  feemed  to  reftrain  it ;  and  that  the 
moderate  price  of  the  fhares  muft  be  a  powerful  mo- 
tive to  the  people,  to  wilh  for  the  prefervation  of  ari 
cftablifhment,  which  opens  to  them  a  track  from  whick 
they  would  for  ever  have  beeij  excluded  by  a  free 
trade. 

We  believe,  indeed,  that  both  companies  and  pri- 
vate men  might  equally  fucceed  without  injuring  one 
another,  or  creating  any  mutual  jealoufies.  The  com- 
panies might  ftill  purfue  thofe  great  objeds,  which,  by 
their  nature  and  extent,  can  only  be  managed  by  a 
wealthy  and  powerful  aflbciation.  Private  men,  on  the 
contrary,  wouldi  confine  themfelves  to  fuch  objedls  as 
are  fcarcely  attended  to  by  a  great  company,  but  might, 
by  proper  economy,  and  the  combination  of  many 
fmall  foitunes,  become  a  fource  of  riches  to  tkeih. 

Statefmen,  who  by  their  talents  are  called  to  the 
direftion  of  public  affairs,  muft  determine  this  point, 
and  reilify  thie  ideas  of  an  obfcure  citizen,  who  may 
have  been  milled  by 'his  want  of  exper^nce.  The 
fyftem  of  politics  cannot  too  fbon  nof  too  deeply  be 
applied  to  regulate  a  trade  which  fo  effentially  con- 
cerns  the  fate  of  nations,  and  will  probably  always  be 
an  objed  of  the  greateft  importance. 

To  put  an  end  to  all  intercourfe  between  Europe 
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iiid  India^  that  Ivixury,  which  has  made  fuch  rapid  b  o  o  s 
progrefs  in  our  part  of  the  world,  ihould  be  banifhed , 
from  every  ftate.  Our  effeminacy  Ihould  not  create 
a  thoufand  wants  unknown  to  our  forefathers;  The 
rivalfhip  of  trade  Ihould  no  longer  agitate  the  feveral 
nations  who  vie  with  each  other  in  amafling  riches. 
Such  a  revolution  ihould  take  place  in  the  manners^ 
cuftoms,  and  opinions  of  men,  as  i^  never  likely  to 
happen.  Our  anions  fhould  be  regulated  according 
to  the  principles  of  nature,  which  we  feem  to  have 
abandoned  for  ever. 

Such  are  the  laft  reflections  fuggefted  to  us  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  connexions  of  Europe  with  Afia  :  let  us 
now  turn  our  thoughts  to  America. 


BOOK  VI. 

Difcavery  of  America.  Conquejl  of  Mexico;  arid  SettleitutAs 
of  the  Spaniards  in  that  part  of  the  New  World. 

Ancient  hiftory  prefents  a   magnificent  fcentf  ttf  b  o  o  it 
our  view.     The  fucceffive  reprefentatioti  of  great  re- .     ^^  j. 
volutions,  heroic  manners,  and  extraordinary  events,  Pmiid  of 
will  become  more  and  more  interefting,  the  vaoxt  un-^|2S^*^ 
common  it  is  to  meet  with  incidentt  that  bear  any  hiOory. 
refemblanoe  to  them.    The  period  of  founding  and 
of  fubverting  empires  is  paft.  The  main  before  whom 
the  world  wasJUent^  is  no  more.     The  feveral  nations 
of  the   earth,  after   repeated   fhocks,  after  all  the 
ftruggles  between  ambition  and  liberty,  feem  at  Icngtb 
totally  reconciled  with  the  wretched  tramquillity  of 
fervitude.     Battles  jflre  now  fought  with  cannon,  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  a  few  town«,  and  of  gratifying 
the  caprices  of  a  few  powerful  men  :  formerly  they 
were  fought  with  the  fword,  in  order  to  overthrow 
and  to  eftablifti  kingdoms,  or  to  avenge  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind.     The  hiftory  of  the  world  is  be- 
come infipid  and  trifling ;  and  yet  men  are  not  be- 
come more  happy.    A  reg^dar  and  conftant  fyftemf 
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B  o  o  K  of  oppreffion  has  fucceeded  to  the  tumults  and  ftorm# 

VI.      of  conqueft ;  and  we  behold,  with  a  degree  of  in- 

"       difference,  the    various   ranks  of  flaves  aflaffinating 

each  other  with  their  chains,  for  the  amufement  of 

their  matters. 

Europe,  that  part  of  the  globe  which  has  moft  in- 
fluence over  the  reft,  feems  to  have  fixed  itfelf  on  ^ 
folid  and  durable  foundation.  It  is  compofed  of  com- 
munities that  are  almoft  equally  powerful,  enlighten- 
ed, extenfive,  and  jealous.  They  will  encroach  per- 
petually upon  each  other ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  this 
continued  flu£luation,  fome  will  be  extended,  others 
more  limited,  and  the  balance  will  alternately  in- 
cline to  different  fides,  without  ever  being  entirely 
deftroyed.  The  fanaticifm  of  religion,  and  the  fpirit 
of  conqueft,  thofe  two  difturbers  of  tjie  univerfe,  ope- 
rate no  longer  as  they  have  done.  That  facred  lever, 
whofe  extremity  was  attached  to  the  earth,  and  whofe 
centre  of  motion  was  in  heaven,  is  now  broken,  or 
much  weakened :  and  kings  begin  to  difcover,  not 
for  the  happinefs  of  their  people,  which  concerns 
them  little,  but  for  their  own  private  intereft,  that 
the  objeft  of  the  firft  importance  is  to  obtain  riches 
and  fecurity.  Hence  large  armies  are  kept  up,  fron- 
tiers are  fortified,  and  trade  is  encouraged. 

A  fpirit  of  barter  and  exchange  hath  arifen  in  Eu- 
rope, that  feems  to  open  a  vaft  fcene  of  fpeculation 
to  individuals,  but  is  only  confiftent  with  peace  and 
tranquillity.  A  war,  among  commercial  nations,  is 
a  conflagration  that  deftroys  them  all.  The  time  is 
not  far  off",  when  the  fandion  of  government  will  ex- 
tend to  the  private  engagements  between  fubjeds  of 
different  nations ;  and  when  thofe  bankruptcies,  the 
efFeds  of  which  are  felt  at  immenfe  diftances,  will 
become  concerns  of  government.  In  thefe  mercan- 
tile ftates,  the  difcovery  of  an  ifland,  the  importation 
.  of  a  new  commodity,  the  invention  of  fome  ufeful 
machine,  the  conftruc^ion  of  a  port,  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  a  fadory,  the  carrying  off  a  branch  of  trade 
from  a  rival  nation,  will  all  become  tranfadions  of 
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thc^  utmoft  importance;  and  the  annals  of  nations!  o  o  K 
muft  hereafter  be  written  by  commercial  philnfn, .  '  . 
phers,  as  they  were  formerly  by  hiftorical  orators.  i 

The  difcovery  of  a  new  world  was  alone  fuffici^nt 
to  furnifh  matter  for  our  curiofity.  A  vaft  conti- 
nent, entirely  uncultivated^  human  nature  reduced  to 
the  mere  animal  ftate,  fields  without  harvefts,  trca- 
fures  without  proprietors,  focietiea  without  policy, 
and  men  without  manners,  what  an  interelling  and 
inftru£live  fpe£lacle  would  thefe  have  formed  for  a 
Locke,  a  BufTon,  or  a  |^ontefquieu !  What  could 
have  been  fo  aftonifhing,  fo  aifeding,  as  aa  account 
of  their  voyage  !  But  the  imag6  of  rude  unpoliihed 
nature  is  already  disfigured.  We  Ihall  endeavour  to 
colle£l  the  features  of  it,  though  now  half  effaced, 
as  foon  as  we  have  defcribed,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
execration  of  pofterity,  thc^e  rapacious  and  cruel 
Chriftians,  whom  chance  unfortunately  conduded  to 
this  other  hemifphere. 

Spain,  which  was  known  in  the  earlieft  ages  under  ADciemxv. 
the  names  of  Hefperia  and  tberia,  was  inhabited  by  g^**^^ 
people,  who,  defended  on  one  fide  by  the  fea,  and 
on  the  other  by  the  Pyrenees,  enjoyed  in  peace  an 
agreeable  climate  and  a  fruitful  country,  and  who 
governed  themfclves  according  to  their  own  cuftoms. 
The  fouthern  part  of  this  nation  had  in  fome  degree 
emerged  from  its  ftate  of  babarifm,  by  fome  trifling 
connections  it  had  formed  with  foreigners  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  on  the  coafts  of  the  ocean  refembled  all 
thofe  nations  which  know  no  other  occupation  but 
that  of  the  chafe.  They  were  fo  much  attached  to 
this  kind  of  life,  that  they  left  the  toils  of  agricul- 
ture to  their  wives  ;  the  fatigues  of  which  they  had 
encouraged  them  to  fupport  by  eftablifhing  general 
affemblies  annually,  in  which  thofe  women,  who  had 
moft  diftinguiftied  themfelves  in  the  labours  of  agri- 
culture, received  public  applaufe. 

Here  we  have  an  inftance  of  the  weaker  fex,  being 
employed  in  the  moft  laborious  occupations  of  life, 
cither  favage  or  civilized ;  the  young  girl,  holding  in 
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BOOK  her  delicate  hands  the  inilniment  of  hufbandry ;  ana 
..  ^\  .  her  mother,  perhaps  with  child  of  a  fecond  or  third 
infant,  bending  her  body  over  the  plough,  and  thruft- 
ing  the  plough-fliare  or  the  fpade  into  the  bofom  of 
the  earth  during  the  raoft  exceffive  heats.  If  I  am 
not  deceived,  this  phenomenon  will  appear  to  a  man 
who  reftefts,  one  of  the  mod  aftonifhing  that  occurs 
in  the  Angular  annals  of  our  fpecies.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  more  ftriking  example  of  what  re- 
fpe£l  for  national  cuftoms  can  effisft;  for  there  is  lefs 
beroifm  in  expofing  one's  li^,  than  in  devoting  it  to 
conftant  fatigue;  But  if  fnch  be  the  power  of  men 
coUefted  together  over  the  minds  of  women,  how 
much  greater  would  that  of  women,  in  a  colle£live 
body,  be  over  the  hearts  of  men  ? 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Spain,  when  the  Cartha-' 
ginians  turned  their  rapacious  views  upon  a  country 
filled  with  richeS)  which  were  unknown  to  its  inhabi- 
tants. Thefe  merchants,  whofe  fhips  covered  the  Me- 
diterranean, introduced  themfelves  as  friends,  who 
came  to  barter  feveral  articles  of  convenience  againft 
metals  that  were  thought  to  be'  ufelefs.  The  tempta- 
tions of  a  trade  fo  advantageous  in  appearance,  fe- 
duced  the  Spaniards  fd  powerfully;  that  they  permit- 
ted thefe  republicans  to  build  upon  their  codb  houfes 
for  their  occafional  refidence,  magazines  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  their  merchandife,  and  temples  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religiort*  Thefe  eftablifhments  infen- 
fibly  became  fortified  places,  of  which  this  power^ 
whofe  policy  was  fuperior  to  its  military  Ikill,  availed- 
itfelf  to  enflave  a  credulous  people,  who  were  always 
divided  among  themfelves,  and  always  irreconcileable 
in  their  enmities.  By  bribing  fome,  and  intimidat- 
ing others,  Catthage  fucceeded  iri  fubduing  Spain/ 
a(nd  even  efieded  this  with  Spanifh  foldiers  and  Spa- 
nilli  wealth. 

'  When  the  Carthaginians  were  become  mailers  of 
the  mbft  extenfive  and  mdft  valuable  part  of  this  fine 
country,  they  feemed  either  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
means  of  efl:ablifhing  their  dominion  there,  or  to  no-^ 
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gleO:  them.  Inftead  of  continuing  to  appropriate  toB  o  o 
themfclves  the  gold  and  filver,  with  which  the  con-  ^^ 
quered  nations  were  abundantly  fupplied  from  their  ^"""^'^ 
mines,  by  exchanging  commodities  of  little  value  for 
thofe  metals,  they  chofe  to  feize  them  by  force.  Nor 
was  this  fpirit  of  tyranny  confined  to  the  body  of  the 
republic ;  it  alfo  influenced  the  generals,  the  officers, 
the  private  men,  and  even  the  merchants.  .The  vio- 
lence of  thefe  proceedings  threw  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces into  a  ftate  of  defpair,  and  excited  in  thofe 
which  were  yet  free  an  extreme  averfion  for  fo  in- 
tolerable a  yoke.  In  this  fituatioji  they  all  of  them 
refolved  to  accept  of  affiftance,  as  fatal  to  them  as 
their  misfortunes  were  oppreffive.  Spain  became  a 
theatre  of  jealoufy,  ambition,  and  hatred,  between 
Rome  and  Carthage. 

The  two  commonwealths  contended  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy  for  the  empire  of  this  beautiful  part  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and,  perhaps,  it  would  finally  have  belonged 
to  neither  of  them,  if  the  Spaniards  had  continued 
quiet  fpedlators  of  the  conteft,  and  left  the  rival  nar 
tions  time  to  deftroy  each  other.  But  they  chofe  to 
become  adors  in  the  bloody  fcene,  and  thus  reduced 
themfelves  to  be  flaves  to  the  Romans ;  in  which 
ftate  they  remained  till  the  fifth  century. 

In  a  fhort  time  the  degeneracy  df  thofe  matters  of 
the  world,  infpired  the  favage  nations  of  the  north 
with  the  enterprifing  idea  of  invading  the  provinces 
that  were  ill-governed  and  ill-defended.  The  Suevi, 
the  Alani,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Goths,  paffed  the 
Pyrencan  mountains.  Thefe  barbarians,  being  rob- 
bers by  profeffion,  were  incapable  of  becoming  citi- 
zens, and  made  war  upon  each  other.  The  Goths, 
fuperior  in  abilities  or  good  fortune,  fubdued  the  reft,! 
and  reduced  all  the  kingdoms  of  Spain  into  one  j 
which,  notwithftanding  the  defers  in  its  conllitution, 
and  the  unbounded  extortions  of  the  Jews,  who  were 
the  only  merchants,  fupported  itfclf  till  the  com- 
miencement  of  the  eighth  century. 

Vol.  n.  z 
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K  At  this  period,  the  Moors,  who  had  fiibdued  Afric* 
with  that  impetuofity  which  was  the  charaderiftic  of 
of  all  their  cnterprifes,  croflfed  the  fea.  Tbey  found 
in  Spain  a  king  deftitute  of  virtue  and  abilities ;  a 
multitude  of  courtiers,  and  no  ftatefmen;  foldicrs  de- 
void of  courage,  and  generals  without  experience ;  an 
effeminate  people,  ^i^ing  the  governtnent  in  con- 
tempt, and  difpofed  to  change  their  mailer  ;  and  the/ 
aifo  found  rebels,  who  joined  them  for  the  (ake  of 
plundering,  burning,  and  maflacring  all  that  oppofed 
them*  In  lefs  than  three  years,,  the  fovcreignty  of 
of  the  Chriftians  was  deftroyed,  and  that  of  the  mfi- 
dels  eftabliihed  upon  a  folid  foundatioti*. 

3pain  was  indebted  to  its  conquerors  for  the  firft 
principles  of  tafte,  humanity,  poUtenefs,  and  philo- 
fophy  ;  as  alfo  for  introducing  into  the  country  fevc- 
ral  arts,  and  a  confiderable  trade..  Thefe  brilliant 
profpedts  were  not  of  long  duration.  They  were  foon 
difiipated  by  the  numbeiiefs  fe£ls  that  arofe  among 
the  conquerors,  and  the  irreparable  fault  tbey  commit- 
ted in  eflabUfbing  diftind  fevereigns  in  all  the  prm- 
cipal  towns  of  tlieir  dmninions« 

During  this  time,  the  Goths,  who,  to  fcreen  then»- 
felve«  from  the  power  of  the  Mohammedans,  had 
fought  an  afylum  in  the  extremity  of  the  Afturia», 
were  labouring  uftder  the  yoke  of  aparchy,  plunged 
in  a  barbarous  (late  of  ignorance,  oppreffed  by  their 
fanatical  priefts,  languifhing  under  inexprelfible  po- 
verty, and  perpetually  harafled  by  civil  wars.  Under 
the  influence  of  thefe  calamities,  far  from  thinking 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  divifions  fubfifting  among 
their  enemies,  they  were  fufficiently  happy  in  being 
forgotten,  or  in  not  being  known  by  them.  But  as 
foon  as  xhe  crown,  which  was  originally  eledive,  be- 
came hereditary  in  the  tenth  century  ;  as  foon  as  the 
nobility  and  bifhops  became  incapable  of  difturbin^ 
the  ftate  ;  and  that  the  peojde,  raifed  from  flavery^ 
were  admitted  to  a  Ihare  of  the  government ;  the  na- 
tional fpirit  began  to  revive.  The  Arabians,  attacked 
on  every  fide,  were  fucceflively  ilripped  of  their  con- 
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quefts ;  and  at  ttc  end  of  the  fifteenth  century  tliey  book 
had  but  one  little  kingdom  remaining.  ■   ^^^'  .gi 

Their  fall  would  have  been  mot6  rapid^  had  they 
engaged  with  a  power  that  could  have  united,  in  one 
common  centre,  the  conquefts  it  gairied  over  them. 
But  the  revolution  was  not  affedled  in  this  manner. 
The  Mohammedans  were  attacked  by  different  chiefs, 
each  of  which  was  at  the  head  of  a  diftindt  ftate. 
Spain  was  divided  into  as  many  kingdoms  as  it  con* 
tained  provinces  :  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  long 
time,  feveral  fucceflions,  wars,  and  revolutions,  that 
thefe  fmall  ftates  were  at  laft  united  in  the  two  mo- 
narchies of  Caftile  and  Arragon.  At  lerigth,  the  mar- 
riage of  Ifabella  with  Ferdinand  having  happily  join- 
ed all  the  crowns  of  Spain  into  orte  family,  they 
found  themfelves  equal  to  the  enterprife  of  attacking 
the  kingdom  of  Granada^ 

This  ftate,  which  fcarcely  occupied  one-eighth  part 
of  the  peninfula  of  Spain,  had  always  been  in  a 
flouriihing  condition  from  the  time  of  the  iiivafion  of 
the  Saracens  ;  but  its  profperity  had  increafed  ill 
proportion  as  the  fuccefles  of  the  Chriftians  had  in- 
duced a  greater  number  of  infidels  to  take  refuge 
there.  It  confifted  of  three  millions  of  inhabitants. 
Throughout  the  reft  of  Europe  there  were  ho  lands 
lb  weU  cultivated ;  manufadures  fo  numerous  and 
improved  ;  fo  regular  and  fo  extenfive  a  navigation. 
The  public  revenues  amounted  to  feven  millions  of 
livres  [191,6661.  13s.  4d.]  ;  a  prodigious  fura  at  a 
time  when  gold  and  filver  were  very  fcafce* 

Thefe  feveral  advantages,  far  from  deterring  the 
tnonarchs  of  Gaftile  and  Arragon  fiom  invading  Gra- 
tiada,  were  the  motives  that  principally  urged  them 
to  the  enterprife.  They  were  obliged  to  carry  on  a 
ten  years  bloody  war,  in  order  to  fubdue  this  flourifli-i 
ing  province.  The  conqueft  of  it  was  completed  by 
the  Surrender  of  the  capital  in  the  beginning  of  Ja- 
nuary 1491. 

It  was  in  thefe  glorious  circunlftances,  that  Chri-  Coturtbtii 
ftopher  Columbus,  a  man  of  obfcure  birth,  whofc^^^* 
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BOOK  knowledge  of  aftronomy  and  navigation  was  far  fu- 
^**  perior  to  that  of  his  cotemporaries,  propofed  to  ther 
difcovcring  Spa^iiards,  who  were  happy  at  home,  to  aggrandize 
America,  thcmfelves  abroad.  He  was  led  by  a  fecret  impulfe 
to  imagine  that  another  continent  certainly  exifted, 
and  that  he  was  the  perfon  deftined  to  difcover  it. 
The  idea  of  Antipodes,  which  fuperftition  had  con- 
demned as  heretical  and  impious,  and  reafon  itfelf 
had  treated  as  chimerical,  appeared  to  this  penetrat- 
ing genius  to  have  its  foundation  in  truth.  This  idea, 
perhaps  the  greateft  that  ever  entered  into  the  hu- 
man mind,  took  ftrong  poffeffion  of  his  imagination  ; 
and,  having  in  vain  propofed  the  acquifition  of  a  new 
hemifphere  to  his  native  country  Genoa,  to  Portugal, 
where  he  then  refided,  and  even  to  England,  which 
he  might  have  expedled  would  readily  have  concur- 
red in  any  maritime  enterprife,  he  at  laft  communi- 
cated his  views  and  his  projefts  to  Ifabella.  ' 

The  minifters  of  this  princefs,  who  looked  upon 
the  fcheme  of  difcovering  a  new  world  as  the  crfFspring 
of  a  diftempered  brain,  treated  the  author  of  it  for 
fome  time  with  thofe  airs  of  contemptuous  infolence, 
which  men  in  office  often  put  on  with  thofe  who  have 
nothing  but  genius  to  recommend  them.  But  Colum- 
bus was  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  any  difficulties ;  he 
poflefled,  as  all  men  do  who  engage  in  extraordinary 
enterprifes,  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  which  renders 
them  fuperior  to  the  cavils  of  the  ignorant,  the  con- 
tempt of  the  proud,  the  mean  arts  of  the  covetous, 
and  the  delays  of  the  indolent.  At  length,  by  per- 
feverance,  fpirit,  and  courage,  joined  to  the  arts  of 
prudence  and  management,  he  furmounted  every  ob- 
ftacie.  Having  obtained  three  fmall  veffels,  and 
ninety  men,  he  fet  fail  on  the  third  of  Auguft  1492, 
with  the  title  of  admiral  and  viceroy  of  the  .iflands 
and  territories  he  (hould  difcover,  and  ai rived  at  the 
Canaries,  where  it  was  his  intention  to  caft  anchor. 
Columbus  Thefe  iflands,  fitu^ted  at  the  diftance  of  five  hun- 
fau»6rft  to-  dred  miles  from  the  coafts  of  Spain,  and  of  a  hundred 
c^^tvi^^  miles  from  the  continent  of  Africa,  are  feven  in  nuna- 
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ber.  They  were  known  to  the  ancients  by  the  name  book 
of  the  Fortunate  Iflands.  It  was  at  the  mod  weftern  vi. 
part  of  this  fmall  Archipelago  that  the  celebrated  ^^J^Jf^ 
Ptolemy,  who  lived  in  the  fecond  century  of  theoftbcfe 
Chriftian  era,  eftablifhed  a  firft  meridian  ;  from*^^^ 
whence  he  computed  the  longitudes  of  all  the  places, 
the  geographical  pofition  of  which  he  determined. 
According  to  the  judicious  remark  of  three  French 
aftronomers,  who  have  publifhed  fo  curious  and  fo  in- 
ftrudive  an  account  of  a  voyage  in  1771  and  1772, 
he  might  have  chofen  Alexandria  for  this  purpofe  : 
but  he  was  apprehenfive,  without  doubt,  that  this 
prediledion  for  his  country  might  be  imitated  by 
others,  and  t;hat  fome  confufion  might  arife  from  thefe 
variations.  The  plan  which  this  philofopher  adopted, 
of  taking  for  his  firft  meridian,  that  Which  appeared 
to  leave  to  the  eaft  of  it  all  the  part  of  the  world 
then  known,  was  generally  approved,  and  followed 
for  feveral  centuries.  It  is  only  in  modern  times, 
that  feveral  nations  have  improperly  fubftituted  to 
this  meridian,  that  of  the  capital  of  their  own  empire. 
The  habit  that  had  been  contraded  of  repeating 
the  name  of  the  Fortunate  Illands,  did  not  prevent 
them  from  being  totally  negleded.  Some  navigators 
had  certainly  reconnoitred  anew  thefe  pagan  territo- 
ries, fince,  in  1344,  the  court  of  Rome  gave  the 
property  of  them  to  Louis  de  la  Cerda,  one  of  the  In- 
fants of  Caftile.  Obftinately  thwarted  by  the  head 
of  his  family,  this  prince  had  never  yet  been  able  to 
avail  himfelf  of  this  extraordinary  liberality,  when 
Bethencourt  went  from  Rochelle,  on  the  6th  of  May 
1402,  and  two  months  after  feized  upon  Lancerota, 
It  being  impoflible  for  him  to  proceed  any  farther 
with  the  forces  he  had  remaining,  this  adventurer  de- 
termined to  pay  homage  to  the  king  of  Caftile  of  all 
the  conquefts  he  (hould  make.  With  the  fuccours 
furnifhed  him  by  this  monarch,  he  feized  upon  Fuer- 
te Ventura  in  1404,  upon  Gomera  in  1405,  and  upon 
the  ifle  of  Ferro  in  1406.  Canary,  Palma,  and  Te- 
neriffe,  did  not  fubmit  till  1483,  1492,  and  1496. 
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BOOK  This  Archipelago,  by  the  name  of  the  Canary  Iflands^ 
,    ^^'     has  ever  fince  made  part  of  the  Spanifh  dominions, 
■  •    ■  "^  and  has  been  governed  by  the  laws  of  Caftile. 

The  Canaries  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  flcy  that 
is  generally  ferene.  The  heat  is  great  on  the  coafts  j 
but  the  air  is  agreeably  temperate  upon  the  places 
that  are  a  little  higher ;  and  too  cold  upon  fome  of 
the  mountains  that  are  covered  with  fhow  the  greateft 
part  of  the  year. 

All,  or  nearly  all,  the  fruits  and  animals  of  the  Old 
and  of  the  New  World  thrive  upon  the  different 
kinds  of  foil  in  thefe  iflands.  They  furnifh  oils,  fome 
filk,  a  great  deal  of  perella*,  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fugar,  inferior  to  that  which  comes  from 
America.  The  corn  they  fupply  is  moil  commonly 
fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  country ;  and 
without  mentiofiing  liquors  of  an  inferior  kind»  their 
exports  in  wine  amount  annually  to  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  pipes  of  Malmfey. 

In  1768,  the  Canaries  reckoned  one  hundred  and 
iifty.five  thoufend  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  inhabit-^ 
'ants,  exclufiye  of  five  hundred  and  eight  clergy,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-two  monks,  and  feven  hundred 
and  forty. fix  nuns.  Twenty*nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  of  thefe  inhabitants  were  embodied  into  a 
regiment.  Thefe  militia  were  nothing  at  that  period ; 
but  they  have  fince  been  a  little  difciplined,  as  well 
as  all  the  troops  in  the  other  Spaniih  colonies. 

Although  the  audience,  ox  fuperior  tribupal  of  juf- 
tice,  be  in  the  ifland  particularly  called  Canary,  yet 
the  ifland  of  Teneriffe,  which  is  known  by  its  vol- 
canos,  and  by  a  mountain  which,  according  to  the 
lateft  and  beft  obfervations,  rifes  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  four  toifes  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is 
confidered  as  the.  capital  of  the  Archipelago.  It  is 
the  mofl  extenfive,  the  richeft,  and  the  moft  populous. 
It  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor-general,  and  the 
ieat  of  adminiftration.  The  traders,  who  are  almoft 
all  Englifii  or  Americans,  make  their  purchafes  in  its 

*  A  fungous  fubftaoce  from  which  a  rod  dye  is  eztradc^. 
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harbour  of  Sainte  Crcnx,  and  take  in  their  cargoes  b 
there. 

The  money  which  thefe  merchants  bring  to  the 
iflands,  feldom  circulates  in  them.  It  is  not  carried 
off  by  the  imports,  fince  they  confift  only  in  the 
monopoly  of  tobacco,  and  a  tax  of  fix  per  cent,  on 
all  exports  and  imports:  inconfiderable  refources, 
which  muft  be  abforbed  by  the  expences  of  fove- 
reignty.  If  the  Canaries  fend  annually  fifteen  or 
fixteen  hundred  thoufand  livres  [from  62,500!.  to 
66,6661.  13s.  4d.3  to  the  mother-country,  it  is  for 
the  fuperftition  of  the  crufades :  it  is  for  one  half  of 
the  firft  year's  falaries  paid  to  the  crown,  by  thofe 
who  have  obtained  any  poft  under  government :  it  i$ 
for  the  droit  dcs  lances ,  fubftituted  throughout  tht 
whole  empire,  to  the  obligation  formerly  impofed  upon 
all  titled  perfons,  of  following  the  king  to  war :  it  is 
for  one  third  of  the  revenue  of  the  bifhoprics,  which, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  may  be,  belongs 
to  the  government ;  it  is  for  the  produce  of  the  lands 
acquired  or  preferved  by  fome  families  refiding  in 
Spain :  in  a  word,  it  is  to  defray  the  expences  of  thofe, 
who  by  a  reftlefs  difpofition,  ambition,  or  the  defire 
of  acquiring  knowledge,  are  prompted  to  quit  the 
Archipelago. 

So  confiderable  an  exportation  of  fpecie  has  kept 
the  Canaries  conftantly  exhaufted.  They  would  have 
emerged  from  this  fituation,  had  they  been  fufFered 
peaceably  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which,  in  1657,  was 
granted  them,  of  fitting  out  every  year  for  the  other 
hemifphere,  five  (hips  laden  with  a  thoufand  tons  of 
provifions  or  merchandife.  Unfortunately,  the  re- 
ftraints  put  upon  this  trade  at  Cadiz,  gradually  re- 
duced it  to  the  fending  of  one  very  fmall  veflfel  to 
Caracca.  This  tyranny  is  drawing  to  an  end ;  and 
we  Iball  fpeak  of  its  decline,  after  we  have  accom^ 
panied  Columbus  to  the  great  fceae  upon  which  his 
genius  and  courage  are  going  to  be  difplayed. 

On  the  fixth  of  September,  the  admiral  quitted 
Gomera^  wher^  his  tpo  feeble  veflels  had  been  re- 

Z  iiij 
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BOOK  paired,  and  his  provifions  renewed :  he  then  aban^ 
,        '    .  doned  the  track   purfued  by  preceding  navigators  5 
and  direded  his  courfe  weftward,  in  order  to  get  in- 
to an  unknown  ocean. 

In  a  little  time,  the  fhips  crews,  terrified  at  the  idea 
of  the  immenfe  track  of  fea  that  feparated  them  from 
their  native  country,  began  to  exprefs  their  fears. 
They  murmured,  and  the  moll  violent  of  the  muti- 
neers propofed  feveral  times  that  they  fhould  throw 
the  author  of  their  danger  overboard.  His  moft  zea- 
lous adherents  were  even  without  hope  ;  and  he  had 
now  nothing  to  expedt  either  from  feverity  or  mildnefs. 
The  admiral  then  fpake  to  them  in  the  following 
terms  :  Jf  the  land  does  not  appear  in  three  days  time^ 
t  give  myfelf  up  to  your  refentment.  The  fpeech  was 
bold,  but  not  rafh. 

For  fome  time  pad,  on  founding,  he  had  found  a 
bottom,  and   from  other  circumftances,    which   are 
feldom  deceitful,  he  had  reafon  to  conclude  that  he 
was  not  far  from  the  object  of  his  purfuit. 
Arrival  of       The  Ncw  World  was  difcovcred  in  the  month  of 
i^^Kcw  Odober.     Columbus  landed  on  one  of  the  Lucayas, 
World,      or  Bahama  iflands,  which  he  called  San-Salvador,  and 
took  pofleffion  of  it  in  the  name  of  Ifabella.  No  Eu- 
ropean at  that  time  imagined  that  there  could  be  any 
injuftice  in  feizing  upon  a  country  which  was  not  in- 
habited by  Chriftians. 

The  iflanders,  on  feeing  the  fliips,  and  a  race  of 
men  fo  different  from  therafelves,  were  terrified,  and 
ran  away.  The  Spaniards  caught  fome  of  them, 
treated  them  with  great  civility,  and  difmifled  them 
loaded  with  prefents. 

This  behaviour  entirely  diffipated  the  fears  of  the 
whole  nation  :  the  inhabitants  appeared  upon  the 
ihpre  without  arms.  Several  of  them  came  on  board. 
They  viewed  every  thing  with  admiration.  Their 
ipanners  were  free  and  open.  They  brought  fruits. 
They  affifted  the  Spaniards  in  getting  on  fhore,  by 
taking  them  upon  their  fhoulder§.  The  inhabitants 
pf  the  neighbouring  iflands  fhowed  the  fame  obliging 
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difpofition.     The  failors,  fent  by  Coluittbus  to  make  book 
difcoveries,  every  where  met  with  the  kindeft  recep-       vi. 
tion.     Men,  women,  and   children,   were  employed  ' 
in  procuring  provifions  for  them.     They  filled  the 
hammocks  where  they  flept  with  the  fined  cotton.     * 

Tell  me,  reader,  whether  thefe  were  civilized  peo- 
ple landing  among  favages,  or  favages  among  civi- 
lized people  ?  Of  what  confequence  was  it  that  they 
were  naked ;  that  they  dwelt  in  the  midft  of  the 
forefts,  and  lived  under  huts;  that  there  was  neither 
a  code  of  laws  among  them,  nor  civil  or  criminal  juf- 
tice,  provided  they  were  mild,  humane,  beneficent, 
and  poflefled  all  the  virtues  that  diftinguilh  the  hu- 
man fpecies?  Alas  I  people  with,  the  fame  behaviour 
would  have  met  with  the  fame  reception  every  where. 
Let  us  forget,  if  it  be  poffible,  the  inftant  of  this  dif« 
covery,  this  firft  interview  between  two  worlds,  or 
rather  let  us  recal  it  to  our  memory,  only  to  increafe 
our  deteftation  of  the  one  we  inhabit. 

But  it  was  gold  the  Spaniards  wanted,  and  they 
foon  found  it.  Several  of  the  favages  wore  ornaments 
made  of  this  precious  metal,  which  they  prefented  to 
their  new  guefts ;  who  on  their  part  were  more  dif- 
gulted  with  the  naked  appearance  and  fimplicity  of 
thefe  people,  than  touched  with  their  kindnefs.  They 
were  incapable  of  difceming  in  them  the  genuine 
charadters  of  nature.  Surprifed  to  find  men  of  a  cop- 
per colour  without  beards  or  hair  on  their  bodies, 
they  looked  upon  them  as  a  race  of  imperfed  ani- 
mals, who  were  only  to  be  treated  with  humanity, 
till  the  neceflary  information  was  obtained  in  regard 
to  the  neighbouring  countries,  and  the  feat  of  the 
gold  mines. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  feveral  finaller  iflands,  Co-ThcSpn. 
lumbus  landed  on  the  north  fide  of  a  large  one  cal-  SlSffiS^ 
led  by  the  natives  Hay ti ;  to  which  he  gave  the  name  fcttkmcnt 
of  Hifpaniola,  and  which  is  now  called  San  Domin-i^^^"^^ 
go ;  he  was  conduced  thither  by  fome  favages  of  the  ^^go. 
other  iflands,  who  accompanied  him  without  the  leaft  thrinSbit- 
diftrufl:,  and  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  it  was  the^j^j^*^ 
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BOOK  great  ifland  which  furnUhed  them  with  the  metal  the 
^'*    Spaniards  were  fo  eager  to  acquire. 

The  ifland  of  Hayti,  which  is  two  hundred  leagues 
in  length,  and  iixty^  and  in  fome  places  eighty,  in 
breadth,  is  divided  from  eaft  to  weft  bj  a  chain  of 
mountains,  which  occupy  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
and  are  for  the  moft  part  fteep.  It  was  diftributed  into 
five  populous  kingdoms,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
lived  in  perfcd  amity.  Their  kings,  who  were  called 
Caciques,  were  fo  much  the  more  abfolute,  as  they 
were  much  beloved.  The  complexion  of  thcfe  peo* 
pie  was  much  fairer  than  that  of  thofe  in  the  other 
iflands.  They  painted  their  bodies.  The  men  went 
quite  naked.  The  women  wore  a  kind  of  cotton  pet- 
ticoat, which  reached  no  further  than  their  knees. 
The  girls,  as  well  as  the  men,  were  naked.  Their 
food  was  maize,  roots,  fruit,  and  fliell-fifli.  As  they 
were  temperate,  nimble,  and  aAive,  but  not  ftrong, 
they  were  averfe  from  labour.  They  lived  free  from 
care  in  a  ftate  of  agreeable  indolence.  Their  time 
was  fpent  in  dancing,  diverfion,  and  fleep.  By  the 
accounts  the  Spaniards  give  of  them,  they  fliowed 
little  marks  of  underftanding ;  and  indeed  iflanders, 
who  live  in  a  ftate  of  fepamtion  from  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, rauft  of  neceflity  have  very  confined  id^as. 
Detached  focieties  arrive  at  improvement  by  flow  md 
difficult  advances.  They  derive  no  advantages  from 
thofe  difcoveries,  which  time  and  experience  throw 
in  the  way  of  other  people  :  neither  do  the  chances 
of  acquiring  knowledge  occur  fo  frequently  among 
them. 

The  Spaniards  them&lves  confeis,  that  thefe  people 
were  humane,  void  of  malice  and  revenge,  and  al- 
raoft  divefted  of  any  paflion  whatever.  They  were 
Ignorant,  but  fliowed  no  defire  of  being  informed,  * 
This  indifference,  and  the  confidence  they  repofcd 
in  flrangers,  prove  that  they  were  happy.  Their 
hiftory,  and  their  notions  of  morality,  were  contiain- 
cd  in  a  colleAion  of  fongs,  which  they  learnt  from 
their  infancy;  and  they  h^d,  in  common  with  all 
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nations,  fbipe  fables  concerning  the  origin  of  the  hu-B  o  o  K 
man  race.  ,_, 

We  know  little  of  their  religion,  to  which  thcj 
were  not  much  attached ;  and  it  is  probable  that  in 
this  refpedy  as  well  as  in  many  others,  they  have 
been  calumniated  by  the  authors  of  their  deftrudion, 
who  pretend  that  thefe  iflanders,  wbofe  manners 
were  fo  gentle,  paid  adoration  to,  a  number  of  male- 
volent beings.  The  worlhippers  of  a  malevolent  deity 
can  never  be  good  themfelves.  But  of  what  confe- 
quence  were  their  deities  or  their  mode  of  worfhip? 
Did  they  queftion  the  ftrangers  upon  the  fubjed  of 
their  religion?  Or,  was  their  belief  a  motive  of  curiofity, 
hatred,  or  contempt  for  them  ?  They  were  the  £uro« 
peans,  who  conduced  themfelves  as  if  they  had  been 
advifed  by  the  demon  of  the  iilanders ;  and  the  iflandera 
behaved  as  if  they  had  obeyed  the  D^ity  of  the  Euro- 
peans. 

They  had  no  law  that  limited  the  number  of  their 
wives.  It  was  common  for  one  of  them  to  have  fome 
privileges  and  diftin<£Uons  allotted  to  her ;  but  thefo 
gave  her  no  authority  6ver  the  reft.  She  was  the  one 
whom  the  hufband  loved  the  beft,  and  by  whom  he 
thought  himfelf  beft  beloved.  On  the  death  of  her 
hufband,  fhe  fometimes  caufed  herfelf  to  be  buried 
in  the  fame  grave  with  him.  This  was  not  a  cuftom» 
a  duty,  or  a  point  of  honour,  among  thefe  people ; 
but  the  wife  found  it  impoffihle  to  furrive  the  objeft 
of  her  tendereft  afiedion.  This  freedom  in  love  and 
marriage,  which  was  authorifed  by  their  laws  and 
manners,  was  by  the  Spaniards  called  debauchery, 
licentiouihefs,  and  vice:  and  to  the  pretended  ex- 
ceilive  indulgence  of  the  iflanders  in  this  particular, 
they  attributed  the  origin  of  a  difgracefiil  and  de- 
ftrudive  difeafe,  which  is  generally  thought  to  have 
been  unknown  in  Europe  before  the  cUfcovery  of 
America. 

Thefe  iflanders  had  no  other  weapon  than  a  bow 
and  arrows  made  of  wood,  the  point  of  which  being 
hardened  in  the  fire  was  fometimes  armed  with  (harp 
ftones,  or  the  bone  of  a  fifli*     The  ordinary  drefs  of 
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®  %?  ^  the  Spaniards  was  of  itfelf  an  impenetrable  armour 

\_   ^   .  -  againft  arrows  of  this  kind,  Ihot  with  little  dexterity, 

Thefe  weapons  and  fome  fmall  clubs,  or  rather  large 

flicks,  which  could  feldom  give  a  mortal  blow  were 

far  from  making  thefe  people  formidable. 

They  were  dUlinguiflied  into  different  claffes,  one 
of  which  had  a  claim  to  a  kind  of  nobility ;  but  we 
are  Uttle  acquainted  either  with  the  prerogatives  an- 
nexed to  this  diftindion,  or  with  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing it.  This  ignorant  and  favage  people  had  alfo  for- 
cerers  among  them,  who  have  always  been  either  the 
offspring  or  parents  of  fuperftition 

Columbus  omitted  no  attention  that  might  engage 
the  friendfhip  of  thefe  iflanders.  But  at  the  fame 
time  he  made  them  fenfible,  that  though  he  had  no 
inclination  to  hurt  them,  he  did  not  want  the  power. 
The  proofs  he  gave  in  their  prefence  of  the  furprifing 
effeds  of  his  artillery,  convinced  them  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid.  They  looked  upon  the  Spaniards  as 
men  defcended  from  heaven  ;  and  the  prefents  they 
received,  were  in  their  eftimation,  not  mere  curiofities, 
but  facred  things.  This  error  was  produdive  of  great 
advantages ;  nor  was  it  removed  by  any  ad  of  folly 
or  cruelty.  They  gave  the  favages  red  caps,  glafs 
beads,  pins,  knives,  and  bells,  and  received  in  return 
gold  and  provifions. 

Columbus  availed  himfelf  of  this  harmony  to  fix 
upon  a  place  for  a  fettlement,  which  he  defigned 
Ihould  be  the  centre  of  all  his  future  projeds.  He 
erefted  a  fort  with  the  affiftance  of  the  iflanders,  who 
cheerfully  laboured  to  forge  chains  for  themfelves. 
He  left  thirty.nine  Caftilians  in  the  place ;  and  hav- 
ing reconnoitred  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifland,  fet 
fail  fot  Spain. 

He  arrived  at  Palos,  a  port  of  Andalufia,  from 
whence  he  had  failed  feven  months  before.  He  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  Barcelona,  where  the  court  refid- 
ed.  This  journey  was  a  triumph.  The  nobility  and 
the  people  went  to  meet  him,  and  followed  him  in 
crowds  to  the  prefence  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 
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He  prefentcd  to  them  fome  iflanders,  who  had  volan-  book 
tarily  accompanied  him.  He  produced  pieces  of  gold, .  ^'  - 
birds,  cotton,  and  many  curiofities,  which  were  va- 
luable on  account  of  their  novelty.  Such  a  variety 
of  uncommon  objedts,  expofed  to  the  view  of  a  peo- 
ple whofe  vanity  inflamed  by  imagination  magnified 
every  thing,  made  them  fancy  that  they  faw  an  in- 
exhauftible  fource  of  riches  for  ever  flowing  into  their 
country.  The  enthufiafm  fpread,  and  reached  even 
to  the  throne.  At  the  public  audience  the  fovereigns 
gave  to  Columbus,  he  was  permitted  to  be  covered, 
and  to  fit  as  a  grandee  of  Spain.  He  related  his  voy- 
age to  them.  They  loaded  him  with  carefles,  com- 
mendations, and  honours;  and  foon  after  he  reim- 
barked  with  feventeen  fail,  to  make  new  difcoveries, 
and  to  eftablifh  colonies. 

On  his  arrival  at  San  Domingo  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  foldiers,  artificers,  and  miffionaries ;  with 
provifions  for  their  fubfiftence ;  with  the  feeds  of  all 
the  plants  that  were  thought  likely  to  thrive  in  this 
hot  and  damp  climate ;  and  with  the  domeftic  ani- 
mals of  the  old  hemifphere,  of  which  there  was  not 
one  in  the  new  one,  Columbus  found  nothing  but 
ruins  and  carcafes  upon  the  fpot  where  he  had  left 
fortifications  and  Spaniards.  Thefe  plunderers  had 
occafioned  their  own  deftrudlion  by  their  haughty, 
licentious,  and  tyrannical  behaviour  j  and  he  had  the 
addrefs  to  perfuade  thofe  who  had  lefs  moderation 
than  himfelf,  that  it  was  good  policy  to  poftpone  their 
revenge  to  another  time.  A  fort,  honoured  with  the 
name  of  Ifabella,  was  conftruded  on  the  borders  of 
the  ocean  ;  and  that  of  Saint  Thomas  was  eredted  oi^ 
the  mountains  of  Cibao,  where  the  iflanders  gather- 
ed from  the  torrents  the  greateft  part  of  the  gold 
they  ufed  for  their  ornaments,  and  where  the  con- 
querors intended  to  open  mines. 

While  thefe  works  were  carrying  on,  the  provi- 
fions that  had  been  brought  from  Europe  had  been 
either  confumed  or  were  fpoiled.  The  colony  had  not 
received  frefli  ones  enough  to  fupply  the  deficiency ;     . 
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BOOK  and  foldiers,  or  failors,  had  neither  had  any  leifuM^ 
^''     knowledge,  or  inclination  enough  to  produce  frefli 
'       articles  of  fubfiftence.     It  became  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  natives  of  the  country,  who  cultivat- 
ing but  little,  were  unable  to  fubfift  ftrangers,  who, 
though  they  were  the  mod  moderate  perfons  of  the 
old  hemifphere,  yet  confumed  each  of  them  as  much 
as  would  have  been  fufficient  for  feveral  Indians. 
Thefe  unfortunate  people  gave  up  all  they  had,  and 
itill  more  was  required.    Thefe  continual  exadions 
produced  an  alteration  in  their  charader,  which  was 
naturally  timid  ;  and  all  the  Caciques,  except  Gua- 
canahari,  who  had  firfl  received  the  Spaniards  in  his 
dominions,  refolved  to  unite  their  forces,  in  order  to 
break  a  yoke  which  was  becoming  every  day  more 
intolerable. 
Cnieidet        Columbus  dcfiftcd  from  purfuing  his  difcoveries, 
JJJ"^^^  in  order  to  prevent,  or  put  a  flop  to  this  uneipeded 
meronat  danger.     Although  two- thirds  of  his  followers  had 
^^^  been  hurried  to  the  grave  by  mifery,  by  the  climate, 
tboref*     and  by  debauchery;   although  ficknefs  prevented 
*^        many  of  thofe  who  had  efcaped  thefe  terribk  fcourges 
from  joining  him  ;  and  although  he  could  not  mufter 
more  than  two  hundred  infantry  and  twenty  horfe  to 
face  the  enemy,  yet  this  extraordinary  man  was  not 
afraid  of  attacking,  in  1495,  in  the  plains  of  Vega« 
Real,  an  army,  which  hiftorians  in  general  have  con^* 
puted  at  one  hundred  thoufand  men.   The  chief  pre-* 
caution  taken  was  to  fell  upon  thefe  troops  in  the 
night-time. 

The  unhappy  iflanders  were  conquered  before  the 
adion  began.  They  confidered  the  Spaniards  as  be^ 
ings  of  a  fuperior  order.  Their  admiration,  refpedl, 
and  fear,  were  increafed  by  the  European  armow ;  and 
the  fight  of  the  cavalry  in  particular  aflonilhed  them 
beyond  meafure.  Many  of  them  were  fimple  enough 
to  believe  that  the  man  and  the  horfe  were  the  fame 
animal,  or  a  kind  of  deity.  Had  their  courage  even 
been  proof  againft  thefe  impreiSons  of  terror,  they 
could  have  made  but  a  &int  refifbmce.  The  cannoa** 
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ading,  the  pikes,  and  a  difcipline  to  which  they  were  1  a  o  s 
ftrangers,  muft  have  eafily  difperfcd  them.    They  fled  ,    ^^ 
on  all  fides.     To  punifh  them  for  their  rebellion,  as 
it  was  called,  every  Indian  above  fourteen  years  of  age 
was  fubje<3ed  to  a  tribute  in  gold  or  in  cotton,  accords 
ing  to  the  diftrid  he  lived  in. 

This  arrangement  of  matters,  which  required  affi« 
duous  labour,  appeared^the  greateft  of  evils  to  a  peo- 
ple who  were  not  ufed  to  be  employed.  The  defire 
of  getting  rid  of  their  oppreflbrs,  became  their  only 
pafflon.  As  they  entertained  no  further  hope  of  their 
being  able  to  fend  them  away  by  force,  the  idea  oc« 
curred  to  them,  in  1496,  of  expelling  them  by  fa« 
mine.  In  this  view,  they  fowed  no  more  maize, 
they  pulled  up  the  caflava  roots  that  were  already 
planted,  and  they  themfelves  took  refuge  among  the 
moft  barren  and  fteep  rocks. 

Defperate  refolutions  are  feldom  attended  with  fuc« 
cefs ;  accordingly,  that  which  the  Indians  had  taken 
proved  extremely  fatal  to  them.  The  gifts  of  rude 
and  uncultivated  nature  were  not  fufficient  for  their 
fupport,  as  they  had  inconfiderately  expeded  they 
would  be  ;  and  their  afylum,  however  difficult  of  ac« 
cefs,  was  not  able  to  fcreen  them  from  the  purfuits 
of  their  ihcenfed  tyrants,  who,'  during  this  total  pri«^ 
vation  of  local  refoufces,  accidentally  received  fome 
provifions  from  the  mother-country.  TTheir  rage  was 
carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  trained  up  dogs 
to  hunt  and  devour  thefe  unhappy  men  ;  and  it  has 
even  been  faid,  that  fome  of  the  Caftilians  had  made 
a  vow  to  maflacre  twelve  Indians  every  day  in  ho- 
nour of  the  twelve  Apoftles.  Before  this  event,  the 
ifland  was  reckoned  to  contain  a  million  of  inhabi-*^ 
tants.  A  third  part  of  this  confiderable  population 
perifhed  on  this  occafion,  by  fatigue,  hunger,  and 
the  fword. 

Scarce  had  the  remains  of  thefe  unfortunate  peo- 
ple, who  had  efcaped  fo  many  difafters,  returned  to 
their  habitations,  where  calamities  of  another  kind 
were  preparing  for  them,  than  divifions  ^rok  amon^ 
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K  their  perfecutors.  The  removal  of  the  capital  of  th« 
colony  from  the  north  to  the  fouth,  from  Ifabella  to 
San  Domingo,  might  poffibly  furnifti  a  pretence  for 
fome  complaints :  but  the  diflenfions  had  their  chief 
origin  in  the  pailions  raifed  to  an  uncommon  degree 
of  fermentation  under  a  burning  iky,  and  not  fuffi- 
ciently  reftrained  by  an  authority  not  properly  efta- 
blifhed.  When  the  bufinefs  was  to  dethrone  fome 
cacique,  to  plunder  fome  diftriit,  or  to  exterminate 
fome  village,  the  commands  of  Columbus's  brother, 
or  of  his  reprefentative,  were  readily  obeyed.  After 
the  fharing  of  the  booty,  the  fpirit  of  independence 
became  again  the  prevailing  fpirit :  and  their  mutual 
jealoufies  and  animofities  were  only  attended  to.  The 
parties  at  leqgth  took  up  arms  againft  each  other, 
and  war  was  openly  declared. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  divifions,  the  admiral 
was  in  Spain,  where  he  had  returned  in  order  to  an- 
fwer  the  accufations  that  were  inceflantly  renewed 
againft  him.  The  recital  of  all  the  great  adlions  he 
had  performed,  and  the  expofition  of  all  the  ufeful 
things  he  meant  to  carry  into  execution,  eafily  re- 
gained him  the  confidence  of  Ifabella.  Ferdinand 
himfelf  began  to  be  a  little  reconciled  to  the  idea  of 
diftant  voyages.  The  plan  of  a  regular  fortn  of  go- 
vernment w^s  traced,  which  was  firft  to  be  tri^d  at 
San  Domingo,  and  afterwards  adopted,  with  fuch  aU 
terations  as  experience  fliould  have  (hown  to  be  ne-^ 
ceffary,  in  the  feveral  fettlements,  which  in  procefs 
of  time  might  be  founded  in  the  other  hemifphere. 
Men,  (killed  in  the  working  of  the  mines,  were  care- 
fully feleded  ;  and  the  government  took  upon  itfelf 
to  pay  and  to  maintain  them  for  feveral  years. 

The  people  thought  differently  from  their  fove- 
reigns.  Time,  which  brings  on  reflexion  when  the 
firft  tranfports  of  enthufiafm  are  paffed,  had  extin- 
guiftied  the  defire  originally  fo  ardent,  of  going  to 
the  New  World.  Its  gold  was  no  longer  an  ob- 
jedl  of  temptation  :  on  the  contrary,  the  livid  com- 
plexions of  all  thofc  who  returned  home ;  the  fevere 
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knd  difgraceful  diflempers  with  which  moft  of  them  book 
were  afflidled ;  the  accounts  of  the  unwholefomenefs ,  ^'' 
of  the  climate,  of  the  numbers  who  had  loft  their 
lives,  and  the  hardfhips  they  had  undergone  from 
the  fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  an  unwillingnefs  to  be  un- 
der the  command  of  a  foreigner,  the  fe verity  of  whofe 
difcipline  was  generally  cenfured  ;  and,  perhaps,  the 
jealoufy  that  was  entertained  of  his  growing  reputa- 
tion ;  all  th^fe  reafons  contributed  to  produce  an  in- 
fuperable  prejudice  againft  San  Domingo  in  the  fub- 
jcjfts  of  the  crown  of  Caftile,  the  only  Spaniards  who, 
till  the  year  1593,  were  allowed  to  embark  for  that 
ifland. 

It  was  abfolutely  n^ceflary,  however,  to  procure 
cblonifts ;  the  admiral  therefore  propofed  to  have  rc- 
courfe  to  the  prifons,  and  to  refcue  criminals  from 
death  and  infamy,  for  the  purpofe  of  aggrandizing 
their  country,  of  which  they  were  the  refufe  and  the 
difgrace.  This  projed  would  have  been  attended 
with  fewer  inconveniences  in  fuch  colonies  as,  hav- 
ing gained  a  more  foUd  eftablifhment,  might,  by  the 
force  of  their  laws,  have  reftrained  or  correded  licen- 
tious and  profligate  individuals ;  but  infant  dates  re- 
quire founders  of  a  diflferent  charader  from  a  fet  of 
rogues.  America  will,  perhaps,  never  get  rid  of  the 
remains  of  that  alloy  which  debafed  the  firft  colo- 
nies that  were  tranfported  thither  from  Europe ;  and 
Columbus  himfelf  was  foon  convinced  of  the  injudi- 
cious advice  he  had  given. 

Had  this  enterpriiing  feaman  carried  out  with  him 
men  of  the  common  ftamp,  he  might,  during  the  voy- 
age, liave  infpired  them  with  honeft  principles  at 
leaft,  if  not  with  high  notions  of  honour.  Thefe  per- 
fons  on  their  arrival  would  have  conftituted  a  majori- 
ty, and,  by  fetting  the  example  of  obedience,  would 
neceflarily  have  brought  back  to  order  thofe  who  had 
deviated  from  it.  Such  a  harmony  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  moft  falutary  efFeds,  and  have  efta- 
blifhed  the  colony  on  the  moft  folid  foundation.  The 
Indians  would  have  been  treatedin.  a  better  manner, 
Vol.  11.  A  a 
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B  p  o  K  the  mines  worked  to  greater  advantage,  and  the  tKie§ 
more  eafily  levied,  Th€  mother-coimtry,  animdt^ 
ed  by  this  fuccefs  to  greater  exertions^  might  haire 
formed  new  fettlements,  which  would  have  aagment^ 
cd  the  gbry,  the  wealth,  and  the  powet  of  Spain, 
Thefe  important  events,  which  might  have  been 
brought  forward  in  a  few  years,  were  rendered  abor- 
tive by  this  hafty  idea. 

The  malefadors  who  accompanied  Columbijs,  in 
conjun<5tion  with  the  plunderers  that  infefted  San  Do- 
mingo, formed  one  of  the  moil  unnatural  kinds  of  i<>- 
ciety  that  had  ever  appeared  upon  the  globe.  Their 
mutual  coalition  enabled  them  boMly  to  fet  all  au- 
thority at  defiance  ;  and  the  impoflibility  of  fubdo- 
ing  them,  made  it  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  at-r 
tempts  to  bring  them  over.  Several  were  tried  m 
vain.  At  length,  in  1499,  ^^  ^^^  fuggefted,  that  to 
the  lands  which  every  Spaniard  received,  a  greater 
or  lef»  number  of  iflanders  ihould  be  annexed,  whole 
time  and  labour  was  to  be  devoted  to  mafters  defti- 
tute  of  humanity  and  prudence.  This  aft  of  weak- 
nefs  reftored  apparent  tranquillity  to  the  eokwiy,  but 
without  conciliating  to  the  admiral  the  affeftion  of 
thofe  who  profited  by  it.  The  complaints  made 
againft  him  were  even  more  conftant,  more  urgent^ 
more  general,  and  more  attended  to  than  they  had 
been  before. 

This  extraordinary  mam  purchafed  upon  very  hard 
terms  the  fame  which  his  genius  and  induftry  had 
procured  him.  His  life  exhibited  a  perpetual  con- 
trad  of  elevation  and  depreffion.  He  was  not  only 
continually  expofed  to  the  cabals^  calummies,  and 
ingratitude  of  individuals ;  but  was  alfo  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  caprices  of  a  haughty  and  turbulent 
court,  which  by  turns  rewarded  or  puniihed^  redu- 
ced him  to  the  neceflity  of  making  the  moft  humili- 
ating juftifications,  and  reftored  hita  to  its  confidence. 

ITie  prejudice,  entertained  by  the  Spaniih  miniftry 
againft  the  author  of  the  greateft  difcovery  ever  madev 
operated  fo  £ar^  that  an  arbitrator  wa&  ient  to  the 
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New  World,  to  decide  between  Columbus  aad  his  b 
foldiers*  Bovadilla,  the  moil  ambitious,. felf-intereft- 
ed,  unjuft,  and  violent  man  that  had  yet  gone  over 
to  America,  arrived  at  San  Domingo  in  1500;  de- 
prived the  admiral  of  his  property,  his  honours,  and 
his  command,  and  fent  him  to  Europe  in  irons.  The 
fovereigns  were  warned,  by  public  indignation,  that 
the  world  expeded  the  immediate  punifliment  of  fo 
daring  a  crime,  and  the  reparation  of  fo  great  an  out- 
rage. In  order  to  conciliate  proprfety  with  their  pre- 
judices, Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  recalled,  with  real 
or  feigned  refentment,  the  agent  who  had  fo  cruelly 
abufed  the  power  with  which  they  had  intruiled  him : 
but  they  did  not  reftore  to  his  poft  the  deplorable 
viftim  of  his  incomprehenfible  villany.  Columbus,  ra- 
ther than  languiih  in  indolence,  or  live  in  a  flate  of 
humiliation,  determined  to  undertake  a  fourth  voyage 
as  an  adventurer,  into  regions  which  might  almoft  be 
{aid  to  have  been  created  by  himfelf.  After  this  ef- 
fort, which  neither  the  mahce  of  mankind,  nor  the 
caprice  of  the  elements,  rendered  ufelefs,  he  ended 
in  1506,  at  Valladolid,  his  briUiant  career,  which 
the  recent  death  of  Ifabella  had  deprived  him  of  every 
hope  of  its  ever  being  fortunate.  Although  he  was 
no  more  than  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  yet  his  bodily 
jftrength  was  much  weakened  :  but  the  faculties  of 
his  mind  had  not  loft  any  of  their  energy. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  uncommon  man,  who,  to 
the  aftonifhment  of  Eurbpe,  added  a  fourth  part  to 
the  earth,  or  rather  half  a  world  to  this  globe,  which 
had  been  fo  long  defolate,  and  fo  little  known.  It 
might  reafonably  have  been  ezpeded,  that  pubUo 
gratitude  would  have  given  the  name  of  this  intrepid 
feanian  to  the  new  hemifphere,  the  firft  difcovery  of 
which  was  owing  to  his  enterprifing  genius.  This 
:was  the  leaft  homage  of  refpe£t  that  coidd  be  paid  to 
his  memory ;  but  either  through  envy,.inattention4 
or  the  caprice  of  fortune  even  in  the  diftribution  of 
/fame,  this  honour  was  rcferved  for  Americus  Vefpu-? 
cius,  a  Florentine,  who  did  nothing  more  than  foUo:^ 
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K  the  footfteps  of  a  man  whofe  name  ought  to  ftan<f 
foremoft  in  the  lift  of  great  charaders.  Thus  the 
very  era,  which  added  America  to  the  known  world, 
was  diftinguilhed  by  an  inftance  of  injuftice,  that  may 
be  confidered  as  a  ta^al  prelude  to  thofe  fcenes  of  via- 
lence  of  which  this  unhappy  country  was  afterwards 
to  be  the  theatre. 

His  misfortunes  had  commenced  with  the  difco* 
very.  Columbus,  notwithftanding  his  humanity  and 
his  talents,  increafed  them  hirafelf  by  fixing  Ameri- 
cans upon  the  lands  which  he  diftributed  to  his  foldiers. 
This  plan,  which  he  had  purfued  merely  to  remove 
the  embarraflments  to  which  he  was  expofed  from  an 
almoft  inceflant  fpirit  of  rebellion,  was  continued  and 
extended  by  Bovadilla,  in  the  view  of  gaining  the 
affeftions  of  the  Spaniards.  Ovando,  who  fucceeded 
him,  broke  all  thefe  conne<9ions,  as  he  had  been  or- 
dered to  do.  Reft  was  the  firft  enjoyment  of  thefe 
feeble  beings,  who  had  been  condemned  by  force  to 
labours,  which  were  neither  confiftent  with  the  na- 
ture of  their  food,  with  their  conftitution,  nor  with 
their  cuftoms.  They  then  wandered  about  as  chance 
direded  their  fteps,  or  fat  themiielves  down  and  did 
nothing.  The  confequence  of  this  indolence  was  a 
famine,  which  was  fatal  both  to  them  and  their  op- 
preiC)rs.  It  might  hiave  been  poflible  to  bring  about 
fome  fortunate  alteration  in  circumftances  with  mild- 
nefs,  prudent  regulations,  and  a  great  fliare  of-  pa- 
tience. But  thefe  flow  and  moderate  meafures  were 
not  fuitable  to  conquerors,  who  were  eager  to  ac- 
quire, and  earneft  to  enjoy.  They  demanded,  with 
a  degree  of  warmth  infeparable  from  a  concern  of 
importance,  that  all  the  Indians  fliould  be  diftribut- 
ed among  them,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  working 
of  the  mines,  in  the  cultivation  of  corn,  or  in  any 
other  kind  of  labour  of  which  they  might  be  thought 
capable.  Religion  and  poUtical  views  were  the  two 
pretences  made  ufe  of  palliate  this  dreadful  fyftem. 
It  was  urged,  that  fo  long  as  thefe  favages  were  tole* 
rated  in  their  fupcrftitions,  they  would  never  em- 
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lirace  Cbriftianity ;  and  would  always  be  in  a  dfpo-  B 
fition  to  revolt,  unlefs  their  difperfion  fhould  put  it  ^ 
out  of  their  power  to  make  any  attempt.  The  court, 
after  feveral  difcuflions,  refolved  to  adopt  an  arrange- 
ment, fo  contrary  to  every  found  principle.  The 
whole  ifland  was  divided  into  a  greater  number  of 
diftrids ;  which  the  Spaniards  obtained  of  greater 
or  le(s  extent,  in  proportion  to  their  rank,  intereil, 
or  births  The  Indians  attached  to  thefe  precarious 
pofleflions,  were  flaves,  whom  the  law  was  always 
bound  to  proted,  though  it  never  did  it  effedually 
either  at  San  Domingo,  or  in  the  other  parts  of  this 
New  World,  where  this  horrid  plan  has  fince  been  ge- 
nerally  eftablifhed. 

Some  commotions  were  the  immediate  confequence 
of  this  arrangement :  but  they  were  put  a  ftop  to  by 
treachery  or  by  the  effufion  of  blood.  Whei)  flavery 
was  completely  eftablilhed,  the  produce  of  the  mines, 
became  more  certain.  At  firfi  one  half  belonged  to 
the  crown.  This  claim  was  afterwards  reduced  to 
one  third,  and  at  length  limited  to  a  fifth  part. 

The  treafures  brought  from  San  Domingo  excited 
,  the  avarice  even  of  thofe  who  would  not  venture  to 
crofs'  the  feas.  The  grandees,  the  favourites,  and 
thofe  who  had  employments  in  the  ftate,  obtained 
fome  of  this  property,  which  procured  them  riches 
without  care,  without  diiburfements,  and  without 
anxiety.  They  committed  the  care  of  them  to  agents 
who  were  to  make  their  own  fortunes,  while  they  in- 
creafed  thofe  of  their  principals.  In  lefs  than  fix 
years  time,  fixty  thoufand  American  families  were 
reduced  to  fourteen  thoufand ;  and  the  continent  and 
the  adjacent  iflands  were  ranfacked  for  lavages  to 
fapply  their  place. 

They  were  ii^difcriminately  chained  together  like 
beaftst.  Thofe  who  fank  under  their  burdens  were 
compelled  to  rife  by  fevere  blows.  No  intercourfe 
pafled  between  the  fexes  except  by  ftealth.  The 
men  periihed  in  the  mines ;  and  the  women  in  the 
fields,  which  they  cultivated  with  their  weak  hand$r 
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BOOK  Their  conftitutions,  already  exhaufted  with  exceffivu 
,    ^''    .  labour,  were  ftill  further  impaired  by  an   un whole* 
'  '       fome  and  fcanty  diet.     The  mothers  expired  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  prefling  their  dead  or  dying  in- 
fants to  their  breafts,  fhrivelled  and  contraded  for 
want  of  a  proper  fupply  of  milk.    The  fathers  either 
poifoned  themfelves,  or  hanged  themfelves  on  thdfc 
very  trees  on  which  they  had  juft  before  feen  their 
wives  or  their  childen  expire.     The  whole  race  be- 
came extind.     Let  me  be  allowed  to  paufe  here  for 
a  moment.     My  eyes  overflow  with  tears,  and  I  can 
no  longer  difcern  what  I  am  writing, 
vofigej         Before  thefe  fcenes  of  horror  had  completed  the 
Xc*s^al**^  ruin  of  the  firft  countries  difcfovered  by  the  Spaniards 
niwdfto    in  the  New  World,  fome  adventurers  of  that  nation^ 
i^g^T  J^^d  formed  fettlements  of  lefs  importance  at  Jamaica,  at 
Xiexico.     Porto  Rico,  and  at  Cuba.  Velafquez,  who  founded  the 
laft  of  thefe,  was  dcfirous  that  his  colony  (hould  fhare 
with  that  of  San  Domingo  the  advantage  of  making 
difcoveries  on  the  continent ;  and  he  found  moft  of 
the  perfons,  whom  an  adlive  and  infatiable  avidity 
had  led  into  his  ifland,  very  well  difpofed  to  fecond 
his  views.     A  hundred  and  ten   perfons  embarked, 
on  the  eighth  of  February  1517,  on  board  three  fmall 
veflels  at  Saint  Jago ;  failed  weftward,  and  landed  fuc- 
pfeffively  at  Yucatan,  and  at  Campeachy.  They  were 
received  as  enemies  upon  both  thefe  coafts ;  many  of 
them  perifhed  in  the  contefts  they  were  engaged  in, 
?nd  the  reft  regained,  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  tht 
port  from  whence  ^they  had  fet  out  a  few  months  be* 
fore  with  fuch  flattering  expedations.     Their  return 
was  marked  by  the  death  of  Cordova,  the  command- 
er of  the  expedition,  who  expired  of  his  wounds. 

Till  this  period,  the  new  hemifphere  had  prefented 
nothing  to  the  Spaniards  but  naked  and  wandering 
favages,  without  any  occupation  or  form  of  govern- 
ment. This  was  the  firft  time  they  had  feen  a  peo- 
ple dwelling  in  houfes,  clothed,  formed  into  a  nation- 
al body,  and  fufliiciently  advanced  ip  the  arts  to  corr- 
yert  precious  metals  into  vafes^ 
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This  difcovery,  while  it  excited  apprehenfions  of  b  o  o  k 
new  dangers,  prcfented,  at  the  fame  time,  the  allur-  <  ^^' 
ing  profped  of  a  rich  booty  ;  two  hundred  and  forty 
Spaniards  therefore  went  on  board  of  four  ihips  fitted 
out  by  the  chief  of  the  colony  at  his  own  expence. 
They  began  by  verifying  the  reports  brought  by  the 
preceding  adventurers  ;  tl^ey  'then  continued  their 
voyage  as  fir  as  the  river  Paduco,  and  thought  they 
perceived  in  all  parts  itill  more  evident  marks  of  ci* 
vilization.  They  often  landed.  Sometimes  they  were 
very  warmly  attacked,  and  fometimes  they  were  re- 
ceived with  a  degree  of  refpedl  bordering  upon  ado- 
ration* They  found  one  or  two  opportunities  of  ex- 
changing fome  trifles  of  the  old  hemifphere  for  the 
gold  of  the  new  one.  The  moft  enterprifing  of  them 
were  of  opinion  that  a  fettleitient  ihould  be  formed 
upon  thefe  beautiful  regions ;  but  their  commander 
Gryalva,  though  adire  and  intrepid,  was  not  animat*- 
ed  with  the  foul  of  a  hero,  and  did  not  think  his 
forces  fufficient  for  fo  important  an  undertaking.  He 
returned  to  Cuba,  where  he  gave  an  account,  more 
or  lefs  ei^aggerated,  of  all  he  had  feen,  and  of  all  he 
had  been  able  to  learn,  concerning  the  empire  of 
Mexico. 

The  conqueft  of  this  immenfe  and  opulent  region 
was  immediately  refolved  upon  by  Velafquex ;  but 
he  took  fome  time  in  deliberating  upon  the  choice  of 
the  agent  be  meant  to  employ  on  this  occaflon.  He 
was  apprehenfive  of  intruding  the  bufinefs  to  a  man 
who  ihould  not  have  the  quaUties  neceflary  to  enfure 
its  fuccefs,  or  to  one  who  fhould  have  too  much  am- 
bition to  give  the  honour  of  it  to  him.  His  confidants 
at  length  determined  his  choice  in  favour  of  Fernan- 
do Cortez,  the  one  of  his  lieutenants  whom  his  talents 
tnoft  ftr<»)gly  indicated  as  the  fitted  perfon  to  exe- 
cute the  projed,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  moil  im- 
proper to  anfwer  his  perfonal  views*  The  aftivity, 
jelevation  of  mind,  and  boldnefs  difplayed  by  the  new 
commander  in  preparing  for  an  expedition,  the  dif* 
^culries  of  which  he  foriees  and  wiihes  to  remove^ 
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K  awaken  all  the  anxiety  of  a  governor  naturally  too 
fufpicious.  He  was  obferyed  to  be  employed,  firft 
in  private,  and  afterwards  openly,  in  fuggefting  a 
plan  for  the  withdrawing  of  an  important  commiifion, 
which  he  reproached  himfelf  with  having  inconlider* 
ately  given.  But  this  regret  was  too  late.  Before 
the  arrangements,  contrived  to  keep  back  the  fleet, 
compofed  of  eleven  fmall  veflels,  could  be  fettled,  it 
had  fet  fail  on  the  tenth  February  1519,  with  nine 
hundred  failors,  five  hundred  and  eight  foldiers,  fix- 
teen  horfe,  thirteen  mulkets,  thirty-two  crofs-bows, 
a  great  number  of  fwords  and  pikes,  four  falcons,  and 
ten  field-pieces. 

Thcfe  preparatives  for  invafion,  however  infufficlent 
they  may  feem  to  be,  had  not  even  been  furniflie4 
by  the  crown,  which  act  that  time  only  lent  its  name 
to  the  new  difcoveries  and  fettlements.  The  plans 
of  aggrandizement  were  formed  by  private  perfons, 
who  conduced  them  according  to  meafures  either 
well  or  ill  concerted,  and  who  carried  them  into  exe- 
cution at  their  own  expence.  The  thirft  of  gold,  and 
the  fpirit  of  chivalry  whicih  ftill  fubfifted,  were  the 
two  chief  motives  that  excited  the  ferment.  Thefe 
two  powerful  incentives  hurried  at  once  into  the  New 
World  men  of  the  higheft  and  of  the  lowed  clafs  in 
fociety  ;  robbers  intent  on  nothing  but  plunder ;  and 
men  of  exalted  minds,  who  imagined  they  were  pur- 
fuing  the  road  to  glory.  This  is  the  reafon  why  the 
veftiges  of  thefe  firft  conquerors  were  marked  by  fo 
many  crimes,  and  by  fo  many  extraordinary  adions  j 
why  their  cupidity  was  fo  atrocious,  and  their  bravery 
fo  aftonifliirg^. 

Cortez  feemed  to  be  animated  with  the  two  paffions 
of  riches  and  of  fame.  In  going  to  the  place  of  his  dcf- 
tination,  he  attacked  the  Indians  of  Tabafco,  beat  their 
troops  feveral  times,  compelled  them  to  fue  for  peace, 
received  homage  from  them,  and  obliged  them  to  give* 
him  provifions,  fome  pieces  of  cotton,  and  twenty  wo- 
men, who  were  glad  to  follow  him.  This  readinefs  of 
theirs  may  be  accounted  for  very  naturally. 
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In  America  the  men  were  in  general  addided  to^  %^  ^ 
that  fhameful  kind  of  debauchery  which  fliocks  na-  .  ^'  . 
ture,  and  perverts  animal  inftind.  This  depravity- 
has  been  attributed  by  fome  to  natural  weaknefs, 
which,  however,  Ihould  rather  feem  to  be  contrary 
than  incentive  to  it.  It  may  rather  be  afcribed  to 
the  heat  of  the  climate ;  the  contempt  the  men  have 
for  the  fofter  fex  j  the  little  pleafurc  that  can  be  ex- 
perienced in  the  arms  of  a  woman  harafled  with  la- 
bour ;  the  inconftancy  of  tafte ;  the  caprice  which 
excites  us  in  every  particular  to  enjoyments  that  are 
Jeaft  common ;  and  infpires  us  with  certain  inordinate 
propenfities  to  voluptuoufnefs,  more  eafy  to  be  con- 
#eived  than  explained  with  decency.  Befides,  thofe 
hunting  parties,  in  which  the  men  were  frequently 
abfent  from  the  women  for  whole  months,  contribut- 
ed alfo  to  familiarize  men  more  with  each  other.  This 
vice  is  therefore  in  thefe  countries  nothing  more  than 
the  confequence  of  an  univerfal  and  violent  paflion, 
which  even  in  civilized  nations  tramples  upon  ho* 
nour,  virtue,  decency,  probity,  the  ties  of  confanguini- 
ty,  and  patriotic  fentiment ;  befides,  that  there  are 
fome  adions  to  which  civilized  people  have  with  rea- 
fon  attached  moral  ideas,  that  never  have  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  favages. 

However  this  may  be,  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans 
iraif«d  new  ideas  in  the  American  women.  They 
threw  themfelves  without  reludance  into  the  arms 
of  thefe  libidinous  ilrangers,  who  had  inured  them- 
felves to  cruelty,  and  whofe  avaricious  hands  were 
imbrued  in  blood.  While  the  unfortunate  remains  of 
thefe  favage  nadons  were  endeavouring  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  the  fword  that  purfued  them  by  im- 
menfe  trads  of  deferts,  their  women,  who  had  been 
hitherto  too  much  negleded,  boldly  trampling  on  the 
carcafes  of  their  children  and  of  their  murdered  huf- 
bands,  went  to  £ee)c  their  deflroyers  even  In  their 
camp,  in  order  to  entice  them  to  Ihare  the  ardent 
transports  with  which  they  were  devoured.  This  fu- 
rious attachment  of  the  American  women  for  the 
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'  %L  ^  *^P^^^^^^^*  ^^^7  ^  reckoned  among  the  caufes  that 

^  contributed  to  the  conqueft  of  the  New  World.  Thefe 

women  ufually  ferved  them  as  guides^  frequently  pro* 

cured  thedi  fubfiftence,  and  fometunes  betrayed  con- 

fpiracies  to  them 

The  moft  celebrated  of  thefe  women  was  named 
Marina.  Though  Ihe  was  the  daughter  of  a  tolerably 
powerful  cacique,  Ihe  had  been  reduced,  by  fome 
Angular  events,  to  a  ftate  of  flavery  among  the  Mexi- 
cans from  her  earlieft  infancy.  She  had  been  brought, 
by  frefh  incidents,  to  Tabafco  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards.  Struck  with  her  figure  '^nd  her  charms, 
they  foon  diftinguilhed  her  from  the  reft.    Their  ge* 
neral  furrendered  his  heart  to  her,  and  at  the  fame 
time  excited  a  warm  paffion  in  her  brei^.    In  the 
midft  of  amorous  embraces  ihe   readily  learnt  the 
Spanifh  language.   Coitez,  on  his  part,  foon  difcover* 
^d  the  inteUigent  mind  and  refolute  charader  of  his 
miftrefs ;  and  not  only  made  her  his  interpreter,  but 
ftlfo  his  advifer.    All  hiftorians  agree  that  (he  aded  a 
confiderable  part  in  every  enterprife  againft  Mexico. 
Tiie^pt.       Montezuma  was  fovereign  of  the  empire  when  the 
J^^i^ric^  Spaniards  landed  there.     The  monarch  was  foon  in- 
*rwr  iM  formed  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers.    Throughout 
^S^m  this  vaft  extent  of  kingdom  couriers  were  placed  at 
•«*^*^  different  diftances,  who  fpeedily  acquainted  the  court 
l^!!Lli.    with  every  thing  that  happened  in  the  moft  diftant 
provinces.   Their  difpatches  were  compofed  of  pieces 
of  cotton,  upon  which  were  delineated  the  feveral 
circumftances  of  the  affairs  that  required  the  atten- 
tion of  government.    The  figures  were  intermixed 
^      with  hieroglyphic  charaders,  which  fupplied  what  the 
art  of  the  painter  had  not  been  able  to  exprefs. 

It  was  to  be  expeded,  that  a  prince  who  had  been 
raifed  to  the  throne  by  his  valour,  who  had  extended 
his  empire  by  conqueft,  who  was  in  pofleifion  of  nu- 
jneruus  and  difcipUned  armies,  would  either  fend  to 
attack,  or  would  have  marched  himfelf  to  difperfe,  a 
handful  of  adventurers,  who  dared  to  infeft  and  plun- 
^ier  hi$  dominions.    But  this  ftep  was  negleded ;  and 
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the  Spaniards,  who  had  always  an  irrefiftible  turn  toB^  o  ok 
the  marvellous^  endeavoured  to  explain,  by  having ,  ^^ 
recourfe  to  a  miracle,  a  condudt  fo  evidently  oppoiite 
to  the  charader  of  the  monarchy  and  incompatible 
with  his  fituation.  The  writers  of  this  fuperftitioua 
nation  have  not  fcrupied  to  declare  to  the  whole  uni^ 
verfe,  that  a  little  before  the  difcovery  of  the  New 
World,  it  had  been  feretold  to  the  Mexicans,  that  an 
invincible  people  from  the  £aft  would  foon  come  Zm 
mong  them,  who  would,  in  a  memorable  and  terrible 
manner,  avenge  the  gods  irritated  by  their  moil  hor« 
rid  crimes,  and  particularly  that  vice  which  is  moft 
repugnant  to  nature.  This  fatal  prediAion  alone, 
they  fay,  had  fafcinated  the  undtrftanding  of  Mon- 
tezuma.  By  this  impofture,  they  imagined  that  they 
ihould  gain  the  double  advantage  of  juftifying  their 
ufurpations,  and  making  Heaven  anfwerable  for  a 

!)art  of  their  cruelties.  This  abfurd  fable  has  for  a 
ong  time  obtained  credit  among  fome  perfons  in 
both  hemifpheres,  and  the  infatuation  is  not  fo  fur^ 
prifing  as  might  at  firfl  be  imagined.  The  reafont 
of  it  will  be  made  evident  by  a  few  refledions. 

Ancient  revolutions,  the  period  of  which  is  uncer- 
tain, have  fub verted  the  earth  ;  and  the  fcience  of 
aftronomy  demonftrates  the  poffibility  of  thefe  ca- 
taftrophes,  of  which  the  natural  and  moral  hiftory  of 
the  world  furnilhes  us  with  a  multitude  of  inconteft- 
ible  proofs.  A  great  number  of  comets  are  moving, 
in  all  direftions,  round  the  fun.  The  motions  of  their 
orbits,  far  from  being  invariable,  are  evidently  chan- 
ged by  the  aftion  of  the  planets.  Several  of  thefe 
bodies  have  pafled  near  the  earth,  and  may  poffibly 
have  ftruck  againft  it.  This  event  is  not  likely  to 
happen  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  or  even  of  one  cen- 
tury :  but  the  probability  of  it  increafes  fo  much 
from  the  number  of  the  earth's  revolutions,  that  it 
may  almoft  be  aflferted,  that  this  planet  has  not  aU 
ways  efcaped  the  fhock  of  the  different  comets  that 
Jiave  traverfed  its  orbit. 
Such  a  circumAance  m^.  hav^  occafioned  ine^d^ 
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BOOK  preffible  ravages  upon  the  furface  of  the  globe.  The 
^^  ,  rotatory  axis  being  altered,  the  feas  woidd  abandon 
their  former  pofition  to  precipitate  themfelves  towards 
the  new  equator ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  animals 
would  either  be  drowned  by  the  deluge,  or  deflroyed 
by  the  violent  fhock  given  to  the  earth  by  the  co- 
met ;  and  whole  fpecies  mud  have  been  annihilated  ; 
fiich  are  the  difafters  which  a  comet  muft  have  pro- 
duced. 

Independent  of  this  general  caufe  of  devaftatiori, 
'  earthquakes,  volcanoes,  and  a  variety  of  other  un« 
known  caufes,  which  ad  on  the  internal  parts  of  the 
globe,  as  well  as  on  its  furface,  muft  have  changed 
the  refpedive  poiition  of  its  parts,  and  confequently 
the  fituation  of  the  poles  upon  which  it  rotates.  The 
waters  of  the  fea,  difplaced  by  thefe  changes,  muft 
have  quitted  one  trad  of  land  to  occupy  another,  and 
muft  have  caufed  thofe  inundations  and  fucceifive  de- 
luges which  have  in  aU  parts  left  viiible  marks  of 
ruin  and  devaftation,  or  lafting  memorials  of  their 
fetal  effeds  in  the  annals  or  traditions  of  mankind. 

This  perpetual  ftruggle  of  one  element  with  ano- 
ther ;  of  the  earth  ingulfing  the  waters  in  her  inter- 
nal cavities ;  and  of  the  fea  encroaching  upon,  and 
fwallowing  up,  large  trads  of  land ;  this  eternal  con- 
left  fubfifting  between  two  elements  apparently  in- 
compatible, but  in  reality  infeparable  from  each  other, 
expofes  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe  to  evident  dan- 
gers, and  fills  them  with  apprehenfions  concerning 
their  fate.  The  lively  recoUedion  of  paft,  naturaUy 
ififpires  a  dread  of  future  changes.  Hence  the  uni- 
verfal  traditions  concerning  deluges  in  the  earlier 
ages,  and  the  expedation  of  the  future  conflagration 
of  the  world.  The  violent  agitations  which  have 
been  felt  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  earthquakes  oc- 
eafioned  by  inundations,  or  volcanoes  produced  by 
thofe  convulfions,  excite  and  keep  up  terror  in  the 
minds  of  men.  This  terror  has  been  difiufed,  and  re* 
ceived  the  fandion  of  every  fyftem  of  fuperftition ; 
and  it  is  obferved  to  operate  moft  ftrongly  in  cooa- 
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tries,  fuch  as  America,  where  the  veftiges  of  thefe  re-  b 
volutions  of  the  globe  are  moil  remarkable  and  moft  ^ 
recent. 

Man,  once  poflefled  with  fear,  confiders  a  fingle 
calamity  as  the  parent  of  a  thoufand  others.  Earth 
and  heaven  feem  equally  to  confpire  his  ruin  :  he 
imagines  that  he  views  death  both  above  and  beneath 
him  :  he  looks  upon  events,  which  accidentally  hap« 
pen  at  the  fame  jundure,  as  conneded  in  the  nature 
and  order  of  things ;  and,  as  every  tranfadion  on  this 
globe  muft  neceflarily  appear  under  the  afped  of 
iome  conilellation,  the  ftars  are  accufed  of  having  a 
fhare  in  every  calamity,  the  caufe  of  which  is  un«» 
known ;  and  the  human  mind,  which  has  ever  been 
bewildered  in  its  inquiries  concerning  the  origin  of 
evil,  has  been  led  to  fuppofe,  that  certain  fimilar  ii- 
tuations  of  the  planets,  however  common,  have  an 
immediate  and  necefTary  influence  on  all  revolutions 
happening  at  the  time,  or  foon  after  fucceeding. 

Political  events,  in  particular,  on  account  of  their 
greater  importance  to  mankind,  have  ever  been  con- 
fidered  as  more  immediately  depending  on  the  mo* 
rion  of  the  liars.  Hence  have  arifen  faUe  predidions, 
and  the  terrors  they  have  infpired  ;  terrors  which 
have  always  difturbed  the  earth,  and  of  which  igno« 
ranee  is  the  caufe,  at  the  fame  dme  that  it  regulates 
the  degree  of  them. 

Though  Montezuma,  as  well  as  many  other  per- 
fons,  might  poflibly  have  been  aSeded  with  this  dif- 
eafe  of  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  circumftance 
that  can  induce  us  to  impute  this  prevailing  weaknefs 
to  him.  His  political  condud,  however,  was  not  the 
wifer  on  this  account.  Since  this  prince  had  been 
upon  the  throne,  he  had  no  longer  difplayed  any  of 
thofe  talents  that  had  placed  him  .upon  it.  Sunk  in 
a  ftate  of  effeminacy  and  indolence,  he  defpifed  his 
fubjeds,  and  opprefled  his  tributaries.  His  mind  was 
fo  debafed  and  corrupted,  that  even  the  arrival  of  the 
Spaniards  could  not  roufc  him  into  adion>  He  wafted 
in  negotiations  the  time  he  fhould  have  employed  in 
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BOOK  combat,  and  wiflied  to  fend  away,  laden  with  prefentSf 
^  ,  enemies  he  ought  to  have  deftroyed.  Cortez,  to  wfaooi 
this  fupinenefs  was  very  convenient,  omitted  nothing 
that  might  contribute  to  encourage  it,  and  always 
treated  with  him  on  the  mod  friendly  terms.  He  de« 
clared,  that  he  was  fent  merely  with  orders  to  hold 
a  conference  with  the  powerful  emperor  of  Mexico, 
on  the  part  of  the  greateft  monarch  of  the  £afl. 
Whenever  he  was  prefled  to  reimbark,  he  always  re- 
prefcnted,  that  no  ambaflador  had  ever  been  difmifled 
without  being  admitted  to  an  audience.  At  length 
the  deputies,  finding  him  inflexible,  were  obliged, 
according  to  their  inftrudions,  to  have  recourse  to 
menaces,  and  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  the  opulence 
and  ftrength  of  their  country.  Cprtez  then,  turning 
to  his  foldiers,  told  them :  This  is  exadlly  what  we 
mnfhed  to  meet  wiibt  great  dangers  and  great  weahb. 
He  had  then  complete  all  his  preparatives,  and 
gained  every  information  that  was  neceflary.  Re- 
lolved  therefore  to  conquer  or  to  perifh,  he  fet  fire 
to  all  his  fhips,  and  direded  his  march  towards  the 
capital  of  the  empire. 

In  his  way  he  met  with  the  republic  of  Tlafcala, 
which  had  ever  been  at  enmity  with  the  Mexicans, 
who  wanted  to  make  if  fubjed  to  their  empire.  Cor- 
tez,  not  doubting  but  that  they  would  favour  his  pro* 
jeds,  demanded  permiflion  to  pafs  through  their  couii^ 
try,  and  propofed  an  ^ance.  A  people,  who  had 
prohibited  themfelves  from  hdding  almoil  any  kind 
of  intercourfe  with  their  neighbours,  and  whom  this 
unibciable  principle  had  accuftomed  to  a  general 
miftruft,  could  not  be  favourably  inclined  to  Aran- 
gers,  whofe  manner  was  imperious,  and  who  had  fig-* 
nailed  their  arrival  by  infults  offered  to  the  gods  of 
the  country.  Accordingly  they  rejeded,  without  he- 
fitation,  the  two  propofals  that  were  made  to  tfaem« 
llie  furprifing  accounts  given  of  the  Spaniards  afto* 
nilhed  the  inhabitants  of  Tlafcala,  but  did  not  diimay 
them.  They  fought  four  or  five  battles  ;  in  one  q£ 
which  the  Spanilh  troops  were  broken*    Cortex  waa 
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obfiged  to  intrench  himfelf ;  and  the  Indians,  who!  o  o  K 
wanted  nothing  but  arms  to  make  them  Tidtorious, ,    ^ 
niihed  to  death  upon  his  breafl-wcMrks. 

Another  circumilance,  which  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  defeat  of  the  Tlafcalans,  was  a  certain 
point  of  honour,  didated  by  the  feelings  of  commoD 
humanity,  adopted  by  the  Greeks  at  the  ficge  of  Troy, 
and  by  fome  people  among  the  Gauls,  and  eftabliflied 
among  feveral  nations.  This  was  the  dread  and  dif« 
grace  of  fuffering  the  dead  or  the  wounded  to  be  car* 
ried  off*  by  the  enemy.  An  attention  to  this  point 
occafioned  a  continual  confufion  in  their  ranks,  and 
abated  the  vigour  of  their  attacks. 

A  political  cooftitution,  which  could  not  be  expec- 
ted to  have  been  found  in  the  New  World,  had  been 
eftablifhed  in  this  region.  The  country  was  di* 
Tided  into  feveral  diftri£b,  over  which  princes  prefid«> 
cd  with  the  title  of  Cadques.  They  led  their  fub- 
jedstowar,  levied  taxes,  and  adminiftered  jnftice: 
but  it  was  neceflary  that  their  laws  and  edids  Ihould 
have  the  fandion  of  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala,  in  whicb 
the  fupreme  authority  refided.  This  body  was  com* 
pofed  of  citizens,  chofen  out  of  each  diftrid  by  an 
aflembly  of  the  people. 

The  morals  of  the  Tlafcalans  were  extremely  rigid* 
FaUehood,  filial  ingratitude,  and  fodomy,  were  po- 
nifhed  with  death.  Theft,  adultery,  and  drunken« 
oefs,  were  abhcnrred  ;  and  the  perfons  guilty  of  thefe 
crimes  were  banilhed.  Polygamy  was  tolerated  by 
law.  Their  climate  led  to  it,  and  the  government 
cnconraged  it. 

Military  merit  here,  as  in  aU  imcivilized  ftates,  or 
fuch  as  afpire  to  conqueft,  was  in  the  higheft  eftinnN 
tion.  fai  their  warlike  expeditions  they  <  carried  in 
their  quivers  two  arrows,  on  which  were  engraved  the 
figures  of  two  of  their  ancient  heroes.  They  begas 
the  engagement  by  difcharging  one  of  thofe  arrows, 
which  it  was  a  point  of  honour  to  recover.  In  their 
towns  they  wore  a  drefs,  which  they  laid  afide  whea 
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K  they  went  to  battle.  They  were  celebrated  for  fim* 
plicity  and  fincerity  in  their  public  treaties,  and  for 
the  veneration  they  paid  to  old  men. 

Their  country,  though  uneven,  of  no  great  extent, 
and  only  moderately  fertile,  was  ftill  very  populous, 
tolerably  well  cultivated,"  and  the  inhabitants  were 
happy. 

Such  were  the  people  whom  the  Spaniards  difdained 
to  acknowledge  to  be  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  them- 
felves.  One  of  the  qualities  of  the  Tlafcalans,  which 
excited  their  contempt  the  moft,  was  the  love  of  li- 
berty. They  fancied  that  thefe  people  had  no  form 
of  government,  becaufe  it  was  not  vcfted  in  a  fingle 
perfon ;  no  police,  becaufe  it  differed  from  that  of 
Madrid ;  no  virtues,  becaufe  they  'were  not  of  the 
fame  religious  perfuafion  ;  and  no  underftanding,  be- 
caufe they  did  not  adopt  the  fame  opinions. 

Perhaps,  no  people  have  ever  been  fo  firmly  at- 
tached to  their  national  prejudices,  as  the  Spaniards 
were  at  that  time,  and  as  they  ftill  continue  to  be. 
By  thefe  prejudices  all  their  fentiments  were  didated, 
their  judgments  influenced,  and  their  charadlers  form- 
ed. The  ftrong  and  ardent  genius  they  derived  from 
nature,  ferved  only  to  aflift  them  in  inventing  fo- 
phifms  to  confirm  them  in  their  errors.  Never  was 
the  perverfion  of  human  reafon  maintained  in  a  more 
dogmatical,  determined,  obftinate,  and  fubtile  man- 
ner :  nor  was  their  attachment  to  their  cuftoms  lefs 
ftrong  than  to  their  prejudices.  They  thought  no 
people  in  the  world  were  intelligent,  enlightened, 
and  virtuous,  except  themfelyes.  This  national  pride^ 
carried  to  an  excefs  of  infatuation  beyond  example, 
would  have  inclined  them  to  confider  Athens  in  the 
fame  contemptuous  light  as  they  did  Tlafcala .  They 
would  have  treated  the  Chinefe  as  brutes,  and  have 
every  where  left  marks  of  outrage,  oppreflion,  and 
dcveftation. 

This  haughty  and  imperious  turn  of  mind  did  not, 
ihowever,  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  making  an  aU 
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ilahfcc  with  the  Tlafc^ans,  who  fumifhcd  them  With  ^  9^f  ^ 
fix  thoufand  troops  to  conduft  their  march,  and  aflift «  ^\r 
them  in  their  enterprifc* 

With  this  reinforcement,  Cortez  adv^inced  towards  The  spa. 
Mexito,  through  a  fertile  country,  well  watered,  and  ^'haitng 
covered  with  woods,  cultivated  fields,  villages,  and  introduced 
gardens.    The  foil  produced  a  variety  of  plants  un-  tl^thJ^- 
known  in  Europe,     Birds  of  the  hrighteft  plumage,  p»»\  of  the 
and  animals  of  a  new  fpecies,  appeared  in  great  abun-  Ihu^d^^ 
dance.    Nature  differed  from  herfelf  only  in  afluming  ^f^^^^'Ji 
a  more  agreeable  and  richer  drefs*     The  temperature  cxtraordi- 
of  the  air,  and  the  continual,  though  tolerable  heat,  "^nrcvcnwi 
jpreferved  the  earth  in  a  conftant  verdure  and  fertili- 
ty.    On  the  fame  fpot  were  feen  trees  covered  with 
bloffoms,  ^nd  others  with  delicious  fruits  j  and  the 
corn  that  was  fown  in  one  field  was^  reaped  in  another. 

The  Spaniards  feemed  to  be  infenfible  to  the  beau- 
ties of  fo  new  a  fcene.  They  faw  that  gold  was  the 
common  ornament  of  the  houfes  and  temples  ;  that 
the  arms,  furniture,  and  perfoils,  of  the  Mexicans 
were  adorned  with  the  fame  metal*  This  alone  at- 
traded  their  notice,  like  Maninion,  whom  Milton  de* 
fcribes  as  forgetting  the  Divinity  in  Heaven  itfelf, 
and  having  bis  eyes  always  fixed  upon  its  golden 
porches. 

Montezuma's  wavering  difpofitibn,  and,  perhaps; 
the  fear  of  ftaining  his  former  glory,  prevented  hini 
from  marching  againft  the  Spanidras  at  their  arrival, 
land  from  joining  the  Tlafcalans,  who  had  behaved 
with  greater  courage  than  he  had  done  ;  and,  laftly, 
from  attacking  coliquiQrors  who  were  fatigued  with 
their  own  vidories*  He  had  contested  himfelf  with 
endeavouring  to  divert  Cortez  froni  his  defign  of  vifit- 
ing  his  capital,  an4  rrfolved  nt  laft  to  introduce  him 
into  it  himfelf.  Thirty  kings  or  princes  were  fubjedfc 
to  his  dominies,  many  of  whom  w^re  able  tp  bring 
a  numerous  army  into  the  field.  He  poflRjflcd  con- 
fiderable  riches,  and  his  power  was  abCblute.  It 
appears  that  hb  fiibjedi  were  intelligent  and  i»- 
roL  IL  B  b 
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Kduftrious.     They  were  alfo  a  warlike  people,  and  had 
high  notions  of  honour. 

Had  the  emperor  of  Mexico  known  how  to  avail 
himfelf  of  thefe  advantages,  the  fceptre  could  never 
have  been  wrefted  out  of  his  hands.  But  this  prince, 
forgetting  what  he  owed  to  himfelf  and  to  his  itation^ 
did  not  Ihow  the  leaft  fign  of  courage  or  ability. 
When  he  might  have  crufhed  the  Spaniards  with  his 
whole  force,  notwithftanding  their  fuperiority  in  dif- 
cipline  and  arms,  he  rather  chofe  to  have  recourfe  to 
perfidy. 

While  he  loaded  them  with  prefents,  careffes,  and 
every  token  of  refpeft  at  Mexico,  he  gave  orders  to 
attack  Vera  Cruz,  a  colony  the  Spaniards  had  efta- 
blifhed  upon  the  fpot  where  they  landed,  with  a  view 
of  fecuring  their  retreat,  and  of  being  fumilhed  with 
fupplies.  Cortez  acquainted  his  companions  with  the 
news,  and  faid  to  them,  "  It  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
"  to  furprife  thefe  barbarians  with  fomc  extraordinary 
"  exploit ;  I  am  refolved  to  feize  the  emperor,  and 
"  make  myfelf  maftcr  of  his  pcrfon."  This  defign 
being  approved,  he  inftantly  marched  with  his  offi- 
cers to  Montezuma's  palace,  and  told  him  he  muft 
either  follow  him,  or  die.  The  prince,  whofe  pufil- 
lanimity  could  only  be  equalled  by  the  rafhnefs  of  his 
enemies,  refigned  himfelf  into  their  hands.  He  was 
obliged  to  confent  to  the  punilhment  of  the  generals, 
who  had  a6):ed  only  in  obedience  to  his  orders ;  and 
completed  his  difgrace,  by  fubmitting  to  do  homage 
to  the  king  of  Spain. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fuccefles,  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived, that  Narvaez  had  juft  arrived  from  Cuba  with 
eight  hundred  infantry,  fourfcore  cavalry,  and  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  in  order  to  take  the  conmiand  of 
the  army,  and  to  punifh  the  refradory.  Thefe  forces 
had  been  fent  by  Velafquez,  who  was  diffatisfied  that 
a  few  adventurers,  fent  out  under  his  aufpices,  fhould 
have  negleded  all  intercourfe  with  him,  declared 
therafelves  independent  of  his  authority,   and  fent 
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deputies  into  Europe,  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  b  o  o  k 
thofe  powers  they  had  arrogated  to  themfelvies.     Al-  .   ^''     , 
though  Cortez  had  no  more  than  two  hundred  and       ' 
fifty  men,  he  marched  up  to  his  rival,  engaged,  and 
took  him  prifoner.     He  obliged  the  vanquilhed  to  lay  ' 

down  their  arms,  but  afterwards  reftored  them,  and 
propofed  that  they  fhould  follow  him.  He  gained 
their  affeftions  by  his  confidence  and  magnanimity ; 
and  thefe  foldiers  enhfted  under  his  flandard.  He 
inftantly  marphed  back  with  them  to  Mexico,  where 
he  had  not  been  able  to  leave  more  than  fifty  Spa- 
niards, who  with  the  Tlafcalans  clofely  guarded  the 
emperor. 

Commotions  wefe  excited  among  the  no.bility  of 
Mexico,  whofe  indignation  was  raifed  at  the  captivi- 
ty of  their  prince  ;,  and  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  the 
Spaniards  having  prompted  them  to  difturb  a  public 
feftival,  celebrated  in  honour  of  the  deities  of  the 
country,  by  deftroying  their  altars,  and  making  a 
maflacre  of  the  worlhippers  and  priefts,  the  people 
had  been  provoked  to  take  up  arms. 
>  The  Mexicans  had  a  number  of  barbarous  fuper- 
llitions ;  and  their  priefts  were  monfters,  who  made 
the  moil  fcandalous  abufe  of  that  abominable  worfhip, 
which  they  had  impofed  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
people.  They  acknowledged,  like  all  other  civilized 
nations,  a  Supreme  Being,  and  a  future  ftate  of  re- 
wards and  punifhments :  but  thefe  fublime  doctrines 
were  difgraced  by  a  mixture  of  abfurdities,  which 
deftroyed  their  credibility. 

'  The  religious  fyftem  of  the  Mexicans  taught  them 
to  expeft  the  final  cataftrophe  of  the  world  at  the 
conclufion  of  every  century  ;  and  that  year  was  di- 
ftinguifhed  throughout  the  whole  empire  by  every 
mark  of  grief  and  confternation. 

The  Mexicans  invoked  inferior  powers  in  the  fame 
manner  as  other  nations  have  invoked  Genii,  Camis, 
Manitous,  Angels,  and  Fetiches.  The  loweft  of  this 
clafs  of  deities  had  all  their  temples,  images,  fundipns, 
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BOOK  and  diftind  authority  affigned  them,  with  the  power 

2^^ ^  of  working  miracks. 

'  The  Mexicans  had  alfo  their  holy  water  tofprinkte 
the  people ;  and  the  emperw:  drank  of  it.  Pilgri- 
mages, procelfions,  and  donations  to  the  priefts,  were 
efteemed  ads  of  piety  :  and  they  were  no  ftrangers 
to  expiations,  penances,  mortifications,  and  abfli- 
nence.  They  had  fome  fuperllitious  obfervances  pe- 
culiar to  tbemfelves.  A  Have  was  annually  chofen, 
«nd  fhut  up  in  the  temple  ;  to  him  tboy  paid  adora^ 
tion,  offered  incenfe,  invoked  hhn  as  a  deity,  and 
concluded  the  fccne  by  putting  him  to  death  with 
great  folcmnity. 

Another  piece  of  fuperfUtion,  of  winch  no  trace* 
are  to  be  fpund  in  any  other  country,  was  this :  on 
certain  days  the  prieft  made  a  flatue  of  pafte,  which 
they  fent  to  the  oven  to  be  baked  ;  they  then  pla- 
ced it  upon  an  altar,  where  it  became  a  divinitj^^ 
tJpon  this  day  innumerable  crowds  of  people  flocked 
to  the  temple.  The  priefls  cut  the  ftatue  in  pieces; 
and  diflribnted  a  portion  of  it  to  all  the  perfons  in 
the  aflembly,  who  ate  it,  and  thought  they  were 
fendified  by  fwallowing  their  god. 

It  was  certainly  more  eligible  to  eat  gods  than  men  t 
^nd  yet  the  Mexicans  facrificed  their  prifoners  of  war 
in  the  temple  of  the  god  of  battles.  '  The  priefts,  it 
is  faid,  afterwards  ate  them,  and  fent  portions  to  the 
emperor,  and  the  principal  lords  of  the  realm.  When 
peace  had  lafled  fbme  time,  the  priefts  took  care  ta 
have  it  infinuated  to  the  emperor,  that  the  gods  were 
hungry  ;  and  war  was  commenced  with  no  other  view 
than  to  make  prifoners. 

Such  a  fyftem  of  religion  was,  in  every  view,  odiour 
and  terrible ;  and  all  its  ceremonies  were  of  a  diimal 
and  fanguinary  caft.  It  kept  mankind  perpetually  ia 
awe,  was  calculated  to  make  a  people  cruel,  and  to 
give  the  priefts  an  unlimited  authority. 

Thefe  barbarous  abfurdities,  though  they  might 
}aftly  excite  the  deteftation  9S  the  Spaniarc^  coubi 
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aot  juftify  their  attempts  to  fupprefs  them  by  the  book 
grcateft  cruelties.     They  could  not  juftify  them  in .    ^' 
,  attacking  and  murdering  a  people  aflembled  in  the       ' 
principal  temple  of  the  capital ;  or  in  aflaffinating 
the  nobles  in  order  to  feize  upon  their  pofleffions. 

On  his  return  to  Mexico,  Cortez  found  the  Spa- 
niards befieged  on  the  fpot  where  he  had  left  them. 
It  was  a  fpace  of -fufficient  extent  to  contain  the  Spa- 
niards and  their  alUes,  and  furrounded  with  a  thick 
wall,  upon  which  were  placed  towers  at  different  di- 
ilances.  The  artillery  had  been  difpofed  in  the  beft 
manner  poflible  ;  and  the  fervice  had  been  always 
executed  with  as  much  regularity  and  vigilance  as  in 
a  befieged  place,  or  in  the  moft  expofed  camp.  The 
general  was  not  able  to  make  his  way  into  this  kind 
of  fortrefs,  till  after  he  had  encountered  many  diffi- 
culties ;  and  when  he  had  at  length  got  into  it,  the 
dangers  ftill  continued.  Such  was  the  obftinate  fury 
of  the  natives  of  the  country,  that  they  expofed 
themfelves  to  the  riik  of  penetrating  through  the 
embrafures  of  the  cannon,  into  the  afylum  which 
they  wiihed  to  force. 

In  order  to  relieve  themfelves  from  fo  defperate  a 
Situation,  the  Spaniards  had  recourfe  to  {allies ;  which 
were  fuccefsful,  without  being  decifive.  The  Mexi- 
cans gave  proofs  of  extraordinary  courage.  They 
cheerfully  devoted  themfelves  to  certain  death.  Na-  ^ 
ked  and  ill-armed,  they  were  feen  to  throw  themfelves 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Spaniards,  with  a  view  of  ma- 
king their  arms  ufelefs,  or  wrefting  them  out  of  theit 
bands.  They  were  all  ready  to  perifh,  in  order  to 
xefcue  their  country  from  the  yoke  of  thefe  fbreigu 
ufurpers. 

The  moft  bloody  engagement  was  fought  upon  an 
eminence  which  the  Americans  had  feixed,  and  fron> 
whence  they  overwhelmed  all  that  prefented  them- 
felves with  fliowers  of  arrows,  more  or  lefs  deftrudivcr. 
The  party  charged  with  diflodging  them,  was  three 
times  repulfed.  Cortez  was  irritated  by  this  refift- 
ance^  and  though  much  wounded,  refolved  to  tak^ 
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B  o  o  K  the  attack  upon  himfelf.  Scarce  had  he  got  poflef* 
.  y*  .  lion  of  this  important  poft,  than  two  young  Mexi- 
cans threw  down  their  arms,  and  came  over  to  him 
as  deferters.  Placing  one  knee  on  the  ground  in  a 
fuppUant  pofture,  they  f^rang  upon  him  with  extreme 
quicknefs,  and  feized  him,  in  hopes  of  making  him 
perifh  by  dragging  him  away  along  with  theip.  Cor- 
tex, either  by  his  ftrength  or  dexterity,  difengaged 
himfelf  from  them ;  and  the  two  Mexicans ,  died  thq 
vidims  of  this  noble  but  fruitlefs  enterprife. 

This,  and  many  other  exploits,  which  fhowed  equal 
courage,  made  the  Spaniards  defirous  of  coming  to 
terms  of  accommodation.  At  length  Montezuma, 
ftiU  a  prifoner,  confented  to  become  the  inftrument 
of  his  people's  flavery  ;  and,  in  all  the  pomp  of  the 
throne,  he  made  his  appearance  upon  the  wall,  to 
pcrfuadc  his  fubjeds  to  difcontinue  hoftilities.  Their 
refentment  convinced  him  that  his  reign  was  at  an 
end,  and  he  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  Ihower  of 
arrows  they  difcharged  at  him. 

This  tragical  event  was  followed  by  a  new  arrange- 
ment  of  things.  The  Mexicans  at  length  perceiv- 
ed, that  their  plan  of  defence  and  their  plan  of  at- 
tack were  equally  defeftive  ;  and  refolved  to  do  nor 
thing  more  than  intercept  the  provifions,  and  reduce 
by  ffimine  an  enemy,  whom  the  fuperiority  of  their 
difcipline  and  of  their  arms  rendered  invincible^ 
Cortez  no  fooner  perceived  this  change  of  meafures, 
than  he  thought  of  fecuring  a  retreat  among  the  Tlaf- 
calans. 

The  execution  of  this  projecft  required  great  dif- 
patch,  impenetrable  fecrecy,  and  well-concerted  mea- 
fures. The  march  was  begun  in  the  middle  of  the 
night :  the  army  was  filendy  fihng  off  along  a  bank, 
when  the  rear-guard  was  attacked  by  a  numerous 
body,  and  the  flanks  by  canoes  diftributed  on  each 
fide  of  the  caufeway.  If  the  Mexicans,  who  had 
a  greater  number  of  troops  than  they  could  bring  in- 
to adion,  had  taken  the  precaution  to  place  fome  at 
the  extremity  of  the  bridges  which  they  had  prudent- 
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ly  broken,  all  the  Spaniards,  and  their  allies,  would  book 
have  perifhed  in  this  bloody  engagement.  Fortimate- ,  ^^'  , 
ly  for  them,  the  enemy  knew  not  how  to  avail  himfelf 
oi  all  his  advantages  ;  and  they  at  length  reached  th^ 
borders  of  the  lake,  after  having  imdergone  a  variety 
of  incredible  dangers  and  fatigues.  The  confufion 
they  were  in  ftill  expofed  them  to  a  total  defeat,  when 
they  were  relieved  from  this  danger  by  a  frefti  error 
of  the  enemy. 

No  fooner  had  the  morning  dawn  difcovered  to  the 
Mexicans  the  field  of  battle,  of  which  they  were 
mailers,  than  they  perceived  among  the  flain,  a  fon 
and  two  daughters  of  Montezuma,  whom  the  Spa- 
niards were  carrying  off  with  fome  other  prifoners.  This 
fight  chilled  them  with  horror.  The  idea  of  having 
maffacred  the  children,  after  having  facrificed  the 
father,  was  too  violent  for  men,  enfeebled  ani  ener- 
yated  by  a  habit  of  blind  obedience,  to  be  able  to 
bear.     They  were  afraid  of  adding  impiety  to  regi-  i 

cide ;  and   employed  in  idle  funeral  rites  the   time 
they  owed  to  the  prefervation  of  their  country. 

During  this  interval,  the  beaten  army,  which  had 
Ipil  its  artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage,  with  five 
or  fix  hundred  Spaniards,  and  two  thoufand  Tlafca* 
lans,  and  which  had  fcarce  a  foldier  remaining  that 
was  not  wounded,  was  refuming  its  march.  The 
enemy  foon  purfued,  haraffed,  and  at  length  fur- 
rounded  it  in  the  valley  of  Otumba.  The  cannonade, 
and  the  firing  of  the  (mall  arms,  the  pikes  and 
fwords,  did  not  prevent  the  Indians,  all  naked  as 
they  were,  from  advancing  and  charging  their  ene- 
mies with  great  fury.  Courage  was  ji5l  upon  the 
point  of  yielding  to  numbers,  when  Cortez  himfelf 
determined  the  fortune  of  the  day.  He  had  been 
informed,  that  in  this  part  of  the  New  World  the 
fate  of  the  battle  depended  upon  the  royal  ftandard. 
Thefe  colours,  the  form  of  which  was  remarkable, 
and  which  were  never  brought  into  the  field  but  on 
the  mod  important  occafions,  were  at  no  great  di- 
ft^Rce  from  him^     He  immediately  rufhed  forward, 
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K  ^th  the  br^ycft  <£  his  companions,  to  take  therm 
from  the  enemy.    One  of  them  feited  and  carried 
them  into  the  Spanilh  mnta.    The  Mexicans  imme- 
diately loft  all  tourage;  and  throN^ing  down  their 
arms,  betook  themfelves  to  flight*     Cortez  putfued 
b&  march,  and  arrired  in  the  country  of  Tlafcala 
^itl)out  oppdition. 
The  spm-       Gort^z  did  not  relinquifh  either  the  defign  or  the 
p^ro^  hopes  of  fubduing  the  empire  oif  Mexico ;  but   he 
meant  for   aidoptcd  a  ttcw  platt,  and  propofed  to  make  one  part 
M^^^    of  the  inhabitants  afRft  him  in  th6  redudion  of  the 
?**  *SiiL  ^^^'     '^^  ^^^"^^  ^  ^^^  Mexican  government,  th^ 
r^'rr-.  difpofition  of  the  people,  and   the  fituation  of  the 
city,  favoured  his  pwjeft  and  facilitated  the  execu- 
tion of  It. 

The  Cttipi^e  was  etediv«,  and  certain  princes  or  ca-^ 
ciques  were  the  eiefSors,  They  usually  chofe  one  of 
their  own  body.  He  was  obliged  to  take  an  oath, 
that,  fo  long  as  be  filled  the  throne,  tht?  rains  (hould 
fkll  in  due  feafon,  th6  rivers  canfe  no  inundations, 
the  fields  be  exempt  from  fterility,  and  that  mankind 
should  not  be  deftrpyed  by  the  malignant  eflfe^s  of  a 
contagious  air.  Itiis  cuftom  may  have  had  fiime  re- 
ference to  a  theocratical  government,  the  traces  of 
which  are  ftill  to  be  found  almoft  among  all  nations 
in  the  world.  It  might  likewife  probably  be  the  in- 
:ention  of  this  whimfical  oath,  to  intimate  to  the  new 
;bvereign,  that,  as  the  misfortunes  of  a  ftate  almoft 
always  arife  from  wrong  meafures  of  adminiftration, 
Jiis  government  ought  to  be  conduced  with  fuch  mo- 
deration and  wif^om,  that  public  calamities  might 
never  be  Confidered  as  the  confequenx^es  of  his  im^ 
prudence,  or  as  the  jnft  punilhment  of  his  licentiouf- 
nefs.  According  to  the  admirable  tenor  of  their  laws, 
merit  was  the  only  title  to  the  crown  :  but  fuperfti- 
tion  had  given  the  priefts  a  confiderable  influence  in 
thtiT  eleAions.  pn  his  accefflon  to  the  throne,  the 
emperor  was  obliged  to  make  war,  and  to  ofier  the 
prifoners  to  the  gods.  This  prince,  though  eledive, 
had  an  abfblute  authority,  as  there  were  no  wnttea 
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Uv9t;  find  be  was  at  liberty  to  make  what  alterations  book 
he  chofe  in  the  old  cuftoms,  Almoft  all  the  forms  of.  ^''  ^ 
jaftice,  and  ceremonies  of  the  courts  had  the  fanc- 
tion  of  religion.  The  fame  crimes  that  are  puniihed 
in  all  other  places  were  puniihable  by  the  laws ;  but 
the  criminals  were  often  faved  by  the  interpofidon  of 
the  priefts.  There  were  two  laws  which  had  a  tea« 
dency  to  deftroy  the  innocent,  and  to  malce  the  Mexi« 
cans  bend  under  the  double  yoke  of  tyranny  and  fu- 
perftition.  By  thefe  laws,  perfons  offending  againft 
the  fandity  of  religbn,  or  the  majefly  of  the  prince, 
were  condemned  to  death.  It  is  eafy  to  difcern  how 
much  laws  of  fo  little  precifion  might  afford  opportu- 
nities of  gratifying  private  revenge,  or  of  promoting 
the  intereffed  views  of  prielte  and  courtiers. 

The  fteps  by  which  private  men  obtained  the 
rank  of  nobility,  and  the  nobility  rofe  to  pofts  of  ho« 
nour,  Were  bravery,  piety,  and  perfeveraftce.  In  the 
temples  a  more  painful  noviciate  was  prefcribed  than 
in  the  army ;  and  they  nobles,  who  had  undergone 
fuch  hardihips  to  obtain  their  diftin<^ions,  fubmitted 
to  the  meaneft  employments  in  the  palace  of  the  cm* 
perors. 

Among  the  great  numbers  of  vafliils  in  Mexicoi, 
Cortex  concluded  there  might  be  fome  who  would  be 

/  ready  to  fliake  off"  the  yoke  and  join  the  Spaniards. 
He  had  remarked  that  the  Mexicans  were  holden  iQ 
great  deteftation  by  the  petty  ftates  that  were  fubjeft 
to  the  empire,  and  that  the  emperors  exercifed  their 
authority  with  extreme  feverity.  He  had  likewife 
pbferred,  that  the  provinces  in  general  difliked  the 
religion  of  the  metropolis,  and  that  even  in  Mexico 
the  nobility  and  perfons  of  fortune,  whofe  intercourfe 
with  fociety  had  abated  the  force  of  their  prejudices, 
and  foftened  their  popular  manners,  had  loft  their  at* 

I  tachment  to  this  mode  of  religion ;  and  that  many 
pf  the  nobility  were  difguftcd  at  the  low  fervices  cx- 
f€led  of  them  by  their  mafters. 
After  Cortez  h^  been  filently  deliberating  upon 
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B  o  o  K  his  great  projeds,  and  bringing  them  to  maturity^ 
^  during  fix  months,  he  marched  out  of  his  retreat,  at- 
tended by  five  hundred  and  ninety  Spaniards,  tea 
thoufand  Tlafcalans,  and  fome  other  Indiaas,  bring- 
ing along  with  them  forty  horfcs,  and  eight  or  nine 
field- pieces.  His  march  towards  the  centre  of  the 
Mexican  dominions  was  eafy  and  rapid.  The  petty 
nations,  which  might  have  retarded  or  embarrafled 
it,  were  all  eafily  fubdued,  or  voluntarily  furrender- 
ed  themfelves  to  him.  Many  of  the  diftridls  An.  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital  of  the  empire  were  al- 
fo  forced  to  yield  to  him,  or  fubmitted  of  themfelves. 
Succefles  calculated  to  aftonifh  even  the  mofl  pre- 
fumptuous,  ought  naturally  to  have  attached  every 
individual  to  the  intrepid  and  prefcient  commander, 
whofe  work  they  were  ;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe. 
Among  his  Spanifh  troops,  there  were  rather  a  con- 
fiderable  number,  who  had  kept  up  too  lively  a  re- 
coUeftion  of  the  dangers  which  they  had  efcaped  with, 
fo  much  difficulty ;  and  who  were  become  traitors, 
from  the  dread  of  thofe  they  had  ftill  to  encounter. 
They  agreed  among  themfelves  to  aflaflinate  their 
general,  and  to  give  the  command  to  a  perfon  who 
would  abandon  projects  which  appeared  to  them  ex-' 
travagant ;  and  would  take  prudent  meafures  for 
their  prefervation.  The  treafon  was  juft  upon  the 
point  of  being  carried  into  execution,  when  remorfe 
induced  one  of  the  confpirators  to  throw  himfelf  at 
the  feet  of  Cortez.  Immediately  this  bold  man,  the 
refources  of  whofe  genius  were  more  and  more  un- 
folded by  unexpeded  events,  caufed  Villafagna,  the 
principal  agent  in  this  dark  plot,  to  be  arrefted,  tried, 
and  fentenced,  but  not  till  he  had  extorted  from 
)iim  an  accurate  lift  of  his  accomplices.  The  bufinefs 
was  to  diffipate  the  anxiety  which  fuch  a  difcovery 
might  occafion.  This  was  efieded,  by  giving  out 
that  the  villain  had  torn  a  paper,  which  contained, 
no  doubt,  either  the  plan  of  the  confpiracy,  or  the 
names  of  th?  confpirators ;  and  that  he  h^d  carqed 
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his  fecret  with  him  to  the  grave,  notwithftanding  the  b  o  o  k 
feverity  of  the  torments  employed  to  extort  it  from     ^^ 
him.  " 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  general,  in  order  not  to 
give  his  troops  time  to  refledl  too  much  upon  what 
had  happened,  haftened  to  the  attack  of  Mexico,  the 
grand  objedl  of  his  ambition,  and  the  ultimate  end 
of  the  hopes  of  the  army  :  the  projeft  was  attended 
with  great  difficulty. 

Mountains,  which  for  the  mod  part  were  a  thou* 
fand  feet  high,  furrounded  a  plain  of  about  forty 
leagues.  The  greater  part  of  this  immenfe  fpace  was 
occupied  by  lakes  which  communicated  with  each 
other.  At  the  northern  extremity  of  the  greateft  of 
thefe,  in  the  midft  of  a  few  fmall  iflands,  had  been 
built  the  moft  confiderable  city  that  exifted  in  the 
New  World,  before  the  Europeans  had  difcovered  it. 
Three  caufeways,  of  different  lengths,  but  all  of  them 
broad,  and  conftruded  with  folidity,  led  up  to  it. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  fhores,  too  diftant  from  thefe 
great  roads,  came  up  to  them  in  their  canoes. 

Cortez  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  navigation,  by 
means  of  fome  fmall  veffels,  the  materials  of  which 
had  been  prepared  at  Tlafcala ;  and  he  ordered  the 
dykes  to  be  attacked  by  Sandoval,  by  Alvarado,  and 
by  Olid,  to  each  of  whom  he  diftributed  an  equal 
number  of  guns,  of  Spanifh  troops,  and  of  Indian 
^uxiUaries. 

Every  thing  had  been  difpofed  for  a  long  time  to 
make  an  bbftinate  refiftance.  The  means  of  defence 
had  been  prepared  by  Quetlavaca,  who  had  fucceed- 
ed  his  brother  Montezuma  ;  but  who  had  perifhed  of 
the  fmalUpox,  brought  into  thefe  regions  by  a  flave 
belonging  to  Narvaez;  and  when  thd  fiege  began, 
the  reins  of  the  empire  were  guided  by  Guatimozin. 

The  aftions  of  this  young  prince  were  all  heroic, 
and  all  prudent.     The  fire  of  his  look,  the  elevation  - 
of  his  difcourfe,  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  courage, 
fnade  every  impreffion  he  wiihed  upon  his  people* 
He  difputed  the  ground  foot  by  foot,  and  never  aban* 
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BOOK  doned  a  fingle  inch  of  it,  tUi  it  was  ftrewed  with  the 
■  y^'  >  carcafes  of  his  foldiers,  and  ftained  with  the  blood  of 
his  enemies.  Fifty  thoufand  men,  who  had  haftened 
from  all  parts  of  the  empire  to  defend  their  matter 
and  their  gods,  had  perifbed  by  the  fword  or  by  fire; 
famine  occafioned  daily  inexpreflible  ravages  ;  to 
thefe  numerous  calamities  contagious  difeafes  had 
been  added,  and  yet,  all  thefe  circumftances  had  not 
been  capable  of  fhaking  the  firmnefs  of  his  foul,  even 
for  one  fingle  inftant.  The  befiegers,  after  a  num- 
ber of  deftrudive  battles  and  heavy  loffes,  had  at 
*  length  reached  the  centre  of  the  place,  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  yet  think  of  giving  up.  He  was  at 
laft  prevailed  upon  to  quit  thefe  ruins,  which  could 
no  longer  be  defended,  in  order  to  repair  to  the  pro* 
vinces,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  there.  In  the  view  of 
facilitating  this  retreat,  fome  overtures  of  peace  were 
made  to  Cortez :  but  this  noble  artifice  had  not  the 
fuccefs  that  it  deferved ;  and  the  canoe,  in  which 
this  generous  and  unfortunate  monarch  had  embark- 
ed was  taken  by  a  brigantine.  An  officer  of  the 
Spanifti  revenue,  fufpeding  that  he  had  treafures 
concealed,  ordered  him  to  be  extended  upon  red-hot 
coals  to  extort  a  confeflion.  His  favourite,  who  un- 
derwent the  fame  torture,  complaining  to  him  of  his 
fuflferings,  the  emperor  faid,  Am  I  upon  a  bed  ofrofes? 
An  exprelfion  equal  to  any  of  thofe  which  hiftory  has 
recorded  as  worthy  the  admiration  of  mankind  ;  an 
cxpreffion  which  the  Mexicans  would  repeat  to  their, 
children,  if  ever  the  period  fhould  arrive,  in  which 
the  Spaniards  Ihall  expiate  the  cruelties  they  have 
cxercifed,  and  that  race  of  deftroyers  Ihall  be  plun- 
ged into  the  fea,  or  drowned  in  their  own  blood. 
Thefe  people  might,  perhaps,  have  preferved  the  ac- 
tions of  their  martyrs,  and  the  hiftory  of  their  perfe- 
icutions.  In  thefe  it  will  be  recorded,  that  Guatimo- 
dn  was  dragged  half  dead  from  the  flames,  and  that 
three  years  after  he  was  publicly  hanged,  under  pre- 
tence of  his  having  confpired  againft  bis  tyrants  an4 
executioners.  '  .        , 
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After  ten  weeks  of  a  bri£k  and  regular  attack^  with  book 
the  affiftance  of  fixty  or  a  hundred  thoufand  Indian .    ^^    . 
allies,  and  hy  the  fuperiority  of  their  difcipline,  their  idea  we  are 
arms,  and  their  ihipping,  the  Spaniards  at  l^^gthj^^^ 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  Mexico  ;  and  if  we  may  for^c^fmb- 
credit  the  accounts  they  give,  it  was  a  magnificent  ^^^ 
^city.     There  were  thirty  thoufand  houfes,  an  im-» 
menfe  number  of  inhabitants,  and  fome  fuperb  edifi< 
ces  within  its  walls.     The  fovereign*s  palace,  built 
of  marble  and  jafper,  was  of  prodigious  extent.    It 
was  ornamented  with  baths,  ftatues,  and  fountains ; 
and  was  full  of  pidures,  which,  though  made  only 
of  feathers,  were  finely  coloured,  brilhant  and  natu- 
ral.    Moil  of  the  great,  as  well  as  the  emperor,  had 
menageries  filled  with  all  the  animals  of  the  New 
Continent.     Theif  gardens  were  fpread  with  plants 
of  every  fpecies.     Every  produflion  of  the  foil  and 
climate  that  was  fcarce  and  brilliant,  was  an  obje£t 
of  luxury  to  an  opulent  nation,  where  nature  was 
beautiftil  and  the  arts  imperfed.     The  temples  were 
numerous,   and  in  general  magnificent)   but  they 
were  ilained  with  blood,  and  Imed  with  the  heads 
of  the  unhappy  vidims  that  had  been  facrificed  in 
them. 

One  of  the  greateil  beauties  of  this  dazzling  city, 
was  a  fquare,  which  was  ufually  fiilled  with  a  him* 
dred  thoufand  perfons,  overfpread  with  tents  and 
fhops,  where  the  merchants  difplayed  aU  the  riches 
of  the  country,  and  all  the  works  of  induilry  wrought 
by  the  Mexicans.  Birds  of  all  colours,  brilhant  fhells, 
a  profufion  of  flowers,  and  various  pieces  of  workman-i 
ihip  in  gold  and  enamel,  gave  thefe  markets  a  more 
beautiful  an^  fplendid  appearance  to  the  eye  than 
it  is  poffible  to  meet  with  in  the  richeil  fairs  of  Eu- 
rope. 

One  hundred  thoufand  canoes  were  conilantly  paf- 
fing  and  repaifing  between  the  city  and  the  borders 
of  the  lakes  ;  which  were  ornamented  with  fifty 
cities,  and  with  a  multitude  of  towns  and  villages. 

The  rcil  of  the  empire,  as  far  as  the  refpedive 
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-BOO  Kfituations  would  allow,  prefented  the  fame  fpediacle  t 
.  ^^'^  but  with  the  difference  that  is  always  obferved  be- 
tween the  capital  and  the  provinces.  This  nation, 
the  antiquity  of  which  was  not  very  remote,  which  had 
no  communication  with  enlightened  people,  which 
knew  not  the  ufe  of  iron,  and  had  not  the  advantage 
of  writing,  which  was  ignorant  of  thofe  arts  by  which 
we  have  the  advantage  of  being  acquainted  with 
others,  and  of  pradifing  them,  and  which  was  fituat^ 
ed  in  a  climate  where  the  faculties  of  man  are  not 
called  forth  by  want ;  this  nation,  we  are  told,,  had 
rifen  to  this  degree  of  eminence  by  its  genius  alone. 

This  is  a  pompous  defcription,  given  in  an  inftant 
of  vanity  by  a  conqueror  naturally  addided  to  ex* 
aggeration,  or  deceived  by  the  great  fuperiority  which 
a  well-regulated  ftate  had  over  the  favage  regions 
that  had  yet  been  laid  wafte  in  the  New  Hemifphere  ; 
and  the  falfity  of  it  may  eafily  be  made  evident  to 
every  man's  capacity.  It  is  not,  however,  merely  by 
contrafting  the  prefent  ftate  of  Mexico  with  that  in 
which  its  conquerors, pretend  to  have  found  it,  that 
this  can  be  effeded.  The  deplorable  effeds  of  a  de- 
ftrudive  tyranny,  and  of  a  long  feries  of  oppreffion, 
are  fuiBciently  known*  But  let  us  call  to  mind  the 
ravages  which  the  barbarians,  iffuing  from  the  North, 
formerly  committed  among  the  Gauls  and  in  Italy. 
When  this  torrent  had  paffed  away,  did  there  not  re- 
main upon  the  earth  great  monuments  which  attefted, 
and  do  ftill  atteft,  the  power  of  the  people  that  had 
been  fubdued  ?  And  does  the  region  we  are  now 
confidering,  prefent  us  with  fuch  magriificent  ruins  ? 
We  muft  therefore  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  pub- 
lic and  private  edifices,  fo  pompoufly  defcribed,  were 
nothing  more  than  irregular  maffes  of  ftone  heaped 
upon  one  another ;  that  the  celebrated  Mexico  was 
nothing  more  than  a  little  town,  compofed  of  a  mul- 
titude  of  ruftic  huts,  irregularly  difperfed  over  a  large 
fpace  of  ground  ;  and  that  the  other  places,  the  gran- 
deur and  beauty  of  which  it  has  been  cuftomary  to 
extol,  were  ftill  inferior  to  this  firft  of  the  cities. 
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The  labours  of  men  have  always  been  proportioned  JB  o^o 
to  their  ftrength,  and  to  the  inftruments  they  have 
made  ufe  of.  Without  the  fcience  of  mechanics,  and 
the  invention  of  its  machines,  there  can  be  no  great 
monuments  exifting.  Without  a  quadrant  or  a  tele- 
fcope,  there  can  be  no  great  progrefs  made  in  ailro- 
nomy,  no  precifion  in  obfervations.  Without  iron, 
there  can  be  no  hammers,  no  pincers,  no  anvils,  no 
forges,  no  faws,  no  ax^es,  no  hatchets,  no  work  in  me- 
tal that'Can  deferve  to  be  looked  at ;  no  mafonry,  no 
carpenter's  or  joiner's  work,  no  architedlure,  no  en- 
graving, no  fculpture.  With  all  thefe  helps,  what 
time  does  it  not  take  our  workmen  to  feparate  from 
the  quarry,  raife  and  carry  away  a  block  of  ftone  ?. 
What  time  to  cut  into  a  fquare  ?  And  how  could  this 
be  effeded  without  the  refources  we  have  ?  The  fa- 
vage  would  have  been  a  man  of  great  underftanding, 
who,  upon  feeing  for  the  firft  time,  one  of  our  large 
buildings,  would  have  admired  it,  not  as  the  work  of 
our  ftrength  and  induftry,  but  as  an  extraordinary 
phenomenon  of  nature,  which  of  herfelf  ihould  have 
raifed  thofe  columns,  bored  thofe  windows,  fixed  thofe 
entablatures,  and  prepared  fo  wonderful  a  retreat.  It 
would  have  been  to  him  the  moft  beautiful  cavern 
that  the  mountains  would  have  ever  prefented  to  his 
view. 

Let  us  ftrip  Mexico  of  all  that  has  been  beftowed 
upon  it  by  fabulous  accounts,  and  we  fhall  find  that 
this  country,  though  far  fuperior  to  the  favage  re- 
gions which  the  Spaniards  had  yet  difcovered  in  the 
New  World,  was  ftill  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  old  continent. 

The  empire  was  fubjed  to*  a  defpotifm  as  cruel  as 
it  was  ill-concerted.  Fear,  the  great  fpring  of  arbi- 
trary governments,  was  fubftituted  to  morality  and 
principles.  The  chief  of  the  ftate  was  gradually  be- 
come a  kind  of  divinity,  which  the  moft  prefumptuous 
did  not  dare  to  look  up  to  ;  and  of  whofe  aftions  the 
moft  imprudent  would  not  have  ventured  to  fi^rm  a 
judgment.     We  may  readily  conceive  in  what  man- 
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BOOK  ner  citizens  purchafc  every  day,  by  the  facrtfice  of 
,  ^-  their  liberty,  the  pleafures  and  conveniences  of  life 
^  to  which  they  have  been  accuftomed  from  their  in- 
fiincy ;  but  that  people,  to  whom  rude  nature  offered 
greater  happinefs  than  that  which  they  enjoyed  un- 
der tbe  foci^  compad  that  united  them,  (hould  quiet- 
ly remain  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  without  once  thinking 
that  there  was  nothing  more  than  a  mountain  or  a 
river  to  crofe,  in  order  ta  be  free  j  this  is  a  circum- 
ftance  that  would  be  incompreheniible,  if  yr^  knew 
not  how  much  the  habit  of  fuperftitioA  degrades  thtf 
human  race  in  all  parts. 

Several  of  the  province*,  which  might  be  confider^ 
cd  as  conftituting  a  part  of  this  vaft  dominion,  gcu 
Yerned  themfclves  by  their  primary  laws,  and  accord-^ 
ing  to  their  ancient  nmxims.  Tributaries  merely  of 
the  empire,  they  continued  ftill  under  the  controul  of 
their  caciques*  The  obligations  impofed  upon  thefd 
great  vaflkls,  was  to  cover  or  to  enlarge  the  frontiers 
of  the  ftate,  whenever  they  were  ordered  ;  to  contri- 
bute continually  to  the  public  charges,  originaUy,  ac- 
cording to  a  fettled  rate  ;  but  latterly,  according  to^ 
the  neceifities,  rapacity,  or  caprices  of  the  defpot. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  countries  more  immedi- 
ately dependent  on  the  throne,  was  intrufted  to  fome 
of  the  great,  who  were  affifted  in  their  fundlions  by 
nobles  of  an  inferior  order.  Thefe  officers  enjoyed, 
at  firft,  a  degree  of  dignity  and  importance  :  but  they 
were  nothing  more  than  the  inftruments  of  tyran- 
ny, iince  arbitrary  power  had  raifed  itfelf  upon  the 
ruins  of  a  government  which  naight  have  been  called 
feudal. 

To  each  of  thefe  offices,  a  portbn  of  land,  of  great- 
er or  lefs  extent,  was  attached.  Thofe  who  direded 
the  councils,  who  commanded  the  armies,  or  whom 
their  emt^oyments  detained  at  court,  enjoyed  the 
iame  advantage*  Perfons  in  oiSce  changed  their  dwel- 
ling with  their  occupation,  and  loft  it  as  foon  as  they 
leturaed  into  private  life. 
J  There  were  fome  pofteflions  more  entire,  and  which 
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might  be  alienated  or  tranfmitted  to  pofteiitv.   Thefe  b 
were  few  in  number ;  and  muft  hatre  belonged  to 
citizens  of  the  nioil  diftinguiihed  ciafs. 

The  people  had  nothing  bujD  commons,  the  eittent 
of  which  was  regulated  by  the  number  of  inhabitants. 
In  fome  of  them  the  labours  were  carried  on  in  a 
community,  and  the  harvefts  were  depofited  in  th* 
public  granaries,  to  be  diftributed  as  they  were  want- 
ed ;  in  others,  the  cultivators  divided  the  fields  be- 
tween  them,  and  tilled  them  for  their  own  private 
ufe  ;  but  the  territory  was  not  allowed  to  be  difpofed 
of  in  any  of  them^ 

Several  diftrids,  more  or  lefs  extenfive,  werd  co- 
vered with  a  kind  of  bondfmen  attached  to  the  glebe^ 
pafiitig  from  one  proprietor  to  another,  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  claim  any  thing  more  than  the  coarfeft 
and  moft  fcanty  fubfiftence. 

The  men  ftill  more  degraded,  wire  the  dcfflleftio 
flaves.  Their  life  was  eftecmed  fo  contemptible,  that^ 
according  to  the  accounts  of  Herrera,  one  might  de^ 
prive  them  of  it,  without  fear  of  being  ever  prdecut-^ 
cd  by  the  law* 

AU  the  orders  of  the  ftate  eontribtlted  to  the  fup■^ 
port  of  government,  tn  all  focieties  that  are  a  littld 
a^dvanced,  taxes  are  paid  in  fpecie.  The  Mexicans 
were  ignorant  of  this  commoti  misafure  of  every  kind 
of  value,  though  gold  and  filyer  were  ih  their  poilef- 
fion.  They  had  indeed  begun  to  fufped  the  Utility  of 
an  univerfal  mode  of  exchange,  dnd  they  already  em-^ 
ployed  the  feeds  of  the  cocoa  ih  fome  trifling  details 
of  commerce  :  but  the  ufe  of  thefe  wa&  much  limited^ 
and  could  not  be  extended  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
taxes.  The  debts  due  to  the  treafury  were  therefore 
all  paid  in  kind. 

As  all  the  agents  of  th6  public  (etVite  received 
their  falaries  iii  provifioHs,  a  part  of  what  Was  allotted 
to  them,  was  kept  back  as  their  doUtribution. 

The  lands  attached  to  offices,  as  well  as  thofe  that 
Were  poffefled  in  property,  gave  to  the  date  a  part  of 
their  produce. 

t^QL  IL  C  c 
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K  fiefide  the  obligation  impofed  upon  all  communis 
ties  to  cultivate  a  certain  extent  of  foil  for  the  crown, 
they  were  alfo  obliged  to  cede  to  it  a  third  part  of 
their  harvefts. 

Hunters,  fiihermen,  potten,  painters,  and  all  work* 
men  without  diilin<£Uop,  gave  up  the  fame  portion  of 
their  induftry  every  month. 

Even  the  beggars  were  taxed  with  certain  fixed 
cofitributionsy  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay  from 
their  labouri  or  from  the  alms  they  received. 

Agriculture,  at  Mexico,  was  very  much  confined  ; 
though  it  was  the  only  occupation  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants^^  Their  cares  were  reftrained  to  the 
cultivation  of  maze  and  cocoa,  and  there  was  even  but 
a  imall  quantity  of  thofe  produdions  gathered.  Had 
it  been  otherwife,  the  firfl  Spaniards  would  not  fo 
frequently  have  been  in  want  of  fubfifteace*  The 
imperfed  ftate  of  this  firft  of  the  arts  might  be  owing 
to  feveral  caufes.  Thefe  people  had  a  ftrong  pro- 
penfity  to  idlenefs.  The  inftruments  they  made  ufe 
of  were  faulty.  They  had  not  tamed  any  animal 
that  could  affift  them  in  their  labours.  Their  fields 
were  ravaged  by  faUow  deer,  or  by  wandering  peo- 
ple. They  were  inceffantly  opprefled  by  government* 
In  a  word,  their  natural  conflitution  was  particularly 
weak,  which  arofe  partly  fntoi  unwholefome  and  in* 
fufBcient  food. 

The  table  of  the  rich,  of  the  nobles^  and  of  men 
in  office,  bei|de  the  produce  of  the  chafe,  and  of 
fifhing,  was  fupplied  with  turkeys,  ducks,  and  rabbits^ 
the  only  animals,  except  little  dogs^  which  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  countries  had  been  able  to  tame« 
But  the  provifions  of  the  com^ion  people  confided 
only  of  maze,  prepared  in  difi*erent  manners  ;  of  co- 
coa^ diluted  in  warm  water,  and  leafoned  with  honey 
and  pimento ;  and  of  the  herbs  of  the  fields  which 
were  not  too  hard,  or  had  no  bad  fmell.  Their  drink 
confifted  of  fome  liquors  that  could  not  intoxicate. 
With  refpedl  to  ftrong  liquors,  they  were  fo  ftridly 
prohibited,  that  a  permimon  from  government  was 
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keceflary  to-be  obtained  for  ufing  them  ;  and  it  was  book 
only  granted  to  old  or  lick  perfons;  At  fom'e  folem- 1  ^' 
nitiesy  and  in  public  labours  only,  every  one  had  a 
quantity  given  him  proportioned  to  his  age.  Drun-. 
kennefs  was  confidered  as  the  am&  odious  df  all  vices. 
Pcrfons  convided  of  it,  were  ,  publicly  ihaved,  and 
their  houfe  was  pulled  down.  If  they  were  in  any 
public  office^  they  were  deprived  of  it,  ^and  declared 
incapable  of  ever  holding  any  poll  under  govern- 
ment. . 

The  Mexicans  were  almoft  generally  naked.  Their 
bodies  were  painted ;  and  their  heads  ihaded  with 
plumes.  Some  bones,  or  fmall  pieces  of  gold,  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  of  the  perfons,  were  fafteiiied  to  their 
nofes  and  ears.  The  only  clothing  the  women  had, 
was  a  kind  of  ihift  which  came  down  to  the  knees, 
and  was  open  at  the  breaft.  Their  chief  ornament 
confifted  in  the  arrangement  of  their  hain  Perfons  of 
fuperior  rank,  and  even  the  emperor  hinlfelf,  were 
only  diftinguifhed  from  the  commonalty,  by  a  kind 
of  cloak  compofed  of  a  fquar^  piece. of  cotton  fallen- 
ed  on  the  right  Ihoulder. 

The  palace  of  the  prince^  and  thofe  of  the  nobles, 
though  rather  extenfive,  and  built  of  Hone,  had  no 
conveniences,  no  elegance,  nor  even  any  windows. 
The  people  dwelt  in  huts  made  of  earth,  and  covered 
with  branches  of  trees.  They  were  prohibited  from 
railing  them  above  the  ground  floor.  Several  fami- 
lies were  frequently  heaped  together  under  the  fame 
roof. 

The  furniture  was  worthy  of  the  dwellings.  In  . 
molt  of  them,  there  was  no  other  carpeting  but  mats, 
no  other  bed  than  ftraw,  no  feat  but  a  layer  of  palm 
leaves,  no  utenfils  except  earthen  ware.  Cloths  and 
carpets  of  cotton,  wrought  with  more  or  lefs  care, 
and  employed  for  various  purpofes,  were  the  chief 
diftinAions  between  the  houies  of  the  rich  and  thofe 
of  the  common  people. 

If  the  arts  of  primary  iieceffity  were  in  fo  imper- 
fcdl  a  ftate  at  Mexico,  we  moft  conclude  that  thofe 
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of  ornament  were  ftiU  more  fo.  The  form  and  work'- 
manlhip  of  the  few  vafe»  and  jewels  of  gold  and  fil- 
ver  thaft  have  been  brought  to  ns,  is  equally  barbar-^ 
ous.  The  fame  coarfenefa  prcrails  in  thofe  pidures, 
of  which  the  ftrft  SpiMtiards  fpoke  with  fo  much  ad- 
miration, and  wWch  were  compofed  of  feathers  of  all 
colours,  lliefe  paintings  sere  no  longer  cxifting,  or 
are  at  leaft  v^ery  fcarce ;  but  engravix^s  have  been 
made  from  them.  The  artift  is  infinitely  iielow  his 
fubjedt,  whether  he  reprefents  plants,  animals,  or 
men.  "f  here  is  no  light,  nor  fhade^  nor  defign,  nor 
accuracy  in  his  work.  Neither  bad  aorcbitedure  made 
any  greater  progrefs  in  this  country.  Throt^hout 
the  whole?  extent  of  the  empire,  there  is  no  ancieiit 
monument  to  be  found,  that  bath  any  kind  of  ma- 
jefty  in  it ;  nor  are  there  even  any  ruins  whkh  renew 
'  the  idea  of  former  greatnefs.  The  only  things  Mexico 
had  to  boaft  of,  were  the  caofeways  tbac  led  up  to 
the  capital^  and  the  aqueduds  which  brought  the  wa« 
ter  for  drinking  from  a  very  confiderable  diftance. 

The  fciences  were  ftiU  lefe  advanced  than  the  arts  j 
and  this  is  the  natural  confequence  of  the  ocdinaiy 
progrefs  of  the  human  mind.  It  is  fcarce  pofiible 
that  a  people,  whofe  civilization  was  not  of  ancient 
date,  and  who  could  iK)t  have  received  any  inftruc- 
tiori  from  their  neighbours,  fhould  have  the  leaft  ex- 
tenfive  degree  of  knowledge.  All  that  can  be  con- 
cluded from  their  religious  and  political  inftitutions  is, 
that  they  had  made  foriie  little  progrefs  in  aftronomy. 
But  how  many  ages  would  it  have  required  to  cn-^ 
lighten  them,  fince  they  were  deprived  of  the  aflift- 
ance  of  writing,  and  fince  they  were  ftiU  far  diflaot 
from  this  powerful,  and  perhaps  only  mode  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge,  as  it  appears  fi-om  the  impcrfei^on 
of  their  hieroglyphics. 

Thefe  were  pidtures  traced  out  upon  the  barks  of 
trees,  upon  the  fkins  of  fallow  deer,  or  upon  pieces 
of  cotton  ;  and  deftined  to  preferve  the  memory  of 
the  laws,  the  tenets,  and  the  revolutions  of  the  em- 
t^ire*    The  number,  the  colour,  and  the  attitude  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m  THi:  EAST  AND  WE8T  INDIES.  405 

the  figures,  were  all  varied  according  to  the  objeds  b  o  ^  K 
that  were  meant  to  be  exprefled.  Although  thefe ,  ^'- 
imperfed  figns  could  not  be  fqppofed  to  have  that  " 
diftindt  charader  which  precludes  every  reafonablc 
doubtt  yet  we  may  imagine,  that  when  affifted  by  the 
traditions  of  focieties  and  families,  they  might  convey 
fome  information  refpeding  paft  events.  The  indif- 
ference of  the  conquerors  for  every  thing  that  had 
no  reference  to  their  infatiable  avidity,  mad^  them 
negled  to  inquire  for  the  key  of  thefe  important  de- 
poiits.  Soon  after,  their  monks  lookjed  upon  them 
as  monuments  of  idolatry ;  and  Zumrperaga,  the  firrt 
biihop  of  Mexico,  condemned  all  that  could  be  col- 
leded  of  them  to  the  flames*  The  little  that  efcaped 
from  this  fanatical  conflagration,  and  which  has  been 
preferved  in  one  or  the  other  hemifphere,  has  not 
contributed  to  difpel  the  darknefs  into  which  the  ne- 
gligence of  the  firfl  Spaniards  had  plunged  us. 

The  era  of  the  foundation  of  the  empire  is  even 
unknown.  The  CaftiUan  hiftorians,  indeed,  tell  us, 
that  before  the  tenth  century,  this  vaft  fpace  was  in- 
habited only  by  fome  wandering  hordes  that  were  en- 
tirely favage.  They  tell  us,  that  ^bout  this  period, 
foine  tribes  ifluing  from  the  North  and  North- weft, 
occupied  parts  of  the  territories,  and  introduced  mild- 
er manners.  They  tell  us,  that  three  hundred  years 
after,  a  people  ftill  more  advanced  in  civilization,  and 
coming  from  the  neighbourhood  of  California,  fettled 
on  the  borders  of  the  Itikes  and  built  Mexico  there. 
They  tell  us,  that  this  laft  nation,  fo  fuperior  to  the 
others,  had,  for  a  long  period,  nothing  but  chiefs, 
whom  they  raifed  to  the  government,  or  deprived 
them  of  it,  as  they  found  it  fuitable  to  their  interefts. 
They  tell  us,  that  the  authority,  which  till  then  had 
been  divided  and  revocable,  was  concentrated  in  a 
fingle  perfon,  and  became  permanent,  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  or  one  hundred  and  ninety -^feven  years 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards.  They  tell  us, 
that  the  nine  monarchs,  who  fucceflively  afceuded 
the  throne,  gave  the  domains  of  the  ft^e  an  exten- 
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3  Q  0  K  fion  which  they  had  not  had  under  the  former  go-r 
.       *    .  vernment.     But  what  degree  of  credit  can  we  rea-r 
fonably  grant  to  annals  lo  confuted  and  contradict 
tory,  and  filled  with  the  moft  abfurd  fables  that  have 
ever  been  propofed  to  the  credulity  of  mankind  ?  In 
order  to  believe  that  a  fociety  whofe  dominion  was  fo 
extenfive,  whofe  inftitutions  were  fo  numerous,  and 
whoffe  form  of  worlhip  was  fo  regular,  had  fo  modem 
an  origin  as  it  hath  been  faid,  we  ihould  have  other 
teftimonies  befide  thofe  of  the  fierce  foldier,  who  had 
neither  the  neceffary  talents  nor  the  will  to  examine 
into  any  thing  ;  we  fhould  have  other  vouchers  be- 
fide thofe  fanatic  priefts,  who  were  intent  upon  no- 
thing elfe  but  eredling  their  own  form  of  worihip  up- 
on the  ruin  of  the  fuperftitions  they  found  eftablifhed 
there.     What  fliould  we  know  of  China,  if  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had   been  able  to  fet  it  in  flames,  to  fub- 
vert  or  deftroy  it,  as  they  have  done  the  Brazils  ? 
Should  we  at  this  day  fpeak  of  the  antiquity  of  the 
Chinefe  books,  of  their  laws,   and  their  manners  ? 
When  fome  philofophers  fhall  have  been  allowed  to 
penetrate  into  Mexico,  to  fearch  for,  and  to  decipher 
the  ruins  of  their  hiftory,  and  that  thefe  learned  men 
ihall  neither  be  monks  nor  Spaniards,  but  either  £n- 
glifh  or  French,  who  fhall  have  ftill  liberty,  and  all 
proper  means  for  the  difcovery  of  truth ;  then  per- 
haps, we- may  gain  fome  information  concerning  the 
hi<bry  of  this  country,  if  barbarifm  hath  not  com- 
pletely  deftroyed  all  the  monuments  that  could  aifift 
in  inveftigating  it. 

Thefe  inquiries  could  not,  however,  lead  to  an  ex-- 
aft  knowledge  of  the  ancient  population  of  the  em- 
pire, which,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  conquer- 
ors, was  immenfe.  The  country  places  were  cover- 
ed with  inhabitants;  the  towns  weve  crowded  With 
citizens,  and  the  armies  were  very  numerous.  Ab- 
furd narrators  !  have  we  not  been  aflured  by  you  that 
it  was  a  rifingftate ;  that  it  was  continually  difturbed 
with  obftinate  wars ;  that  all  prifoners  were  either 
laaflacred  upon  the  field  of  battle,  or  fa<;rificed  to  the 
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gods  in  the  temples ;  that  at  the  death  of  every  em-  book 
•pcror,  of  every  cacique,  and  of  every  great  man,  a .  ^'-  , 
number  of  vidims,  proportioned  to  their  dignity, 
•were  facrificed  on  their  tombs  ;  that  from  a  prevail- 
ing depraved  inclination  the  women  were  negleded ; 
that  the  mothers  fuckled  their  children  for  four  or 
five  years,  and  that  they  became  barren  at  an  early 
period ;  that  the  people  groaned  inceflantly,  and  in 
all  parts,  under  the  oppreffions  of  the  treafu^  ;  that 
the  provinces  were  covered  with  corrupted  waters 
and  vafl  forefts;  and  that  the  Spanifh  adventurers 
had  more  to  fufier  from  dearth,  than  from  the  length 
of  marches,  or  the  darts  of  the  enemy  ? 

How  fliall  we  reconcile  fads  certified  by  fo  many 
witnefles,  with  that  exceffive  population  fo  folemnly 
attefted  in  your  proud  annals  ?  Before  found  philofo- 
phy  had  attentively  confider^  your  ftrange  contra- 
diftions  ;  and  when  the  odium  you  had  'drawn  upon 
yourfelvcs  infured  an  implicit  faith  in  your  abfurd  ex- 
aggerations, the  univerfe,  which  faw  no  more  than  a 
defert  in  Mexico,  was  perfiiaded  that  you  had  preci- 
pitated numberlefs  generations  into  the  grave.  Un- 
doubtedly, your  ferocious  foldiers  did  too  often  (lain 
themfelves  vrith  innocent  blood ;  undoubtedly,  your 
fanatic  miffionaries  did  not  oppofe  thefe  barbarities 
as  they  ought  to  have  done  ;  undoubtedly,  a  reftlefs 
tyranny,  and  an  infatiable  avarice,  carried  eflf  from 
this  unfortunate  part  of  the  world  many  of  its  feeble 
<:hildren  :  but  ftill  your  cruelties  were  lefs  thaa  tke 
nations  have  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the  accounts 
given  by  the  hiftorians  of  your  ravages.  And  it  is  I 
whom  you  look  upon  as  the  detratflor  of -your  charac- 
ter, who,  while  I  accufe  you  of  ignorance  and  im- 
pofture,  become,  as  much  as  poffible,  your  apologift. 

Would  ye  rather  choofe  that  the  number  of  your 
^flafiinations  fliould  be  exaggerated,  than  that  your 
-ftupidity  and  contradictions  ftiould  be  unmaflced?  In 
this  place,  I  call  Heaven  to  witnefs,  I  have  been  at- 
tentive  only  to  cleanfe  you  from  the  blood  with  which 
you  feem  to  make  it  your  glory  to  be  covered ;  and 
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B  o  o  K  in  every  other  part  where  I  have  fpoken  of  you^ 
.  ^^'  r  my  only  defign  hath  beeo  to  fuggeft  means  of  reftor- 
ing  your  nation  to  its  former  fplendour,  and  of  allc* 
viating  the  deftiny  pf  thofe  wretched  people  that:  arc 
fubjedb  to  your  empire.  If  you  difcover  in  me  any 
fecret  hatred,  or  any  motive  of  felf-intereft»  I  giye 
myfelf  up  to  your  contempt.  Have  I  treated  the 
other  deftroyers  of  the  New  World,  even  the  JFreach, 
my  own  countrymen,  with  more  gaution  ?  Why, 
therefore,  ftiould  you  be  the  onjy  people  who  are  of- 
fended ?  Becaufe  you  have  nothing  but^pride  remain* 
ing.  Become  powerful  again,  and  you  will  become 
lefs  captious  ;  and  truth,  while  it  makes  you ,  bluib, 
wUl  ceafe  to  anger  you. 

Whatever  was  the  population  of  Mexico,  the  tak* 
ing  of  the  capital  pccafioned  the  fubjeftion  of  the 
whole  ft^te ;  which  was  npt  fo  extenfive  as  it  hath 
been  generally  fuppofed  to  be.  Upon  the  South  Sea, 
the  empire  began  only  a,t  Nicaragua,  and  ended  at 
Acapulco  :  and  even  part  of  the  coafts  watered  by 
this  ocean,  had  never  been  fubdued.  Upon  the 
North  Sea,  there  was  fcarce  any  thing  that  interfeft- 
ed  it  from  the  river  of  Tabafco  to  that  of  Panuco : 
but  in  the  inland  parts,  Xlafcala,  Tepeaca,  Mecho- 
acan,  Chiapa,  and  fome  other  lefs  confiderable  di^ 
llrifts,  had  preferved  their  independence.  Their  free- 
dom was  taken  from  them  in  lefs  than  a  year  by  the 
conqueror,  who  found  it  fufficient  to  fend  ten,  fif- 
teen, or  twenty  horfe,  to  preclude  all  refiftance ;  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  1522,  the  provinces,  which 
had  rejeded  the  laws  of  the  Mexicans,  and  rendered 
the  communication  between  their  pofleffions  difficult 
or  impradicable,  conflituted  ftll  a  part  of  the  Spanifh 
dominion.  In  procefs  of  time,  it  acquired  iminenfe 
^  additions  on  the  northern  fide.  Thefe  would  even 
have  been  more  confiderable,  and  particularly  more 
ufeful,  had  it  not  been  for  the  incredible  barbarities 
^hat  accompanied  or  followed  the  acquifition  of  them. 
As  foon  as  the  Caflilians  had  made  themfelves  ma- 
ilers of  Mexico,  they  divided  the  heft  lands  among 
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thcmfclves ;  they  reduced  to  flavery  the  people  who  book 
had  cleared  them,  and  condemned  them  to  labours .  ^^  . 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  their  conftitution, 
and  repugnant  to  their  habits.  This  fyftem  of  gene- 
ral oppreffion  excited  confiderable  infurredions.  Thefe 
arofe  without  a  concurrence  of  meafures,  without  a 
chief  to  dired  them,  and  without  a  plan  ;  they  were 
the  efied  of  defpair  alone ;  and  ended  to  the  difad- 
,TOntage  of  the  too  unfortunate  Indians.  An  irritat- 
ed conqueror,  with  &e  and  fword  in  hand,  pafled 
with  extreme  rapidity  from  one  extremity  of  the  em- 
pire  to  the  other,  and  left  in  all  parts  memorable  tra- 
ces of  vengeance,  the  details  of  which  would  make 
the  moft  bloody-minded  men  fhudder.  There  was  a 
barbarous  emulation  between  the  officer  and  the  fol- 
liter,  whjcht  ihould  facrifice  moft  vidims ;  and  even 
the  commander  himfelf,'  perhaps,  furpaiTed  his  tnx>ps 
and  lieutenants  in  ferocity* 

Cortex,  however,  did  not  reap  the  advantages  he 
might  exped  from  fo  many  ads  of  inhumanity.  It 
began  to  be  a  maxim  of  policy  in  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, not  to  leave  fuch  of  her  fubjeds  as  had  fignalized 
themfelves  by  fome  important  diiicovery,  time  enough 
to  fettle  thernfelvBS  in  thdr  authority,  from  the  ap- 
preheniion,  well  or  ill  founded,  that  they  might  think 
of  rendering  themfelves  independent  of  the  Crown. 
If  the  conqueror  of  Mexico  did  not  give  a  reafon  for 
adopting  fuch  a  fyftem,  he  was  at  leaft  one  of  the 
firll  vidims  of  it.  The  unlimited  powers  he  had  at 
firft  enjoyed,  were  daily  curtailed ;  and  in  procefs  of 
time,  they  were  fo  exceedingly  reftrained,  that  he 
preferred  a  private  fituation  to  the  vain  appearances 
of  an  authority  accompanied  with  the  greateft  difguft. 
This  Spaniard  was  defpotic  and  cruel ;  and  his  fuc- 
(ceffes  are  tamifhed  by  the  in  juftice  of  his  projeds. 
He  was  an  affaffin  covered  with  innocent  blood  :  but 
his  vices  were  of  the  times,  and  of  his  nation,  and 
his  virtues  were  his  own.  Let  us  place  this  man  amonj^ 
the  ancients  ;  let  us  give  him  another  country,  ano- 
ther education,  pother  turn  of  mind^  other 'mannerly 
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BOOK  and  a:  different  religion.     Let  us  put  him  at  the  head 
.    ^^    .  of.  the  fleet  that  advanced  againft  Xerxes  ;  or  reckon 
him   among  the  Spartans  at  the  Straits  of  Ther- 
mopylae ;  or  fuppofe  him  to  be  one  of  thofe  generous 
Batavians  who  freed  themfelves  from  the  tyranny  of 
their  countrymen,  and  Cortez  will  appear  a  great 
man.     His  qualities  will  become  heroic,  and  his  me- 
mory will  be  irreproachable.     Had  Cafar  been  born 
in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  commanded  at  Mexico, 
he  would  have  been  a  worfe  man  than  Cortez*     To 
find  an  excufe  for  the  faults  that  have  been  laid  to 
'  his  charge,  we  muft  aik  ourfelves  what  better  ex]^ec- 
tations  we  could  have  formed  of  a  man,  who  treads 
for  the  firft  time  upon  unknown  regions,  and  whofe 
firft  objeft  is  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety  ?  It  would 
be  highly  unjuft  to  confound  him  with  the  peaceable 
founder,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  country,  and 
regulates  the  meafures,  the  fpace,  and  the  time  at 
pleafure. 
External        Since  Mexico  had  been  fubjeded  to  the  Callilians, 
vkd  inter-  this  immeufe  country  was  no  longer  expofed  to  inva- 
^^^fion.     Its  provinces  were  not  ravaged  by  any  neigh- 
Mexico  hat  bouring  or  diflant  enemy.     The  peace  it  enjoyed  was 
^ISce  "^^  difturbed  from  without,  except  by  pirates.     In 
itha.be-  the  South  Sea,  the  enterprises  of  thefe  robbers  were 
*^*^^  confined  to  the  taking  of  a  few  fliips:  but  in  the 
Con.         North  Sea,  they  pillaged  Campeachy  once,  and  Ve- 
ra-Cruz  twice ;  and  they  frequently  fpread  devafta- 
tion  upon  coafts  lefs  known,  lefs  opulent,  and  not  fo 
well  defended. 

While  the  navigation  and  the  (hores  of  this  wealthy 
region  were  a  prey  to  the  pirates,  and  to  the  fqua- 
drons  of  the  nations  difgufted  at  the  ambition  of 
Spain,  or  merely  jealous  of  its  iiiperiority,  the  Chi- 
chemec^s  difturbed  the  interior  part  of  the  empire* 
If  we  give  credit  to  Herrera  and  Torquemada,  thefe 
were  the  people  who  occupied  the  beft  parts  of 
the  country  before  the  arrival  of  the  Mexicans..  To 
avoid  the  yoke  deftined  for  them  by  the  conqueror, 
;thcy  took  refuge  in  caverns  and  fountains,  where 
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their  natural  ferocity  increafed,  and  where  they  ledB  o  o  k 
entirely  the  life  of  beafts.  The  new  revolution  which  ^ 
had  juft  changed  the  ftate  of  the  former  country,  did  ^  ,%  ■  -^ 
not  incline  them  to  milder  manners  ;  and  what  they 
faw  or  learnt  of  the  chara£ter  of  the  Spaniards,  in- 
fpired  them  with  implacable  hatred  againfl  a  nation 
fo  proud  and  fo  oppreffive.  This  paffion,  always  ter- 
rible among  favages,  manifefted  itfelf  by  the  ravages 
they  committed  in  all  the  fettlements  formed  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  by  the  cruelties  they  exercifed 
upon  thofe  who  attempted  to  open  the  mines.  In 
vain  had  forts  and  garrifons  been  -ftationed  upon  the 
frontiers,  to  contain  or  fupprefs  them ;  their  rage  con-  . 
tinned  inceflantly  till  the  year  1592.  At  this  period, 
Captain  Caldena  perfuaded  them  to  put  an  end  to 
their  hoftilities.  In  the  view  of  rendering  thefe  pa- 
cific fentiments  durable,  the  government  made  them 
build  dwellings,  coUedled  them  into  feveral  villages, 
and  fent  among  them  four  hundred  Tlafcalan  fami- 
lies, who  were  commiffioned  to  inilrudt  them  in  fome 
arts,  and  to  teach  agriculture  to  a  people  who  had 
hitherto  been  clothed  only  with  the  (kins  of  beafts, 
and  had  lived  entirely  by  hunting,  or  upon  the  fpon- 
taneous  produdions  of  nature.  It  was  long  before 
thefe  prudent  meafures  fucceeded.  The  Chichemc- 
cas  refufed  for  a  long  time  to  receive  the  inftrudions 
the  government  had  undertaken  to  give  them,  and 
even  rejcded  every  kind  of  intercouife  with  benevo^ 
lent  and  American  teachers.  It  was  not  till  the  year 
z6o8,  that  Spain  was  freed  from  the  care  of  clothing 
and  feeding  them. 

Eighteen  years  after,  a  moft  violent  conteft  hap- 
pened between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power  at 
Mexico.  A  man  convided  of  a  multitude  of  crimes, 
fought  impunity  for  all  his  enormities  at  the  foot  of 
the  altars.  The  viceroy  Gelves  caufed  him  to  be 
dragged  from  thence.  This  adk  of  neceflary  juftice 
was  conftrued  into  an  outrage  againft  the  divinity. 

*  The  thunder  of  excommunication  was  immediately 

•  fent  forth  ;  and  the  people  rofc.    The'  regular'  ani 
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BOOK  feciilar  clergy  took  up  arms.    The  palace  of  the  com* 
M     ^  .  mander  was  burnt ;  his  guards,  friends,  and  partizans 
I — ^^_  wexQ  put  to  the  fword.     He  himfelf  was  put  in  irons 
and  fent  to  Europe,  with  fevehty  gentlemen  who  had 
not  been  afraid  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.   The  archbiihop, 
who  was  the  author  of  all  thefe  calamities,  and  whofc 
vengeance  was  not  yet  fatisfied,  purfued  his  vidim, 
with  the  wifli  and  defire  of  facrificing  him.  The  court, 
after  having  hefitated  for  fome  time,  decided  at  length 
in  favour  of  fenatieifm.  The  defender  of  the  rights  of 
the  throne,  and  of  order,  was  condemned  to  total  ob- 
livion ;  and  his  fucceflbr  was  authonfed  folemnly  to 
*  confecrate  all  the  notions  of  fuperftition,  and  particu^ 
larly  the  fuperftition  of  afylums. 

The  word  afylum  taken  in  its  full  extent,  might 
fignify  any  place,  privilege,  or  diftindion,  that  pro- 
teds  a  criminal  from  the  impartial  exercifc  of  juftice. 
For  what  is  the  claim  that  weakens  and  fufpends  the 
authority  of  the  law  ?  An  afylum.  What  is  the  place 
of  confinement  that  vnthdraws  the  guilty  from  the 
prifon  common  to  all  malefadors  ?  An  afylum.  What 
is  a  retreat  where  the  creditor  cannot  go  and  feize  up- 
}iis  fraudulent  debtor  ?  An  afylum.  What  is  a  di- 
ftrid  where  one  may  exercife  all  the  fundions  of  fo- 
ciety  without  authority,  and  in  a  country  where  all 
the  reft  of  the  citizens  cannot  obtain  that  privUege 
without  a  premium  ?  An  afylum.  What  is  a  tribu- 
nal to  which  one  may  appeal  from  a  definitive  fen« 
lence  pronounced  by  another,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  laft  refort  of  the  law  ?  An  afylum.  What  is  an 
cxclufive  privilege,  for  whatever  motive  it  may  have 
been  folicited  and  obtained  ?  An  afylum.  In  an  em- 
pire where  the  citizens  partaking  unequally  of  the 
advantages  of  fociety,  do  not  ibare  the  burdens  of  it 
in  proportion. to  thefe  advantages,  what  are  the  dif- 
ferent diftindions  that  relieve  fome  at  the  expence  of 
others  ?  They  are  afylumsx 

.    The  afylums  of  the  tyrant/  of  the  pricft,  of  the 
ilatefman,  of  the  ncAleman,  of  the  contrador,  and  * 
of  the  merchant,  are  vrell  known  ;  and  I  could  name 
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tliofe  of  almoft  all  the  ranks  of  focicty.    What  por-  »  oo  k 
tion  is  there  indeed  of  fociety  that  hath  not  a  protec- ,    ^ 
tion  for  a  certain  number  of  malverfations,  which  it 
inay  commit  with  impunity. 

The  moil  .dangerous  of  afylums,  however,  is  not 
that  into  which  a  man  may  malce  his  efcape,  but  that 
which  he  carries  about  with  him,  that  which  accom- 
panies and  invefts  the  guilty  perfon,  which  ferves 
hihi  as  a  ihield,  and  which  forms  between  him  and 
me  an  enclofure  in  the  centre  of  which  he  ftands,  and 
from  whence  he  may  infult  me,  while  puniihment 
cannot  reach  him.  Such  are  the  ecclefiaftical  habft 
arid  charader.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  were 
formerly  a  fort  of  afylum,  where  the  impunity. of  the 
molt  flagitious  crimes  was  almoft  afiiired.  Is  this  pri- 
vilege entirely  aboliihed  ?  We  have  frequently  feen 
monks  and  priefts  thrown  into  prifon  ;  but  we  fcarce 
have  ever  feen  any  of  them  taken  out  from  thence 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  public  place  of  execution. 

What !  becaufe  a  man  is  obliged  by  his  profeffion 
to  have  a  peculiar  fandlity  of  manners,  fhaJl  he  ob« 
tain  privileges,  and  be  treated  with  a  conimiferation 
that  ihall  be  refufed  tothe  criminal  who  is  not  bound 
by  the  fame  obligations  ?  If  it  be  urged,  that  there 
is  a  refped  due  to  his  funAions,  to  his  cloth,  and  to 
his  character  ;  we  fhall  anfwer,  that  juftice  is  equally 
and  without  diftinftion  due  to  every  citizen.  If  the 
fword  of  the  law  be  not  moved  indifcriminately  in 
every  direiStion;  if  it  Ihould  be  unfteady;  or  if  ic 
flibuld  b&  raifed  or  lowered  in  favour  of  any  one  it 
tasiy  meet  with  in  its  paflage,  that  fociety  is  not  weE 
regulated.  There  exifts  in  it,  under  another  name,, 
and  under  another  form,  a  deteftable  privilege,  a 
protedion  denied  to  fome  and  referved  for  others. 

But  thefe  kinds  of  afylum,  though  generally  con- 
trary to  the  profperity  of  focieties,  fhall  not  here  en- 
gage our  attention.  We  fhall  only  fpeak  of  thafe 
whidh  temples  or  places  of  divine  worlhip  have  tf- 
forded,  and  ftill  continue  to  afford,  in  feveral  part9 
of  the  globe. 
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BOOK  Thefe  places  of  refuge  were  knQwn  to  the  ancie'tits^ 
■.  T'*  -  In  Greece,  when  that  country  was  ftill  but  half  ci- 
vilized, it  was  thought  that  tyranny  could  not  be  re- 
ftrained  otherwife  than  by  religion.  The  ftatues  of 
Hercules,  of  Thefeus,  and  of  Pirithoiis,  feemed  well 
calculated  to  infpire  villains  with  terror,  when  they 
had  no  longer  the  vengeance  of  thefe  heroes  to  dread. 
But  as  foon  as  the  afylum,  inftituted  in  favour  of  in- 
nocence, ferved  only  for  the  prefervation  of  the  guil- 
ty, and  was  made  fubfervient  either  to  the  interefts 
or  vanity  of  thofe  who  granted  the  protedion,  thefe 
places  of  retreat  were  abolifhed. 

Other  people,  in  imitation  of  the  Greeks,  eftabliih-i* 
ed  afylums.  But  the  citizen  ufed  to  put  himfelf  un- 
der the  protedlion  of  the  gods,  merely  to  avoid  the 
armed  hand  that  purfued  him.  There,  he  called  up-' 
on  the  law,  and  fummoned  the  people  to  his  affift^ 
ance.  His  fellowcitizens,  together  with  the  magi- 
flrate,  drew  near,  and  the  man  was  examined  before 
them.  If  it  was  found  that  he  had  abufed  the 
afylum,  he  received  a  double  punifhment ;  one  for 
the  crime  he  had  committed,  the  other  for  having 
profaned  the  place  in  which  he  had  taken  refuge. 

When  Romulus  wanted  to  people  his  city,  he  made 
an  afylum  of  it ;  and  fome  temples,  in  the  times  of 
the  republic,  were  devoted  to  this  purpofe.  After 
the  death  of  Julius  Caefar,  the  triumvirate  made  aa 
afylum  of  his  chapel.  In  after  ages,  the  fervility  of 
Che  people  frequently  ereded  the  ftatues  of  tyrants 
intp  places  of  refuge.  ^  From  thence  it  was  that  the 
flave  infulted  his  maftcr ;  and  that  the  difturber  of 
public  tranquillity  ftirred  up  the  populace  againft 
good  men.  , 

This  horrible  inftitution  of  barbarifm  and  paganifm 
occafioned  inexpreffible  evils ;  when  Chriftianity,  a- 
fccnding  the  throne  of  the  empire,  did  riot  fcru- 
plc  to  adopt  and  even  to  extend  it.  The  confc- 
quences  of  this  ecclefiaftical  poUcy  were  foon  fevere- 
ly  felt.  The  laws  loft  their  authority,  and  the  order 
of  fociety  was  fubverted.     The  magiftrate  then  at- 
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tacked  thefe  afylums  with  courage ;  the  priefl  de-  b  o  o  k 
fended  them  with  obftinacy.     A  warm  contefl  was ,    ^^    , 
carried  on  for  many  centuries  with  great  antmofity.       ' 
The  party  that  prevailed  under  the  reign  of  a  firm 
prince,  was  deprefTed  under  that  of  a  fuperilitious 
one.     Sometimes  this  afylum  was  general,  and  fome-      ' 
times  was  under  reilridiions.     It  was  annihilated  at 
one  period,  and  reftored  at  another. 

In  an  inilitution  fo  evidently  contrary  to  natural 
equity,*  to  civil  law,  to  the  fan^ity  of  region,  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  the  good  order  of  fociety^ 
the  circumftances  that  fhould  naturally  tend  moil  to 
aftonifh  us  are,  its  duration,  the  diverfity  of  the  ob- 
jeds  of  the  edidts  of  the  emperors,  the  contradidtimi 
of  the  canons,  and  the  obftinacy  of  feveral  bifhops;  but 
more  efpecialiy  the  extravagant  abfurdity  of  the  law- 
yers, in  determining,  with  precifion,  the  extent  of  the 
afylum,  according  to  the  fize  or  title  of  the  refpcdlive 
churches.  If  it  was  a  great  church,  the  afylum  was 
to  extend  a  certain  number  of  feet  beycHid  its  circum- 
ference ;  if  a  fmall  church,  it  was  to  be  lefs  exteu- 
five,  and  ftill  lefs  if  it  was  a  chapel :  the  protection 
was  the  fame,  whether  the  church  were  confecrated 
or  not« 

It  is  vefy  extraordinary,  that  in  a  long  fucceflion 
of  generations,  not  one  monarch,  not  one  ecclefiaf- 
tic,  not  one  magiftrate,  not  even  one  fingle  man 
ihould  have  reminded  his  cotemporaries  of  the  bright 
days  of  Chriftianity.  Formerly,  he  might  have  faid 
to  them,  the  finner  was  detained  for  years  at  the  gate 
of  the  temple,  wherb  he  expiated  his  fault,  expofed 
to  the  injuries  of  the  air,  in  the  prefence  of  all  his 
brethren,  and  of  all  the  citizens.'    He  was  not  allow*  ' 

ed  to  enter  the  church,  except  by  degrees;  nor  to 
approach  the  fanduary,  but  in  proportion  as  his  pe-. 
nance  drew  near  to  an  end.  And  in  our  days,  a  vil- 
lian,  an  extortioner,  a  thief,  and  an  aflaffin  covered 
with  blood,  not  only  finds  the  gates  of  our  temples 
open  to  him,  but  alfo  meets  with  protedion,  impuni« 
ty,  food,  and  fecurity.  2 
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book'  3ut  if  the  aflaffin  had  plunged  his  dag^r  into  the 
i     ^^'    f  breafl  of  a  citizen,  even  lipon  the  fteps  of  the  altar, 
what  niuft  be  done  in.  that  cafe  ?  Shall  the  place  of 
the  bloody  fcene    become   his  afylum?  This  would 
certainly  be  a  privilege  very  convenient  for  criminals* 
Why  Ihould  they  murder  in  the  ftrects,  in  the  houfes^ 
or  upon  the  highways,  where  they  may  be  feized  ? 
fhould  they  not  rather  choofe  to  aflafiinate  in  the 
churches?  There  nerer  was  a  more  difgufting  inftance 
of  the  contempt  \)f  the  laws,  and  of  the  ambition 
of  the  clergy,  than  this  immunity  granted  by  the 
churches.  It  was  referved  to  fuperftition  to  make  the 
Supreme  Being,  in  this  world,  the  protedldr  g£  the 
fame  crimes  which  he  punifhes  in  another  with  eter- 
nal iu£ferings.   Let  us  hope  that  the  extremity  of  the 
evil  will  point  out  more  fenfibly  the  neceffity  of  the 
remedy. 

This  fortunate  revolution  will  be  brought  about 
later  at  other  places  than  at  Mexico,  where  the  peo- 
ple are  plunged  in  a  (late  of  ftill  more  profound  igno- 
rance than  in  the  other  regions  fubjed  to  Caftile.  In 
1732,  the  confpiring  elements  fwallowed  up  one  of 
the  richeft  fleets  that  had  ever  been  difpatched  from 
this  opulent  part  of  the  New  World.  Univerfal  def- 
pair  prevailed  in  the  two  hetfiifpheres.  Amongft  a 
people  plunged  in  fuperftition,  all  events  are  miracu- 
lous ;  and  the  anger  of  Heaven  was  generally  confi-^ 
dered  as  the  fole  caufe  of  this  great  difafter,  which 
might  very  poffibly  have  been  brought  about  by  the 
inexperience  of  the  pilot,  or  by  other  caufes  equaUy 
natural.  An  jiuto  dafi  appeared  to  be  the  fureft  me- 
thod of  recovering  the  divine  favour;  and  thirty- 
eight  wretched  people  perifhed  in  the  flames,  th« 
vidims  of  fo  deplorable  an  infatuation. 

Methinks  I  am  prefent  at  this  horrible  expiation^ 
I  behold  it,  and  exclaim  ;    *  Stop,  execrable  mon* 

*  fters !  What  connexion  is  there  between  the  cala- 

*  roity  you  have  experienced  and  the  pretended  or 

*  real  crime  of  thofe  whom  you  detain  in  your  pri- 

*  fons  ?  If  they  entertain  opinions  which  render  them 
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*  odibus  to  the  Almighty,  it  belongs  to  him  to  crufti  book 

*  them  with  his  thunder.     He  hath  borne  with  them  .    ^^    ^ 

*  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  ftill  continues  to 

*  bear  with  them,  and  yet  you  torment  them. .  If  it 
f  were  his  will  to  condenin  theoi  to  eternal  punifh- 

*  merits  on  the  terrible  day  of  his  vengeance,  do6s 

*  it  belong  to  you  to  accelerate  their  chaftifement  ! 

*  Why  Ihould  you  deprive  them  of  the  inftant  of  re- 

*  pentaricc,  which  perhaps  awaits  them,  in  the  de- 

*  cline  of  life,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  or  the  period 

*  of  ficknefs  ?  But  infamous  wretches  as  ye  are,  dif- 

*  fdlute  priefts,  arid  libidinous  monks,  were  not  your 

*  crimes  fufficierit  to  ftir  up  the  anger  of  Heaven  ? 

*  Corred  yourfelves ;  proftrate  yourfelvea  at  the  foot 

*  of  the  altars,  cover  yourfelves  with  fackcloth  and 

*  afhes ;  implote  the  mercy  of  the  Moft  High,  rather 

*  than  employ  yourfelves  in  leading  to  the  (lake  a 

*  number  of  innocent  perfons,  whofe  death,  far  from 

*  wiping    aWay  your  crimes,  will  only  increafe  the 

*  number  of  them,  by 'thirty-eight  more,  for  which 
^  you  will  never  be  forgiven.  1*0  appeafe-the  Deity,  ye 

*  burn  mankind !  Arc  ye  worfliippers  of  Moloch  ?'  But 
ye  hear  me  not;  and  the  unfortunate  vidtims  of  your 
fuperftitious  cruelty  are  already  caft  into  the  flames. 

Soon  after  this,  the  New  Mexico,  which  was  bor- 
dering and  dependent  upon  the  Old,  was  afllidled 
with  a  calamity  of  another  kind.  This  vaft  region, 
fituated,  for  the  moft  part,  under  the  temperate  zone, 
was  for  a  time  unknown  to  the  ravagers  of  America. 
The  miflionary  Ruys  firli  penetrated  into  it  in  1580. 
tie  wks  foori  after  followed  by  the  captain  Efpajo,. 
and,  laftly,  by  John  d^Onafte;  who  by  ti  feries  of 
labours  begun  in  i599»  ^nd  terminated  in  t6li,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  openihg  fome  mines,  in  fnultiplying  cattle 
and  means  of  fubfiftence,  and  in  fettling  firmly  thef 
Spanifh  dominion.  T^he  order  he  had  eftablilhed  was 
difturbed  in  1652  by  civil  commotions.  In  the  courfe 
6f  thefe  animofities,  Rofas  the  commandant  was  af- 
faffinated ;  and  his  friends,  who  attempted  to  avenge 
his  death,  perifhed  after  him.  Thefe  adts  of  violence 
m  II.  D  d 
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BOOK  continued  till  the  tardy  arrival  of  Pagnaloffe.  Thi* 
.  ^y  ,  intrepid  and  fevere  commander  had  almoft  ftifled  the 
rebellion,  when,  in  a  tranfport  of  juft  indignation,  he 
gave  a  blow  to  a  turbulent  monk,  who  was  fpeaking 
to  him  in  an  infolent  manner,  and  even  dared  ta 
threaten  him.  The  priefts,  who  were  matters  of  the 
country,  immediately  feized  upon  his  perfon.  He 
was  excommunicated,  delivered  up  to  the  inquifition, 
and  fentenced  to  confiderable  fines^  In  vain  did  he 
urge  the  court  to  avenge  the  royal  authority  infulted 
in  his  perfon;  the  influence  of  his  enemies  prevailed 
over  his  folicitations.  Their  rage  and  their  power 
made  him  even  apprehend  a  more  fatal  deftiny ;  and 
in  order  to  avoid  their  daggers,  and  to  withdraw  him- 
felf  from  their  intrigues,  he  took  refuge  in  England, 
abandoning  the  reins  of  government  to  whoever 
would  or  could  get  hold  of  them.  His  flight  plung- 
ed the  province  into  frefh  misfortunes;  and  it  was 
not  till  after  ten  years  of  anarchy  and  carnage,  that 
every  thing  was  brought  again  into  order  and  fub- 
jeftion. 

Can  any  thing  be  mote  abfurd  than  this  authority 
of  the  monks  in  America  ?  They  are  a  fet  of  men 
without  knowledge  and  without  principles ;  their  in- 
dependence tramples  upon  their  inftitutions,  and 
makes  them  regardlefs  of  their  vows ;  their  conduct 
is  fcandalous,  their  houfes  are  fo  many  places  of  evil 
refort,  and  their  tribunals  of  penance  fo  many  trad- 
ing fhops.  From  thence  it  is,  that  for  a  piece  of  mo- 
ney they  quiet  the  confcience  of  the  villain ;  from 
thence  it  is,  that  they  infinuate  corruption  intd  inno- 
cent minds,  and  that  they  feduce  women  and  girls 
into  debauchery ;  they  are  a  fet  of  fimonifts,  who 
make  a  public  traflic  of  holy  things.  The  Chrifli- 
anity  they  teach,  is  defiled  with  all  forts  of  abfurdi- 
ties.  Greedy  of  inheritanby,  they  defraud,  rob,  and 
perjure  themfelves.  They  degrade  the  magiftrates^ 
and  thwart  them  in  their  operations.  There  are  no 
crimes  which  they  cannot  commit  with  impunity • 
They  infpire  the  people  with  a  Ipirit  of  rebellion. 
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They  are  fo  tnany  encouragers  of  fuperftition,  andB 
the  caufe  of  all  the  troubles  that  have  agitated  thefe 
diftant  regions.  As  long  as  they  exift  there  they  will 
k6ep  up  anarchy,  from  the  confidence,  as  blind  as  it 
is  unlimited,  which  they  have  obtained  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  from  th^  pufillanimity  with  which  they  have 
infpired  the  depofitaries  of  the  authority,  whom  they 
difpofe  of  at  pleafure  by  their  intrigues.  Let  us  there- 
fore  in(;[uire  of  what  great  utility  they  are.  Are  they 
informers  ?  A  wife  adminiftration  hath  no  need  of 
them.  Are  they  to  be  managed  as  a  counterpoife 
to  the  power  of  the  viceroy  ?  This  is  an  idle  appre- 
henfion.  Are  they  tributaries  of  the  great  ?  This  is 
fan  evil  that  muft  be  put  a  ftop  to.  Under  whatever 
afpedt  we  confider  matters,  the  monks  ^re  a  fet  of 
wretchesj  who  fcandahze  and  difturb  Mexico  too 
inuch  to  be  allowed  to  remain  there  any  longer. 

Subjedtion  and  order  were  again  diflurbed,  and 
inorc  generally  fo  in  1593,  by  a  law  which  forbade 
the  Indians  the  ufe  of  ftrong  Uquors. .  This  prohi* 
bition  could  riot  have  for  its  objed  the  licjuors  of  Eu- 
rope, which  were  neceflarily  too  high  priced  ever  to 
be  ufed  by  men  living  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  oppref- 
fion,  and  inceflantly  ftripped  of  their  property.  It 
was  only  front  the  palm  wine  that  the  government 
endeavoured  to  wean  them. 

This  liquor  is  drawn  from  a  plant  known  at  Mexi- 
co by  the  name  of  maguey,  and  refembling  the  aloes 
in  its  form.  Its  leaves,  coUedied  about  the  neck  of 
the  root,  are  thick,  pulpous,  almoft  ftraight,  feveral 
feet  in  length,  hollowed  in  the  form  of  a  gutter, 
thorny  on  the  back,  and  terminated  by  a  very  fharp 
point.  The  ftem,  which  rifes  out -of  this  tuft,  afcends 
to  twice  its  height,  and  bears  upon  Its  branching  top 
yellowilh  flowers.  Their  calix,  with  fix  divifioris,  is 
charged  with  an  equal  number  of  fiamilia.  It  ad^^ 
hctes  at  the  bottom  to  the  piftil,  which,  together 
with  it,  becomes  a  capfula  with  three  cells  filled  with 
feeds.  The  maguey  grows  in  every  part  of  Mexico, 
and  is  eafilv  multiplied  &Gm  flips.    Hedges  are  madd 

Ddij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


400  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TKAiit 

B  o  Q  K  of  It  Its  fevertfl  parts  have  each  of  them  their  Qtili^ 
,  ^^'  .  ty.  The  roots  are  employed  for  cordage ;  the  ftems* 
fumifh  wood  ;  the  points  of  the  leaves  ferve  for 
nails,  or  needles ;  and  even "  the  leaves  themfelves^ 
are  fit  for  thatching  the  roofs ;  and  a  thread  is  pro- 
duced from  them  fit  for  the  manufadture  of  various 
looms. 

But  the  moft  efteemed  produce  of  the  maguey  is  a 
fweet  stnd  clear  water^  which  is  colledled  by  means 
of  a  hole  made  with  an  inftrument  in  the  middle  of 
the  tuft,  after  the  (hoots  and  the  inward  leaves  are 
removed.  This  hole^  whteh  is  three  or  four  inches 
deep,  is  filled  and  emptied  every  day ;  and  the  liquor 
continues  running  in  this  manner  for  a  whole  year^ 
fometimes  even  for  eighteen  months.  This  liquor^ 
when  infpiflated,  forms  a  real  fugar;  but  when  mix- 
ed with  fpring  water,  and  laid  by  in  vafes,  it  acquires, 
after  having  fermented  four  or  five  days,  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  cyder,  and  almoft  the  fame  kind  of  tafte.  If 
orange  or  lemon  peel  be  added  to  it,  it  becomes  in« 
toxicating*  Thi^  property  renders  it  ftill  more  agree- 
able to  the  Mexicans.,  who  not  being  able  to  confolc 
themfelves  fi^r  the  lofs  of  their  liberty,  endeavour  to 
forget  the  humiliating  ftate  of  their  flavery.  Accord- 
ingly, the  attention  of  the  Indians  is  continually  turn- 
ed towards  the  houfes  where  this  liquor  is  diftributed. 
They  pafs  whole  days  and  weeks  there ;  they  leave 
the  fubfiftence  of  their  families  in  them,  and  very  fre- 
quently the  few  clothes  they  have. 

The  Spanifh  miniftry,  informed  of  thefe  exceflcs^ 
wifhed  to  put  a  ftop  to  them;  but  did  not  fet  about  it  in 
a  proper  manner.  Inflead  of  bringing  back  the  peo- 
ple to  good  morals  by  paternal  cares,  and  by  the  moft 
effedhial  modd  of  inftrudion,  they  had  rzcourfe  to  the 
fatal  expedient  of  prohibitions*  The  minds  of  mea 
grew  heated,  feditions  were  multiplied,  and  ads  of 
voilence  repeated,  from  one  extremity  of  the  empire 
to  the  other.  The  government  was  obliged  to  give 
way;  and  withdrew  thefe  prohibitive  ads:  but  to 
indenmify  itfelf  for  the  {acrifice  of  its  authority^  taxes 
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^ycre  laid  upon  this  liquor,  which  bring  in  annually  to  b  o  o  k 
the  treafuiy  eleven  or  twelve  thoufand  livres  from .  T^'  ^ 
458I.  6s.  8d.  to  5C0I. 

Five  and  twenty  or  thirty  years  after  this,  a  new 
icene  of  a  particular  kind  was  opened  at  Mexico.  In 
this  important  poffelfion,  the  police  was  fo  much  ne- 
gleded,  that  all  the  road6  were  feized  upon  by  anumer- 
ous  band  of  robbers.  No  citizen  could  venture  to  go 
out  of  his  houfe  without  a  paflport  from  the  chiefs  of 
thefe  banditti.  Whether  from  careleflbefs,  weaknefs, 
or  corruption,  the  magiftrate  took  no  meafures  to  put 
an  end  to  fo  great  a  calamity.  At  length,  the  court 
of  Madrid,  roufed  by  the  clamours  of  a  whole  na- 
tion, committed  the  care  of  the  public  fecurity  to 
Velafqu&.  This  equitable,  firm,  aid  ftridl  man,  in- 
dependent of  the  tribunals  and  the  viceroy,  fucceeded 
at  length  in  re-eftablifliing  order,  an.d  fixing  it  upon 
fo  firm  a  bafis,  that  it  hath  never  fince  been  fhaken. 

A  war  undertaken  againft  the  people  of  Cinaloa, 
Sonora,  and  New  Navarre,  hath  been  the  laft  remark- 
able event  that  hath  dillurbed  the  empire.  Thefe 
provinces,  fituated  between  Old  and  New  Mexico, 
did  not  make  a  part  of  Montezuma's  dominions.  It 
was  not  till  1540,  that  the  devaftators  of  the  New 
World  penetrated  into  them,  under  the  command  of 
Vafqu^s  Coronado.  They  found  there  fome  petty 
nations,  who,  upon  the  boi'ders  of  the  fea,  lived  by 
fifiiing,  and  in  the  inland  parts  upon  the  produce  of 
the  chafe  ;  and  who,  when  thefe  means  of  fubfiftence 
failed  them,  had  no  other  refource  than  in  the  fpon- 
taneous  produdtions  of  nature.  In  thefe  diftrids,  nei- 
ther clothing  nor  huts  were  in  ufe.  Branches  of  trees 
to  (hade  them  from  the  heats  of  a  burning  fun  ;  and 
reeds  tied  together  to  Ihelter  them  from  the  torrents 
of  rain  :  thefe  were  the  only  contrivances  thought  of 
by  the  inhabitants  to  guard  againft  the  inclemency 
of  the  feafons.  During  the  fevereft  frofts  they  flept 
in  the  open  air,  round  the  fires  which  they  had 
kindled. 

This  countrv,  in  appearance  fo  poor,   contained 
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BOOK  mines,  which  feme  Spaniards  undertook  to  VfoA^ 
^^'  They  were  found  to  yield  pleatifully  ;  and  yet  the 
'  greedy  proprietors  of  them  did  not  enrich  themfelves. 
As  it  was  necelTary  to  bring  from  Vera  Crux,  upon 
the  back  of  muies,  through  a  difficult  and  dangerous 
road  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  leagues,  the  quickfilver, 
the  ilufFs,  and  mvoil  of  the  articles  required  for  fub- 
fiftence  and  for  the  labours,  all  thefe  objefts,  when 
they  arrived  at  the  Ipot,  had  increafed  fo  much  in 
value,  that  the  moil  fortunate  undertaking  fcarce 
furniftied  a  fufficiency  to  pay  for  them. 

It  became  neceflary  to  abandon  the  whole,  or  to 
take  other  meafures ;  the  laft  of  thefe  ichemes  was 
refolved  upon.  The  Jefuit  Ferdinand  Confang  was 
commiffioned,  in  1746,  to  reconnoitre  the  gulf  of 
California,  which  borders  thefe  immenfe  regions^ 
After  this  navigation,  conduced  with  fkill,  the  Court 
of  Madrid  became  acquainted  with  the  coafts  of  the 
continent,  with  the  harbours  that  nature  has  formed 
there,  with  the  fandy  and  arid  places  that  are  not 
fufceptible  of  cultivation,  and  with  the  rivers,  which^ 
by  the  fertility  they  diffufe  along  their  borders,  in- 
vite to  the  eftablifliing  of  colonies  in  thofe  parts, 
Nothing,  in  future,  could  prevent  the  Ihips  that  fail- 
ed out  of  Acapulco,  fropi  entering  the  Vermeil  Sea  j; 
from  conveying  with  eafe  into  the  neighbouring  pro- 
;  vinces,  miffionaries,  troops,  miners,  provifions,  mer- 

chandife,  and  every  thing  that  was  wanted  for  the 
colonies,  and  from  returning  laden  with  metals. 
,  In  the  meanwhile,  it  was  indifpenfably  neceflary 

previoufly  to  gain  over  the  natives  of  the  country  by 
ads  of  humanity,  or  to  fubdue  them  by  force  of  anns. 
But  how  was  it  poffible  to  concih^te  men  who  were 
to  be  ufed  as  bcafts  of  burden,  or  to  be  buried  aUvc 
within  the  bowels  of  ^the  earth  ?  Accordingly,  the 
government  refolved  upon  force ;  and  war  was  de- 
ferred only  froni^  the  incapacity  in  an  exhaulled  trea- 
.  fury  to  bear  the  expence  of  it.  At  length,  in  1768, 
a  credit  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres  [50,000!.] 
was  found,  and  hoililities  commenced.    Some  hordel 
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«9f  lavages  fubmitted  after  a  trifling  refiftance.     This?  o  o  k 
"was  not  the  cafe  with  the  Aplachians,  the  mod  war-  ■ 

like  of  thefe  nations,  and  the  moft  eager  for  indepen- 
dence. They  were  purfued'without  intermiffion  for 
three  years,  with  a  view  of  exterminating  them.  Great 
God  I  what  an  idea !  To  exterminate  men  !  Could 
we  fay  otherwife  of  wolves  ?  Exterminate  them,  and 
for  what  ?  Becaufe  they  were  a  high-minded  people, 
and  were  fenfible  of  the  natural  right  they  had  to 
liberty ;  becaufe  they  difdained  to  be  flaves.  And 
yet  we  call  ourfelves  civilized  people,  and  Chriftians. 

The  diftance  of  both  the  ancient  and  new  con- 
quefls  from  the  centre  of  authority,  gave  reafon  to 
think  that  they  would  be  in  a  languid  ftate,  till  they 
ihould  be  furnifhed  with  an  independent  adminidra- 
tion.  A  particvdar  commander  wa?  therefore  given 
to  them,  who,  with  a  title  lefs  pompous  than  that  of 
Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  enjoyed  the  fame  preroga- 
tives. 

We  ^uft  now  examine  to  what  degree  of  profpe-i*ropeftof 
rity  Mexico  hath  rifen,  notwithftanding  the  enormous  J^i^^he  ^ 
lofles  it  has  experienced  from  foreign  enemies,  and  ▼eramcnt 
notwithftanding  the  4onieftic  troubles  with  which  it  ^   ^^ 
hath  fo  frequently  been  agitated. 

The  largeft  of  the  Cordeleirias  mountains,  after 
having  croSed  all  South  America,  becomes  lower  and 
narrower  in  the  ifthmus  of  Panama;  continues  in  the 
fame  form  through  the  provinces  of  Cofta  Rieca,  Ni- 
caragua, and  Guatimala  ;  fpreads  itfelf  and  rifes  again 
throughout  the  reft  of  Mexico,  but  without  ever  ap- 
proaching to  that  prodigious  height  which  it  hath  in 
Peru.  This  alteration  is  more  particularly  remark- 
able towards  the  South  Sea.  The  ihores  here  are 
extremely  deep,  and  no  bottom  is  to  be  found  except 
very  near  the  land  ;  while  in  the  Northern  Sea,  it 
i^  found  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  continent.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  roads  are  as  good  and  as  frequent  in 
ihe  fixft  of  thefe  feas,  as  they  are  fcarce  and  bad  in 
jthe  other. 

'jThe  climate  of  a  region  fituated  almoft  entirely  In 
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B  o  o  K  the  torrid  zone,  is  alternately  damp  and  hot.  Thclfc 
variations  are  more  perceptible  and  more  common  in 
the  low,  marfhy,  woody,  and  micultivated  diftrids 
of  the  Eaft,  than  in  thofe  parts  of  the  empire,  which 
beneficent  nature  hath  treated  more  favourably. 

The  quality  of  the  foil  is  alfo  very  different.  Some- 
times it  is  barren,  fometimes  fertile,  according  as  it  is 
mountainous,  level,  or  funk  under  the  waters. 

No  fooner  were  the  Spaniards  mafters  of  this  opu- 
lent arid  immenfe  country,  than  they  haftened  to 
build  cities  upon  it,  in  thofe  places  which  appeared 
to  them  beft  calculated  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
authority,  and  in  thofe  which  proraifed  them  greater 
advantages  from  their  conqueft.  Such  of  the  £uro-« 
peans  as  chofe  to  fi^  there,  obtained  a  fufficient  ex- 
tent of  territory ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  fearch 
for  planters,  whom  the  law  did  not  allow  them. 

Another  arrarigement  of  things  >X'as  obferved  in  the 
country  places.  They  wpre  moft  of  them  diftribut- 
ed  to  the  conquerors  in  reward  of  their  blood  or  their 
fervices.  The  extent  of  thefe  domains,  which  were 
only  granted  for  two  pt  three  generations,  was  pro- 
portioned to  rank  and  favour.  A  greater  Or  lefs  num« 
ber  of  Mexicans  wfere  attached  to  them  as  vaflab. 
Cortez  had  three  and  twenty  thoufand  of  them  in 
the  provinces  of  Mexico,  Tlafc^la,  Mechoacan,  and 
Oxaca,  but  with  this  diftinftion,  that*  ^hey  were  td 
belong  to  his  family  in  perpetuity.  Oppreffion  muft 
have  been  lefs  feyere  in  thefe  hereditary  poflefiions 
than  in  the  reft' of  the  empire,  fince  in  1746  fifteen 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty  Indians  were  ftill 
reckoned  there,  with  eighteen  hundred  Spaniards, 
Meftees,  or  Af ulattoes, '  and  fixteen  hundred  negro 
flaves.  ' 

The  country  had  none  of  the  animals  neceflary  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  its  new  inhabitants,  for  plowing 
the  lands  and  for  the  other  Wants  infeparable  from  a 
jnixed  fociety.  Thefe  things  were  all  brought  from 
the  iflands  already  fubjeded  to  Caftile,  which  had 
themfelves  lately  received  them  frpm  our  hemifphere. 
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^he  animals  propagated  with  incredible  rapidity.  But  b  o  o  b^ 
they  all  of  them  degenerated  ;  and  how  indeed  was  ^'• 
it  poffible,  that  they  Ihould  not  have  experienced 
very  evident  alterations,  when  they  were  weakened 
by  croffing  the  feas,  deprived  of  their  ordinary  food, 
and  given  up  to  the  hands  of  perfons  who  were  in- 
capable of  rearin]^  and  taking  care  of  them?  The 
Iheep  were  the  moft  materially  affefted.  Mendoza 
had  fome  rams  brought  from  Spain  in  order  to  renew 
the  degenerated  race ;  and  fince  that  period,  the 
fleeces  have  been  found  of  a  fufEcient  good  quality 
to  fupply  materials  for  corifiderable  manufadures. 

The  multiplication  of  the  cattle  brought  on  a  great 
increafe  in  the  cultures.  To  the  maize,  which  had  al- 
ways been  the  principal  food  of  the  Mexicans,  the 
grains  of  our  countries  were  added.  At  firft  they 
did  not  thrive.  The  feeds  of  them,  thrown  at  ha- 
zard  among  the  briars,  did  not  at  firft  yield  any  thing 
but  thick  and  barren  weeds.  A  vegetation  too  ra- 
pid, and  too  vigorous,  ^iid  not  allow  them  time  to 
ripen,  nor  even  tp  form  themfelves  :  but  this  fuper- 
abundance  of  juices  gradually  diminiflied  ;  and  at 
length  moft  of  our  feeds,  vegetables,  and  fruits,  were 
feen  to  profpcr.  If  the  vine  and  the  olive  tree  were 
hot  naturalized  in  this  part  of  the  New  World,  this 
was  owing  to  the  prohibition  of  government,  which 
intended  to  leave  a  mart  open  for  the  produftions  of 
the  mother  country.  Perhaps  the  foil  and  the  cH- 
mate  would  themfelves  have  rejedled  thefe  precious 
plants ;  at  leaft  we  have  an  authority  for  thinking 
lb,  when  we  fee  that  the  experiments  which  the  Je- 
fuits  and  the  heirs  of  Cortez  were  allowed  to  try, 
about  the  year  1706,  were  not  fuccefsful,  and  that 
thofe  which  have  been  fince  made,  have  not  been 
much  more  fo. 

Cotton,  tobacco,  cocoa,  fugar,  and  fome  other 
produdions,  were  in  general  profperous  :  but  for 
^ant  of  hands  or  induftry,  thefe  articles  were  con- 
fined tp  an  inland  circulation.     There  is  nothing  but 
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BOO  K  jalap,  vanilla,  indigo,  and  cohineal,  which  conftitutes 
,  ^^'  ^  the  trade  of  New  Spain  with  other  nations. 
Of  the  col.  Jalap  is  one  of  the  purgatives  of  mod  frequent  yfe 
mc  of  ja-  Ij^  medicine.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  town  of 
Xalapa,  in  the  environs  of  which  it  grows  plentifully. 
Its  root,  which  is  the  only  part  in  ufe,  is  tuberofe^ 
large,  lengthened  out  into  the  form  of  a  French  tur- 
nip, white  on  the  infide,  and  fuU  of  a  milky  juice. 
The  plant  which  it  produces,  hath  been  for  a  long 
time  unknown.  At  prefent,  we  are  informed,  that 
it  is  a  fpecies  of  convolvulus,  refembling  in  its  ap- 
pearance that  of  our  hedges.  Its  Hem  is  climbing^ 
angular,  and  covered  with  a  flight  down.  Its  leaves, 
alternately  difpofed,  are  rather  large,  downy  on  the 
upper  fide,  and  wrinkled  on  the  under,  and  marked 
with  feven  coftae :  they  are  fometimes  entire  and  cor- 
'  diform,  fometimes  divided  into  feveral  lobes,  more  or 
lefs  diftind.  The  flowers,  which  grow  in  cluflers 
along  the  item,  have  a  calix,  acorn-like  at  its  bafe, 
deeply  divided  into  five  parts*  and  accompanied  with 
two  flowery  leaves.  The  corolla,  which  is  large  and 
campaniform,  whitifli  on  the  outfide,  and  of  a  dark 
purple  within,  fupports  five  white  flamina  of  unequal 
length.  The  german,  which  is  placed  in  the  middle, 
and  furmounted  with  a  fingle  ftyle,  becomes,  as  it 
ripens,  a  round  capfula,  enclofing  in  a  fingle  cell  four 
feeds  of  a  red  colour,  and  very  hairy. 

This  plant  is  not  only  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Xalapa,  but  alfo  among  the  fands  of  Vera-Crux. 
It  is  eafily  cultivated.  The  weight  of  the  roots  is 
from  twelve  to  twenty  pounds.  They  are  cut  into 
flices,  in  order  to  dry  ^em.  They  then  acquire  a 
brown  colour,  and  a  refinous  appearance.  The  tafte 
of  them  is  rather  acrid,  and  excites  a  naufea.  The 
bed  jalap  is  clofe,  refinous,  brown,  not  eafily  bro- 
ken,  and  iAflammable.  It  is  given  only  in  fmall 
dofes,  becaufe  it  is  an  adive  and  violent  purgative. 
Its  refinous  extrad,  made  with  fpirit  of  wine,  is  em- 
ployed for  the  fame  purpofes,  but  with  ftill  greater 
caution.     There  are  fevcn  thoufand  five  hundred 
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fluintals  of  this  root  confumed  annually  in  Europe,  book 
Vfhich  coft  972,000  livres  [40,541!.  13s.  4d,].  »   ^'  ^ 

The  vj^nilla  is  a  plant  which,  like  the  ivy,  grows  or  the  cui- 
to  the  trees  it  meets  with,  covers  theqi  almoft  entirely,  ^J^^^L*^ 
and  raifes  itfelf  by  their  aid.  Its  (lem,  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  little  finger,  is  greenilh,  fle(hy,  almol^ 
cylindrical,  knotty  at  intervals,  and  farmentofe«  a$ 
that  of  the  vine.  £ach  knot  is  furniflied  with  an  al- 
ternate leaf,  rather  thick,  of  an  ov^l  fhape,  eight 
inches  long  and  three  broad.  It  alfo  puflies  forth 
roots,  which,  per^tratiqg  the  b^ks  of  the  trees,  ex* 
trads  a  fufficient  degree  of  nouriflunent  from  them 
to  fupport  the  plant  for  fome  time  in  vigour,  whea 
by  accident  the  bottom  of  the  ftcm  happens  to  be 
damaged,  or  even  feparated  from  the  principal  root. 
This  ftem,  when  growq  to  a  certain  height,  branches 
put,  fpreads  fideways,  and  is  covered  with  clufters  of 
flowers,  rather  large,  whit^  on  the  infide,  and  green* 
ifh  without.  Five  of  the  divifions  of  their  cafix  are 
long,  narrow,  kqd  undulated.  The  fixth,  which  is 
more  internal,  appears  in  the  form  of  a  horn.  The 
piilil,  which  they  crown^  fupports  a  fingle  llamina. 
It  becomes,  as  it  ripens,  a  flefhy  fruit,  formed  like  a 
pod,  of  feven  or  eight  inches  long,  which  opens  into 
three  valves  loaded  with  fmall  feeds. 

This  plant  grows  naturally  in  uncultivated  land^ 
that  are  always  damp,  fometimes  under  water,  and 
covered  with  large  trees;  from  whence  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, that  fuch  a  kind  of  foil  is  the  fitteft  for  its 
cultivation.  In  order  to  multiply  it,  it  is  fufficient  to 
plant  at  the  foot  of  the  treeb  fome  branches  or  twigs, 
which  take  root  and  rife  up  in  a  ihort  time.  Some 
cultivators,  in  order  to  prefeve  their  plants  from  rot- 
ting, prefer  the  faftening  of  them  to  trees,  even  ct! 
the  height  of  a  foot  from  the  ground.  Thefe  plants 
foon  throw  out  filaments,  which  defcending  in  a  (Iraight 
line,  penetrate  into  the  earth,  and  form  roots  there. 

The  feafon  for  gathering  the  pods  begins  towanls 
the  end  of  September,  and  lafts  about  three  months. 
The  aromatic  that  is  peculiar  to  them  cannot  be  obi^ 
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3  o  o  K  tained  without  preparation.  This  preparation  con* 
^'*  J  fifts  in  threading  feveral  pods,  and  dipping  them  for 
a  moment  in  a  caldron  of  boiling  water  to  whiten 
them.  They  are  afterwards  fufpended  in  a  place  ex- 
pofed  to  the  open  air  and  to  the  rays  of  the  fun.  A 
thick  and  plentiful  liquor  then  diilils  from  their  extre- 
mity, the  exit  of  which  is  facilitated  by  a  Hight  pref- 
fure,  repeated  two  or  three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  In  order  to  retard  the  drying,  which  ought  to 
go  on  flowly,  they  are  rubbed  over  at  feveral  different 
times  with  oil,  which  preferves  theif  fupplenefs,  and 
keeps  them  from  infeds.  They  are  alfo  tied  round 
with  a  cotton  thread  to  prevent  them  from  opening. 
When  they  are  fufficiently  dried,  they  are  rubbed  in 
hands  anointed  with  oil,  and  they  are  put  into  a  pot 
that  is  varnifhed,  in  order  to  keep  them  frefh. 

This  is  all  that  is  known  of  the  vanilla,  which  is 
particularly  appropriated  to  perfume  chocolate ;  the 
iife  of  which  has  palTed  from  the  Mexicans  to  the 
Spaniards,  and  from  them  to  other  nations ;  and  even 
this  information,  which  we  have  obtained  concerning 
it,  is  entirely  modern,  and  owing  to  a  French  natu-* 
ralift.  It  is  not  polfible,  that  the  matters  of  this  part 
of  the  New  World,  notwithftanding  the  indifference 
they  have  hitherto  fhown  for  the  hiflory  of  nature, 
Ihould  not  have  better  information  upon  this  matter. 
If  they  have  not  communicated  it,  it  is  becaufe  they 
have  been  defirous  of  referving  this  production  ex- 
clufively  to  themfelves,  although  only  fifty  quintals 
of  it  are  annually  brought  to  Europe,  where  they 
are  not  fold  for  more  than  431,568  livres  [17,9821.]. 
The  time  will  come  when  this  matter  fhall  be  brought 
to  light,  and  then  the  vanilla  will  be  as  generally 
known  as  the  indigo  is  at  prefent. 

Of  Accui.      Xhe  indiffo  tree  is  a  flraight  and  rather  bufhy  plant. 

indigotrce.  From  Its  root  anfes  a  ligneous  brittle  ftem,  of  the 
height  of  two  feet,  branching  from  the  beginning, 
white  on  the  infide,  and  covered  with  a  greyifh  bark. 
The  leaves  are  alternate,  compofed  of  feveral  fmall 
leaves  difpofed  in  two  rows  along  >  common  cofla. 
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iRfhich  is  terminated  by  a  fingle  foliolum,  and  furnifh*  a  p  o  s 
^d  at  its  bafis  with  two  fmall  membranes  which  are  <  '* 
called  ftipulae.  At  the  extremity  of  each  branch  arife 
clufters  of  reddiih,  papilionaceous  flowers,  rather  fmall, 
and  compofed  of  a  number  of  petals.  The  ftamina^ 
to  the  number  of  fix,  and  the  piftil,  furmounted  with 
a  fingle  flyle,  are  arranged  as  they  are  in  moft  of  the 
herbaceous  flowers.  The  piAil  is  changed  into  a 
fmall  rounded  pod,  flightly  curved,  one  inch  in  length, 
and  a  line  and  a  half  in  breadth,  full  of  cylindrical^ 
ihining,  and  browniih  feeds. 

'  This  plant  requires  a  light  foil,  well  tilled,  and 
liever  deluged  with  water.  For  this  reafon,  fpot» 
are  preferred  which  are  floping,  becaufe  this  pofi- 
tion  preferves  the  indigo  plant  &om  the  flagnation  of 
the  rain,  which  might  deflroy  it,  and  from  inunda« 
tions,  that  might  cover  it  with  a  prejudicial  flime^ 
Low  and  flat  grounds  may  alfo  be  employed  for  this 
culture,  if  channels  and  ditches  are  made  to  draw  oflT 
the  waters,  and  if  care  be  taken  to  plant  them  only 
after  the  rainy  feafon,  which .  often  occafions  over- 
flowings. The  feed  is  fown  in  little  furrows  made  by 
the  hoe,  two  or  three  inches  in  depth,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  a  foot  from  each  other,  and  in  as  ilraight  a 
line  as  poffible.  Continual  attention  is  required  to 
pluck  up  the  weeds,  which  would  foon  choke  the 
plant.  Though  it  may  be  fown  in  all  feafons,  the 
fpriog  is  commonly  preferred.  Moifture  caufes  this 
plant  to  fhoot  above  the  furface  in  three  or  four  days. 
it  is  ripe  at  the  end  of  two  months.  When  it  begins 
to  flower,  it  is  cut  with  pruning-knives ;  and  cut 
again  at  the  end  of  every  fix  weeks,  if  the  weather 
be  a  little  rainy.  It  lafts  about  two  years,  after  which 
term  it  degenerates ;  it  is  then  plucked  up,  and  plant-^ 
ed  afreih. 

As  this  plant  foon  exhaufts  the  foil,  becaufe  it  does 
not  abforb  a  fufficient  quantity  of  air  and  dew  to 
moiften  the  earth,  it  is  of  advantage  to  the  planter 
to  have  a  vafl  fpace  which  may  remain  covered  with 
trees,  ti^  it  becomes  neceffary  to  fell  them,  in  order 
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to  o  tito  make  room  for  the  indigo ;  for  trees  are  to  be  coH^ 
3   ^^*     fid^red  as  fyphons,  by  means  of  which  the  earth  and 
^       air  reciprocally  connniHiicate  to  each  other  their  fluid 
and  vegetating  fubftance ;  fyphons,  into  which  the 
rapours  and  the  juices  being  alternately  drawh  up, 
are  kept  in  equilibrium.    Thus  while  the  fap .  afcend^ 
by  the  roots  to  the  branches,  the  leaves  draw  in  the 
air  knd  vapours,  which  circulating  through  the  fibred 
of  the  trde  ddicend  again  into  the  earth,  and  reilore 
to  it  in  dew  what  it  lofes  in  fap.    It  is  in  order  cd 
maintain  this  reciprocal  influence,  that  when  there 
ire  no  trdfis  to  preferve  the  fields  in  a  proper  ftate  for 
the  fowing  of  indigo,  it  is  cuftomary  to  cover  thoft 
which  are  exhaufted  by  this  plant  with  potatoes  or  ll- 
anos, the  creeping  btanches  of  which  preferve  the 
freftinefs  of  the  earth,  while  the  leaves^  when  btimt^ 
renew  its  fertility. 

Indigo  is  diftinguifbed  into  feveral  fpecies,  of  Whicif 
only  two  are  cultivated  :  the  true  indigo,  which  is  the 
fort  we  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  the  baftard  indi- 
go, which  differs  from  the  former,  in  having  a  much 
higher,  more  woody,  and  more  durable  fl:em ;  in  hav- 
.  ing  its  foliola  longer  and  narrower,  its  pods  mord 
curved,  and^  its  feeds  black.  Though  the  firft  be  fold 
at  a  higher  price,  it  is  ufually  advantageous  to  culti- 
vate the  other;  becaufe  it  is  not  fo  frequently  re- 
newed, is  heavier,  and  yields  more  leaves,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  is,  however,  lefs,  from  an  equal  quan- 
tity. The  firft  will  grow  in  many  different  foils :  the 
fecond  fucceeds  beft  in  thofe  which  are  mod  expoliHi- 
to  the  rain.  Both  are  liable  to  great  accidents  in- 
their  early  ftate.  They  are  fometimes  burnt  up  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  choked  by  a  web  with  Which 
they  are  furrounded  by  an  infeft  peculiar  to.thefe  re- 
gions. Sometimes  the  plant  becomes  dry,  and  is  de- 
ftroyed  by  another  very  common  infed: ;  at  other 
times,  the  leaves,  which  are  the  valuable  part  of  the 
plant,  are  devoured  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  by  caterpillars.  This  laft  misfortune,  which 
is  but  too  common,  hath  given  occafion  to  the  fayin^^ 
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that  the  planters  of  indigo  went  to  bed  rich,  and  rofe  book 
in  the  morning  totaUy  ruined.  ,    ^''  ^ 

.  This  produdion  ought  to  be  gathered  in  with  great 
precaution,  for  fear  of  making  the  farina  that  lies  on 
the  leaves,  and  which  is  very  valuable,  fall  off  by 
fhaking  it.  When  gathered,  it  is  thrown  into  the 
fteeping  vat,  which  i^a  large  tub  filled  with  water. 
Here  it  undergoes  a  fermentation,  which  in  twenty- 
four  hours  at  fartheft  is  completed.  A  cock  is  then 
turned,  to  let  the  water  run  into  the  fecond  tub,  cal- 
led the  mortar  or  pounding-tub.  The  fteeping-vat 
is  then  cleaned  out,)  that  freih  plants  may  be  thrown 
in  ;  and  thus  the  work  is  continued  without  inteN 
ruption. 

The  water  which  hath  run  into  the  pounding-tub, 
is  found  impregnated  with«  very  fubtile  earth,  which 
alone  conltitutes  the  dregs  or  blue  fubftance  that  is 
the  objedl  of  this  procefs,  and  which  mull  be  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ufelefs  fait  of  the  plant,  becaufe  this 
makes  the  dregs  fwim  on  the  furface.  To  efFed  this, 
the  water  is  forcibly  agitated  with  wooden  buckets 
that  are  full  of  holes,  and  fixed  to  a  long  handle. 
This  part  of  the  procefs  requires  the  greateft  precau- 
tions. If  the  agitation  be  difcontinued  too  foon,  the 
part  that  is  ufed  in  dying,  not  being  fufBciently  fe- 
pamted  from  the  fait,  would  be  loft.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  dye  were  to  be  agitated  too  long  after  the 
the  complete  feparation,  the  parts  would  be  brought 
together  again,  and  form  a  new  combination ;  and 
the  fait  re-ading  on  the  dregs  would  excite  a  fecond 
fermentation,  that  would  alter  the  dye,  fpoil  its  co- 
lour, and  make  what  is  called  burnt  indigo.  Thefe 
accidents  are  prevented  by  a  clofe  attention  to  the 
leaft  alterations  that  the  dye  undergoes,  and  by  the 
precaution  which  the  workmen  take  to  draw  out  a 
little  of  it  from  time  to  time  in  a  clean  veffeL  When 
they  perceive  that  the  coloured  particles  colled  by 
feparating  from  the  reft  of  the  liquor,  they  leave  off 
fhaking  the  buckets,  in  order  to  allow  time  to  the  blue 
dregs  to  precipitate  to  the  bottom  of  the  tub,  where 
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BOO  Kthey  are  left  to  fettle  till  the  water  is  quite  clear. 
^^  ,  Holes  made  in  the  tub  at  difFerents  heights  are  then 
opened  one  after  another,  and  this  ufelefs  water  is  let 
out. 

The  blue  dregs  remaining  at  thejbottom  having  ac- 
quired the  confidence  of  a  thick  muddy  liquid,  coc^s 
are  then  opened,  which  draw  it  off  into  the'  fettler. 
After  it  is  ftill  more  cleared  of  much  fuperfluous  water 
in -this  third  and  laft  tub,  it  is  drained  into  facks; 
from  whence,  when  water  no  longer  filters  through 
the  cloth,  this  matter,  now  become  of  a  thicker  con- 
fiftence,  is  put  into  chefts,  where  it  entirely  lofes  its 
moifture.  At  the  end  of  thrfee  months  the  indigo  is 
fit  for  falci 

It  is  ufed  in  wafhing  to  give  a  bluiih  colour  to 
linen :  painters  alfo  employ  it  in  their  water  colours  j 
and  dyers  cannot  make  fine  blue  without  indigo.  The 
ancients  procured  it  from  the  £all  Indies;  in  modern 
times  it  has  been  tranfplanted  into  America.  The 
cultivation  of  it,  fucceffively  attempted  at  different 
places,  appears  to  be  fixed  at  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Louifidna,  San  Domingo,  and  Mexico.  This 
laft  fort,  tvhich  is  the  moft  efteemed,  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Guatimala  indigo,  becaufc  it  grows  upon  the 
diftria  of  that  famous  city.  The  manner  in  which 
it  is  procured  is  worthy  of  Remark. 

In  thefe  beautiful  countries,  where  every  eftate  is 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  leagues,  in  extent,  a  part  of 
this  large  fpace  is  annually  devoted  to  the  culture  of 
indigb.  For  this  purpofe  it  is  fuflfecient  to  burn  the 
flirubs  which  cover  the  grounds,  and  carelefsly  to 
pafs  the  plough  once  over  them.  This  is  done  in  the 
month  of  March,  a  feafon  in  which  it  very  feldomi 
rains  in  this  delightful  climate.  A  man  on  horfeback 
then  Icatters  the  feed  of  the  plant,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  we  fow  corn  in  Europe.  No  one  then  pays 
any  attention  to  this  valuable  produiSlion,  till  the 
time  of  gathering  it. 

From  hence  it  happens  that  the  indigo  grows  in 
fome  places  and  not  in  others ;  and  that  the  indigo 
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Vfhicb  does  not  rife,  is   frequently  choked  by  the  book 
weeds,  from  which  it  might  have  been  preferved  by  .  ^''  ^ 
pulling  them  up  frequently.     Accordingly,  the  Spa-       ' 
niards  gather  lefs  indigo  from  an  extent  of  three  or 
four  leagues,  than  other  nations  do  from  a  few  acres 
of  land  carefully  managed  ;  and  their  indigo,  though 
much  fuperior  to  any  other,  is  not  yet  fo  perfed  as  it 
might  be.     Europe  receives  annually  fix  thoufand 
quintals  of  it,  which  coft  7,626,960  livres  [317,7901.]. 

This.profperity  would  infallibly  increafe,  if  the 
court  of  Madrid  were  to  enable  the  natives  to  culti- 
vate indigo  on  their  own  account.  This  perfonal  in- 
tereft,  thus  fubftituted  to  a  foreign  one,  would  ren- 
der  them  more  adive  and  more  intelligent ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  abundance  and  fuperiority  of  the 
Mexican  indigo,  would  in  time  exclude  that  of  the 
other  colonies  from  all  the  markets. 

The  cochineal,  to  which  we  owe  our  beautiful  of  the  cuU 
fcarlet  and  purple  colours,  has  not  ydt  been  found  q!^^  HJ^ 
anywhere  but  in  Mexico.  I  had  afferted,  from  the 
teftimony  even  of  the  beft  writers,  that  the  nature 
of  this  colour  was  not  known  before  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  Upon  fearching  into  the  originals, 
I  find,  that  Acofta,  in  1530,  and  Herrera,  in  i6oi, 
had  defcribed  it,  as  well  as  our  modern  naturalifis. 
I  therefore  retrad,  and  wifti  I  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  the  fame  with  regard  to  many  other 
things  I  have  written  of  the  Spaniards.  The  igno- 
rance of  travellers,  and  the  levity  with  which  they 
Gonfider  the  produdions  of  nature  in  all  its  kingdoms, 
is  the  reafon  that  natural  hiftory  is  fo  full  of  falfities, 
which  pafs  from  one  work  to  another,  and  which  are 
tranfmitted  from  age  to  age  by  authors  who  fuccef- 
fively  copy  each  other.  We  fcarce  give  ourfelves 
the  trouble  to  examine  what  we  think  we  are  well 
acquainted  with;  and  thus  it  is,  that  after  having 
propagated  enor,  the  tellimonies  which  delay  inqui- 
ries prolong  the  duration  of  it  ftill  more.  Another 
inconvenience  arifing  from  this  is,  that  philofophers 
lofe  time,  which  is  precious,  in  forming  fyftems  which 
Pol.  11.  E  e 
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BOOK  impofe  upon  us,  till  the  pretended  fadls  upon  whicht 
..^J    '.  they  were  founded  have  been  fhown  to  be  falfe. 

The  cochineal  is  an  infed:  of  the  fize  and  form  of 
a  bug.  The  two  fexes  are  diftind  as  in  moft  other 
animals.  The  female,  fixed  upon  a  point  of  the 
plant,  almoft  from  the  firft  inftant  of  its  birth,  re- 
mains always  attached  to  it  by  a  kind  of  trunk,  and 
prefents  to  the  eye  only  an  hemifpherical  crufl, 
which  covers  all  the  other  parts.  This  covering  is 
changed  twice  in  twenty-five  days,  and  is  fprinkled 
over  with  a  white  and  thick  dull,  which  is  imraifci- 
ble  with  water.  At  this  period,  which  is  that  of 
puberty,  the  male,  which  is  much  fmallcr,  and  more 
flightly  made,  iflues  out  of  a  farinaceous  tube,  bj 
means  of  wings  with  which  he  is  provided.  He  flut- 
ters  over  the  immoveable  females^  and  fixes  upon 
/  each  of  them.    The  fame  female  is  thus  vifited  by 

feveral  males,  who  periih  foon  after  fecundation. 
The  bulk  of  the  female  vifibly  enlarges,  till  a  drop 
of  liquid,  which  efcapes  from  under  her,  ihows  that 
the  eggs,  which  are  in  great  number,  will  foon  make 
their  appearance.  The  little  infeds  burft  their  co-  - 
•rering  at  the  time  of  their  birth,  and  feon  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  plant,  to  choofe  a  favourable  fpot 
to  fix  upon.  They  particularly  endeavour  to  ihelter 
themfelves  from  the  eaft  wind.  Accordingly,  the 
Ihrub  upon  which  they  live,  when  viewed  on  that 
fide,  appears  quite  green,  while  upon  the  oppofite 
fide,  which  the  infedts  have  preferred,  it  is  white.* 

This  Ihrub,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  nopal, 
or  Indian  fig,  is  about  five  feet  high.  Its  ftem  i* 
flefliy,  large,  flattened,  downy,  a  little  rough,  and  co- 
vered with  clufters  of  thorns,  regularly  difpofed  upon 
it  furface.  It  branches  out  very  much,  and  grows 
narrow,  as  well  as  its  branches,  at  every  point  of  ra- 
mification :  this  gives  to  each  portion  of  the  plant 
thus  made  narrow,  the  form  of  an  oval,  thick,  and 
thorny  leaf.  It  hath  no  other  leaves  but  thefe.  Its 
flowers,  Scattered  over  the  young  ftems,  are  compof- 
ed  of  a  fcaly  calix  which  fupports  feveral  petals  aad 
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ftamina.    The  piftil,  furmounted  with  a  fingle  ftyle,  book 
and  concealed  at  the  bottom  of  the  calix,  grows  along .    ^^  ^ 
with  it  into  a  fruit  that  is  fit  for  eating ;  it  refembles 
k  fig,  and  is  full  of  feeds,  fixed  iii  a  kind  of  reddiih 
pulp. 

There  are  feveral  fpecies  of  nopal.  Thofe  which 
have  a  fmooth  ftem,  with  a  number  of  thorns  placed 
too  clofe  to  each  other,  are  riot  fit  for  the  breeding  of 
the  cochineal.  Thefe  irtfedis  thrive  well  only  on  that 
fort  which  hath  few  thorns,  and  a  downy  furface  pro-  ^^ 

I>cr  to  gite  them  a  firmer  footing.  Wind  and  cold 
rain,  as  Well  as  too  much  damp,  are  injurious  to  the 
plant.  The  mode  of  lopping  the  trees  is  not  advan- 
tageous. It  is  better  to  replant  it  every  fli  years, 
by  putting  feverd  pieces  of  the  ftems  into  cavities  of 
fome  depth,  difpofed  in  a  Quincunx,  or  a  fquare,  at 
the  diftance  of  fix  or  eight  feet  from  each  other.  A 
fpot  thus  planted,  and  diilinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Nopdhry^  is  ufually  no  more  than  one  or  two  acres  iii 
extent,  feldom  three.  Each  acre  produces  as  much 
fts  two  quintals  of  cochineal,  arid  one  man  is  fufficient 
to  cultivate  it ;  he  muft  weed  frequently,  but  with 
precautioif,  iri  order  hot  to  difturb  the  infed,  which 
ivould  riot  furvive  if  it  Were  difplaced.  The  culti- 
vator muft  alfo  take  care  to  get  rid  of  the  animals 
that  would  defl:roy  the  plant ;  the  moft  formidable  of 
which  is  a  caterpillar,  which  makes  its  way  even 
through  the  infide  of  the  plant,  and  attacks  the  infe<9: 
Underneath. 

Eighteen  months  after  the  plantation,  the  nopal  is 
fcovered  with  cochineals ;  btit  in  order  to  diftribut^ 
them  more  regularly  over  the  whole  plant,  and  to 
prevent  them  from  irijuring  each  other,  from  their 
proximity,  finall  nefts,  made  of  the  outfide  rind  of  the 
tocoa,  open  to  the  weft,  and  filled  with  twelve *or 
fifteen  females  ready  to  lay  their  eggs,  are  fixed  td 
fpines  at  certain  diftances.  The  little  ones  which 
come  out,  fix  themfelves  on  the  nopal,  and  attain  to 
their  utmoft  growth  in  two  months,  which  is  the  li-. 
mited  duration  of  their  life.    They  are  then  gather- 
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B  o  o  K  ed  ;'  and  this  operation  is  renewed  every  two  months 
.    .y^'  .  from  Oftober  to  May.     The  crop  may  be  lefs  va- 
luable if  it  fliould  be  mixed  with  another  kind  of 
cochineal  of  a  lower  price,  or  if  there  be  a  great 
quantity  of  males,  which  are  in  little  eftimation,  be- 
caufe  they  are  tefs,  and  that  they  fall  off  before  the 
time.     This  crop  is  to  be  gathered  fome  days  before 
the  laying  of  the  eggs,  either  to  prevent  the  lofs  of 
the  eggs,  which  are  rich  in  colour,  or  to-  Wnder  the 
little  ones  from  fixing  upon  a  plant  which  is  already 
exhaufted,  and  muft  be  left  to  itfelf  for  a  few  months* 
Beginning  then  by  the  bottom  of  the  plant,  the  co- 
chineals ace  fucceifively  detached  with  a  knife,  and 
are  made  to  fall  into  a  baibn  placed  underneath,  one 
of  the  edges  of  which  being  flattened,  adapts  itfelf 
exadlly  to  the  plant,  which  is  afterwards  cleaned  with 
the  fame  knife>  or  with  a  clothe 

Immediately  before  the  rainy  feafon  comes  on,  i» 
order  to  prevent  the  total  deflxudion  of  the  cochi-- 
neals^  which  might  be  occafioned  by  the  unwhole- 
fomenefs  of  the  air,  the  branches  of  the  nopal^  loaded 
with  infant  infeds,  are  cut  off.  Thefe  branches  are 
laid  up  ifl'  the  houfes,  where  they  maintain  their 
freihnefs,  as  all  mucilaginous  plants  do.  Here  the 
cochineals  thrive  during  the  bad  feaibn.  As  fbon  as 
that  is  paffed,  they  are  placed  on  the  trees,  where  the 
vivifying  freflinefo  of  the  air  foon  makes  them  pro- 
pagate. 

The  wild  cochineal,  a  different  fpecies  from  the 
fine,  or  meftcque  cochineal,  we  have  been  fpeaking 
of,  but  cultivated  in  the  fame  places>  and  on  the 
fame  plant,  does  not  require  as  much  care  and  pre- 
caution ;  it  is  a  more  hardy  infed,  and  bears  the  in- 
juries of  the  air  better.  The  crop  of  it  is  confe- 
qtfently  lefs  variable  in  the  produce,,  and  may  be  ga- 
thered all  the  year.  This  infed  differs  from^  the  other, 
inafmuch  as  it  is  more  voracious,  lefe  abounding  in 
colour,  and  enveloped  in  a  kind  of  cotton,  which  it 
extends  two  lines  all  round  it.  This  fpecies  multi^ 
plies  more  readily,  fpreads  further  and  fafter  without; 
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-any  affiftance  ;  fo  that  a  nopalry  is  foon  covered  with  b  o  p  k 
them.  As  its  produce  is  more  certain,  as  its  price  is  ,  ^* 
equivalent  to  two  thirds  of  that  of  the  finer  fort,  and 
as  it  propagates  upon  all  the  fpecies  of  nopal,  it  may 
be  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  but  feparateiy ;  becaufe, 
if  it  were  placed  near  the  other,  it  would  ftarve  it^ 
and  the  other  might  alfo  be  fmothered  under  the  down. 
This  fpecies  is  aUb  found  in  Peru,  upon  a  very  prickly 
nopal,  which  is  extremely  -common  there. 

As  foon  as  the  cochineals  are  gathered,  they  are 
plunged  in  hot  water  to  kill  them.  There  are  dif- 
ferent ways  of  drying  thenu  The  beft  is,  to  expofe 
them  te  the  fun  for  feveral  days,  by  which  means 
they  acquire  a  red  brown  colour,  which  the  Spaniards 
-call  renegrida.  The  fecond  method  is  to  put  them  ill 
an  oven,  where  they  affumc  a  greyifh  colour  (Ireaked 
with  -veins  of  purple,  which  hath  given  them  the 
•name  oi  jaj^eada.  But  the  moll  imperfed,  which  is 
what  the  Indians  mell  generally  pradtife,  confifts  in 
-putting  them  on  plates  along  with  their  cakes  of 
maize  :  in  which  procefs  they  are  frequently  burnt, 
and  are  caHed  negm. 

Though  the  cochineal  be  clafled  in  the  animal 
3cingdom,  the  fpecies  of  all  ot-hers  the  moll  likely  to 
corrupt,  yet  it  never  fpoik.  Without  any  other  care 
than  merely  that  of  keeping  it  in  a  box,  it  hath  been 
preferved  in  all  its  virtue  for  ages. 

This  valuable  pfodu<!tion  woidd  probably  fucceed  in 
different  parts  of  Mexico ;  but  hitherto  fcarce  any 
befide  the  province  of  Oaxaca  hath  ferioufly  attended 
to  it.  The  crops  hav.e  been  more  plentiful  upon  a 
barren  foil,  which  is  beneficial  to  the  nopal,  than 
\ipon  a  foil  naturally  fertile ;  they  have  experienced 
•lefs  accidents  in  an  agreeably  mild  expofure,  than  in 
places  where  the  heat  and  cold  were  more  fenfibly 
felt.  The  Mexicans  were  acquainted  with  the  cochi- 
neal before  the  deftrudion  of  their  empire.  They  made 
life  of  it  to  paint  their  houfes,  and  to  dye  their  cot- 
ton. We  read  in  Herrera,  that,  as  early  as  the  year 
•1523,  the  minillry  fent  orders  to  Cortezto  encourage 
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B  o  o  K  the  cultivation  of  it.  The  conquerors  rcjeded  tl^ 
,  ^  .  kind  of  labour^  as  they  defpifed  every  other,  and.  it 
was  configned  entirely  to  the  Indians.  They  are  th^ 
only  perfons  who  ftill  carry  it  on  ;  though  too  fre- 
quently with  funds  advanced  by  the  Spaniards,  upon 
terms  more  or  lefs  ufurious.  The  produce  of  their 
induftry  is  all  conveyed  to  the  capital  of  the  province, 
which  is  like  wife  named  Oaxaca. 

This  town,  to  which  there  are  beautiful  roads  lead* 
ing  up,  and  where  a  perpetual  fpring  prevails,  rifes 
in  the  midft  of  a  fpacious  plain,  covered  witli  agree- 
able hamlets  and  well  cultivated.  The  ftreets  are  wide, 
run  in  a  ftraight  line,  and  conflil  of  houfes  that  are 
rather  low,  but  conftruded  in  a  pleaftng  manner. 
The  fquares,  the  aquediid,  and  the  pubhc  edifices, 
are  executed  in  a  g9od  tafte*  There  are  fome  ma- 
nufadtures  of  iilk  and  cotton ;  and  the  merchandife 
of  Afia  and  of  Europe  is  in  general  ufe.  We  bav^ 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  travellers,  v^hom  par- 
ticular circumftances  had  led  to  Oaxaca,  Th^  have 
uniformly  aflured  us,  that  of  all  the  fettlements  form^ 
cd  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  New  World,  this  was  th^ 
one  in  which  the  fpirit  of  fociety  h^d  made  the  great- 
eft  progrefs.  Thefe  feveral  advantages  appear  to  bq 
the  refult  of  the  cochineal  trade. 

Exclufive  of  what  is  cpnfumed  by  America  and 
the  Philippines,  Europe  receives  annually  four  thou- 
fand  quintals  of  fine  cochineal,  two  hundred  quintals 
of  granilla,  a  hundred  quint^s  of  cochineal  duft,  and 
three  hundred  quintals  of  the  m]d  cochineal,  which, 
when  brought  into  its  ports,  are  fold  for  8,610,140 
livrcs  [358,755!.  i6s.  8d.]. 

This  rich  article  hath  been  hitherto  cultivated  only 
for  the  profit  of  Spain.  M.  Thierry,  a  French  bo- 
tanift,  in  defiance  of  more  dangers  than  can  be  ima- 
gined, hath  taken  it  away  from  Oaxaca  itfelf,  and 
tranfplanted  it  to  San  Domingo,  where  he  cultivates 
^t  with  a  degree  of  perfeverance  worthy  of  the  cou- 
rage which  animated  him  in  obtaining  it.  His  firflt 
attempts  have  fucceeded  beyond  his  cxpedations,  and 
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there  is  every  reafon  to  hope  that  the  fequel  will  an-  b 
fwer  to  this  fortunate  beginning.  May  this  fpecies  of 
cultivation,  as  well  as  others,  extend  itfelf  ftill  fur- 
ther, and  engage  the  attention  of  other  nations  I  Are 
we  not  all  brethren,  all  children  of  one  common  fa- 
ther,  and  are  we  not  all  called  to  fulfil  the  fame  def- 
tiny  ?  Is  it  neceflary  that  I  fhpuld  thwart  the  pro- 
fperity  of  my  fellow  creature,  becaufe  nature  .  hath 
placed  a  river  or  a  mountain  between  him  and  me  ? 
Doth  this  barrier  authorife  me  to  hate  and  to  perfecute 
him  ?  How  many  calamities  hath  this  exclulive  pre- 
jdiledion  for  particular  focieties  brought  upon  the 
globe,  and  how  many  more  will  it  ftill  occafion  in 
future,  unlefs  found  philofophy  fhould  at  length  en- 
lighten the  minds  of  men,  too  long  beguiled  by  fac- 
titious fentiments  ?  My  voice  is  certainly  too  feeble 
to  difiipate  the  delufion.  But  fome  writers  will  un- 
doubtedly arife,  whofe  reafoning  and  eloquence  will^ 
fooner  or  later,  perfuade  future  generations,  that 
mankind  is  of  greater  concern  to  us  than  one*s  coun- 
try ;  or  rather,  that  the  felicity  of  the  one  is  intimate- 
ly conneded  with  the  happinefs  of  the  other.   ' 

To  the  great  exportations  we  have  been  mention- 
ing, we  muft  add  the  following  articles  that  are  fent 
from  Mexico  :  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
quintals  of  logwood,  which  produce  112,428  livres 
[46841.  I  OS.]  ;  three  hundred  and  ten  quintals  of  a 
fpecies  of  Brafil  wood,  which  produce  4266  livres 
[i  77I.  1 5s.] ;  forty-feven  quintals  ofcarminc,  which  pro- 
duce 8i,ooolivres  [3375I.] ;  fix  quintalsof  tortoife-lhell^ 
which  produce  24,300  livres  [loial.  ios.]j  forty- 
feven  quintals  of  aronotto,  which  produce  21,600  li- 
vres [900L]  ;  thirty  quintals  of  farfaparilla,  which  pro- 
duce 4147  livres  [172I.  15s.  lod.];  forty-four  quin- 
tals, of  balfam,  which  produce  45,920  livres  [Z913L 
6s.  8d.]  ;  five  quintals  of  dragon's  blood,  which  pro- 
duce 270  livres  [ill.  5s.];  and  one  hundred  hides 
with  the  hair  on,  which  produce  1620  livres  [67I. 

lOS.] 

But,  as  if  nature  had  not  yet  done  enough  for 
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BOOK  Spain,  in  granting  to  her,  alraoft  gratuitoufly,  all  th^ 
,  ^j'    .  treafures  of  the  earth,  which  other  nations  cannot  ob- 
tain without  the  hardeft  labour,  fhe  hath  alfo  beftowed 
upon  her,  efpecially  at  Mexico,  gold  and  filver,  which 
are  the  vehicle  or  reprefentative  of  every  produce. 
Of  the  Such  is  the  dominion  which  thefe  ihining  and  fatal 

S!e  ainfi?^  metals  have  over  us,  that  they  have  counterbalanced 
the  infamy  and  execration  which  the  plunderers  of 
America  juftly  deferved.  The  names  of  Mexico, 
Peru,  and  Potofi,  no  longer  make  us  fhudder  j  and 
yet  we  are  men  !  Even  at  this  day,  when  the  fpirit 
of  juftice  and  the  fentiments  of  humanity  are  incul- 
cated in  all  our  writings,  and  are  become  the  invari- 
able rule  of  our  judgments  ;  a  navigator,  who  fliould 
come  into  our  ports  with  a  veflel  laden  with  riches 
avowedly  obtained  by  methods  equally  barbarous, 
would  land  amidft  the  general  acclamations  of  the 
multitude.  Where  is  then  that  wifdorp,  which  is  fo 
much  the  boaft  of  the  prefent  age  ?  What  is  then 
that  gold,  which  removes  from  us  the  idea  of  vice, 
and  prevents  us  from  feeling  that  fenfe  of  horror 
which  the  Ihedding  of  blood  naturally  impreffes  us 
with  ?  There  are  undoubtedly  fome  advantages  an- 
nexed to  a  medium  of  exchange  between  nations,  to 
an  external  reprefentation  of  all  forts  of  value,  to  a 
common  eftimate  of  all  labours.  But  would  not  great- 
er advantages  have  been  obtained,  if  nations  had  con- 
tinued in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  detached  from  each 
other,  ignorant  and  hofpitable,  than  thus  to  have  be- 
come corrupted  with  the  moft  ferocious  of  all  paf- 
fions  ? 

The  origin  of  metals  hath  not  always  been  well 
underftood.  It  was  long  thought  that  they  were  as 
old  as  the  creation.  It  is  now  beUeved,  with  greater 
reafon,  that  they  are  formed  fucceffively.  In  faft, 
it  is  impoffible  to  doubt,  that  nature  is  continually  in 
adion,  and  that  flie  exerts  herfelf  with  as  much  power 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  in  the  regions  of  the 
Iky. 

Every  metal,  according  to  the  chemifts,  hath  for 
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its  principle  an  eartli  which  conftitutes  and  is  pecu-  book 
liar  to  it.     It  prefents  itfelf  to  us,  fometimes  in  the .    ^''    ^ 
form  that  characterizes  it,  and  fometimes  under  vari* 
ous  appearances,  when  it  requires  a  degree  of  habit 
and  fkill  to  recognize  it.    In  the  firft  cafe  it  is  called 
native,  in  the  fecond  mineralized  ore. 

Metals,  whether  native  or  mineralrzed,  are  fome- 
times fcattered  by  fragments  in  beds  of  earth  that  are 
horizontal  or  inclined.  But  this  is  not  the  place  of 
their  origin.  They  have  been  conveyed  thither  by 
great  volcanos,  floods,  and  earthquakes,  which  arc 
continnally  fubverting  our  miferable  planet.  They 
are  commonly  found,  fometimes  in  regular  veins,  and 
fometimes  in  detached  mafles,  within  the  rocks  and 
mountains  where  they  are  formed. 

According  to  the  conje6tures  of  naturalifts,  from 
thefe  large  caverns  which  are  perpetually  heated  there 
arife  continual  exhalations.  Thefe  fulphureous  and 
faline  liquors  aft  on  the  metallic  particles,  attenuate 
and  divide  them,  and  put  them  in  motion  within  the 
cavities  of  the  earth.  They  unite  again  ;  and  then, 
becoming  too  heavy  to  fupport  themfelves  in  the  air, 
they  fall,  and  are  heaped  up  one  upon  another.  If, 
in  their  feveral  motions,  they  have  not  met  with  other 
bodies,  they  form  pure  metals ;  which  they  do  not, 
if  they  happen  to  have  been  combined  with  foreign 
fubftances. 

Nature,  which  feems  to  have  intended  to  conceal 
thefe  metals,  hath  not  been  able  to  fecrete  them  from 
the  avidity  of  man.  From  repeated  obfervations,  we 
are  led  to  difcover  the  places  vhere  there  are  mines. 
They  are  ufually  found  in  mountains,  where  plants 
grow  with  difficulty,  and  foon  fade  ;  where  trees  are 
fmall  and  crooked ;  where  the  moifture  of  dews,  rains, 
and  even  fnows,  is  foon  dried  up ;  where  fulphureous 
and  mineral  exhalations  arife  ;  where  the  waters  arc 
impregnated  with  vitriolic  falts ;  and  where  the  fands, 
contain  metallic  particles.  Though  each  of  thefe 
marks,  feparately  confidered,  be  ambiguous,  it  feldoii\ 
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9  o  o  K  happens,  when  all  of  them  are  united,  but  that  the 

^  y'*  >  earth  contains  fome  mine. 

But  what  are  the  terms  on  which  we  extrad  this 
treafure  or  jthis  poifon  from  thofe  caverns  where  na- 
ture had  concealed  it  J^  We  muit  pierce  rocl^s  to  an 
immenfe  depth;  we  muft  dig  fubterraneons  chan- 
nels, to  carry  off  the  waters  which  flow  in  and  me* 
nace  us  on  every  fide  ;  we  muft  convey  into  immenfe 
galleries  the  wood  of  whole  forefts  cut  into  props ; 
we  muft  fupport  the  vaults  of  thefe  galleries  againft 
the  enormous  weight  of  the  earth  which  perpetually 
tends  to  fill  them  up,  and  to  bury  in  their  ruins  thofe 
avaricious  and  prefumptaous  men  who  conftrude4 
them ;  we  muft  dig  canals  and  aqueduds  ;  we  muft 
invent  hydraulic  machines  of  aftoniftiing  and  various 
powers,  and  all  the  feveral  kinds  of  furnaces;  we 
muft  hazard  being  fufibcated  o^  o^fumed  by  a  va- 
pour which  takes  fire  from  the  glimmering  flame  of 
the  lamps,  without  which  the  work  could  not  be  car- 
ried on ;  and  we  muft  at  laft  perifti  by  a  confump- 
tion,  which  reduces  human  life  to  one  half  of  its  du- 
ration. '  If  we  confider  how  many  obfervations,  ex- 
periments, and  trials,  all  thefe  works  imply,  we  ftiaU 
carry  the  origin  of  the  world  finr  beyond  its  knowA 
antiquity.  To  ftiow  us  the  gold,  iron,  copper,  tin, 
and  filver,  ufed  in  the  earlieft  ages,  is  to  amufe  u$ 
with  an  idle  ftory  which  can  only  impofe  upon  chil- 
dren. 

When  the  labour  of  mineralogy  is  finiflied,  that 
of  metallurgy  begins.  Its  objed  is  to  feparate  me- 
tals from  each  other,  and  to  detach  them  from  the 
extraneous  bodies  which  envelope  them. 

In  order  to  feparate  the  gold  from  the  ftones  which 
contain  it,  it  is  fufficient  to  break  them  in  pieces  and 
reduce  them  to  powder.  The  matter  thus  pulverized 
is  afterwards  triturated  with  quickfilvcr,  which  com- 
bines itfelf  to  this  precious  metal,  but  without  form-  ^ 
ing  any  union,  either  with  the  rock,  or  fand,  or  even 
the  earth,  wbich  were  mixed  with  it.     By  means  ot 
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^re^  the  mercury  is  afterwards  diftilled,  which,  on  b  o  o  k 
feparating,  leaves  the  gold  at  the  bottom  of  the  vef- .       ',,y 
fel  in  the  ftate  of  a  powder  which  is  purified  in  the 
coppel.    Native  filver  requires  no  other  preparations. 

But  when  filver  is  combined  with  other  fubftances, 
or  with  metals  of  a  different  nature*  great  knowledge 
^nd  confummate  experience  are  requite  to  purify  it. 
Every  circumftance  authorifcs  us  to  think  that  this 
art  is  unknown  in  the  New  World.  It  is  alfo  ge- 
nerally acknowledged,  that  the  miners  of  Germany 
and  Sweden  would  find,  in  a  mine  that  hath  already 
been  worked,  more  wealth  than  the  Spaniard  had 
been  able  to  extrad  from  it.  They  would  enrich 
themfelves  by  mines,  which,  through  want  of  IkiU, 
have  been  rejeded  as  infufficient  to  defray  the  cx- 
pences  of  working  them^ 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Caftilians,  the  Mexicans 
had  no  gold  except  what  the  torrents  detached  from 
the  mountains ;  they  had  flill  lefs  filver,  becaufe  the 
chances  that  might  bring  it  into  their  hands  were  in- 
iBnitely  lefs  frequent.  Tbcfe  metals  were  not  employ, 
ed  by  them  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  but  only  as 
Dbjeds  of  ornament,  or  of  mere  curiofity.  They  were 
Jittle  attached  tp  them.  Accordingly,  they  laviflied 
the  fmall  quaiitity  they  bad  of  them  upon  a  foreign 
people,  who  made  them  their  idol ;  and  they  call  it 
at  the  feet  of  their  horfes,  who,  while  they  were  ■ 
chewing  the  bit,  feemed  as  if  they  were  feeding  up- 
on them.  But  when  hoftilities  had  commenced  be- 
tween the  two  natiomi^  and  in  proportion  as  the  ani- 
mofities  increafed,  thefe  perfidious  treafures  were  part- 
ly thrown  into  the  lakes  and  rivers,  in  order  to  de- 
prive an  implacable  enemy  of  them,  who  feemed  to 
have  croflTed  fo  many  feas  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  obtain  the  pofleffion  of  them«  It  was  particular- 
ly in  the  capital  and  its  neighbourhood  that  this  prac- 
tice was  adopted.  After  the  empire  was  fubdued,  the 
conquerors  went  all  over  it,  in  order  to  fatisfy  their 
ruling  paflion.  The  temples,  the  palaces,  the  private 
houfes,  and  even  the  meaneft  hovels,  were  ranfack* 
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B  o  o  Ked  and  pillaged.     This  fource being  exhaufted,  it  be-. 

^    ^''    .  came  neceflary  to  have  recoulrfe  to  the  mines. 

Thofe  from  which  the  greateft  expedations  could 
be  formed,  were  fituated  in  countries  which  had  not 
yet  fubmitted  to  the  Mexican  ycke.  Ntmo  de  Guf- 
man  was  commiffioned,  in  1530,  to  reduce  them  to 
fubjedion.  The  advantages  which  this  commander 
derived  from  an  illuftrious  name,  did  not  prevent 
him  from  furpafl5ng  in  barbarity  all  the  adventurers 
who  had  previoufly  deluged  the  unfortunate  plains 
of  the  New  World  with  blood.  Trampling  upon 
millions  of  carcafes,  he  fucceeded,  in  left  than  two 
years,  m  eftablifhing  a  very  extenfive  dominion,  from 
which  the  audience  of  Guadalaxara  was  inftituted. 
This  was  always  the  part  of  New  Spain  the  moft 
abounding  in  metals.  Thefe  riches  are  more  efpeciaL- 
1y  common  in  New  Galicia,  in  New  Bifcay,  and  chief- 
ly in  the  country  of  Zacatecas.  From  the  midft  of 
thefe  arid  mountains  is  drawm  the  greateft  part  of 
thofe  eighty  millions  of  iivres  [3,333,333!.  '^s.  8d.j 
which  are  annually  coined  in  the  mints  of  Mexico. 
The  internal  circulation,  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  nation- 
al iflande,  and  the  contraband  trade,  abforb  near  one 
half  of  this  fpecie.  The  mother  country  receives 
44,196,047  of  thefe  Iivres  {1,841,5011.  19s.  ad.],  to 
which  we  muft  add,  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty-four  quintals  of  copper,  which  are  fold  in  Eu- 
rope for  453,600  Iivres  [18,900!.]. 

In  the  earlieft  periods  after  the  conqueft,  all  the 
payments  were  made  with  ingots  of  filver,  and  With 
•pieces  of  gold,  the  weight  and  value  of  which  had 
Teceived  the  fan^lion  of  government.  The  neceflity 
of  having  -a  regular  kind  of  coin  was  foon  felt  j  and 
towards  the  year  1542,  thefe  original  metals  were 
converted  into  coins  of  different  fizes.  Some  copper 
coins  were  even  ftricken,  but  the  Indians  rejeded 
them.  When  they  were  compelled  to  receive  them, 
they  ufed  to  throw  them,  with  contempt,  into  the 
lakes  and  rivers.  In  lefs  than  a  year's  time,  the 
«JK>UAt  of  more  than  a  Hiillion  of  this  coin  difap- 
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Ipeared ;  and  it  became  neceflary  to  give  up  a  raediurti  book 
of  exchange,  which  di%ufted  the  lowcir  clafe  of  peo-  ,  ^''  , 
ph.  ~  . 

Although  the  breeding  of  cattk,  cultivation,  and 
the  working  of  the  mines,  have  not  been  carried 
nearly  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfedion  as  they  would 
infallibly  have  been  by  ^n  active  people,  yet  the  ma- 
nufadure^  are  ftill  in  a  worfe  ftate.  Thofe  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  are  very  general ;,  but  as  they  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Indians,  Meftees,  and  M ulattoes, 
and  that  they  ferve.  only  for  the  clothing  of  the  mid- 
dling clafs  of  people,  they  are  inconceivably  imper- 
fed.  Some  better  kinds  have  been  made  only  at 
Quexetaeo,  where  tolerably  fine  woollen  cloths  are 
manufadured.  But  it  is  particularly  in  the  province 
of  Tlafcala  that  the  works  are  carried  on  with  fpirit. 
The  pofition  of  this  province  between  Vera  Crux 
and  Mexico,  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  the  beau- 
ty  of  the  country,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  have 
attradted  there  moft  of  the  workmen  who  have  paf-  j 
fed  from  the  Old  to  the  New  World.  Thefe  manu- 
fadures  have  produced  fucceffively  filk-ftuffs,  ribands^ 
gold  and  iilver,  and  other  laces,  and  hats,  which  have 
been  confumed  by  fuch  of  the  Meilees  and  Spaniards 
as  were  not  able  to  pay  for  the  merchandife  brought 
from  Europe.  Los  Angeles,  an  extenfive,  rich  and 
populous  town,  is  the  centre  of  this  bufinefs.  All 
the  earthen  ware,  and  moft  of  the  glaflfes  and  cryftals 
that  are  fiold  in  the  empire,  come  from  its  manufac- 
tures. The  government  hath  even  fire-arms  made 
there. 

The  indolence  of  the  people  inhabiting  New  Spain,  what  is  *• 
muft  be  one  of  the  piincipal  caufes  that  have  retard-  '«»fo?  *^ 
ed  the  profperity  of  this  celebrated  region,  but  it  is  haSnot 
not  the  only  one ;  and  the  difficulty  of  cummimication  ^^^ 
muft  have  added  greatly  to  this  want  of  adivity.  The  fll^kjf 
circulation  of  trade  is  continually  ftopped,  by  all  the 
pbftacles  that  can  have  been  fuggefted  by  an  unjuft 
and  rapacious  adminiftration.    There  are  at  moft  but; 
two  rivers  able  to  bear  e^en  fmall  canoes^  and  nei< 
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BOOK  ther  of  them  pofleiTes  this  advantage  in  all  fealbo^; 

^  ^^'  There  are  but  few  traces  of  roads  even  near  the  great 
'  towns;  in  every  other  part  the  provifions  opmerchan- 
dife  can  only  be  conveyed  upon  the  back  of  mules,  and 
every  thing  that  is  brittle  upon  the  heads  of  the  In- 
dians. In  mod  of  the  provinces,  the  price  which' 
the  traveller  is  to  pay  for  lodging,  for  horfes,  for 
guides,  and  for  provifions,  is  regulated  by  the  police  j 
and  this  cuftom,  however  barbarous  it  play  be  thought, 

t's  ftill  preferable  to  what  is  praAifed  m  places  whertf 
iberty  fcems  to  be  more  refpefted. 

Thefe  obftacles  to  public  profperity  have  been  in- 
creafed  by  the  feVere  yoke  under  which  oppreffive 
matters  held  the  Indians,  upon  whom  all  the  harci 
labour  was  impofed.  This  evil  is  become  more  con- 
iiderable  from  the  diminution  of  the  hands  employed 
to  ferve  the  cupidity  of  the  Europeans. 

The  firft  fteps  of  the  Caftilians  Jit  Mexicd  were, 
marked  with  blood.     The  capiagcJ  extended  itfelf 
<luring  the  memorable  fiege  of  the  city  ;  and  it  was 
carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  excefs,  in  the  expedi- 
tions that  were  undertaken  to  fubdue  defperate  peo- 
ple who  had  endeavoured  to  break  their  chains.    The 
introdudion  of  the  fmall-pox  increafed  the  depopula- 
tion, which  was  ftill  augmented  foon  after,  by  the 
epidemic  difeafes  of  1545  and  1576,  the  firft  of  which' 
deprived  the  empire  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  in- 
habitants,  and  the  fecond,   of  two  millions,  if  we 
choofe  to  adopt  the  calculations  of  the  credulous  and 
exaggerating  Torquemada.     It  is  even  demonftrated, 
that  without  any  accidental  caufe,  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  hath  been  infenfibly  reduced  to  a  very 
few.     According  to  the  regifters  of  1600,  there  were' 
five  hundred  thoufand  tributary  Indians  in  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Mexico;  and  in   1741,  there  remained  ntf 
more  th^n  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eleven.     In  the  diocefe  of  Los  Angeles 
there  were  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand ;  and 
there  remained  no  more  than  eighty-eight  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  forty.    In  the  diocefe  of  Oaxacaf 
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there  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoutand  ;  and  there  b  o  o  i^ 
remained  no  more  than  forty-four  thoufand  two  hun- .    -^^    r 
dred  and  twenty-two.    We  do  not  know  the  changes 
that  have  happened  in  the  diocefes  of  the  fix  other 
churches ;  but  it  is  probable  that  they  have  been  the 
fame  every  where. 

The  cuftom  which  prevailed,  and  ftill  prevails, 
among  the  Spaniards,  Meftees,  Mulattoes,  and  Ne- 
groes, frequently  to  take  wives  from  among  the  In- 
dians, while  no  one  female  of  thefe  branches  hath 
ever,  or  fcarce  ever,  chofe  hufbands  from  among  them, 
hath  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  diminution  of 
this  race :  but  the  efFeft  of  this  circumftance  muft 
have  been  rather  confined ;  and  if  we  be  not  deceiv- 
ed, cpnfequences  much  more  extenfive  have  been 
produced  by  a  fyftem  of  permanent  tyranny. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  the  population  of  the  natives  diminifhed, 
that  of  the  foreigners  increafed  in  a  very  remarkable 
degree  of  progrefEon.  In  1600,  the  diocefe  of  Mex- 
ico reckoned  no  more  than  feven  thoufand  of  thefe  • 
families;  and  in  1741,  their  number  was  raifed  to 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  eleven.  The  diocefe  of  Los  Angeles  reckoned  . 
only  four  thoufand,  and  thefe  were  raifed  to  thirty 
thoufand  fix  hundred.  The  diocefe  of  Oaxaca  com- 
puted only  a  thoufand  ;  and  thefe  were  raifed  to  fe- 
ven thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix.  The  an- 
cient inhabitants,  however,  have  been  but  imperfed- 
ly  replaced  by  the  new  ones.  The  cultivation  of  the  . 
lands,  and  the  working  of  the  mines,  were  the  ordi- 
nary occupation  of  the  Indians.  The  Spaniards,  the 
Meftees,  the  Mulattoes,  and  even  the  blacks,  have 
moft  of  them  difdained  to  attend  to  thefe  great  ob- 
jeds  :  feveral  of  them  live  in  a  ftate  of  idlenefs.  A 
ftill  greater  number  of  them  devote  a  few  moments 
to  the  arts  and  to  commerce.  The  reft  are  employ- 
ed in  the  lervice  of  the  rich. 

It  is  particularly  in  the  capital  of  the  empire  that 
ire  are  difgufted  with  this  laft  circumftance.    The  in- 
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BOOK  habitants  of  Mexico,  who  for  fome  time  had  reafoa 
.  •  .  to  doubt,  whether  the  Caftihans  were  a  fet  of  robbers, 

or  a  conquering  people,  faw  their  capital  almofl  to^ 
tally  deftroyed  by  the  cruel  wars  that  were  carried 
on  in  it.  Cortex  foon  rebuilt  it  in  a  ftyle  very  fupe- 
rior  to  that  in  which  it  appeared  before  this  cata^ 
ftrophe. 

The  city  rifes  in  the  niidft  of  a  great  lake,  the 
banks  of  which  exhibit  fortunate  fituations,  which 
would  be  delightful  if  nature  were  a  little  aflifted  by 
the  efforts  of  art.  Upon  the  lake  itfelf,  the  eye  be« 
holds  with  fatisfadion  a  number  of  floating  iflands. 
Thefe  are  rafts  formed  by  weeds  interwoven  with  each 
other,  and  fufficiently  folid  to  bear  thick  layers  of 
earth,  and  even  dwellings  hghtly  conftruded.  Some 
Indians  live  there,  and  cultivate  a  plenty  of  vegcta-s 
bles.  Thefe  Angular  gardens  do  not  always  occupy 
the  fame  fpace.  Their  fituation  is  changed,  wheu 
this  alteration  fuits  the  poffeflbrs. 

Very  wide  banks  raifed  upon  piles  lead  up  to  the 
city.  Five  or  fix  canals  conyey  all  the  produdions 
of  the  country  to  its  centre,  and  in  it  its  moft  beau* 
tiful  parts.  A  wholefome  water,  which  is  derived 
from  a  mountain  at  the  diftance  only  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  toifes,  is  diftributed  in  all  the  houfes,  and 
even  to  all  the  different  ftories,  by  means  of  aque- 
duds  very  well  contrived. 

The  air  of  this  city  is  very  temperate :  woollen 
clothing  may  be  worn  there  ail  the  year.  The  leaft 
precautions  are  fufficient  to  prevent  any  inconvenien-* 
ces  from  the  heat.  Charles  V.  aflced  a  Spaniard,  on 
his  arrival  from  Mexico,  how  long  the  interval  was 
there  between  fummer  and  winter  ?  yu/l  as  fc/^f ,  re- 
pUed  he  with  great  truth  and  wit,  as  it  takes  to  pafi 
Ota  ofjun/bine  into  thejhade. 

The  advantage  which  this  city  hath  of  being  the 
capital  of  New  Spain,  hath  fucceflively  multiplied  its 
inhabitiants.  In  1777,  the  number  of  births  amount- 
ed to  five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen,  and 
that  of  burials  to  five  thoufand  and  eleven ;  from 
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whence  we  may  conclude,  that  its  population  is  not  book 
much  inferior  to  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  All  ^^' 
the  citizens  are  not  opulent,  but  feveral  of  them  are,  '  ^ 
perhaps,  more  fo  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe, 
Thefe  riches,  very  rapidly  accumulated,  foon  had  a 
remarkable  influence.  Mod  of  the  materials,  which 
in  other  parts  were  of  iron  or  copper,  were  here  made 
of  lilver  or  gold.  Thefe  brilliant  metals  were  ufed 
as  ornaments  for  the  fervants,  for  the  horfes,  for  the 
moft  common  furniture,  and  employed  for  the  mean- 
eft  purpofes.  The  manners,  which  always  follow  the 
courfe  of  luxury,  were  raifed  to  the  fame  romantic 
train  of  magnificence.  The  women,  within  their 
houfes,  were  attended  by  thoufands  of  flaves,  and 
did  not  appear  in  public  without  a  retinue,  which 
amongft  us  is  referved  for  the  majefty  of  the  throne. 
To  thefe  extravagances  the  men  added  ftill  greater 
profufions,  which  they  lavifhed  upon  the  negro  wo- 
men,  whom  they  raifed  pubUcly  to  the  rank  of  their 
miftrefles.  The  luxury  fo  inordinate  in  the  common 
actions  of  life,  furpafled  all  bounds  upon  occaHon  of 
the  leaft  feftival.  The  general  and  prevailing  pride 
was  then  in  commotion,  and  every  individual  lavifti- 
ed  millions  to  juftify  his  own.  The  crimes  neceflary 
to  fupport  thefe  extravagances  were  previoufly  expi- 
ated ;  for  fuperftition  declared  every  man  holy  and 
juft,  who  bellowed  large  fums  upon  the  churches. 

Every  circumftance  bore  the  mark  of  an  oftenta* 
tion  hitherto  unknown  in  the  two  hemifpheres  ;  the 
inhabitants  were  no  longer  fatisfied  with  a  decent 
dwelling,  fituated  in  wide  and  even  ftreets.  Moft  of 
them  required  hotels,  the  extent  of  which  was  fupe- 
nor  to  either  their  convenience,  or  their  elegance. 
Public  edifices  were  multiplied,  without  recalling  to 
the  mind  of  any  man  the  profperous  days  of  archi- 
tedure,  or  even  of  the  beft  Gothic  times.  ,  The  prin- 
cipal fquares  had  all  the  fame  form,  the  fame  regu- 
larity, and  the  fame  kind  of  fountain,  with  ornaments 
executed  without  tafte.  Trees  that  were  ill  chofen, 
^  and  of  a  dirty  appearance,  deprived  the  walks  of  the 
Fbl.IL  Ff 
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K  ornaments  which  they  might  have  received  from  aVe* 
nues  well  diilributed^  and  from  water-works.  Among 
the  fifty-five  convents  which  had  been  founded  by  a 
fpirit  of  creduhty  worthy  of  pity,  there  were   very 
few  of  them  which  did  not  create  difguft  from^  the 
faults  of  their  conftru6lion. ,  The  numberleis  temple», 
in  which  the  treafures  of  the  whole  globe  were  heap^ 
ed  up,  were  generally  devoid  of  majefty,  and  were 
not  calculated  to  infpire  thofe  who  frequented  them 
with  ideas  and  fentiments  worthy  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  whom  they  came  to  adore.    Among  this  mul- 
tiplicity of  immenfe  buildings,  there  are  but  two  that 
are  worthy  of  fixing  the  attention  of  the  traveller. 
One  is.  the  palace  of  the  viceroy,  where  the  tribunals 
of  juftice  are  alfo  holden,  where  the  coin  is  ftricken, 
and  where  the  quickfilver  is  depofited.     The  people, 
who  were  driven  to  defpair  by  famine,  burnt  it  in 
1692.     It  hath  been  fince  rebuilt  upon  a  better  plan. 
It  is  a  fquare  with  four  towers,  and  is  feven  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  fix  hundred  and  ninety 
in  breadth.      The   cathedral,  begun  in   1573,    and 
finifhed  in  1667,  would  equally  do  honour  tathe  beft 
artifts.     It  is  four  hundred  feet  in  length,  by  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  in  breadth,  and  hath  coft 
9,460,800  livres  [394,260!.].     Unfortunately,  thefc 
edifices  are  not  fo  folid  as  it  might  be  wiflied  they 
were. 

We  have  feen,  that  Mexico  was  fituated  upon  a 
confiderable  lake,  divided  by  a  narrow  flip  of  land 
into  two  parts,  the  one  filled  with  fweet  water,  the 
other  with  fait.  Thefe  waters  appear  equally  to  flow 
from  a  high  mountain  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
city,  but  with  this  diflference,  that  the  fait  waters 
muft  neceflarily  traverfe  fome  mines  which  commu- 
nicate this  quality  to  them.  But  befide  thefe  regu- 
lar  fprings,  there  exift,  a  little  further  oflf,  four  fmall 
lakes,  which  in  tempefl:uous  feafons,  fometimes  dif-^ 
charge  themfelves  into  the  great  one  with  deftruftivc 
violence. 
The  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  city  bad  always 
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bfeen  expofed  to  inundations,  which  made  them  pur-  book 
chafe,  at  a  very  dear  rate,  the  advantages  they  ac- .  7^'  y 
quired  from  the  fituation  they  had  chofen  to  fix  the 
centre  of  their  power  upon.  .To  the  calamities  infe- 
parable  from  thefe  too  frequent  overflowings,  the  con- 
querors experienced  the  additional  difappointment 
of  feeing  their  heavier  buildings,  though  raifed  upon 
piles,  fink,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  from  four  to  fix 
inched}  in  a  foil  that  had  not  firmnefs  enough  to  fup- 
port  them. 

Attempts  were  made,  at  different  times,  to  turn 
afide  thefe  dreadful  torrents  :  but  the  diredors  of 
thefe  great  works  had  not  fufficient  flcill  to  employ 
the  moft  effedual  means;  nor  were  the  fubaltera 
agents  fufficiently  zealous  to  fupply,  by  their  efforts, 
the  want  of  capacity  in  their  chiefs. 

The  engineer  Martines  conceived,  in  1607,  the 
idea  of  a  great  canal,  which  appeared  in  general  pre- 
ferable to  all  the  methods  purfued-  before  that  pe- 
riod. In  order  to  defray  the  expences  of  this  projedi 
the  government  required  the  hundredth  part  of  the 
value  of  the  houfes,  lands,  and  merehandife  ;  a  fpe- 
cies  of  impofl  unknown  in  the  New  World.  Four 
hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  Indiaas  were  employed,  during  fix  years, 
at  this  work ;  and  the  undertaking  was  afterwards 
judged  to  be  impradicible. 

The  court,  wearied  with  the  diverfity  of  opinions, 
and  the  troubles  they  occafioned,  decreed,  in  1631, 
that  Mexico  fhould  be  abandoned,  and  that  a  new 
capital  Ihould  bfe  eredled  on  lome  other  fpot.  The 
fpirit  of  avarice,  which  objected  to  the  leall  facrificej 
that  of  libidioufhefs,  which  was  afraid  of  having  its 
plcafures  interrupted  ;  and  that  of  indolence,  which- 
ftiuddered  at  the  idea  of  trouble  ;  all  the  paffions,  in 
a  word,  united  themfelves  to  oblige  the  miniftry  to 
change  their  rfefolutibns  ;  and  they  prevailed. 

Upwards  of  a  century  pafTed  away  before  the  go- 
gernment  attended  to  the  duty  of  preventing  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  which  the  people  were  inceffantly  cool- 
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BOOK  plaining.  At  length  their  attention  ^vas  roufed.  In 
^^  1763,  it  was  refolved  to  cut  a  mountain,  in  which 
fome  excavations  only  had  till  that  time  been  made ; 
and  the  waters  have  fince  had  as  free  a  paflage  as 
the  public  fecurity  required.  The  commercial  body 
have  undertaken  this  great  work  for  the  fum  of 
4,320,000  livres  [ 1 8o,oool.].  They  even  agreed  to 
pay  whatever  additional  expences  this  labour  might 
be  attended  with,  and  that  if  there  were  any  favings, 
they  Ihould  be  applied  to  the  profit  of  the  treafuiy. 
This  generofity  hath  not  been  a  virtue  of  mere  often- 
tation.  The  merchants  have  expended  1,890,000 
livres  [78,7501.]  in  rendering  this  fervice  to  their 
country. 

Other  works  are  meditated.  The  project  of  dry- 
ing up  the  great  lake  that  furrounds  Mexico  feems 
to  be  at  a  fland ;  and  perfons  of  the  art  require 
8,100,000  hvres  [337f50ol.3  to  complete  the  new  plan 
in  a  proper  manner.  This  is  a  large  fum«  But  what 
is  money,  when  the  bufinefs  is  to  make  the  air  whole- 
fonie,  to  preferve  the  lives  of  men,  or  to  increafe  pro- 
tifions  ?  What  infinite  good  would  the  rulers  of  the 
world  do,  and  how  much  will  they  be  honoured,  when 
the  gold  which  they  lavilh  in  inordinate  luxury,  upon 
greedy  favourites,  or  in  idle  caprices,  Ihall  be  confc- 
crated  to  the  improvement  of  their  empire  !  An  airy 
hofpital,  conftruded  with  (kill  and  carefully  mana- 
ged ;  the  abolition  of  beggary,  or  the  employing  of 
indigent  perfons;  the  paying  off  of  the  national  debt; 
a  moderate  tax,  diftributed  with  equity ;  the  refor- 
mation of  the  laws,  by  the  compofition  of  a  clear  and 
fimple  code ;  fuch  inftitutions  would  raife  their  glory 
to  a  higher  pitch  than  magnificent  palaces ;  than  the 
conqueft  of  a  province,  after  a  number  of  vidlories ; 
than  all  the  bronzes,  all  the  marbles,  and  aU  the  in- 
fcriptions  of  flattery. 

If  the  court  of  Madrid,  who  have  the  greateft  rea- 
fon  to  entertain  fuch  hopes,  fhould  do  for  Mexico 
what  they  have  propofed,  they  will  foon  fee  this  fa- 
mous city  become  the  feat  of  government,  the  place 
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of  the  mint,  the  refidence  of  the  mod  extenfive  pro-  book 
prietors,  the  centre  of  all  important  affairs ;  they  will ,  ^'* 
behold  it  foaring  to  a  ftill  greater  height,  communis 
eating  to  the  provinces  mider  its  dependence  the  im- 
.  pulfe  it  Ihall  have  received,  giving  energy  to  induf- 
try,  increaling  internal  circulation,  and,  by  a  necef- 
iary  confequence,  extending  and  multiplying  its  fo- 
reign connexions. 

That  which  Mexico  hath  formed  with  the  Philip-  connec 
pines,  is  the  moft  notorious  of  all  thofe  it  maintains  Ij?"'.°^ 
through  the  channel  of  the  South  Sea.  wiS'the 

When  the  court  of  Madrid,  whofe  ambition  in-^|J^" 
creafed  with  their  profperity,  had  conceived  the  plan  ^"^ 
of  forming  a  great  eftablifliment  in  Afia,  their  atten- 
tion was  ferioufly  engaged  in  confidering  of  expe- 
dients to  enfure  it  fuccefs.  This  projeX  was  necef- 
farily  attended  with  great  difficulties.  The  riches  of 
America  fo  powerfully  attraded  the  Spaniards,  who 
confented  to  a  voluntary  exile,  that  it  did  not  appear 
poffible  to  engage  even  the  n^oft  wretched  of  them 
to  fettle  at  the  Philippines,  unlefs  it  w^re  agreed  to 
give  them  a  fhare  in  the  treafures  of  thofe  iflands. 
This  facrifice  was  refolved  upon.  The  rifing  colony 
was  authorifed  to  fend  every  year  into  America  India 
goods,  in  exchange  for  metals. 

This  unreftrained  freedom  was  attended  with  fuch 
important  confequences,  that  the  jealoufy  of  the  mo- 
ther-country was  excited.  Tranquillity  was  in  fome 
meafure  reftored,  by  reftraining  a  commerce,  which 
was  thought  to  be,  and  which  really  was,  immenfe. 
The  trade  that  was  to  be  allowed  in  future,  was  di- 
vided into  twelve  thoufand  equal  ihares.  Every  head 
of  a  family  was  to  have  one,  and  perfons  in  office  a 
number  proportioned  to  their  rank.  Religious  com- 
munities were  included  in  this  arrangement,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  their  credit^  and  the  opinion  that 
was  entertained  of  their  utility. 

The  veflels  which  fet  out  at  firft  from  the  ifland  of 
Cebu,  and  afterwards  from  the  ifland  of  Luconia, 
<)riginally  took  the  route  of  Peru.   The  length  of  this 
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K  voyage  was  prodigious.  Trade-winds  were  difcover-* 
edy  which  opened  a  much  fhorter  palTage  to  Mexico  ; 
this  branch  of  commerce  was  tranfaded  on  its  coaft^ 
where  it  was  fettled. 

A  veffel  of  aljout  two  thoufand  ton  burden  is  dif- 
patched  every  year  from  the  port  of  Manilla.  Accord- 
ing to  the  laws  at  prefent  in  force,  and  which  have  fre- 
quently been  varied,  this  fhip  ought  not  to  carry  more 
than  four  thoufand  bales  of  merchandife,  and  yet  it 
is  laden  with  at  leaft  double  that  quantity.  The  ex- 
pences  of  building,  of  fitting  out,  and  of  the  voyage^ 
which  are  always  infinitely  more  confiderable  than 
they  ought  to  be,  are  fupportcd  by  the  government, 
which  receives  no  other  indemnification  than  75,000 
piaftres  or  405,000  livres  [16,8751.]  per  veffel. 

The  departure  of  it  is  fixed  for  the  month  of  July. 
After  having  cleared  a  multitude  of  iflands  and  rocks, 
which  are  always  troublefome,  and  fometimcs  dan- 
gerous, the  galleon  fleers  northward  as  far  as  the 
thirtieth  degree  of  latitude.  There  the  trade-winds 
begin  to  blow,  which  convey  it  to  the  place  of  its 
deftination.  It  is  generally  thought,  that  if  it  pro- 
ceeded further,  it  would  meet  with  ftronger  and  more 
regular  winds,  which  would  haften  its  courfe  :  but  the 
commanders  are  forbidden,  under  the  heavieft  penal- 
ties, to  go  out  of  the  track  that  hath  been  marked 
out  to  them. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  reafon  that  hath  prevented 
the  Spaniards,  during  the  cqurfe  of  two  centuries, 
from  making  the  leaft  difcovery  upon  an  oce^n,  which 
would  have  offered  fo  many  objefts  of  inftrudUon  and 
advantage  to  more  enlightened  and  lefs  qircumfpe<9^ 
nations.  The  voyage  lafts  fix  months,  becaufe  the 
veffel  is  over- flocked  with  men  and  merchandife,  and 
that  all  thofe  that  are  on  board  are  a  fet  of  timid  na- 
vigators, who  never  make  but  little  way  during  the 
night-time,  and  often,  though  without  neceffity,  makq 
none  at  all. 

The  port  of  Acapulco,  where  the  veffel  arrives, 
hath  two  inlets,  feparated  ftom  each  other  by  a  (maU 
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ifland :  the  entrance  into  tbem  in  the  day  is  by  means  book 
of  a  fca-breeze,  and  the  faiUng  out  in  the  night-time  ,   ^^ 
is  efTedted  by  a  land-breeze.     It  is  defended  only  by       ^ 
a  bad  fort,  fifty  foldiers,  forty-two  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  thirty- two  of  the  corps  of  artillery.     It  is  equally 
extenfive,  fafe,  and  commodious.     The  bafon  which 
forms  this  beautiful  harbour  is  furrounded  by  lofty 
mountains,  which  are  fo  dry,  that  they  are  even  def- 
titute  of  water.     Four  hundred  families  of  Chinefe, 

«  Mulattocs,  and  Negroes,  which  compofe  three  compa- 
nies  of  militia,"  are  the  only  perfons  accuftomed  to 
breathe  the  air  of  this  place,  which  is  burning,  heavy, 
and  unwholefome.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in 
this  feeble  and  miferable  colony  is  confiderably  in- 
ereafed  upon  the  arrival  of  the  galleons,  by  the  mer- 
chants fropi  all  the  provinces  of  Mexico,  who  come 
to  exchange  their  filver  and  their  cochineal,  for  the 
fpices,  muilins,  china,  printed  linens,  filks,  perfumes, 
and  gold  works  of  Afia.  ' 

At  this  market,  the  fraud  impudently  begim  in  the 
-Old  World,  is  as  impudently  completed  in  the  New. 
The  ftatutes  have  limited  the  fale  to  2,700,000 
livres  [iia,50ol.],  and  it  exceeds  10,800,000  livres 
[400,0001.].  All  the  money  produced  by  thefe  ex- 
changes ftiould  give  ten  per  cent,  to  the  government : 
but  they  are  deprived  of  three- fourths  of  the  revenue 
which  they  ought  to  colled  ^  from  their  cuftoms,  by 
falfe  entries. 

After  flaying  here  about  three  months,  the  galleon 
refumes  its  courfe  to  the  Philippine  iflands,  with  a 
few  companies  of  infantry,   deftined  to  recruit  the 

'  garrifon  of  Manilla.  This  veffel  hath  been  intercept- 
ed in  its  paflage  three  times  by  the  Englifh.  It  was 
taken  in  1587  by  Cavendifh,  in  1709  by  Rogers,  and 
in  1742  by  Anfon.  The  leaft  part  of  the  riches  with 
which  it  is  laden  remains  in  the  colony ;  the  reft  is 
diftributed  among  the  nations  which  had  contributed 
to  form  its  cargo. 

The  long  paflage  which  the  galleons  had  to  make, 
had  made  it  a  defirable  thing  to  have  a  port  where 

Ffuij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


456  HISTORY  or  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  tjicy  might  refit  and  take  in  refrelhments.  Such  a  port 

VI*      was  found  on  the  road  from  Acapulco  to  the  Philip^ 

'     '       pines,  in  an  Archipelago  known  by  the  name  of  the 

Marianne  iflands. 
Defcripdon     Thcfc  iflands  form  a  chain  which  extends  from  the 
pf  the  M>.  J 2th  to  the  2^d  degree.     Several  of  them  are  nothing 
iflandfc      more  than  rocks  :  biit  there  are  nine  of  them  which 
dw^at""   ar^  ^^  ^^^^  extent.     There  it  is  that  nature,  in   all 
have  been  her  richijcfs  and  beauty,  difplays  a  perpetual  ver- 
pbfMircd  in  ^yj,g  .  abounds  in  flowers  of  an  exquifite  odour,  in 
waters  as  clear  as  cryilal,  falling  into  cafcades ;  in 
trees  loaded  with  flowers  and  fruits  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  pidlurefque  fituations  which  art  will  never  imi- 
tate. 

In  this  Archipelago,  which  is  fituated  under  the 
torrid  zone,  the  air  is  pure,  the  iky  ferene,  and  the 
climate  temperate. 

It  was  formerly  inhabitated  by  numbers  of  people, 
the  origin  of  whom  nothing  remains  to  indicate.  They 
were  undoubtedly  tj^rown  on  thefe  coafts  by  fome 
'  ftorm ;  but  this  event  muft  have  happened  fo  long 

ago,  that  they  had  forgotten  their  origin,  and  thought 
themfelves  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

Some  cuftoms,  moft  of  them  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
other  favages  of  the  South  Sea,  ferve  them  inftead  of 
a  form  of  worfhip,  of  a  code  of  laws,  and  of  a  fyftem 
pf  government.  They  pafled  their  days  in  perpetual 
indolence ;  and  it  was  to  the  bananas,  to  the  cocoa* 
nuts,  and  efpecially  to  the  rima,  that  they  owed  this 
misfortune  or  advantage. 

The  rima,  mentioned  by  fome  travellers  imder  the 
pame  of  the  bread- tree,  is  not  yet  well  known  to  the 
botanifts.  It  is  a  tree,  the  ftem  of  which,  that  is 
high  and  fliraight,  is  divided  towards  its  top  into  fe^ 
veral  branches.  Its  leaves  are  alternate,  large,  firm, 
thick,  and  deeply  finuated  towards  their  lateral  edges, 
The  youngeft  of  them,  before  they  unfold  themfelves, 
are  enclofed  in  a  membrane  which  dries  up,  and  when 
k  falls,  leaves  a  circular  impreffion  round  the  ftem. 
They  yield,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of  the  tree,  a 
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very  vifcous,  milky  fluid.  From  the  axilla  of  the  b 
fuperior  leaves,  a  fpongy  fubftance  is  produced,  fix 
inches  in  length,  and  covered  all  over  with  male 
flowers,  very  ciofe  to  each  other.  Lower  down,  other 
fubftances  are  found,  loaded  with  female  flowers,  the 
pillil  of  which  becomes  an  elongated  berry  filled  with 
a  kernel.  Thefe  berries,  which  are  fupported  u)pon 
one  common  axis,  aire  fo  clofe  to  eich  other,  that  they 
are  confounded,  and  form,  by  their  aflemblage,  a 
very  large  fruit,  ten  inches  in  length,  and  befet  with 
thick,  fhort,  and  blunted  points.  It  appears  that  there 
are  two  fpecies  or  varieties  of  the  rima.  The  fruit  of 
one  of  them  is  pulpy  on  the  infide,  and  full  of  ker- 
nels, which  are  good  for  eating,  and  which  have  the 
figure  and  tafte  of  the  chefnut.  The  fruit  of  the 
other  fpecies  is  fmaller :  it  hath  no  kernels,  becaufe 
thefe  come  to  nothing  when  it  is  perfedlly  ripe.  The 
pulp  of  it  is  foft,  fweetifti,  and  unwholefome.  But 
when  it  is  gathered  a  little  before  it  is  ripe,  it  hath 
the  tafte  of  the  artichoke,  and  is  eaten  as  bread,  from 
whence  it  hath  been  called  the  Bread  Fruit.  Thofe 
who  wifh  to  keep  it  one  or  more  years,  cut  it  into 
flices,  and  dry  it  in  the  oven,  or  in  the  fun. 

There  are  three  things  which  appear  worthy  of 
remark  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Marianne  iflands. 

The  ufe  of  fire  was  totally  unknown  there.  None 
of  thofe  terrible  volcanoes,  the  deftrudlive  traces  of 
which  are  indelibly  marked  on  the  face  of  the  globe ; 
none  of  thofe  celeftial  phenomena  which  frequently 
light  up  devouring  and  unexpeded  flames  in  all  cli- 
mates ;  none  of  thofe  fortunate  occurrences,  which, 
by  fridion  or  collifion,  extrad  brilliant  fparks  from 
fuch  a  number  of  bodies  :  nothing,  in  a  word,  had 
given  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  Marianne 
iflands  the  leaft  idea  of  an  element  fo  familiar  to 
other  nations.  It  was  neceflary  that  the  refentment 
of  the  firft  Spaniards  that  arrived  upon  thefe  favage 
coafts,  fliould  bum  fome  hundreds  of  their  huts,  ii| 
•rder  to  make  them  acquainted  with  it. 

This  ufe  of  fire  was  little  calculated  to  give  them 
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K  a  £ivourable  idea  of  it,  or  to  make  tbem  wifh  to  fee 
it  appear  again.    Accordingly,  they  took  it  for  an 
animal  which  fixed  itfelf  to  the  wood,  and  fed  upon 
it.    Thofe  whom  their  ignorance  of  fo  new  an  objedl 
had  induced  to  come  near  it,  having  burnt  themfelves, 
their  cries  infpired  the  reft  with  terror,  fo  that  they 
did  not  dare  to  look  at  it  but  at  a  great  diftance. 
They  dreaded  the  bite  of  this  wild  bcaft,  whom  they 
thought  capable  of  wounding  them  by  the  mere  vio- 
lence of  its  refpiration.     They  recovered,  however, 
by  degrees  from  the  conftemation  with  which  they 
had  been  feized :  their  miftake  was  gradually  removed, 
and  they  at  length  accuftomed  themfelves  to  the  ufe 
of  this  valuable  advantage,  of  %^hich  all  other  known 
people  had  been  in  poflefiion  from  time  immemorial. 

Another  circumftance  worthy  of  attention  is  the 
fuperiority  which  the  weaker  fex  had  afiumed  over 
the  ftronger  in  the  Marianne  iflands.  Such  was 
their  afcendant,  that  the  women  there  enjoyed  unli- 
mited power  in  their  families ;  that  nothing  could  be 
parted  without  their  confent,  and  that  they  had  the 
free  difpofal  of  every  thing";  that  in  no  inftance,  even 
that  of  infidelity  publicly  acknowledged,  it  was  per* 
mitted  to  be  wanting  in  the  attentions  that  were  due 
to  them ;  that  how  little  foever  they  themfelves  might 
judge  their  hufbands  to  be  deficient  in  mildnefs,  com- 
plaifance,  and  fubmiffion,  they  were  at  hberty  to 
make  a  new  choice ;  and  that  if  they  thought  them- 
felves betrayed,  they  might  pillage  the  hut,  and  cut 
down  the  trees  of  the  traitor,  or  make  their  relations, 
or  companions,  commit  the  fame  havock. 

But  how  could  fuch  ftrange  cuftoms  have  been 
cftablifhed,  and  have  taken  root  ?  If  we  credit  an- 
cient or  modern  accounts,  the  men  of  this  Archipe- 
lago were  black,  ugly,  and  deformed  ;  they  had  moft 
of  them  a  difgufting  cutaneous  difeafe,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  daily  ufe  of  the  bath.  The  women,  on  the 
contrary,  had  a  tolerably  clear  complexion,  regular 
feature$,  an  eafy  air,  fome  graces,  and  a  tafte  for 
finging  and  dancing.    It  is  not  therefore  furprifing 
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that  with  all  thefe  means  of  pleafing,  they  Ihould  b 
have  acquired  an  abfolute  empire,  which  cannot  be 
ihaken.  It  is  truly  extraordinary,  that  there  Ihould 
have  been  any  countries,  and  efpecially  favage  re- 
gions, where  a  difference  fo  marked'  hath  been  found 
between  the  two  fexes.  The  unanimity  of  hiftorians  up- 
on this  point,  will  probably  never  fiience  the  doubts 
that  naturally  ^rife  in  the  mind  from  fo  improbable 
^n  account. 

'  The  united  teftimonies  of  any  number  of  writers, 
(cannof  ^  prevail  againft  a  well-known,  general,  and 
conftantlaw  of  nature.  We  know,  that  in  every 
part,  except  ^t  the  Marianne  iilands,  the  woman  hasi 
been  found,'  a3  flie  oifght  to  be,  fubjedt  to  the  man. 
In  order  to  induce  me  to  believe  this  exception,  it 
muft  be  fupporte^  by  another ;  which  is,  that  in  this 
region,  the  womep  were  fuperior  to  the  men,  not  only 
in  underftanding,  bqt  even  ii)  bodily  flxength.  If  I 
be  not  aflured  of  one  pf  thefe  fafts,  I  fhall  deny  the 
other ;  unlefs,  howeyer,  forpe  f^iperftitious  tenet  have 
rendered  their  perfons  facred.  For  there  is  nothing 
which  fuperilition  doth  not  alter,  no  cuftom,  however 
monftrous,  which  it  doth  not  eftablifli,  no  crimes  to 
which  it  doth  not  lead,  no  facrifices  which  it  doth 
pot  obtain.  If  fuperilition,  at  the  Marianne  iflands, 
declares  to  man,  It  is  the  \yill  of  God  that  thou 
Ihouldft  cringe  before  woman;  \ie  wUl  not  fail  to 
cringe  to  her.  Beauty,  talents,  and  wit,  in  aU  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  whether  favage  or  civ^izcd,  will 
induce  a  man  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  a  wo- 
man :  but  thefe  advantages  peculiar  to  fome  women, 
cannot  eftablifh  in  any  part  a  general  fyftem,  of  the 
tyranny  of  the  weaker  fex  over  the  flronger.  The 
jnan  commands  the  woman,  even  in  thofe  countries 
where  the  woman  commands  the  nation.  The  phe- 
nomenon, at  the  Marianne  iilands,  w6uld  be  in  the 
fyftem  of  moraUty,  the  fame  as  the  equihbrium  of 
two  unequal  weights,  fufpended  to  levers  of  equal 
length,  would  be  in  the  fyftem  of  philofoph^.  No 
kind  of  autl^ority  ought  to  induce  us  Xo  believe  an^ 
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K  abfurdity.  But  it  may  be  urged,  that  the  womea 
may  have  deferved  this  authority  on  account  of  fome 
important  fervices,  the  memory  of  which  may  have 
been  loft.  Supposing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  the  men 
would  foon  hare  forgotten  the  gratitude  they  might 
have  Ihown  in  the  firft  inftance. 

The  third  remarkable  thing  in  the  Marianne  iflands, 
was  ^  profs ^  or  canoe,  the  Angular  form  of  which  hath 
always  attraded  the  attention  of  moft  enlightened 
navigators. 

Thefe  people  refided  in  iflands  feparated  from  each 
other  by  confiderable  diftances.  Although  they  had 
neither  the  means  nor  the  defire  of  making  exchanges, 
yet  they  wifhed  to  communicate  with  each  other. 
They  fucceeded  in  this  defign  with  the  affiftance  of 
a  veflel,  entirely  fafe,  though  very  fmall :  a  veflel  fit 
for  every  naval  evolution,  notwithftanding  the  fimpli- 
city  of  its  conftrudion ;  and  fo  eafily  managed,  that 
three  men  were  fufficient  for  all  the  manoeuvres ;  a 
veflel,  which  received  the  winds  fideways,  a  circum- 
ilance  abfolutely  neceflary  in  thefe  latitudes ;  which 
had  the  unparalleled  advantage  of  going  and  return-^ 
ing,  without  ever  tacking  about,  and  merely  by  fliift- 
ing  the  fail ;  a  veflel,  in  a  word,  fo  expeditious,  that 
it  ran  twelve  or  fifteen  knots  in  lefs  than  an  hour, 
and  that  it  fometimes  went  fafter  than  the  wind.  All 
connoifleurs  acknowledge,  that  this  profs ^  which  is  cal- 
led  jifym^,  on  account  of  its  lightnefs,  is  the  moft  per- 
feft  kind  of  boat  that  hath  ever  been  contrived ;  and 
the  invention  of  it  cannot  be  difputed  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Marianne,  iflands,  fince  the  model  of 
it  hath  never  been  found  in  any  fea  in  the  world.  If 
it  were  reafonable  to  decide  upon  the  genius  of  a  na- 
tion, from  one  fingle  diftinft  art,  we  could  not  avoid 
having  the  greateft  opinion  of  thefe  favages,  who, 
with  coarfe  utenfils,  and  without  the  affiftance  of 
iron,  have  obtained  effedls  at  fea,  which  the  moft  en- 
lightened people  have  not  been  able  to  procure  to 
themfelves  from  a  multiplicity  of  contrivances.  But 
in  or4er  to  determine  with  judgment  on  this  matter, 
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k  would  require  other  proofs   than  a  fingle  talent,  B  o  o  K 
which  chance  may  have  fupplied ;  and  thefe  proofs ,    ^'* 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  hiftory. 

The  Marianne  iflands  were  dilcovered  in  1521  by 
Magellan.  This  celebrated  navigator  called  them  the 
Ladrone  Iflands,  becaufe  their  favage  inhabitants, 
who  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of  the  right  of  property, 
which  is  unknown  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  dole  from  on 
board  their  (hips  fome  trifles  which  tempted  their  cu- 
riofity.  The  Spaniards  neglefted,  for  a  long  time,  to 
fix  themfelves  in  this  Archipelago,  where  there  were 
none  of  thofe  rich  mines  that  excited  their  cupidity. 
It  was  only  in  1668,  that  the  ftiips  which  flopped 
there,  from  time  to  time,  in  their  paflage  from  Mexi-> 
CO  to  the  £aft  Indies,  landed  a  few  miflionaries  on 
thefe  iflands.  Ten  years  after  this,  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid thought  that  they  did  not  gain  a  fufficient  num« 
ber  of  fubjeds  by  the  means  of  perfuafion ;  and  they 
fupported  the  fermons  of  their  mifllonaries  with  a  mi^ 
litary  force. 

Savages*  living  by  themfelves,  and  guided  by  a 
wild  inftind ;  to  whom  the  bow  and  the  arrow  were 
even  unknown,  and  whofe  only  weapon  of  defence 
was  a  large  flick  :  fuch  favages  could  not  refift  the 
European  arms  and  troops.  Neverthelefs,  moft  of 
them  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  put  to  death  rather 
than  they  would  fubmit«  A  great  number  of  them 
were  the  vidims  of  the  difgraceful  maladies  which 
their  inhuman  conquerors  had  introduced  among 
them.  Thofe  who  had  efcaped  all  thefe  difafters,  took 
the  defperate  refolution  of  making  their  wives  niifcar- 
ry,  in  order  that  they  might  not  leave  behind  them  a 
progeny  of  flaves.  The  population  decreafed,  through- 
out the  whole  Archipelago,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it 
became  neceflary,  nvc-and-twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago,  to  unite  the  feeble  remains  of  them  in  the  fin« 
gle  ifland  of  Guam. 

This  ifland  is  forty  leagues  in  circumference.  Its 
harbour,  fituated  in  tfie  weftern  part,  and  defended 
by  a  battery  of  eight  guns,  is  formed  on  one  fide  by 
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B  o  o  K  a  flip  of  land  which  advances  two  leagues  into  the  fea, 
>    ^^  ^  and  on  the  other  by  afhoal  of  the  fame  extent,  which 
furrounds  it  almoft'  circularly.    Four  fliips  may  an- 
chor here,  flickered  from  all  winds  except  the  weftem, 
which  neyer  blows  hard  in  thcfe  latitudes. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  from  this  harbour, 
upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  in  a  fortunate  pofi- 
tion,  the  agreeable  townof  Agana  is  fituated.  In  this 
chief  place  of  the  colony,  and  in  twenty-one  fmall 
hamlets  fcattered  around  the  ifland,  fifteen  hundred 
inhabitants  are  diftributed,  the  unfortunate  remains 
of  a  popiilation  formerly  numerous. 

The  interior  part  of  Guam  ferves  as  an  afylum  and 
a  pafturage  for  the  goats,  hogs,  oxen,  and  poultry, 
which  the  Spaniards  brought  there  at  the  time  of  the 
conqueft,  and  which  have  fince  become  wild.  Thefc 
animals,  which  muft  either  be  fliot  or  caught  in  a 
trap,  were  the  principal  food  of  the  Indians  and  of  their 
oppre;flbrs,  when  the  face  of  things  was  fuddenly 
changed. 

An  kdiVe^  humane,  dnd  enlightened  man  hath  at 
length  underilood,  that  population  would  not  be  re- 
ftored,  but  that  it  would  even  ftill  continue  de* 
creafing^  unlefs  he  could  fucceed  in  introducing  agri- 
culture into  his  ifland.  This  elevated  idea  hath  in- 
duced him  to  become  himfelf  a  cultivator.  Stimulat- 
ed by  his  example,  the  natives  of  the  country  have 
cleared  thofe  lands,  the  f)roperty  of  which  he  had 
promifed  them.  Thefe  fields  have  been  covered  with 
rice,  cacao,  maize,  fugar,  indigo,  cotton,  fruits,  and 
vegetables ;  the  ufe  of  which,  they  had  been  fuffered 
to  remain  ignorant  of  during  one  or  two  Centuries  ^ 
their  faccefs  hath  increafed  their  docility.  Thcfe 
children  of  rude  nature,  in  whom  tyranny  add  fu- 
perftition  had  completed  the  degradation  of  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  have  followed  in  the  workfliops  fome  arts 
of  primary  neceflity ;  and  have  frequented,  without 
any  evident  figns  of  reluftance,  the  fchools  that  have 
been  opened  for  their  infl:ru<!lion.  Their  enjoyments 
have  increafed  with  their  occupations  j  and  they  have 
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at  length  experienced  happinefs  in  one  of  the  fined  book 
countries  in  the  world  :  fo  true  it  is  that  every  thing .    ^^    . 
may  be  accompUihed  by  mildnefs  and  benevolence, 
fince  tbefe  virtues  are  capable  of  extinguifhing  re- 
fentment  even  in  the  mind  of  a  favage. 

This  unexp^^ed  revolution  hath  been  brought 
about  by  M.  Tobias;  who^  in  1 7 72,  ftill  governed 
the  Marianne  iflands.  May  this  virtuous  and  re^ 
fpedable  Spaniard  one  day  obtain  what  would  com- 
plete his  happinefs,  the  confolation  of  feeing  his  fa-r 
vourite  children  forego  their  paflion  for  the  cocoa-tree 
wine,  and  their  turn  for  labour  increafe  I 

If  the  Spaniards,  from  the  beginning,  had  been  in- 
fpired  with  the  reafonable  views  of  the  prudent  To- 
bias, the  Marianne  iflands  would  have  been  civilized 
and  cultivated.  This  double  advantage  would  have 
procured  to  this  Archipelago  a  fecurity  which  it  can- 
not expect  from  a  garrifon  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  concentrated  in  Guam* 

The  conquerors,  quiet  in  their  pofleffions,  would 
then  have  devoted  themfelves  to  their  palHon  for  new 
difcoverics,  which  were  at  that  time  the  prevailing 
turn  of  the  nation.  Affifted  by  the  genius  of  their 
new  fubjefts  for  navigation,  their  adivity  would  have 
conveyed  the  ufeful  arts,  and  the  fpirit  of  fociety,  in- 
to the  numerous  iflands  that  cover  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  flill  beyond  them.  The  univerfe  would  have 
been  enlarged,  as  it  were,  by  fuch  glorious  labours. 
All  commercial  nations  would  undoubtedly  have  de- 
rived, in  procefs  of  time,  fome  advantage  from  con- 
nexions formed  with  thefe  regions,  which  were  be- 
fore unknown :  fince  it  is  impoffible  that  oi>e  nation 
Ihould  enrich  itfelf,  and  that  others  ihould  not  par- 
take of  its  profperity  ;  but  the  court  of  Madrid  would 
have  enjoyed  fooner,  and  more  conftantly,  the  pro- 
ductions of  thefe  new  eftablifliments. .  If  we  do  not 
miftake,  this  arrangement  of  matters  would  have 
been  more  advantageous  to  Spain,  than  that  which 
confines  the  Marianne  iflands  ta  the  fumifliing  of  re- 
frefliments  for  the  galleons  returning  from  Mexico 

4  ^ 
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B  o  o  K  to  the  Phillipines,  as  California  is  deftined  to  fup* 
.    ^'    .  ply  them  to  thofe  which  go  from  the  Philiipines  to 

Mexico. 
Ancient         California  is  properly  a  long  neck  of  land,  which 
Site'ofa^  proceeds  from  the  northern  coafts  of  America,  and 
liforniju     runs  along  between  eaft  and  fouth  y  far  as  the  tor- 
rid zone :  it  is  wafhed  on  each  fidfi  by  the  Pacific 
Ocean.     The  part  that  is  known  of  this  peninfula  is 
three  hundred  leagues  long,  and  ten,  twenty,  thirty, 
or  forty  broad. 

It  is  impoffible  that,  throughout  fuch  an  extent  of 
country,  the  nature  of  the  foil  and  the  temperature 
of  the  air  (hould  be  every  where  the  fame.  It  may 
be  faid,  however,  that,  in  general,  the  climate  here 
is  dry  and  exceffively  hot  j  the  ground  bare,  ftony, 
mountainous,  fandy,  and  confequentlj^  barren,  and 
unfit  fbi;  agriculture  and  for  the  breeding  of  cattle. 
Amidit  the  fmall  number  of  trees  that  are  found  here, 
the  moft  ufeful  is  the  pitahaya,  the  produce  of  which 
conftitutes  the  principal  food  of  the  Califomians. 
This  tree  is  a  fpecies  of  the  Cereus  Peruvianus^  which, 
like  the  reft  of  the  fame  clafs,  hath  no  leaves.  Its 
>  ftems,  which  are  ftraight  and  fluted,  have  their  fides 
full  of  prickles,  and  furnifh  an  immediate  fupport  to 
fome  whitiih  flowers,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  nopal  on 
which  the  cochineal  lives,  but  much  longer.  The 
fruits  which  fucceed  thefe  flowers  have  inequalities 
upon  their  furface,  which  are  produced  by  the  re- 
maining bafis  of  the  fcales  of  the  calix.  They  are  of 
the  fize  of  a  hen's  egg,  red  on  the  outfide,  and  filled 
in  the  infide  with  a  white  pulp  fit  for  eating,  and  fweet- 
cr  and  more  delicate  than  the  ordinary  fig.  In  the 
midft  of  this  pulp  are  found  fome  fmall,  black,  and 
ihining  feeds. 

The  fea,  which  is  richer  than  the  land,  fwarms 
with  moft  excellent  filh  of  every  kind.  But  the  cir- 
cumftance  which  renders  the  Gulf  of  California  of 
more  importance  is  the  pearls,  which,  in  the  fifhing« 
feafon,  draw  there,  from  the  feveral  provinces  of 
Mexico,  a  fet  of  greedy  men,  who  have  been  fubje^^* 
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td  to  the  tax  of  giving  the  fifth  part  of  their  fifliery  book 
to  government'.  ^^• 

The  Californians  are  well  made,  and  very  ftrong.  ' 
They  are  extremely  pufiUanimous,  inconttant,  in- 
dolent, flupid,  and  even  infenfible.  They  are  chil- 
dren, in  \yhom  reafon-is  not  yet  unfolded.  They  are 
more  fwarthy  than  the  Mexicans.  This  difference  of 
colour  proves  that  the  civilized,  ftate  of  fociety  fub- 
verts  or  totally  changes  the  order  and  laws  of  nature, 
lince  we  find  under  the  temperate  zone  a  favage  peo^. . 
pie,  that  are  blacker  than  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
torrid  zone; 

Before  the  Europeans  had  penetrated  into  Califor- 
nia, the  natives  had  no  form  of  religion  ;  and  that  of 
their  government  was  fuch  as  might  be  expefted 
from  their  ignorance.  Each  nation  was  an  affem- 
blage  of  feveral  cottages,  more  or  lefs  numerous,  that 
were  all  mutually  confederated  by  alliances,  but  with-^ 
out  any  chief.  They  were  ftrangers  even  to  filial 
'obedience,  although  this  fentiment  be,  if  not  more 
lively,  at  leaft  more  pure,  in  the  ftate  of  nature  than 
in  that  of  fociety. 

In  reality,  the  helps  which  a  regular  fyftem  of  po- 
lice aflures  to  all  individuals  among  civilized  nationiSi 
the  young  favages  exped  only  from  their  father.  It  ^ 
is  he  who  provides  for  their  fubfiftence  when  they 
are  children,  and  who  watches  for  their  fafety.  How 
is  it  poflible  that  they  fliould  not  have  rccouife  to  his 
benevolence  ?  How  fhould  they  not  avoid,  with  care, 
what  might  deprive  them  of  his  fupport  ? 

Refpeft,  which  is  not  exaded,  can  fcarce  be  dt- 
minifhed  in  children,  who  conftantly  return,  impel- 
led  by  habit  ftill  more  than  by  want,  to  the  cottage 
in  which  they  were  bom,  and  from  which  they  ne- 
ver wander  to  any  diftance.  The  feparations  which 
education,  induftry,  and  trade,  fo  frequently  occafion 
amongft  us,  and  which  cannot  but  loofen  the  ties  of 
kindred,  are  unknown  among  the  favages.  They  ro- 
main  with  the  perfon  to  whoni  they  owe  their  exift- 
ence,  as  long  as  he  lives;  It  is  not  poflible,  therefore, 
Fdl.IL  Cg 
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K  that  they  fhould  deviate  from  obedience.  They  re- 
ceive no  imperious  orders.  There  is  no  being  more 
free  than  the  little  favage.  He  is  bom  in  a  ftate  of 
liberty.  He  goes  and  comes,  walks  out  and  returns, 
and  even  fleeps  from  home,  without  ever  being  aik- 
ed  what  he  hath  been  doing,  or  what  hath  been  be- 
come of  him.  The  idea  of  exerting  family  authority, 
in  order  to  bring  him  back,  if  he  (hould  choofe  to  dif- 
appear,  would  nevejr  be  fuggefted.  Nothing  is  fo 
common  in  cities  as  bad  fathers  ;  but  there  are  none 
to  be  found  amidft  the  forefts.  The  more  focieties  in- 
creafe  in  opulence  and  luxury,  the  lefs  are  the  claims 
of  confanguinity  attended  to.  We  may  even  venture 
to  fay,  that  the  feverity,  variety,  and  long  conti- 
nuance of  our  fyftem  of  education  ;  that  all  thefe  fe- 
veral  fatigues  contribute  to  alienate  the  zScOdon  of 
our  children  for  us.  Nothing  but  experience  can  re- 
concile them  to  us.  We  are  obliged  to  wait  a  long 
time  before  our  cares  are  returned  with  gratitude, 
and  our  reprimands  are  fprgotten.  The  favage  hath 
never  heard  any  of  thefe  from  the  mouth  of  his  pa* 
rents.  He  was  never  chaftifed  by  them.  When  he 
knew  how  to  ftrike  the  animal  on  whom  he  was  to  . 
fijed,  he  had  fcarce  any  thing  more  to  learn.  His 
paflions  being  natural,  he  can  fatisfy  them  without 
dreading  the  feverity  of  his  parents  ;  while  there  arc 
numberlefs  motives  which  oblige  our  parents  to  coun- 
teraft  our  propenfitieis.  Gan  it  be  fuppofed  that  there 
is  not  one  child  among  us,  who,  impell,ed  by  the  de- 
fire  of  enjoying  fpeedily  a  large  fortune,  does  not 
think  that  his  father  lives  too  long  ?  We  wifh  we 
could  perfuade  ourfelves  that  there  were  not.  The 
heart  of  the  favage,  to  whom  his  father  hath  nothing 
to  leave,  is  a  ftranger  to  this  kind  of  parricide. 

In  our  families,  children  are  apt  to  think  that  their 
aged  parents  talk  at  random  ;  but  it  is  not  the  fame 
in  the  hut  of  the  favage.  There  is  very  little  talking 
in  it,  and  a  high  opinion  is  entertained  of  the  wifdom 
of  parents.  Their  inftrudtions  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  obfervation  refpeding  the  craft  of  animals,  the 
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\vcx)ds  'which  contain  game,  the  coafts  abounding  iil  b  o  o  k 
fifh»  and  the  feafons  and  times  proper  for  hunting  and ,  ^^ 
fifhing.  If  the  old  man  fhould  relate  apy  particulari- 
ties of  his  wars  or  of  this  travels  j  if  he  fhould  recal 
the  memory  of  the  battles  he  hath  been  engaged  in^ 
or  of  the  fnares  he  hath  efcaped ;  if  he  fhould  elevate 
hi?  mind  to  explain  to  his  children  fome  of  the  mofl; 
fimple  phenomena  of  nature ;  if,  on  a  flar-light  night, 
flanding  at  the  entrance  of  his  hut,  he  fhould  trace 
Out  to  them,  with  his  finger,  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
flellations  that  glitter  over  their  heads,  according  to 
the  limited  knowledge  he  hath  of  them :  all  thefe 
ci^cumftances  will  excite  their  admiration  of  him. 
Should  a  iiorm  come  on,  fhould  any  revolution  hap^ 
pen  upon  the  earth,  in  the  air,  or  in  the  waters,  or 
fhould  any  agreeable  or  diftreffing  event  take  place, 
all  the  children  exclaim,  our  father  foretold  it  to  us ; 
and  their  fubmiffion  to  his  counfels,  as  well  as  their 
veneration  for  his  perfon,  is  increafed.  When  he  is 
drawing  near  to  his  jiaft  moments,  anxiety  and  grief  are 
painted  in  their  countenances,  their  tears  flow  at  his 
death,  and  a  long-continued  filence  prevails  around 
his  bed.  He  is  laid  in  the  earth,  and  his  burial-place 
is  facred.  Annual  honours  are  paid  to  his  afhes ; 
and,  in  important  or  doubtful  circumftances,  they  are 
fometimes  confulted.  Children,  alas  !  among  our- 
fclves  are  devoted  to  fo  many  diffipations,  that  their 
fathers  are  foon  forgotten  by  them.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, that  I  prefer  a  favage  to  a  civilized  ftate.  This 
is  a  proteftation  I  have  made  more  than  once.  But 
the  more  I  reflect  upon  this  point,  the  more  it  feems 
to  me,  that  from  the  moft  rude  to  the  moft  civilized 
flate  of  nature,  every  thing  is  nearly  compenfated, 
virtues  and  vices,  natural  good  and  evil.  In  the  forefl, 
as  well  as  in  fociety,  the  happinefs  of  one  individual 
may  be  lefs  or  greater  than  that  of  another :  but  I 
imagine  that  nature  hath  fet  certain  bounds  to  the 
felicity  of  every  confiderable  portion  of  the  human 
fpecies,  beyond  which  we  have  nearly  as  much  to 
lofe  ^8  to  gain. 

Ggij 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


468  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

K  Mexico  had  no  fodner  been  pacified,  than  Cortex 
conceived  the  projeft  of  adding  California  to  his  con- 
quefts.  He  undertook  this  expedition  himfelf,  in 
1526  ;  but  it  was  not  a  fuccefsful  one.  Thofe  which 
were  afterwards  undertaken  in  rapid  fucceffion  to 
each  other,  during  the  courfe  of  two  centuries,  were 
not  more  fortunate ;  whether  the  expences  of  them 
were  fupported  by  individuals  or  by  the  government : 
this  continuance  of  adverfe  fortune  may  be  accounted 
for. 

The  cuftom  of  taking  views,  tracing  plans,  or 
charts,  of  the  places  that  were  vifited,  was  not  then 
very  common.  If  fome  adventurer,  more  iiftelligent, 
or  more  laborious  than  his  companions,  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  his  voyage,  it  was  feldom  depofited  in  the 
public  rcgifters ;  and  if  it  were,  it  was  buried  in  the 
dull  and  forgotten.  The  printing  of  it  would  have 
remedied  this  inconvenience  ;  but  the  fear  of  making 
foreigners  acquainted  with  what  it  was  impoffible  to 
conceal  from  them,  occafioned  this  mode  of  com- 
munication to  be  rejeded.  Thus  it  was,  that  the 
people  gained  no  experience.  Abfurdities  were  per- 
petuated >  and  the  lad  commanders  who  undertook 
thefe  expeditions,  mifcarried  by  the  fame  faults  that 
had  prevented  the  fuccefs  of  the  former. 

The  conqueft  of  California  had  been  entirely  given 
up,  when  the  Jefuits,  in  1697,  folicited  permiffion  to 
undertake  it.  As  foon  as  they  had  obtained  the  con- 
fent  of  government,  they  began  to  execute  a  plan  of 
legillation,  which  they  had  formed  from  accurate 
ideas  of  the  nature  of  the  6)il,  the  chara^r  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  influence  of  the  climate.  Their 
proceedings  were  not  direded  by  fanaticifm.  They 
arrived  among  the  favages  whom  they  intended  to 
civilize,  with  curiofities  that  might  amufe  them  ;  with 
corn  for  their  food,  and  with  apparel  calculated  to 
pleafe  them.  The  hatred  thefe  people  bore  to  the 
Spanifh  name  could  not  fupport  itfelf  againft  thefe 
demonftrations  of  benevolence.  They  teftified  their 
acknowledginents  as  much'as  their  want  of  fenfibilitj 
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and  their  inconftancy  would  permit  them,  Thefe  b  o  o  k^ 
faults  were  partly  overcome  by  the  religious  inftitu-  ^^  ^** 
tors,  who  purfued  their  projeA  with  a  degree  of 
warmth  and  affiduity  peculiar  to  their  fociety.  They 
made  themfelves  carpenters,  mafons,  weavers,  and 
huibandmen  ;  and  by  thefe  means  fucceeded  in  im« 
parting  knowledge,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  a  tafte  for 
the  moft  ufeful  arts,  to  this  favage  people,  who  have 
been  all  fucceffively  formed  into  one  body.  In  1 745, 
they  compofed  forty-three  villages,  that  were  feparat- 
ed  from  each  other  by  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil,  and 
the  want  of  water. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  fmall  villages  fubfift  prin- 
cipally on  corn  and  pulfe,  which  they  cultivate,  and 
on  the  fruits  and  domeftic  animals  of  Europe,  the 
breeding  of  which  is  an  objed  of  continual  attention. 
The  Indians  have  each  their  field,  and  the  property 
of  what  they  reap ;  but  fuch  is  their  want  of  forelight, 
that  they  would  fquander  in  a  day  what  they  had  ga- 
thered, if  the  miflionary  did  not  take  upon  himfelf  tb 
diftribute  it  to  them  as  they  ftand  in  need  of  it.  They 
already  manufadure  fome  coarfe  fluffs.  The  necef- 
faries  they  are  in  want  of  are  purchafed  with  pearls, 
which  they  fifh  in  the  gulf,  and  with  wine  nearly  re- 
fembling  that  of  Madeira,  which  they  fell  to  New 
Spain  and  to  the  galleons  ;  and  the  ufe  of  which,  ex- 
perience  hath  ihown,  it  is  neceffary  to  prohibit  among 
them. 

A  few  laws,  that  are  very  fimple,  are  fufBcient  to 
regulate  this  riling  ftate.  In  order  to  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  them,  the  miflionary  choofes  the  moft  in^ 
telligent  perfon  of  the  village ;  who  is  empowered  to 
whip  and  imprifon  j  the  only  punifhments  of  which 
they  have  any  knowledge. 

So  many  cruel  and  deftrudlive  fcenes  have  hither- 

.  to  diftreffed  our  minds,  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 

flop  for  a  moment  in  confidering  labours  that  were  in- 

fpired  by  humanity,  and  direded  by  benevolence : 

all  other  conqucfts  had  been  made  by  force  of  arms. 
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BOOK  We  have  (een  nothing  but  men  deftroying  or  loading 
,  ^^'  ^  each  other  with  chains.  The  regions  we  have  gone 
over,  have  fucceffively  prefented  to  us  fo  many  fcenea 
of  perfidy,  of  ferocioufnefs,  of  treachery,  of  avarice, 
and  of  all  the  crimes  to  which  man  is  ftimulated  by 
the  combination  and  violence  of  the  moft  inordinate 
paffions.  The  traces  of  our  pen  have  been  conftant- 
ly  marked  with  blood.  The  region  we  are  now  en- 
tered upon,  is  the  only  one  which  hath  been  fubdued 
by  reafon.  Let  us  repofe  ourfelves,  and  take  breath. 
Let  the  pifture  of  innocence  and  peace  diffipate  the 
gloomy  ideas  with  which  we  have  hitherto  been  af- 
failed,  and  relieve  us  for  a  moment  from  thofe  pain- 
ful fenfations  with  which  our  heart  hath  fo  conftant- 
ly  been  opprefled,  agonized,  and  torn.  Alas  I  the 
new  fenfations  I  experience  will  laft  too  fhort  a  time 
to  excite  envy,  Thofe  great  cataftrophes  which  fub- 
yert  the  globe,  and  the  defcription  of  which  is  pleaf- 
ing  to  all  readers,  from  the  violence  of  the  ihocksf 
.  they  receive  from  them,  and  from  the  tears,  partly 
delicious,  and  partly  bitter,  Avhich  they  draw  from 
their  eyes,  will  foon  fully  the  remainder  of  thefe  de- 
plorable annals.  Readers,  are  ye  wicked,  or  are  ye 
good  ?  If  ye  were  good,  ye  would  not,' it  fhould  feem, 
lillen  to  the  recital  of  thefe  calamities ;  if  ye  are  wicjc- 
ed,  ye  would  hear  them  without  fhedding  a  tear. 
Yet,  I  perceive  your  eyes  are  overflowing.  Ye  pant 
after  happinefs,  and  yet  misfortune  alone  can  awaken 
your  attention.  The  reafon  of  it  is  plain.  The  af- 
flidions  of  others  afford  you  comfort  in  your  own,  and 
your  felf-eftimation  is  increafed  by  the  compaflioq 
you  beftow  upon  them. 

In  all  California  there  are  only  two  garrifons,  each 
confining  of  thirty  men,  and  a  foldier  with  every 
raiflionary.  Thefe  troops  were  chofen  by  the  legiila- 
tors,  and  were  under  their  orders,  though  they  were 
paid  by  the  government.  The  court  of  Madrid  faw 
no  inconvenience  in  leaving  thefe  trifling  forces  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  acquired  their  confidence  j 
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and  they  have  been  convinced,  that  this  was  the  only  book 
expedient  to  preferve  their  new'conquefts  from  a  fyf-       ^'* 
tern  of  oppreffion  totally  definitive. 

Such  was  the  ftatfe  of  affairs,  when,  in  1767,  the 
court  of  Madrid  expelled  the  Jefuits  from  California, 
as  they  did  from  all  the  other  provinces.  Thefe  mif- 
iionaries  had  formed  the  projeA  of  carrying  on  their 
labours  upon  the  two  fhores  of  the  fea,  as  far  as  the 
chain  of  mountains  which  connefts  California  with 
New  Spain.  They  wifhed  to  raife  the  empire,  the 
fubjedls  of  which  they  were  increafing,  to  a  degree 
of  power,  that  might  allow  them  to  behold  with  tran- 
quillity  the  voyages  of  the  Ruffians,  and  the  difco- 
very  of  the  North-weft  pafTage,  which  the  Englifh 
have  been  in  fearch  of  for  fo  long  a  time.  Far  from 
abandoning  thefe  great  projeds,  it  is  faid  that  the 
Spanifh  miniftry  hath  extended  them  ftill  further. 
It  will  not  even  be  long  before  the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  hemifpheres  will  fee  them  carried  into  execution, 
unlefs  fome  unfufmountable  obftacles,  proceeding 
from  unexpe6led  events,  fhould  counterad  their  plans. 

But  till  thefe  vaft  fpeculations  fhall  either  be  anni- 
hilated or  realifed,  California  ferves  for  ^  port  of  re- 
frefhipent  for  fhips  that  fail  from  the  Philippine  iflands 
to  Mexico.  Cape  St.  Lucas,  fituated  at  the  fouthem 
extremity  of  the  peninfula,  is  the  place  where  they 
touch.  There  they  find  a  good  harbour,  refrefh- 
mcnts,  and  fignatls,  which  give  them  information  of 
the  appearance  of  any  enemy  in  thefe  latitudes,  which 
are  the  moft  dangerous  for  them.  It  was  in  1734 
that  the  galleon  arrived  there  for  the  firft  time;  where 
k  hath  ever  fince  been  ordered,  or  compelled  by  ne- 
ceffity,  to  ftop. 

The  fyftem,  adopted  by  all  the  ftates  of  Europe, 
of  holding  colonies  in  the  moft  abfolute  dependence 
on  the  mother-country,  hath  always  rendered  the 
conneftions  of  Mexico  with  Afia  fufpicious  to  feverai 
of  the  Spanifh  politicians.  Far  from  agreeing  with 
them  in  opinion,  Alberoni  wifhed  to  give  an  unlimit- 
ed extenfion  to  the  freedom  of  thefe  conneftions.    It 
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BOOK  appeared  to  hiip  a  very  wife  plan,  that  the  Eaft  In- 
^'^      dies  Ihould  clothe  the, two  continents  of  America.    It 

^  '  -^  \yas  his  idea,  that  the  colonifts  would  be  dreffed  more 
to  their  tafte,  at  a  cheaper  rate,  ^nd  in  a  manner 
more  fuitable  to  the  climate.  In  times  of  the  Euro- 
pean wars  they  would  not  be  cxpofed,  as  they  fre- 
quently had  been,  to  the  want  of  the  moft  common 
and  neceflary  articles  of  life.  They  would  be  richer, 
more  attached  tq  the  mother-country,  and  better  able 
to  defend  th^mfelve$  agajpft  the  enemies  it  might 
draw  upon  them.  Thefe  eqemies  themfelves  would 
be  lefs  formidable,  becaufe  they  would  gradually  lofe 
the  ftrength  which  they  acquire  frpm  furpifhing  Mex- 
ico and  Peru  with  provifions.  Spain,  in  a  word,  by 
coUeding  from  the  merchapdife  of  Indi^  the  fame 
duties  which  it  receives  frpm  thofe  that  are  furpiihed 
by  its  rivals,  Would  lofe  no  part  of  its  revenue,  {t 
jnight  even,  upon  emergencies,  obtain  from  its  colo- 
nies fuccours,  which,  ^t  prefent,  they  have  neither 
the  will  nor  the  power  to  fupply. 

The  view's  of  this  bpid  and  enterprifing  miniftec 
were  extended  ftill  further.  He  wilhed  that  the  mo- 
ther-country itfelf  fhould  form  immenfe  conne(^ons 
with  the  Eaft,  through  the  medium  of  its  American 
colonies.  According  to  him,  the  Philippines,  which 
had  hitherto  paid  an  enormous  tribute  to  the  induftry 
of  the  European  or  Afiatic  nations,  that  furnifhed 
them  with  manufs^ftures,  or  prod udlions,  might  fend 
their  inhabitants  in  fearch  of  them,  upon  their  own 
(hips,  and  obtain  them  at  firft  hand.  By  giving  the 
fame  quantity  of  metals  as  their  competitors,  they 
would  purchafe  at  a  cheaper  r^te,  becaufe  thefe  me- 
tals, coming  diredly  from  America,  would  not  have 
incurred  fo  much  expence,  as  thofe  which  are  con- 
veyed into  our  regions,  before  they  go  to  India.  The 
merchandife  embarked  at  Manilla,  would  arrive  at 
Panama,  upon  an  ocean  perpetually  calm,  in  a  very 
(Iraight  line,  and  with  the  fame  y^inds.  By  means 
of  a  very  ihort  canal,  which  hath  been  folicited  a  long 
tipie  by  the  merchants,  the  cargoes  would  afterwards 
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be  eafily  conveyed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chagre,  where  b  o  o  ic 
they  would  be  embarked  for  Europe.  ,       '    ^ 

Alberoni  was  well  aware,  that  thofe  powers,  whofe 
interefts  this  arrangement  would  prejudice,  and  whofe 
trade  it  would  ruin,  would  endeavour  to  obftru<5l  it ; 
but  he  thought  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  bid  defiance 
to  their  refentment  in  the  European  feas,  and  he  had 
already  given  orders  for  putting  the  coafts  and  har- 
bours of  the  South  Sea  in  a  ftate  not  to  fear  the  ef- 
forts  of  any  feeble  fquadrons  that  might  attack  them. 

Thefe  views  were  approved  of  by  fome.  Thofe 
who  were  enthufiafts  in  favour  of  Alberoni,  and  there 
were  many  of  them,  conceived  them  to  be  the  fu- 
blime  efforts  of  a  powerful  genius,  for  the  profperity 
^nd  glory  of  a  monarchy,  which  he  was  endeavouring 
to  reftore  to  its  former  fplendour.  Others,  and  thefe 
were  the  greater  number,  confidered  thefe  projefts, 
fo  great  in  appearance,  merely  as  the  ravings  of  a 
difordered  imagination,  which  exaggerated  the  re- 
fources  of  a  ruined  ftate,  and  which  flattered  itfelf 
that  it  fhould  give  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world 
(o  a  nation  reduced,  for  two  centuries  paft,  to  the 
impoffibility  of  carrying  on  its  own.  The  difgrace 
of  this  extraordinary  man  quieted  the  ferment  which 
he  had  raifed  in  the  two  hemifpheres.  The  connec- 
tions of  the  Philippines  with  Mexico  continued  upon 
the  former  footing,  as  well  as  thofe  which  this  great 
province  maintained  with  Peru  by  the  South  Sea. 

The  coafts  of  Mexico  do  not  refemble  thofe  of  Pe^  Coiiimi»i^ 
ru,  where  the  vicinity  and  height  of  the  Cordeleras^^^ 
entertain  a  perpetual  fpring,  and  keep  up  regular  with  Pem 
and  mild  winds.     As  foon  as  the  line  is  croffed,  at  sjlTi^ 
the  height  of  Panama,  the  free  communication  of  then«M»dF^ 
atmofphere  from  E^ft  to  Weft  being  no  longer  inter-  ^"^ 
rupted  by  that  prodigious  chain  of  mountains,  the 
climate  becomes  different.     The  navigation,  indeed, 
is  eafy  and  fafe  in  thefe  latitudes  from  the  middle  of 
Odober  to  the  end  of  M^y  :  but  during  the  reft  of 
the  year,  the  calms  and  ftorms  which  alternately  pre-; 
v^il,  render  the  fpa  troublefome  and  d^ng^rous. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


474  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

The  coaft  which  borders  this  ocean,  hath  an  extent 
,  of  fix  hundred  leagues.  Formerly,  not'  one  trading 
veflel,  nor  filhing  fmack,  was  known  to  come  out  of 
the  ports  which  nature  hath  formed  there.  This  in- 
adivity  was  partly  owing  to  the  indolence  of  the  peo- 
ple :  but  the  fatal  arrangements  made  by  the  court 
of  Madrid,  had  contributed  ftill  more  to  produce  it. 

When  the  empire  of  the  Incas,  and  that  of  Mon- 
tezuma,  firil  became  provinces  of  Spain,  the  com- 
munication between  them  by  the  South  Seawasopea 
and  uncontrouled.  Some  time  after  this,  it  was  re- 
ftrained  to  two  Ihips  ;  and  in  1636  it  was  entirely 
prohibited.  Urgent  and  repeated  reprefentations  de- 
termined the  government  to  open  it  again  at  the  end 
of  half  a  century,  but  with  reftriftions  that  rendered 
it  of  no  effeft.  It  was  not  till  1774,  that  North  and 
South  America  were  allowed  to  make  all  the  ex- 
changes which  their  mutual  intereft  might  require. 
The  feveral  parts  of  the  two  regions  will  undoubtedly 
derive  great  advantages  from  this  new  arrangement 
of  things.  It  may  however  be  foretold,  that  it  will 
be  more  ferviceable  to  Guatimala  than  to  any  other 
country. 

This  audience  extends  its  important  jurifdidion 
over  twelve  leagues  to  the  Weft,  fixty  to  the  Eaft,  a 
hundred  to  the  North,  and  three  hundred  to  the 
South :  it  is  formed  by  (even  or  eight  provinces. 

That  of  Cofta  Ricca  is  very  thinly  peopled,  but 
little  cultivated,  and  fcarce  affords  any  thing  except 
cattle.  A  great  part  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  have 
hitherto  rerafed  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke. 

Nicaragua  is  regularly  diftreifed  every  year  with  a 
fix  month's  rain,  which  falls  down  in  torrents,  and  a 
fix  month's  devouring  drought.  The  inhabitants  are 
fome  of  the  moft  effeminate  men  of  New  Spain, 
though  among  the  leaft  opulent. 

The  Caftiliaps  have  exercifed  more  cruelties  at 
Honduras  than  at  any  other  place.  They  made  a 
defert  of  it,  and  accordingly  they  get  nothing  from 
it,  except  a  little  caflia,  and  (bme  fariaparilla. 
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Vera-Pas  «fed  to  fumifli  the  old  Mexico  with  thofe  b 
bright  plumages,  of  which  thofe  pidlures,  that  have , 
been  extolled  for  fo  long  a  time,  were  compofed.  This 
province  hath  lofl  all  its  importance,  fince  this  kind 
of  trade  hath  been  given  up. 

Soconufco  is  known  only  by  the  perfeftion  of  its 
cacoa.  The  greateft  part  of  this  fruit  fupplies  Ame- 
rica itfelf.  The  two  hundred  t]uintals  that  are  brought 
to  Europe  belong  to  government.  If  there  be  a  great- 
er quantity  than  the  court  can  confume,  it  is  fold  to 
t^he  public  at  double  the  price  of  that  which  comes 
from  Caraccas. 

Chiapa,  though  in  the  centre  of  Mexico,  formed 
a  ftate  independent  of  that  empire  at  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards  :  but  this  diflridl  was  alfo  compelled  to 
yield  to  arms,  the  progrefs  of  which  nothing  could 
ftop.  There  was  not  much  blood  fpilt  on  this  fpot, 
and  the  Indians  are  ilill  more  numerous  here  than 
any  where  elfe.  As  the  province  abounds  only  in 
corn,  fruits,  and  pafturage,  few  of  the  conquerors 
fettled  in  it ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  reafon  why  man 
is  lefs  degraded,  and  lefs  degenerated  here,  than  in 
thofe  diftrids  that  are  full  of  mines,  or  advantageoufly 
iituated  for  trade*  The  natives  ibow  fome  intelli- 
gence, and  a  degree  of  aptitude  for  the  arts,  and 
they  fpeak  a  language  which  is  foft,  an4  hath  even 
fome  fort  of  elegance.  Thcfe  qualities  arc  efpecially 
remarkable  at  Chiapa  de  Los  Indios,  a  city  of  fome 
importance,  where  the  moft  confiderable  families  of 
the  natives  have  taken  refuge,  which  they  alone  oc- 
cupy and  where  they  enjoy  great  privileges.  The 
dexterity  and  courage  of  thefe  men,  who  are  leis 
opprefied  thgn  their  neighbours,  is  habitually  difplayed 
upon  the  river  which  wafhes  their  walls.  With  a 
number  of  boats  they  form  naval  armaments,  inftitute 
fea-fights  with  each  other,  and  attack  and  defend 
themfelves  with  furprifing  agility.  They  build  up 
caftles  of  wood,  which  they  cover  with  painted  linen, 
and  lay  fiegc  to  them.  They  do  not  lefs  excel  in  bull- 
fighting, cudgelling,  dancing,  and  all  bodily  exercife. 
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*  %?  ^  How  much  will  thefe  accounts  make  us  regret,  that 
>^    ^  ^  the  Indians  (houki  have  fallen  under  the  power  of  a 
conqueror,  who  hath  contracted,  inftead  of  enlarging^ 
the  bonds  of  their  fervitude. 

The  province  of*Guatimala  hathj  in  common  with 
the  other  provinces  dependent  upon  it,  cattle,  mines, 
com,  maize,  fugar,  and  qptton  :  but  none  of  the  reft 
fhare  with  it  the  advantage  of  cultivating  indigo.  It 
is  upon  its  territory  that  a  city  bearing  its  name  is 
fituated,  where  all  the  offices  of  adminiftration,  and 
all  the  tribunals  neceffary  for  the  government  of  fo 
large  a  country,  are  united. 

This  celebrated  city  was  built,  whether  properly 
or  improperly,  in  a  valley  about  three  miles  broad, 
and  bounded  by  two  lofty  mountains.  From  the 
mountain  towards  the  South  run  feveral  rivulets  and 
fountains,  which  delightfully  refrefh  the  villages  that 
are  fituated  on  the  declivity,  and  keep  up  a  perpetual 
fucceffion  of  flowers  and  fruits.  The  afpeft  of  the 
mountain  that  is  to  the  North  is  terrible.  There  is 
no  verdure  ever  feen  upon  it ;  nothing  but  aflies,  and 
calcined  ftones.  A  kind  of  rumbhng  noife,  which 
the  inhabitants  afcribe  to  the  boiling  of  metals  that 
are  in  a  ftate  of  fufion  within  the  caverns  of  the 
earth,  is  continually  heard.  From  thefe  internal 
furnaces  iflue  flames  and  torrents  of  fulphur,  which 
fill  the  air  with  ^  horrible  infedion.  Guatimala,  ac- 
cording  to  an  expreffion  much  ufed,  is  fituated  be- 
tween Paradife  and  hell. 

The  articles  that  are  wanted  in  Peru,  are  difpatched 
from  this  capital  by  the  South  Sea.  TTie  gold,  the  fil- 
ver,  and  the  indigo  deftined  for  this  continent,  are 
carried  upon  mules  to  the  town  of  St.  Thomas,  fitu- 
ated  at  the  diflance  of  fixty  leagues  from  the  city,  at 
the  extremity  of  a  very  deep  lake,  which  lofes  itfelf 
in  the  Gulf  of  Honduras.  All  thefe  riches  are  ex- 
changed in  this  ftaple  for  the  merchandife  that  is 
brought  frorti  Europe  in  the  nlonths  of  July  and  Au- 
£uft.  This  place  is  entirely  open,  though  it  would 
have  been  very  eafy  to  Jiave  fecured  it  from  every 
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attack  ;  the  more  fo  as  its  entrance  is  rendered  nar-  book 
row  by  two  high  rocks,  which  projedl  on  each  fide      vl 
within  cannon-ihot  of  each  other.  It  is  probable  that       '     ^ 
Spain  will  not  alter  her  condud  till  fhe  hath  fuffered 
for  her  negligence  ;  which  (he  might  eafily  be  made 
to  do. 

The  veflels  that  Ihould  imdertake  this  expedition 
might  anchor  in  perfeft  fafetj^  in  the  road.  A  thou- 
fand  or  twelve  hundred  men,  landing  at  St.  Thomas, 
might  pafs  over  the  mountains  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
leagues,  where  they  would  find  commodious  roads  and 
fubfiftence.  The  reft  of  their  way  would  be  acrofs 
plains  that  are  well  peopled  and  plentiful.  They 
would  then  arrive  at  Guatimala,  in  which  there  is  not 
a  fingle  foldier,  nor  the  leaft  fortification.  Its  forty 
thoufand  fouls,  Indians,  negroes,  Meftees,  and  Spa^ 
niards,  who  have  never  feen  an  enemy,  would  be  in- 
capable of  making  the  leaft  refiftance.  In  order  to 
fave  their  lives,  they  would  deliver  up  the  immenfe 
riches  they  have  been  accumulating  for  more  than 
two  centuries,  which  would  amount  at  leaft  to  thirty 
-millions  [1,250,0001.]  The  troops  would  reimbark 
with  this  booty,  and,  if  they  chofe  it,  with  hoftages 
that  would  fecure  their  retreat. 

Unfortunately  this  danger  cannot  now  be  incurred. 
A  dreadful  earthquake  hath  completely  deftroyed 
Guatimala  in  1772.  This  city,  one  of  the  richeft  in 
America,  prefents  nothing  but  a  heap  of  ruins. 

In  other  countries  fuch  a  city  would  foon  be  re- 
ftored  again;  for  what  cannot  a£tive  and  induftri* 
ous  nations  do  ?  By  them,  regions  that  were  thought 
uninhabitable  are  peopled ;  the  moft  ungrateful  foil 
is  rendered  fruitful ;  the  waters  are  driven  back,  and 
this  fertility  arifes  from  the  flime ;  morafles  are  made 
to  bear  houfes ;  and  man  cuts  roads  for  himfelf 
through  the  bodies  of  mountains.  He  feparates,  or 
conneAs  together  at  pleafure,  the  rocks,  by  bridges 
which  are,  as  it  were,  fufpended  over  the  obfcure 
depth  of  the  abyfs,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  ang- 
gry  torrent  feems  to  murmur  at  his  boldnef^.  He  raifet 
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BOOK  dikes  againft  the  fwcUing  of  the  fea,  and  fleeps  with 
.  ^^  tranquillity  in  the  dwelling  which  he  hath  founded 
on  the  waves.  He  coUeds  together  a  few  planks, 
and  fitting  down  upon  them»  orders  the  winds  to  con- 
vey him  to  the  extremity  of  the  globe,  and  the  winds 
obey  his  commands.  O  man !  that  art  fometimes  fo 
pufiUanimous  and  fo  little,  how  great  doit  thou  ap- 
pear in  thy  projeds,  and  in  thine  adions ;  with  two 
feeble  levers  of  liefh,  and  affifted  only  by  thine  un- 
derilanding,  thou  doft  attack  the  whole  fyftem  of  na- 
ture, and  doft  fubdue  her  !  Thou  braveft  the  confpir- 
ing  elements,  and  doft  reduce  them  to  obedience! 
Nothing*cau  refift  thee,  whether  thy  foul  be  torment- 
ed with  love,  or  with  the  defire  of  pofteffing  fome 
beautiful  woman,  deftined  one  day  to  become  the  ob- 
jeA  of  thine  averfion  ;*  whether  it  be  fwayed  by  inte- 
reft,  or  by  the  rage  of  filling  thy  coffers  with  riches, 
from  which  thou  doft  flatter  thyfelf  with  the  profped 
of  enjoyments,  which  thou  wilt  rcjedl  when  in  thy 
power ;  or  whether  it  be  ftimulated  with  the  thirft  of 
glory,  or  the  ambition  of  obtaining  the  applaijife  of 
thy  cotcmporaries  whom  thou  doft  defpife,  or  of  po- 
fterity,  which  cannot  certainly  have  a  ftronger  claim 
tp  thy  reverence  I  If  thou  doft  great  things  from  paf- 
fion,  thou  doft  others,  equally  great  from  a  fpirit  of 
reftleflTnefs  and  difquietude.  Thou  waft  acquainted 
with  but  one  world  j  and  when  thou  didft.conjedurc 
the  exiftence  of  another,  thou  didft  go  in  fearch  of  it, 
and  didft  find  it.  I  have  progrefllively  followed  thy 
footfteps  in  this  New  World.  If  the  boldnefs  of  thine 
enterprifes  fhould  fometimes  have  concealed  their 
enormity  from  me,  I  am  ftill  equally  confounded, 
whether  thy  crimes  freeze  me  with  horror,  or  thy 
virtues  tranfport  me  with  a.dmiration. 

Such  is  the  pidure  of  the  ferocious  Spaniards  who 
conquered  America  :  but  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
a  vicious  adminiftration,  and  the  plentifiil  enjoyment 
of  all  things,  enervated  their  defcendants.  Every 
undertaking  which  carried  with  it  the  leaft  difficulty, 
was  found  to  be  above  the  efforts  of  their  corrupted 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  / 

ininds ;  and  their  effeminate  armjs  refufed  evenrf 
of  labour.    During  this  long  period,  a  ftate  of  letuw.  ' 

gy  prevailed,  of  which  there  are  few  examples  in 
hiftory.  How  was  it  poffible,  that  in  fuch  a  ftate,  a 
city  fwallowed  up  by  volcanoes,  fhould  have  been 
railed  out  of  its  ruins  ?  But  for  fome  years  paft,  the 
fpirit  of  the  nation  hath  been  reviving.  Already 
hath  the  plan  of  another  city  been  traced,  more  fpa- 
cious,  more  convenient,  more  beautiful  than  the. 
former :  and  it  will  be  eredcd  at  the  diftance  of  eight 
leagues  from  that,  upon  a  more  folid  bails.  Already 
hath  the  court  of  Madrid,  contrary  to  their  ufual  and 
too  tardy  modes  o£  proceeding,  fet  afide  the  funds 
neceffary  for  the  conftruAion  of  the  public  edifices. 
Already  do  the  inhabitants,  relieved  from  thofe  tri- 
butes which  might  have  ferved^ts  a  reafon  or  |is  a  pre- 
tence for  their  inadivity,  coincide  with  the  views  of 
government.  New  Spain  will  foon  be  embellifhed 
with  a  New  Xjluatimala.  If  this  exertion  fhould  con* 
tinue,  or  if  it  fhould  increafe,  the  Englifh  will  pro- 
bably be  driven  from  the  fettlements  they  have  begun 
between  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua  and  Cape  Honduras. 

This   diftrid  occupies   one   hundred  and    eighty  DcfcriptioB 
leagues  of  the  coaft»  and  runs  back  into  the  inland  ^^ua?* 
parts,  as  far  as  fome  very  high  mountains  at  a  greater  ^t  »nd 
or  lefs  diftance  from  the  ocean.  ch^^ca- 

Thc  climate  is  wholefome  and  temperate.     The  ^«  ^^  *« 
foil  is  commonly  even,  very  well  watered,  and  feems  beul^ 
fit  for  all  the  productions  cultivated  between  the  tro-  ^^^^. 
pics.     The  inhabitants  are  not  here  expofed  to  thofe  th^e  pam! 
frequent  droughts  and  terible  hurricanes,  which,  in 
the  iflands  of  the  New  World,  fo  often  fruftrate  the 
moft  reafonable  expectations.    • 

The  country  is  'chiefly  inhabited  by  the  Moikito 
Indians.  Thefe  people  were  formerly  numerous  ;  but 
the  fmall-pox  hath  confiderably  diminilhed  their  po- 
pulation. It  is  not  fuppofed  that  their  feveral  tribes 
can  ^t  prefent  put  more  than  nine  or  ten  thoufand 
men  under  arms. 

A  nation,  ftill  lefs  populous,  is  fixed  Jn  the  envi- 
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BOOK  rons  of  Cape  Gracias-&-Dios.  Thefe  are  the  Samboes^ 
,  ^^  \  defcendants,  as  it  is  faid,  of  the  crew  of  a  Guinea 
fhip  which  was  ihipwrecked  in  thefe  latitudes.  Their 
complexion,  their  features,  their  hair,  and  their  .pro* 
penfities,  will  fcarce  allow  us  to  aifign  any  other  ori- 
gin to  them* 

The  Englifh  are  the  only  Europeans,  whom  their 
cupidity  hath  induced  to  fettle  in  thefe  favage  regions* 

Their  firft  eilabUfhment  was  formed  about  the  year 
1730,  at  twenty-fix  leagues  diftance  from  Cape  Hon-* 
duras.  Its  pofition,  at  the  extremity  of  the  coa$, 
and  upon  the  Black  River,  which  hath  no  more  than 
fix  feet  water  at  its  mouth,  will  probably  always  re-i 
tard  and  prevent  its  progrefs. 

At  the  diftance  of  fifty-four  leagues  from  this  co- 
lony is  Gracias-i-Dio^;  the  harbour  of  which  formed 
by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  is  immenfe,  and  tolerably  fafe^ 
It  is  near  this  famous  cape  that  the  Englifh  have  fixed 
themfelves,  upon  a  navigable  river,  the  borders  of 
which  are  very  fertile. 

Seventy  leagues  beyond  this^  this  enterprifing  na- 
tion hath  found,  at  Blue-field,  fome  fpacious  and 
fruitful  plains,  an  acceflibte  river,  a  convenient  har- 
bour, and  a  rock  which  might  eafily  be  made  impreg- 
nable. 

In  1769,  the  three  fadories  did  not  employ  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fix  white  men,  as  many  Mu- 
lattoes,  and  nine  hundred  flaves.  Exclufive  of  the 
mules  and  other  articles  fent  to  Jamaica,  they  fent  this 
year  to  Europe  eight  hundred  thoufand  feet  of  maho- 
gany, two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  farfapa- 
nlla,  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  tortoife-fhell.  The 
nuinber  of  hands  hath  been  fince  increafed.  Sugar- 
canes  have  begun  to  be  planted  ;  and  the  firft  fugar 
,  they  have  yielded  hath  been  found  to  be  of  a  fupe- 
rior  quality.  Some  careful  obfervers  affirm,  that  a 
quiet  pofleflion  of  the  Moflcito  country,  would  one 
day  be  more  valuable  to  Great  Britain,  than  all  the 
iflands  which  that  nation  now  poffefles  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 
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The  Engliih  do  not  fecm  to  form  the  leaft  doubt  b  6"t>s^ 
itfpedirig  their  right  of  property.  Never,  fay  the  ^j'  . 
writers  of  this  country,  did  f^ain  fubdue  thqfe  peo- 
ple, and  never  did  thefe  peopleTubmit  to  Spain.  They 
were  by  right,  and  ipfo  fa£to^  independent,  when,  in 
3^670,  their  chiefs,  of  their  own  accord,  had  recourfe 
to  England,  and  acknowledged  its  fovereignty.  So 
little  was  this  fubmiffibn  compelled,  that  it  was  renew- 
ed at  feveral  intervals.  At  their  folicitation,  the  court 
of  London  fent,  in  1741,  a  body  of  troops  upon  this 
territory ;  and  thefe  were  foon  followed  by  a  civil  ad- 
miniftration.  If,  after  the  peace  of  1763,  the  troops 
and  the  magiftrates  were  withdrawn,  and  if  the  forti- 
fications, raUed  for  the  fecurity  of  the  favages  and  their 
protedors,  were  demolilhed,  this  was  owing  to  the  ig- 
norance of  the  miniftry,  who  buffered  themfelves  to  be 
perfuaded  that  the  Moikito  country  made  part  of  the 
Bay  of  Honduras.  This  miftake  having  been  remov- 
ed, a  regular  form  of  government  hath  again  been  efta- 
l^liflied  in  thefe  regions  at  the  beginning  of  1776. 

We  fbould  not  fcruple  to  enter  upon  the  difcuflion 
of  thefe  gieat  interefts,  if  the  powers  which  they  con- 
cern conducted  themfelves  with  reafon  arid  juftice : 
but  it  is  ilrength  and  convenience  that  fettle^  every , 
thing  between  them,  although  none  of  them  have  bad 
the  boldnefs  to  acknowledge  it.  Monarchs,  what  is 
that  falfe  fhame  which  checks  you?  Since  equity  is 
for  you  nothing  but  an  idle  name,  why  do  ye  not  a^ 
vow  it  ?  Of  what  ufe  are  thofe  treaties  which  cannot 
guarantee  the-  continuation  of  peace,  to  which  the 
weakeft  is  compelled  to  accede;  which  denote  nothing 
in  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  except  their  being 
exhaufted  of  the  means  to  continue  the  wai: ;  and 
which  are  always  infringed  ?  It  would  be  better  that 
ye  Ihould  fign  only  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  without 
^ing  the  duration  of  it.  If  ye  have  refolved  to  be 
unjuft,  ceafe,  at  leaft,  to  be  perfidious ;  for  perfidy  is 
a  hafe  and  odious  vice,  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity 
of  potentates.  The  fox  in  the  lion's  Ikin,  or  the  lion 
in  the  fox*s  Ikin,  are  two  animals  equally  ridiculous. 
VollL  '     Hh 
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K  But,  inftead  of  addreffing  our  difcourfe  to  deaf  perfons, 
whom  we  cannot  convince  of  any  thing,  and  whom 
we  may  offend,  let  u%  give  fome  account  of  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  and  Campeachy,  and  of  the  peninfula  of 
Jucatan,  which  fepartes  them. 

This  peninfula  is  a  hundred  leagues  in  length,  and 
twenty  or  five  and  twenty  in  breadth.  The  country 
is  entirely  level.  There  is  neither  a  river  nor  9  dream 
to  be  feen  in  it :  but  the  water  is  everywhere  fo  near 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  the  fhells  are  everywhere 
found  in  fo  great  abundance,  that  this  large  f^ace  muft 
formerly  have  made  part  of  the  fea.  The  firft  Spani- 
ards who  appeared  upon  thefe  coafts  found,  according 
to  Herrera,  a  very  Angular  cuftom  eftablilhed  there. 
The  men  generally  carried  about  them  fome  looking- 
glafles  made  of  a  fliining-ftone,  in  which  they  incef- 
iantly  viewed  themfelves,  while  the  women  never  made 
any  ufe  of  this  inftrument,  which  is  of  fo  much  value 
tobeauty. 

If  the  continual  ufe  which  women  make  in  our 
country  of  a  looking-glafs  only  ftiows  the  defire  that 
they  have  of  making  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  men« 
by  adding  to  the  charms  which  they  have  received 
from  nature,  every  attention  that  art  can  give  them; 
the  men  would  be  taking  the  fame  trouble  at  Jucatan« 
in  order  to  pleafe  the  women.  But  it  is  fo  fingular  a 
fadt,  that  we  may  reafonably  call  it  in  queftion,  unlefs 
it  be  fupported  by  another,  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
which  is,  that  the  men  devote  themfelves  to  idlenefe, 
while  the  women  are  condemned  to  labour.  When 
the  findions  peculiar  to  the  two  fexes  are  perverted, 
I  (hall  not  be  I'urprifed  to  find  in  one  the  frivoloufnefs 
of  the  other. 

The  Jucatan,  Honduras,  and  Campeachy,  did  not 
offer  to  the  devaftators  of  the  New  Hemifphere  thofc 
rich  metals  for  which  they  had  croffed  fo  many  feas. 
Accordingly,  they  negledted  and  defpifed  thefe  re- 
gions. Few  of  them  fettled  there ;  and  thofc  who 
came  there  by  chance  foon  contrafted  the  indolence 
of  the  Indians.     None  of  them  attended  to  the  culti^ 
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vmtittn  of  prodisdtions  fit  for  exportation.    In  common  book 
with  the  colQBies  which  had  been  deftroyed  or  enflav-      ^^' 
cd,  they  lived  upon  cacao  and  maize ;  to  which  they       ' 
had  added  the  eafy  and  convenient  refource  of  cattle 
brought  from  the  CHd  World.     In  order  to  pay  for 
their  clothing,  which*  they  either  would  not,  or  knew 
not  how  to  make  themfelves,  and  for  fome  other  arti- 
cles of  moderate  value,  which  they  were  fupplied  with 
from  Europe,  they  had  properly  no  other  refource, 
than  a  kind  of  wood  for  dyeing,  known  in  all  the  mar- 
kets by  the  name  of  Campeachy  or  logwood. 

The  tree  which  furniihes  it  is  rather  high,  hath  al- 
ternate leaves,  comnofed  of  eight  fmaller  ones,  in  form 
of  a  heart,  and  difpofed  in  two  rows  along  one  com- 
mon coda.  Its  flowers,  which  are  fmall  and  redUifli, 
are  colle6t?d  in  clufters  at  the  extremities  of  the  brao- 
ches.  They  have  each  of  them  a  calix  of  a  fiagle 
piece ;  from  the  bottom  of  each  arife  five  petals,  and 
ten  diftind  flamina;  the  piftil,  placed  in  the  centre, 
becomes  a  fmall  oval  pod,  flattened,  and  divided  lon- 
gitudinally into  two  ovals  filled  with  two  or  three 
ifeeds.  The  mod  internal  part  of  the  wood,  which  is 
at  fird  red,  becomes  black  fome  time  after  the  wood 
hath  been  felled.  It  is  only  this  inner  part  of  the  tree 
that  yields  this  black  and  violet  colour. 

The  tafte  for  thefe  colours,  which  was  perhaps  more 
general  two  centuries  ago  than  it  is  at  prefent,  procur- 
ed a  confiderable  v^nt  for  this  precious  wood^  This 
fale  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Spaniards  alone,  till  the 
fettlement  of  the  £ngli(h  at  Jamaica. 

Amon^  the  multitude  of  pirates  who  were  cohtinu* 
ally  commg  from  this  famous  ifland^  feveral  went  to 
cruife  in  the  two  bays,  and  on  the  coafts  of  the  penin- 
fula,  to  intercept  the  veflels  that  failed  there.  Thefe 
plunderers  were  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  value  of 
their  cargo,  that,  when  they  found  ba^ks  laden  with 
it,  they  took  away  nothing  but  the  iron  utenfils.  One 
of  them  having  carried  off  a  large  veffel,  which  had 
nothing  elfe  but  the  logwood  on  board,  brought  it  in- 
to tlie  Thames,  deligning  bqly  to  equip  it  as  a  priva- 
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L  t^r ;  when,  contrary  to  his  expeAation,  he  fold  nt  a 
very  high  price  the  wood  which  he  had  thought  to  be 
^  of  ib  little  value,  that  be  had  always  burnt  it  during 
his  voyage.  After  this  difcovcry,  the  pirates,  who 
were  not  fuccefsful  at  fea,  never  failed  to  repair  to  the 
river  of  Champeton,  where  they  Cook  on  board  thi^ 
piles  of  wood  which  were  always  found  ranged  on  the 
fliore. 

The  peace  of  the  Englilh  with  Spain  having  put  a 
ftop  to  the  depredations  of  thefe  pirates,  feveral  of 
them  employed  themfelves  in  cutting  Indian  wood. 
Cape  Catoche  fumifhed  them  at  firft  with  abundance. 
As  foon  as  they  perceived  it  diodinifli,  they  went  tO: 
fettle  between  Tabafco  and  the  river  of  Champeton, 
about  Lake  Trifte,  and  in  Beef  liland,  which  is  very 
near  it.  In  1675,  their  numbers  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  fixty.  Their  ardour,  wluch  at  firit  was 
extretne,  foon  gave  way ;  and  the  habit  of  idlenefs. 

I)revailed.  As  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  excel- 
ent  markfmen,  the  chafe  became  their  predominant 
paifion  y  and  their  former  inclination  to  plunder  wa^ 
rekindled  in  them  by  this  exercife.  They  foon  begaa 
to  make  inroads  into  the  Indian  towns,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  they  carried  off-  The  women  were  dellined 
to  wait  on  them ;  and  the  men  they  fold  at  Jamaic^^ 
or  other  iflands.  The  Spaniards,  roufed  from  their 
lethargy  by  thefe  enormities,  furprifed  them  in  the 
midft  of  their  debaucheries,  and  carried  them  off* 
Moft  of  them  were  even  taken  in  their  cottages :  they 
were  led  prifoners  to  Mexico,  where  they  ended  thci^ 
days  in  the  mines. 

Thofe  who  efcaped  took  refuge  in  the  Gulf  of  Hon- 
duras, where  they  were  joined  by  fome  wandering  free- 
booters of  North  America.  In  procefs  of  time  they 
.  increafed  to  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  (late  of  inde- 
pendence and  plenty  in  which  they  lived  rendered  the 
marlhy  country  they  inhabited  agreeable  to  them. 
Strong  intrenchments  fecured  them  and  their  provi- 
fions ;  and  they  confined  themfelves  to  thofe  employ- 
ments which  their  unhappy  companions  lamented  Uuit 
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tfaey  had  ever  negleded.  They  only  took  care  not  to  b  o  ok 
penetrate  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  to  cut .  ^'  ^ 
wood,  without  being  well  armed.  ' 

Their  induftry  was  crowned  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs.  In  reality,  the  ton  of  wood,  which  had  been 
ibid  as  high  as  nine  hundred  livres  [37U  los.],  was 
gradually  fallen  to  a  very  low  price ;  but  this  difad- 
vantage  in  the  price  was  compenfated  by  the  quanuty 
that  was  fold.  The  cutters  delivered  up  the  produce 
of  their  labours,  either  to  the  people  of  Jamaica,  who 
brought  them  Madeira  wine,  ftrong  liquors,  linens,  and 
clothes ;  or  to  the  £ngU(h  colonies  of  North  America, 
which  fupplied  them  with  provifions.  This  commerce, 
which  was  always  carried  on  by  fmugglei^,  and  which 
occafioned  much  clamour,  became  lawful  in  1763. 
The  liberty  of  cutting  logwood  was  fecured  to  Great 
Britain ;  but  fhe  was  not  permitted  to  raife  forts,  and 
was  even  obliged  to  deftroy  thofe  which  had  been 
built.  The  court  of  Madrid  feldom  have  made  any 
facrifices  fo  great  as  that  of  eftablifliing,  in  the  centre  , 

of  their  poflcffions,  an  adive,  powerful,  and  ambitious 
narion.   Accordingly,  foon  after  the  peace,  they  fought    - 
to  render  even  this  conceifion,  which  unfortunate  cir* 
cumftances  had  extorted,  ahnoft  ufeiefs. 

The  wood  which  grows  upon  the  dry  foil  at  Cam- 
ipeachy  is  much  fuperior  to  that  which  is  cut  in  the 
tnarlhes  of  Honduras.  The  lad- mentioned  wood  was, 
however,  moft  in  ufe,  becaufe  the  price  of  the  former 
had,  for  a  long  time  paft,  exceeded  all  bounds.  This 
deficiency  in  the  fale  was  a  juft  punifliment  of  the 
blindnefs  and  avidity  of  the  treafury.  The  Spanifh 
miiiiftry  at  length  uiideritood  this  great  truth.  The 
merchandife  was  dilburdened  of  all  the  duties  with 
which  it  had  been  opprefled ;  it  was  freed  from  all  the 
fhackles  which  impeded  its  circulation,  and  then  ic 
had  a  large  vent  in  all  the  markets.  Soon  after  this, 
the  Enghih  found  no  fale  for  their  commodities.  The 
court  of  Madrid,  without  having  failed  in  their  en- 
gagements,  will  find  themfelves  freed  from  a  competi- 
tion, which  rendered  the  pofleflion  of  two  large  pro* 
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BOOK  vinces  ufelefs  to  them.     The  port  of  Cadiz  fometimcs 

.    ^''    ^  receives  the  wood  diredly  from  the  place  it  comes 

from ;  but  it  is  more  frequently  fent  to  Vera  Cruz, 

which  is  the  true  point  of  union  between  Mexico  and 

Spain. 

b  vcra''^^     Old  Vera  Cruz  ferved  at  firft  for  a  mart.     This 

cruz*^[hat   town,  founded  by  Cortez  on  the  very  fpot  where  he 

Mexico      firft  landed,  is  iituated  on  the  borders  of  a  river,  which 

^ciw^mh  is  dry  one  part  of  the  year,  but  which  in  the  rainy  fea- 

MalSms  b  ^^^  ^^  capable  of  receiving  the  largeft  vcflels.     The 

which  diis  danger  to  which  the  feamen  were  expofed,  in  a  fitua- 

bL^et^hi-'^  tion  where  nothing  defended  them  againft  the  violence 

thcrto  con-  of  the  wiflds  fo  commou  in  thefe  latitudes,  induced 

dudied.      them  to  fcek  for  more  fecure  (belter,  which  they  found 

eighteen  miles  lower  down  on  the  fame  coaft.     There 

they  built  New  Vera  Cruz,  at  feventy-two  leagues 

diftartce  from  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

New  Vera  Cruz  is  Iituated  in  a  climate  rendered 
diiagreeable  and  unwholefome  by  a  burning  fun,  and 
by  frequent  ftorms.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
dry  fands,  and  on  the  weft  by  infedious  morafles*  The 
buildings  are  all  of  wood.  The  only  inhabitants  arc, 
a  moderate  garrifon,  fome  agents  of  government^  ^the 
navigators  arriving  from  Europe,  and  the  commiffion- 
ers  that  are  neceflary  to  receive  and  expedite  the  car- 
goes. This  harbour  is  formed  by  the  fmall  ifland  of 
St.  Juan  de  UUoa.  It  hath  the  difadvantage  of  iK>t 
being  able  to  hold  more  than  thirty  or  thirty- five  vef* 
fels,  which  are  not  always  (heltered  from  the  northern 
winds.  The  entrance  into  it  is  by  two  channels  only, 
which  are  fo  narrow,  that  they  will  not  admit  more 
than  one  fhip  at  a  time.  The  fea  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  is  likewife  extremely  dangerous,  on  account  of  a 
great  number  of  rocks  almoft  even  with  the  furface  of 
the  water.  It  was  generally  thought  by  the  pilots  of 
the  country,  that  nothing  but  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  fituation,  acquired  by  many  years  experience, 
could  poffibly  hav<e  enabled  them  to  avoid  fb  many 
Ihoals.  Some  defperate  pirates  having  furprifed  the 
place  in  1712,  towers  were  then  conftruded  on  the 
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ihore,  where  vigilant  centinels  are  continually  on  guard  book 
for  the  common  fafety.  ^'• 

It  is  into  this  bad  harbour,  which  is  properly  the  " 
only  one  there  is  in  the  gulf,  that  the  fleet  arrives,  the 
deftination  of  which  is  to  furnifti  Mexico  with  provi- 
lions.  The  (hips  that  bring  them  do  not  land  in  fuc* 
ceifion.  .  They  are  fitted  out  at  Cadiz,  with  a  convoy, 
every  two,  thiree,  or  four  years,  as  occaGons  and  cir- 
cumftances  require.  They  are  ufually  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  large  merchant  fliips,  efcorted  by  two  (hips 
of  the  line,  or  by  a  greater  number,  if  public  tranquil- 
lity be  difturbed  or  threatened.  In  order  to  prevent 
the  dangers  to  which  they  might  be  expofed  at  land- 
ing, by  the  hurricanes,  they  fet  out  from  Spain  in  the 
months  of  February,  May,  or  June.  In  their  paflTage, 
they  take  in  refrelhments  at  Porto  Rico,  and  arrive, 
after  a  voyage  of  feventy  or  eighty  days,  at  Vera 
Cruz,  from  whence  their  whole  cargo  is  conveyed  by 
mules  to  Xalapa. 

In  this  town,  which  is  iituated  twelve  leagues  from 
the  harbour,  on  the  back  of  a  mountain,  and  well 
built,  is  kept  a  fair,  which  was  limited  by  the  ancient 
regulations  to  fix  weeks,  but  which  at  prefent  lafts  four 
months,  and  which  is  fometimes  prolonged  to  a  further 
period,  at  the  folicitatibn  of  the  Spanifh  or  Mexican 
merchants.  When  the  commercial  tranfacUons  are 
finifiied,  the  metals,  and  other  articles  given  by  Mex- 
ico in  exchange  for  the  productions  and  merchandife 
of  Europe,  are  fent  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  are  em- 
barked for  our  hemifphere.  The  feafons  for  difpatch- 
ing  them  are  not  all  equally  favourable.  It  would  be 
dangerous  to  put  to  fea  in  the  months  of  Auguil  and 
September,  and  impoffible  to  do  it  in  Odober  and 
November.  The  fleet  always  takes  the  route  of  the 
Havannah,  where  it  is  joined  by  veflels  from  Hondu- 
ras, Carthagena,  and  other  places.  It  flops  there  ten 
or  twelve  days,  to  take  in  frefti  provifions,  and  to  al- 
low time  to  the  ftiips  to  freight  themfelves  with  fugar, 
tobacco,  and  other  articles  fuppUed  by  the  ifland  of 
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BOOK  Cuba.  The  (hips  then  fail  through  the  fttaits  of  Ba^ 
,  ^''  hama ;  they  continue  their  courfe  to  the  height  of 
New  England,  and  after  failing  for  a  long  time  in  this 
latitude  of  forty  degrees,  they  at  length  veer  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  to  come  in  view  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and 
to  proceed  to  Cadiz. 

In  the  interval  between  the  failing  of  one  fleet  and 
the  other,  the  court  of  Madrid  fends  out  one  or  two 
men  of  war,  which  are  called  Azogues,  to  carry  to 
Mexico  the  quickiilver  that  is  neceflary  for  woiking 
the  mines.  This  quickfilver  was  originally  drawn 
from  Peru ;  but  the  commiffions  were  fo  uncertaiot 
fo  flow,  and  fo  often  fraudulent,  that  in  1734  it  wa9 
judged  to  be  more  convenient  to  fend  it  from  Europe. 
The  mines  of  Guadalcanal  at  firft  furniflied  the  means. 
Thefe  were  afterwards  foffaken  for  the  richer  mines  of 
Almaden,  in  Eftramadura.  The  Azogues,  on  their  re- 
turn, take  charge  of  the  produce  of  the  fales  that  have 
been  made  fi^ice  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  of  thefums 
repaid  for  credit  granted,  and  of  the  funds  which  the 
Mexican  merchants  choofe  to  employ  on  their  own 
account  in  the  next  expedition.  The  government  ha- 
bitually allows  three  or  ibur  merchantmen  to  accotn- 
pany  thefe  ftiips.  Their  whole  cargo  fhould  confift'of 
fruits  and  liquors ;  but  other  more  importaht  artides 
are  fraudulently  introduced.  Thefe  merchantmen  al> 
ways  return  with  thejir  ballaft,  unlefs  by  fpecial  favour 
they  fhould  be  allowed  to  take  in  fome  cochineal. 

If  the  departure  of  the  fleet  be  delayed  from  reafons 
of  convenience  or  policy,  the  court  fends  one  of  its 
fhips  from  the  Havannah  to  Vera  Cruz.  It  there  takes 
charge  of  every  thing  that  belongs  to  government, 
and  of  the  metals  whicl\  the  debtors;  or  fpeculating 
perfons,  choofe  to  fend  from  the  New  Hemifphere  in- 
to the  Old. 

From  1748  to  1753,  one  year  with  another,  New 

Spain  fent  to  the  mother- country,  by  the  way  of  Vera 

Cruz  and  of  Honduras,  62,661,466  livres  [2,610,894!. 

8s.  4d.],  ^74,550  [^3,9391.  ris.  8d.]  of  which  were 
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in  gold,  43,$2i»497  [i,8i7«562U  f9.  6d.]  in  filver,  and  book 
?  8465419  [769,392!.  98.  idj  in  pcodudions,  at  the .  ^''  ^ 
price  in  Europe.  ^^'' 

Of  the  prodttdxons,  there  were  to  the  amount  of 
529,200  Uvres  [22/D94I.  198.  4d.]  for  the  crown,  and 
?7»936tii9  [747f34^l-  ps*  *d.3  for  the  merchants. 

Of  the  gold  and  filver,  there  were  to  the  amount  of 
25,649,040  Uvres  [1,048,7101.]  for  trade,  12,967,007  , 
livres  [502,791!.  19s.  2d.]  for  the  agents  of  the  go-  - 
vemment,  or  for  private  perfons  who  meant  to  re- 
nfut  their  fortunes  to  Europe,  and  6480,000  Uvres 
[270,0001.]  for  the  government. 

The  court  of  IVIadrid  cannot  fail  of  feeing  this  tri- 
bute increafe;  and  it  is  upon  the  foUowing  reafonsi 
that  this  conjeAure  is  foynded. 

Mexico  was  formerly  without  any  means  of  defence : 
for  what  was  to  be  expelled  from  a  few  tradefmen, 
whom  each  city  might  put  under  arms,  when  the  fiate 
was  threatened  with  any  danger  of  greater  or  lefs  im- 
portance ?  Six  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  of  caval- 
ry were  foon  formed  out  of  thefe  fcattered  miUtia,  and 
who  have  fince  been  difcipUned  by  officers  fent  from 
Europe.  Time  extended  the  ideas  of  government. 
Men,  accuftomed  to  the  occupations  of  the  arts  and 
of  commerce,  did  not  appear  to  afford  a  fufficient  fup- 
port  to  authority  ;  and  it  was  determined  to  raife,  in 
the  country  itfelf,  two  battaHons  of  infantry,  and  two 
regiments  of  dragoons,  who  (hould  have  none  other 
but  the  military  profe^on.  Aftpr  the  peace  of  1763, 
the  government  thought  that  a  people  enervated  by 
^dlenefs  and  by  the  cUmate  were  but  iU  adapted  to 
war ;  and  they  fent  fome  regular  troops  from  the  mo^ 
ther-country  into  the  colony.  This  fyftem  is  ftill  fol- 
lowed, and  there  are  always  three  or  four  battaUons 
from  our  continent  at  Mexico,  which  are  only  reUev- 
^  after  they  have  ftaid  there  four  years. 

To  thefe  means  of  prefervation  others  have  been 
added,  not  lefs  effedlual.  The  ifland  of  St.  Juan  de 
UUoa,  which  forms  the  harbour  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
y^hich  is  to  defend  it,  had  but  a  few  bad  fortifications. 
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KThefc  hare  been  razed.  Some  extenfive  and  folid 
works,  calculated  to  make  the  rood  obftinate  refill* 
ance,  have  been  lately  conftrufted  upon  their  ruins, 
and  in  the  body  of  the  rock.  If,  contrary  to  every 
appearance,  this  key  of  Mexico  Aiould  be  forced^  the 
country,  even  after  this  misfortune,  would  not  be 
without  defence.  At  the  diftance  of  four-and-twenty 
leagues  frpm  the  fea,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  moun- 
tains, in  a  plain  which  nothing  can  command,  the 
foundations  of  the  magnificent  citadel  of  Perole  were 
laid  in  1770.  The  arfenals,  the  barracks,  the  maga- 
zines,  and  every  part  of  it,  are  bomb-proof. 

According  to  all  appearances,  the  court  of  Madrid 
will  never  leflen  the  number  of  troops  they  keep  in 
New  Spain :  but  that  part  of  the  public  revenue  which 
the  fortifications  ufed  to  abforb,  cannot  fail  of  increaf- 
ing  their  treafures,  unlefs  they  fhould  employ  them  in 
the  colony  itfelf,  in  forming  fome  ufeful  eftablifh- 
ments.  Already  large  docks  are  opened  upon  the 
borders  of  the  river  Alvarado,  where  woods  for  fliip- 
building  abound.  This  novelty  is  of  fortunate  pre- 
fage,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  followed  by  others. 
Perhaps,  after  having  remained  for  three  centuries  in 
a  fi:ate  of  opprefilon  or  lethargy,  Mexico  will  at  length 
fulfil  the  important  defiination  to  which  it  hath  been 
fo  long  called  up  in  vain  by  nature.  In  this  comfort- 
able hope,  let  us  take  our  leave  of  North  America,  in 
order  to  go  into  the  fouthern  part  of  that  continent, 
where  we  fhall  fee,  by  an  arrangement  of  providence 
"which  will  never  change,  the  feme  eflfedls  produced  by 
the  fame  caufes,  the  fame  animofities  excited  by  the 
fame  barbarity,  the  fame  precautions  fuggefted  by  the 
fame  apprehenfions,  the  fame  oppofitions  raifed  by  the 
fame  jealoufies ;  where  we  fhall  fee  one  robbery  giv- 
ing  rife  to  another,  one  difgrace  avenged  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  difgrace ;  where  we  (hall  ftill  lee  ftupid  perfe- 
verance  in  evil,  and  find  a  leflbn  of  unavailing  expe< 
rience. 

END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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